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Lord Bufton of Tufton 


(a proverbial Man in a Grey Suit), speaking from a smokefilled room yesterday 


Death-defying tiger-taming stomach-churning lunch-repeating excite- 
ment in this fully playable, no holds barred demo from Imageworks 


Plus all this... complete implementation of GFA’s popular 
and critically acclaimed BASIC @ Complete fully functioning database 
program - plus a complete index of everything ST FORMAT’s ever 
done (and that’s quite a lot, actually, thank you for asking) ml Not one, 
not three, but five complete accessories M The program that reads 
text files - out loud! m Least but not last, a little utility to speed up 


your mouse @ And finally, a cracking little virus detector 


/ 
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Han 
Rip-roaring playable demo of ImageWorks' / A \ 
brand new Indian action-strategy game i 
PMA - The proportional mouse accelerator 
McAIPOF READER - Reads textfiles out loud! 


e - Full version with manual: pie 
part one of STF's Tutorial @ D 
hidden virus detector @ veal D 


database program, with complete index to all 
STFissues @ 
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protar products ... your advantage 


rotar products include the fastest hard drives available for the Atari ST. The 

fully compatible auto-bootable hard-disks are mounted in an elegant housing 
which is perfectly at home with the ST design. They are 
supplied completly ready for operation - no hidden 

liminaries. pretar 

The system software supplied provides access to such 
features as 12 partitions per , selectable boot partition, 
write protection and password, all of which are fully 
compatible with the numerous operating systems and emulators which are 
offered for the § 

protars’ 40 DC, 80 DC and 160 DC models are additionally equipped with a 
64 kB cache memory integrated on the hard disk; this cache memory reduces 
disk accessing times by up to 50%. 
Some other examples of protars’ hardware include: 


protar GmbH Alt-Moabit 91D D-1000 Berlin 21 


e the R44 removable disk drives 
* the T60 and T150 tape streamers 
¢ ProScreen TT - a large scale monitor for the Atari TT 
There is a minimum guarantee of one year on all 
—asafe option components used in our products, We guarantee fast, 
for the future. ent, hassel-free technology at a price our success has 
allowed us to offer. 
protar products are leaders on the German market 
which are now available to you nationwide, 

We are currently renaming our hard disk series for copyright reasons. Also, 
we are putting the final touches to our new U.K. subsidary. Until further notice 
our products are available to you without delay, direct from Germany at 
absolutely no extra cost. Definitely worth checking out! 

For further information please contact: 


Tel: 010 4930 391 20 02 Fax: 010 4930 391 73 32 


WELCOME special issue 


of require 


ongratulations 
on owning an ST 


iB rs to a very special issue of Britain’s to 
gazne for ST users. Editor Steve Ca r 
would like a word in your ear. os 


user-Ss* 
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lr Be ou for this symbol throughout 

fw cus Eiht get a bit flummoxed, 
t r oul i aay 
jargon-busting Seetian Se 


the 


ello and welcome. Whether you've been buying 54). For everything you need to know about your Cover 


st FORMAT for a year Andie: ned perhaps Disk turn to page 45. and on page 51 you'll also find 
even buying us when we were sT Amiga Format, @ beginners’ guide to getting going. 
two years agO ~ or whether this is your very first DESKTOP — our regular help, tips and advice 
issue, we'd like to extend a warm welcome. Congratu- section — is the place to start i£ you want to do 
jJations in particular to everyone who unwrapped at anything more than just play games. This month's 
Christmas what is without 4 doubt the most versatile DESKTOP (page 135) is devoted to the simple but 
and best value-for-money computer available. This is immensely yrritating problems facing beginners (and 
a special jargon-bust ing issue designed to break down sometimes not just peginners) - 
some of the impenetrable parriers that prevent you When you're playing 4 good ST game ~ such as any 
getting the most out of your ST. of the 20 reviewed in this month's SCREENPLAY, 
Before all you regular readers fling this magazine peginning page 69 - do you find yourself wondering how 
away in disgust, consider this: are you sure you it was all put together? Find out im. the special 
don't need any help? If you know exactly what the jn-depth series beginning on page 38. 
following five terms stand for, then perhaps you can Speaking of games, i£ you don't get to see games 
afford to miss one oF two of our special features like Powermonger (reviewed page 70) and Prince of 
this month (answers at the bottom of the page) : Persia (page 96), you'll never know what you're 


ee ASCE missing. They ‘re absolute stonkers - 

2. MIDI Of course, games can sometimes be too difficult . 
3. RAM Every month we have a section of the magazine devoted 
4. RGB to helping you to progress and even cheat your way 
5. TOS through. and you may not know that many games feature 


i Not quite so easy. It's enough to put newcomers hidden effects and cheats. Turn to page 108 for the 
\ off this whole computing business forever. Yet the low down in GAMEBUSTERS. - - 

jargon you encounter jn your first few months with Also in this issue you'll find out how STs are used 
your ST is deceptive, for once you've lost your by bands worldwide to make music (page 120) - did you 
technophobia you’ 11 soon discover that things aren't know that just about every act on Top of the Pops has 
so bad after all. Remember that even the most techni - used STs at some stage in the music-making process? 
cally literate of us were once beginners like you. you'll discover how to create amazing works of art 
if By the way, if at any stage in this issue you come using cheap and in some cases free graphics packages 
_ \ across complete gobbledegook., tur to page 65 for a (page (16). you'll also Jearn about some of the 
special jargon-buster dictionary that translates latest software releases, in areas from education 
those horrible terms into user-friendly explanations. (page 129) to Computer Aided Design (page 154). 

So what do we have in store for you? Firstly, the you'11 also discover that, unbelievably, there are 
pest and most packed st Cover Disk anywhere in the almost 50 companies dedicated solely to distributing 
world, this month featuring 4 fully playable demo of free software! It's called Public Domain software, 
Imageworks’ Champion of the Raj. The Disk also boasts and every month we review just 4 few dozen of the 
| 2 complete yersion of GFA Basic, regarded as the best thousands upon thousands of first class programs 

Mi BASIC around, which ties in with a beginners’ guide available — see page 124. 

i to programming, starting page 59. There are a few Whatever your st interests, there's plenty here to 
simple programs to follow, which also feature on the keep you busy - Enjoy! 

cover Disk for you to run. Go on, give TH Ons eo [) as 

you've never had it so good! 

Also on the Cover Disk, besides programs to Steve Carey 
read text files out loud to you(!) and speed up ANSWE Editor 
your mouse, there's 4 virus detector, a complete 1) eee THOSE VERY TRICKY QUES 

c lard Code f 2 TIONS 
database program, an ST FORMAT index, and a great 2) Musical Instrument DI Aas Information Interchange 
collection of accessories ~ useful little programs i oo Access nar nterface 
that load automatically when you start your ST [By es esa Blue 
(and there's 4 roundup of the 20 best on page perating System 
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out in our special ake eA dosh for finding se Seger life? Then 
-busting feature on wrong or left 
—— page 65. See pa 
. ge 161! 
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HiSoft is delighted to announce, at last!, the immediate availability of ProFlight. 

ProFlight; a supremely accurate simulation of the Panavia Tornado military aircraft, a plane that is the 
fastest aircraft in the world at ground level (Mach 1.2) and one of the fastest at any level (Mach 2.2) 
with advanced swing-wing technology that gives it a truly multi-role capability. ProFlight uses 
complex and exact flight equations that allow you to fly this powerful fighter just like its pilots. 
Everything is there ... you can fly peaceful reconaissance missions or roar into full attack with 
cannons, bombs, heat-seeking Sidewinder and radar-guided Sky Flash missiles. 

ProFlight comes complete with a professional 170-page, ring-bound flight manual which details every 
aspect of flying this exciting aircraft together with a pull-out specification sheet of the Tornado. 
ProFlight is available from all good computer stores and costs only £39.95 inclusive (UK only); if you 
have difficulty locating your copy, please call HiSoft on 0525 718181 and ask to speak to Julie. 


High Quality Software 


The Old School, Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 


Tel: +44 525 718181 
Fax: +44 525 713716 


Killer TOS 


on the loose 


by Andrew Hutchinson 


n illegally circulated, pirated 
and potentially dangerous 
version of the Atari TT oper- 


ating system has been discovered on 
British bulletin boards. The software 
is an early alpha test version of TOS 
2.2 which contains few of the fea- 
tures of the full package and could 
well wreck your hard drive or corrupt 
your disks. 

Participating in an on-line confer- 
ence, Derek Mui of Atari USA has 
revealed that the software is 
definitely “not an official release ver- 
sion.” He added that to the best of 
his knowledge it was “done by an 
irresponsible person who stole an 
alpha test version of the Desktop, 
put in a version 2.0 title in the info 
box and distributed it.” He had a 
word of warning for anyone contem- 


@ Peter Staddon, Atari: “If we find 
that someone is distributing it, we 
will consider taking legal action” 


File View Options 


GEM, Graphic Environment Manager 
TOS 


ATAR 
705 i 8 Copyright @ 1990 


Atari 


orporation 


Digital Research, Inc, 
1 Rights Reserved 


i This claims to be TOS 2.0, but it’s actually a pirated version of TOS 
2.2. Don’t let it near your ST, or your disks might get corrupted. If 
you know who's distributing it, contact Atari t 0753 33344 


plating using the software: “If you 
insist on using it, that’s fine with us. 
But don’t complain to us that it 
trashes your files or wipes out your 
whole partition!” 

Alistair Burton of Atari UK’s tech- 
nical team told FORMAT that there 
are two pirated versions of the TOS 
circulating illegally. “One version is 
very buggy,” he said, “but | wouldn't 
imagine that it’s going to be causing 
too many problems, because there’s 
not much to it.” He told us that there 
was a version 3.00 which had origi- 
nated from Germany and “which is 
very nearly a final version, 3.01 
being the full version. It uses TT 


Condor go a bundle 


Condor Computers are hoping for 
great things from their latest bundle. 
They've acquired a large stock of 
Power  Computing’s excellent 
40MByte Series 900 hard drive and 
are bundling It with Supercharger 
1.4 for the knockdown price of £549. 

Supercharger is a PC emulator 
which sits in its own case and 
comes complete with 1MByte of 
RAM. Version 1.4 includes multi- 
tasking, hot key operation, a pro- 
gram launcher and a technical tool 
box (whatever that is). 

Keen to diversify, the same 
company are also distributing a pro- 


fessional Computer Aided Design 
program which goes by the name of 
CADja, 

This extremely well featured 
package retails at £299 and enables 
you to produce high quality designs 
with the minimum of hassie. 

All kinds of arcs, circles, curves 
and lines can be created and manip- 
ulated. Hatching, copying, moving 
and dimensioning are all possible, 
and varying pen widths give that 
professional look. 

‘Look for the full. review in ‘ST 
FORMAT soon. Condor Computers 
Ltd = 0734 810066 


specific instructions, however, so it’s 
not a lot of use to people.” 

Peter Staddon of Atari UK was 
unaware of the illegal TOS before 
FORMAT informed him. “This operat- 
ing system is an illegal product,” he 
states. “It is a prototype, it’s not 
finished. We would strongly recom- 
mend that no-one uses it.” He also 
stressed that Atari take a very dim 
view of this type of piracy: “it’s a very 
serious piece of software, therefore 
it's important that it goes out in its 
correct form. Moreover, if we find 
that someone is distributing it, we will 
consider taking legal action.” He 
asks that if you know of people dis- 
tributing the TOS, you notify him at 
Atari ( 0753 33344). 

David Cagle, of the Atari US tech- 
nical team, has a timely warning for 
bulletin board owners and users: “If 
you've had it uploaded onto your 
board or you downloaded it from a 
board, delete it.” If you’ve come into 
contact with this software and it 
trashes your hard drive, don’t expect 
any sympathy from Atari. 


In STF 17 we inadvertently mixed 
up our word processor prices. 
GST Software want £79.95 for a 


copy of the ever popular First 
Word Plus, while their Wordwriter 
is £49.95. GST = 0480 496789. 


NEWS 


Return of the 
- Real Thing | 


The applications possible 
with the superb RT Animkits 


would certainly be a lot more 
Interesting If these animations 
were partofthe lesson =—_§ 


The folks down at RGB Studios 
have: been busy creating anima- 
tion kits for your ST, to be used 
in conjunction with DeluxePaint. 
The theme of Volume 2 is birds, 


11. examples of which are 
Tt luded on the disk. : 
loves, kingfishers, owls, 


eagles and seagulls are all 
included, along with scenery 
sequences. The animation of 
these creatures is top notch, 
since they've been created by 
‘some top professional artists 
and animators. 
Applications for this ieee of 
vam extend from the home to 
sroom, because they go a 
ay to explain the n= 
f flying. RGB Studios 
_ promising that the next volume 
will feature humans. RT Animkit 
volume 2 costs £29.95, from RGB 
Studios, Gables, Buxted, East 
Sussex, TN22 4PP. 


Softsellers 
bomb out 


One of the largest distributors of 
ST-related software and hardware 
has gone into receivership. Soft- 
sellers of Ipswich in Suffolk (propri- 
etor: Martin James) ran into financial 
problems earlier this year and were 
unable to pay outstanding debts, leav- 
ing many ST owners awaiting goods 
they'll never receive. 

The official receivers are warning 
that nobody should send money off to 
the company. Anyone owed money 
by Softsellers should get in touch 
with the receivers, Patterson and 
Thompson, 12 Lower Brook Street, 
lpswich, in order to get an application 
form for money recovery. Remember 
to enclose an SAE. 


NET £25 OF SOFTWARE - FREE! SEE PAGE 149 
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Trade Centre, Watchmoor Roe GU153AJ Tel: 0276 684 


“ Incentive release 


for the 3D game creation sys- 

tem Freescape, have revealed 
details of a revolutionary new pack- 
age that enables users with no 
programming knowledge whatsoever 
to create games and routines every 
bit as complex and impressive as 
their own Total Eclipse and the 
FORMAT Gold winning Castle Master 
(STF 10: 90%). 

3D Construction Kit, set for an 
April launch, gives newcomers and 
non-programmers the power to 
create solid 3D objects (hence, no 
doubt, the title) that can be 
stretched, rotated, suspended, 
stacked and even given animation 
effects. Yet the whole system is so 
user-friendly that it makes most sim- 
ple art packages look cumbersome. 

One obvious use to which the 
package can be put — but by no 
means the only one - is the creation 
of games. If you have played any of 
the four Freescape games — Driller, 
Dark Side, Total Eclipse and Castle 
Master — the appearance of objects 
and the general environment will 
already be familiar to you. Using 3D 
Construction Kit you can create com- 
plete, stand-alone games that are 
every bit as complex and entertain- 
ing as these, the only limitation being 
your own imagination. 

The best thing about the whole 
project is that objects, animations 
and games created with it work inde- 
pendently of the Construction Kit, 
and no licence is required. There’s 
no reason why games should not be 
good enough for commercial 
release. The only downside is that 
it's obvious within about five seconds 
that your object or game was cre- 
ated with this system. 

“This package is so easy to 
use,” Incentive’s Andy Tait told ST 
FORMAT, “that you can do amazingly 
rewarding stuff within minutes. But 
once you've mastered the easy bits 
you can progress onto the more 
complex features to produce en- 
vironments or complete games.” 

He is also keen to stress that 
there will be a complete game and 


: ncentive Software, best known 
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amazing new 3D 
creator for ST....... 


@ This sickeningly cute little house has been created entirely using 
the new user-friendly 3D Construction Kit, Open the door... 


ae 


Hae 


And in you go. Using the new kit, 
you can have as many as 30 
different “areas” within a single 
game or environment 


an environment will be included with 
the kit when you buy it. “I’m looking 
forward to seeing what people can 
do with it,” he said. 

3D Construction Kit, which will 
cost £39.99, is in effect the 
Freescape object editor made user- 


friendly. While the programmers and 
graphic artists who worked on 
Incentive’s own games had to make 
do with complicated hex tables and 
calculations, soon ST owners will be 
creating the same effects via a 
remarkably flexible and friendly pull- 
down menu and _ point-and-click 
system. 

Apart from game creation, uses 
for the new kit may include educa- 
tional design, modelling and urban 
studies. 

3D Construction Kit, due for 
release in April, is to be published by 
Domark = 081 780 2222. 


@ We shall be reviewing 3D 
Construction Kit in depth soon to 
see whether it lives up to its 
promise. Stay tuned! 


Colour digitising software for ST 


Most digitisers work in black, grey and white. This is fine if youfire digitising 
pandas but not much use if itfis the Coldstream guards. DAC Software have 
produced a nifty program which enables you to produce colour pictures 
from grey scaled images. DiviChrome works with the Vidi ST digitiser from 
Rombo = 0506 414631, which costs £99.95. The program examines the 
image and apportions to it shades of colour from a palette of 512. The 
coloured images can then be saved in Spectrum 512 format. DiviChrome 
costs £19.95 from DAC Software, 8/6 Hay Road, Edinburgh, EH16 4QA. 


NEWS 


TCB team 
get active 


@ Not one to rest on his laurels, 
Anders Nilsson, author of TCB 
Tracker, is putting the finishing 
touches to version 1.2 of this fabu- 
lous music maker. The new ver- 
sion fixes a number of bugs which 
caused problems for users. Pass- 
word entry, disk drive access 
times, pitch bending, replay rou- 
tines and the MIDI routines have 
all been fine tuned and Anders 
promises they all work fine. 

™ Coming soon from MPH is a 
Tracker cartridge which enables 
an ordinary STFM to produce qual- 
ity stereo sound. The cartridge 
attaches to the ST via the Centron- 
ics printer port, with the handy 
side-effect that processor time is 
cut down by about 10%. Sound 
runs at a very clear 16KHz, com- 
pared to the 8Khz of the existing 
Tracker. Phillip Harman, manager 
of MPH, says he is hoping, for a 
retail price of about £10, adding 
that “software houses could incor- 
porate routines into their code.” 

@ MPH are also moving into the 
world of games production. Draw- 
ing on his contacts with demo 
groups, Harman has contracted a 
group of French programmers to 
write a car racing game, to be 
based on The Run demo, featured 
in STF 18. He says the game will 
be “a cross between Hard Drivin’, 
Chase HQ2 and Stunt Car Racer.” 


@ How would you like to play 
a game which looked like 
this? MPH reckon that they’re 
going to do just that. Watch 
this space for the review! 


H@ With new Tracker programs 
appearing by the day you might 
have thought Anders was worried 
about having his crown knocked 
off. However, the Swedish ex- 
demo writer reckons they’ve all 
jumped on the bandwagon too 
late. For instance, he believes that 
Audio Sculpture, one of the better 
Tracker programs, “is good but it 
takes too much processor time.” 
He adds that “there were a lot of 
bugs in it, and most of the features 
are rip-offs of existing software.” 
@ MPH Software = 0603 503382 


THERE’S MORE 


ST NEWS ON 
PAGE 14... 


ST FORMAT 11 


Flight Of The Intruder takes you into the deadliest air combat environment the world has ever known 
- the skies above North Vietnam. 


In 1972, the USAF launched Operation Linebacker. US forces and their South Vietnamese allies are 
locked in a life and death struggle with the fanatical North Vietnamese Army. You must stem the tide 
of the North Vietnamese offensive by cutting its vital lifeline to its front line troops. 


From the US Carriers in the Gulf of Tonkin on “Yankee Station", you must attack a variety of 


installations defended by surface to air missiles and the MiG fighters of the skillful and determined 
North Vietnamese Air Force. 


nd antigeiigegeags : 
INGE ESS: OF Te Ti Raney 


FEATURES. 


Choose between two of the best aircraft that ever flew. The F-4 
Phantom is fast, powerful and equipped with highly advanced 
avionics. It is so flexible that it can perform any type of mission. 
The A-6 Intruder has the first all weather computer operated 
weapons guidance system (DIANE) and an outstanding weapons 
load, both have stood the test of time and are still in service. 


} Up to 8 friendly and 4 enemy aircraft on screen simultaneously. 


2 different aircraft accurately simulated. 3 different roles: MIGCAP 
IRON HAND, or STRIKE. 


Realistic mission environment with enemy artificial intelligence. 


> Switch between friendly aircraft in flight. 
+ Carrier take-off and landing with “MEATBALL landing aid. 


) In-flight radio messages with radio message queueing system. 


View from all aspects and 14 in cockpit views. 


Large numbers of mobile targets including trucks, trains and 
barges. 


+ Realistic terrain taken from contemporary operations maps 


including Hanoi, Haiphong and Than Hoa. 


>} Instant “Quickstart” option. 


© 1990 Mirrorsoft Limited 


WORLD NEWS 
lways intent on doing things 
in a big way, America 


A recently witnessed the 


largest computer show of its calen- 
dar. The Comdex show, all 2.2 mil- 
lion square feet of it, was held in Las 
Vegas and attracted thousands of 
companies and computer enthusi- 
asts. Atari have long been a strong 
presence at this show, using it on 
more than one occasion to launch 
new products. This year was no 
exception: see box below right. 
Interesting new products for the 
ST were an obvious force on the 
exhibition floor. Zephyr, the Ameri- 
can hardware specialists, were 
showing their STeFax machine. This 
tasty piece of hardware combines a 
scanner, printer, fax and copier. The 
unit works at a resolution of 200 DPI 


with thermal paper for the printer 
and the copier. It retails in the States 
for $1000 (about £500). Bill Yerger, 
managing director of Zephyr, is cur- 
rently looking for a British distributor 
for the product, although he sees 
Germany as the main market. He 
also revealed exclusively to ST 
FORMAT that he'll probably be joining 
Atari really soon as a marketing 
man, to fill Elie Kenan’s shoes. The 
same company are currently testing 
their “Sherlook” hardware, an optical 
character recognition system. Two 
versions of this are expected to be 
available: Sherlook Junior at $189 
(£90) and Sherlook Professional at 
$789 (£400). Zephyr Inc = 0101 
415 845 2000. 

Softlogik’s Pagestream 2.0 was 
in a beta test state. Version two 
offers improved colour desk top pub- 
lishing on the TT, and the ST version 
is expected to sell for $299. A wide 
variety of fonts has been added and 
colour graphics can be incorporated. 
Deron Kazmeir was tight lipped 
about a release date for the program 
but told FORMAT that Softlogik Pub- 
lishing Ltd ( 0101 314 894 8608) 
will be distributing it in this country. 

GDOS, the graphic operating 
system for the Atari, has undergone 
a complete revamp. Atari have 
renamed it FSM (Font Scaling Mod- 
ule) GDOS. The old font routines 
have been replaced with a plush 
Ultrascript scaling routine, meaning 
that fonts of any size look smooth. 
What's more, these can now be 
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RARIBUSNESS 


Hi 


@ The Comdex computer show: 2.2 million square feet - and almost as many aching plates of meat? 


smoothly rotated. This means that 
cheap DTP programs with more than 
adequate font reproduction can be 
implemented. Atari may release this 
as freeware. Atari US = 0101 408 
745 2000. 

Goldleaf Publishing Inc. (# 0101 
415 461 5703) were showing the 
vastly updated version two of their 


lB The mould-breaking Mega STE 


The Mega STE, with its scorching 
specification, was a massive hit at 
_ the show. Atari’s decision to bundle 
the base unit with a 40MByte hard 
drive was seen by many to be one of 
the best moves the company has 
made. They have _ effectively, 
_ through aggressive pricing, bridged 
the gap between the business and 
_the recreational computer markets. 
What’s more, the standard Atari 
peripherals have all undergone 
transformations. 

The SC1224 monitor has been 
replaced by a Philips-built unit 
named the SC1435. This is a colour 
stereo monitor with a large 15 inch 


word processor WordFlair. Gribnif 
Software were demonstrating ver- 
sion 3 of Neodesk (reviewed in STF 
18 and awarded a massive 95%). 

Notable Atari personalities at the 
show included Jack, Sam and Garry 
Tramiel, along with General Manager 
Gregg Pratt, and the usual assort- 
ment of technical staff. 


screen (the SC1224 was a 12 inch 
monitor). A green tint button has 
been added, making word process- 
ing a joy, and a stereo headphones 
socket has been included for quiet 
gaming. The TT’s keyboard, a very 
high quality micro switch affair, has 
also been well received. 

The old Atari laser printer, the 
SLM804, has been replaced by the 
SLM605, to retail at $1,300 (about 
£680). Print speed has been signifi- 
cantly improved: the unit now oper- 
ates at about six pages per minute, 
at a resolution of 300x300 pixels. 


@ Surprise of the show for Atari 
personnel came at a concert 
given by the evergreen Beach 
Boys. Bruce Johnston of the 


band paid tribute to the ST in the 
corner of the stage and pro- 
ceeded to dedicate “Don’t Worry, 
Baby” to the company, saying 
“This one’s for you, Atari.” stf 


 Atari’s new SLMGO5 laser printer: significantly faster printout 
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MIGHTY 


OMBJACK 


TOP 40 charts 


ST charts °: 


This month’s 
guest presenter: 
Mrs Thatcher — 
remember her, 
anyone? — 
booking now for 
weddings and 
funerals, no 
turning back a 


speciality. Take it 


away Thatch... 


ATARI ST 
GALLUP 
SOFTWARE 
CHARTS 


This is getting boring. Even 
Queen and Bohemian Rhapsody 
didn’t. spend..as..long .at. number, 
one as Microprose and F719 
Stealth Fighter. 

Not that it doesn’t deserve to 
be there, of course; it takes some 
kind of wonderful game.to merit 
an ST FORMAT 96% rating, and 
its chart performance has justi- 
fied our outrageously high mark. 

Still, there’s an interesting 
challenge coming up on the 
inside from Gremlin, though it’s 
doubtful whether it can,get to the 
finishing line before Those Tur- 
tles arrive to make their reptilian 
presence felt. 

Microprose stamp their mark 
all over the charts, with two in 
the top ten and four in the top 15 
(Microstyle’s one of theirs too). 
But there’s a pair from Virgin 
coming in strongly at 10 and 11. 

Note, though, how many 
publishers struggled to get their 
really..big..games..into..the..shops. 
in time for the big push... 


brackets; STF refers to issue and 


score of review in ST FORMAT. These 


full price and budget ST charts are 
compiled and supplied by Gallup. 
© European Leisure Software 
Publishers Association Ltd 1991 
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@ Main chart: last month’s position in 
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@ Storming up to six is Captive - for many, 


quite simply the game of 1990 


1 HINELETS 
Gun 1000 


“| m RHR-INR 
j 


ORMHERS 


@ But still at number one, apparently stuck 


WEL TANKS 


ROLS 


RUIONICS 
5 


there forever, is F19, Microprose’s corking 
and inappropriately conspicuous flight sim 


ST BUDGET TOP TEN 


1. Treasure Island Dizzy | Codemasters 
2. Advanced Fruit Machine Codemasters 
3. Italia 90 Codemasters 
4. Targhan Action 16 

5. Operation Neptune Smash 16 

6. Tracksuit Manager Hitec 

7. Hitchhiker's Guide Mastertronic 
8. Captain Blood Smash 16 

9. Yogi's Great Escape Hitec 

10. Iron Tracker Hitec 


* 15, Gunship: before our time, but rated specially by 
Mark Higham, who knows a thing or two about games. 

** 18, Wheels of Fire: not reviewed, but an average-to-OK 
compilation that was very nearly called Turbocharged 


Nutter Bastards Simulator (yes, really) 


| 
3 
z 
r 
- a) 
z 
® 
3 


@ Straight in at eight, Supremacy, a FORMAT 


Gold - we can spot ’em, can’t we? 


ENCIneE FLICHT 4 
cont 


@’ 


F19 STEALTH FIGHTER 
Microprose £29.99 - STF 12: 96% 


LOTUS TURBO 
CHALLENGE 
Gremlin Graphics £24.99 - STF 18: 86% 


POWER PACK 
Beau Jolly £24.99 - STF 17: 88% 


KICK OFF 2 
Anco £24.99 - STF 14: 92% 


Mi TANK PLATOON 


Microprose £24.99 - STF 17: 84% 

CAPTIVE 

Mindscape £24.99 - STF 16: 93% 

SHADOW OF THE 

BEAST 

Psygnosis £34.95 - STF 17: 83% 

SUPREMACY 

Virgin £29.99 - STF 18: 90% 

TEAM YANKEE 

Empire £29.99 - STF 16: 84% 

GOLDEN AXE 

Virgin £24.99 - STF 18: 82% 

SUPER OFF-ROAD 

Virgin £24.99 - STF 19: 68% 
ARRIORS 

Ocean £24.99 - STF 18: 58% 

GREMLINS 2 

Elite £24.99 - STF 18: 70% 

INT. SOCCER CHALLENGE 

Microstyle £24.99 - STF 15: 85% 

GUNSHIP 

Microprose £24.95 - STF 90%** 

PLATINUM 

US Gold £24.99 - STF 17: 85% 

CORPORATION 

Core Design £24.99 - STF 18: 88% 

WHEELS OF FIRE 

Domark £29.99 - STF 69%* 

LOST PATROL 

Ocean £24.99 - STF 18: 88% 

F29 RETALIATOR 

Ocean £24.99 - STF 13: 76% 

Cricket Captain D&H Games 

Turrican Rainbow Arts 

St Dragon Storm 

Soccer Manila Addictive 

Hollywood Collection Ocean 

Nightbreed (IM) Ocean 

Back to the Future 2 Mirrorsoft 

Monty Python Virgin 

Fun School 3 (5-7) Database 

BSS Jane Seymour Gremlin 

World Cup Soccer ‘90 ‘Virgin 

Batman - The Movie Ocean 

Chase HQ Ocean 

The Spy Who Loved Me Domark 

Fire and Forget 2 Titus 

Impossamole Gremlin 

Dungeon Master Mirrorsoft 

Rick Dangerous 2 Microstyle 

Last Ninja 2 System 3 

Championship Run Impulze 
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BIGGEST CLUBS 
GREATEST DEALS 


Shockware Prices include UK and EEC Postage and Packing. 


i (Energy magazine) News, Reviews ‘and ‘Graphics 
Screen shots, pack shots, charts, latest Giga-Savers. 40 
colour reviews in every issue. Night City Cybertoon and 
the kill-or-die adventures of the Cyberpunk NAG street 
gang - It's Cyber-fantastic! NRG - bi-monthly to all Special 


Reserve members 
¢ Rele 


8, sent bi-monthly 


os ° 9, open 7 days, to 8pm weekdays. 
} 30 POOL ......... 8.49 ELIMINATOR connGl49 LEGEND OF THE SWORD ......4.99 SHADOW WARRIORS 13.4 by first class post. 
ADVANCED TACTICAL ELITE 9.99 LEISURE SUIT LARRY 1 22.49 SHADOWGATE 3.99 ° sent when we receive CEE order. 
FIGHTER 2 17.49 ELVIRA - MISTRESS OF LEISURE SUIT LARRY 2 24.49 SHOOT ‘EM-UP CONSTR KIT...8.49 
Aaa VN eS % 15.99 THE DARK «19.99 LEISURE SUIT LARRY 3 ..24.99 SIMCITY 11.99 a5 
APPRENTICE... 12.99 EPIC 16.99, LEMMINGS 15.99 SIMULCRA 16.49 
ARCHIPELAGOS, 6.49 ESCAPE FROM THE PLANET LIFE AND DEATH 15.99 SKYCHASE 5.99 : or r change of order on quest f delayed. 
ARMOUR-GEDDON 16.49 OF THE ROBOT MONSTERS 13.49 LIGHT CORRIDOR 15.99 SNOWSTRIKE 16.49 J 7 to buy. 
ATOMIC ROBOKID 16.49 ESWAT 16.49 LINE OF FIRE 16.49 SORCERER (INFOCOM) 9.99 > 
AWESOME ....0-000-- 21.99 EUROPEAN SUPER LEAGUE 15,99 LOMBARD RAC RALLY 15.49 SPACE ACE 27.99 J 
B.A.T (UBI SOFT) EYE OF HORUS ..... 5.49. LOOM 19.49 SPACE QUEST 1 (SIERRA) ...22.49 
(WITH SOUND CARD) ............22.49 P16 FALCON ........ 10.99 “LORDS OF CHAOS 13.49 SPACE QUEST 2 (SIERRA) ...22.49 
B.S.S JANE SEYMOUR F16 FALCON MISSION DISK 1 12.99 LOTUS ESPRIT TURBO SPACE QUEST 3 (SIERRA) «..19.99 
(FED'N QUEST 1) .99 F16 FALCON MISSION DISK 2 18.49 CHALLENGE ..........sce---15.99 SPEEDBALL.. 
BAAL cetecrscrokcees 49 F19 STEALTH FIGHTER.........19,99 LURKING HORROR ...............5.99° SPEEDBALL 2 ( 
BACK TO THE FUTURE 2 ......16.49 F29 RETALIATOR .....1.. 1649 MU.DS SPELLBOUND 13.49 
BACKGAMMON ROYALE 16.99 FERRARI FORMULA4 8.99 (MEAN UGLY DIRTY SPORT) 15.49 SPELLBREAKER (INFOCOM) ....5.99 
BAD LANDS. ..... 16.49 FINAL BATTLE (PSS) 16.49 M1 TANK PLATOON ae 19.49 SPINDIZZY 2 16,99 
BALANCE OF POWER ........--. 6.99 FINAL COMMAND? ........ “8.99 MEAN STREETS 16.49 SPY WHO LOVED ME 16.49 
BALLISTIX 6.49 FINAL CONFLIOT....... 15.99 MENACE 6.99 ST ADVENTURE CREATOR ...13.99 
BALLYHOO (INFOCOM), 5.99 FIRE AND FORGET 2 1649 MICKEY MOUSE. 5.49 STAR RAY 5.99 
BATTLE COMMAND 16.49 FISH! (M/SCROLLS) ... 6.99 MIDNIGHT RESISTANCE 16.49 STARFLIGHT 16.99 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 18.99 MIDWINTER - sesseee 19.99 STARGLIDER 2 5.99 
(D/S DRIVE) .......... 19.49 FLIGHT SIMULATOR 2 22.99 MILLENIUM 2.2 ..4....... ...7.49 STATIONFALL (INFOCOM) 5.99 
BATTLE SQUADRON 15.99 FLOOD "16.49 MONTY PYTHONS STORM ACROSS EUROPE ...19.49 
BATTLEMASTER 15.49 FOOTBALL DIRECTOR 2 1399 FLYING CIRCUS 19.99 STOS (GAMES CREATOR).....19.99 
BATTLESTORM 16.49 FOOTBALL MANAGER 2 + MURDER 13.99 STOS COMPILER... 13.99 
IBERAVAL verntacrscrcoenees -..19.49 EXPANSION... ...849 MURDER IN SPACE 15.99 STRIDER 2... ic 16.49 
BEYOND ZORK (iNFOCOM) 7.49--FUN SCHOOL 3 | 3 (2-5 YRS) ......15.99 MYSTICAL ........... “10.49 STUNT CAR RACER | 16.49 
BILLY THE KID ...... . ‘UN HOOL 3 (5-7 YRS) 15.99 N.A.R.C .16.49 SUPER GRIDRUNNER 6.99 ; : ‘ + 
BLACK CAULDRON FUN SCHOOL 3 (7+ YRS) ......15.99 NAVY S.E.A.L.S ..16.49 SUPER WONDERBOY 7.99 Our 32 page bi-monthly magazine Is _— 
1) BLITZKRIEG = MAY 1940. BUTURE WARS... 16.49 NEBULUS 2 .... 16.49 SUPERBASE PERSONAL 2 essential reading for those interested in 
i INTL ED 25s -.--8,99, NEVER MIND ... 6.49 (DATABASE) .... 69.99 i ; 
BLOODWYCH + DATA DISK ....11.99 GFA BASIC V3.0 COMPILER ...22.49\ NIGEL MANSELL'S GRAND PRIX 7.99 SUPREMACY. 19.49 adventures or role-playing games. 
a BOMBER MISSION DISK... i.49 INTERPRETER. ANTERLACTIV Md wae 
11.49 INTERPRETER ........ 36.99 (INTER-ACTIVE MOVIE) 16.99 TANT ‘ . 
BREACH 2 ... :99 GO PLAYER PROFESSIONAL ...19.49 NIGHTSHIFT 16.99 (APB, HARD DRIVIN® TOOBIN, Written by Magnetic Scrolls, authors of 
CADAVER GOLD OF THE AZTECS ..... 13.99 NITRO....... 16.99 DRAGON SPIRIT, XYBOTS) ..:19.49 Wonderland. 
CAPTIVE.. 1(SI Ayicvees 6.99 “NORTH AND ‘SOUTH 10.99 TEAM SUZUKI 16.99 H 19, j 0) 
CARRIER COMMAND. 8.49 GOLDEN AXE 1649 NUCLEAR WAR 13.99 TEAM YANKEE 19.49 CU Amiga 90%, Amiga Format 87% 
CARTHAGE . ane al 16.49 BHERNG 9.49 OBITUS .. % 21.99 TEENAGE MUTANT HERO 
CHAMPION OF 16.49 NORMAN'S GOLF 16.99 OPERATION HARRIER "16.49 TURTLES 2 15.99 : 
CHAMPIONS OF KRYNN 19.99 GUILD OF THIEVES .. 6.99 OPERATION STEALTH .........16.99 TEENAGE QUEEN Manned weekdays until 8pm and on 
CHAOS STRIKES BACK 10.99 HARD DRIVIN’........ 6.49 OPERATION THUNDERBOLT 13.49 (STRIP POKER) 10.49 Sundays 
CHAOS STRIKES HARD DRIVIN' 2 : 15.99 PACMANIA 2.99 THE KEEP ..... 16.99 
BACK EDITOR ....... HILL STREET BLUES ........ 16.49 PAINTWORKS (ART pce) 5.99 THE LOST PATROL . fe 16.49 
CHASE H.Q 2 (SCI) ... 49 HITCH HIKERS GUIDE PANG. ou... Neos ..13.99 THEME PARK MYSTERY 6.49 Choose one 
CHESS CHAMPION 2175 19.49 (BUDGET). 8.99 PARADROID 90. ...16.49  THUNDERBIRDS..... fi for Atari 
CHRONOQUEST 2 «1.8.49 HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION PAWN (M/SCROLLS) 6.99 THUNDERSTRIKE ‘on yg free for Atari 
CHUCK YEAGER'S AFT 2.0 ...16.99 (ROBOCOP, GHOSTBUSTERS 2, PHANTASIE 2 (SSI) 7.99 OR Vi A || ST, Amiga or 
CLOUD KINGDOMS .6.99 INDIANA JONES, BATMAN PIRATES... 16.99 : Mm BM. ‘Please chone 
| CODENAME ICEMAN THE MOVIE) 18.99 PLANETFALL (BUDGET) ..8.99 TOTAL RECALL... i oe Pp ; 
(1 MEG) (SIERRA) _........... .7.49) PLAYER MANAGER..... 12.99 TOWER OF BABEL .... : if you have a different machine. 
COLONEL'S BEQUEST HOME ACCOUNTS (DIGITA) ...22.99 POLICE QUEST 1 (SIERRA) ...22.49 TOYOTA CELICA GT RA Y" 16.49 
(1 MEG) (SIERRA) HORROR ZOMBIES ........... POLICE QUEST 2 (SIERRA) ...24.99 é E 
COLORADO ...... HOUND OF SHADOW POOL OF RADIANCE (SSI) ..19.49 
COLOSSUS X CHESS IMMORTAL (1 MEG)...... POPULOUS 16.49 
CONFLICT EUROPE . 6.49 IMPERIUM POPULOUS PROMISED LANDS 8.99 TURN IT (SHANGHAI VARIANT) 13.49 
CONQUESTS OF CAMELOT INFESTATION ......... POWERDRIFT s 5.99 TURRICAN .... 12.99 
(1 MEG) (SIERRA) 24.99 INFIDEL (INFOCOM) .. POWERDRONME ......... 8.99 TV SPORTS (U. S) FOOTBALL. 9.99 
CORPORATION.. e INTERNATIONAL SOCCER POWERMONGER.... i899 TV SPORTS BASKETBALL i649 EEC £34.99. WORLD £39.99. 
CORRUPTION (MiSCROLLS) 6.99 CHALLENGE . ..16.49 PRESIDENT ELEGT (SSI).........6.49 ULTIMA5 18.49 
CRACK DOWN..... IT CAME FROM THE DESERT ...19.49 PROPHECY - VIKING CHILD ...14.49 ULTIMATE RIDE ..... 15.99 
CRIME DOESN'T PAY IVAN STEWARTS SUPER PROTEXT W/PROCESSOR__...47.99 UMS 2- UNIVERSAL 
CRIMEWAVE 1 OFF-ROAD RACER . 16.49 PURPLE SATURN DAY .. 5.99 MILITARY SIMULATOR 2 
CURSE OF THE AZURE BOND z 6.99 PUZZNIC 13.99 UMSCIVIL WAR DISK . 
(1 MEG) (SSI). 6.49 QUEST FOR GLORY UMS VIETNAM DISK 
CUTTHROATS (INFOCOM) ...17.49 JINXTER (M/SCROLLS)... 6.99 (HERO'S QUEST) (1 MEG)......24.99 UN SQUADRON 
DAMOCLES JUDGE DREDD. 13.99 QUEST FOR GLORY 2 UNINVITED ........ 
DAMOCLES M K-SPREAD 4.0 (1 MEG) (SIERRA) ..24.99 UNTOUCHABLE 
DAMOCLES MISSION DISK 2 (SPREADSHEET) 85.99 QUESTRON 2 (SS)) 7.99 VAXINE ..ecscccsceessseccseeessss-16.49 [hh one SSeS 
DEATH TRA 15.99 A-TYPE wl... 114199 VENUS=THE FLY TRAP. 
| DEJAVU . KICK OFF . 6.99 RAINBOW ISLAND ... 13.49 VOODOO NIGHTMARE nes ONES CEE MEMBERS aur Me ee oalat aaNet SO NERS 
] DEJA VU 2 KICK OFF 2. 242.99 REACH FOR THE SKIES 19.49 VOYAGER oe : 
DELUXE PA KICK OFF 2-F TLE 10.49 »RED STORM RISING 16.99 .WELLTRIS ....- (PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 
DICK TRACY ..... KICK OFF 2 - RETURN RICK DANGEROUS 2 . 16.49 WHEELS OF FIRE 
DISNEY ANIMATIO! TO EUROPE 6.49 RIDERS OF ROHAN... 16.49 WINGS.OF DEATH Name & Address — a ee 
DRAGON BREED KICK OFF 2 - WINNING RINGS OF ZILFIN (SS!) 9.49 WIPEOUT .... 3 
DRAGON'S LAIR . TACTICS ...... 6.49 ROADWAR EUROPA (SSI) ......7.49 WITNESS (INFOCOM) .... 
DRAGON'S LAIR 2 KILLING CLOUD & A 16.99 ROBOCOP 2 15.99 WOLFPACK = = _ ——— 
}] DRAGONFLIGHT KILLING GAME SHOW. 16.99 ROCKET RANGER 5.99 WONDERLAND (i MEG) 
] DRAGONS BREATH KINGS QUEST 1,28 .........24.99 ROGUE TROOPER 16.99 (M/SCROLLS) 
] ORAKKHEN KINGS QUEST 40 ..0.............24.99 RORKE'S DRIFT 15.99 WRATH OF THE DEMON - —_———- 
DUNGEON MASTE KLAX 13.49 ROTATOR 12.99 XENON 2, MEGABLAST 
DUNGEON MASTER EDITOR F KNIGHTS OF LEGEND” 18.49 S.T.U.N RUNNER ...... 16.49 XIPHOS 
DYNASTY WARS KULT . 5.99 SEASTALKER (INFOCOM) ......5.99 Z-OUT... Post Code Tel—— ee a 
E-MOTION LEATHER GODDESSES SECRET AGENT SLY SPY.......13.49  ZORK 1 (INFOCOM) z Ps 
EAST VS. WEST (BUDGET) ............ peo 8.99 SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 16.99 ZORK2(INFOCOM) ........... 5.25"/*3.5"/ 
ECO PHANTOMS ... LEGEND OF FAERGHIL | 17.99 SHADOW OF THE BEAST ......16.49 ZORK TRILOGY (INFOCOM) ...19.99 Computer +3 "Tape 
Payable to: ; 


Quickjoy Superboard . 


MES Ups 


18.49 


< 2 eas eve pea es 


Nintendo 


Official UK Version. Free Shockware holsters & membership. 


Special Reserve or Official Secrets 
P.O. Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH 


Existing members please enter 
your Membership No. 


Special Reserve £6 UK, £8 EEC, £10 World or 
Official Secrets £29.99 UK, £34.99 EEC, £39.99 World 


Quickjoy Jet Fighter . .14.99 Gameboy + Tetris, two player lead, stereo 


Quickjoy Supercharger 12.95 headphones and batteries Corporation cat or With Sim City a STFORM8 
in Competition Pro Extra autofire 112.49 4+FREE Special Reserve membership 69 99 and Myth and Myth 
ores seem arioan st +FREE Shockware Gameboy holsters. ¥ PLEASE ENTER MEMBERSHIP FEE 

Software etc. (more soon) 
ALLEYWAY..... 15.99 SUPER MARIO LAND . Item 
GOLF 15.99 TENNIS. o.sessecsccssssesss 
Qix -15.99 SHOCKWARE GAMEBOY 
SOLAR STRIKER “145.99 HOLSTER WITH BELT Item ‘ 
SONY ten is 
3.5” DS/DD Item 


Official UK Version. Free Special Reserve membership. 


119.99 


Software Prices include UK or EEC Postage. 
World software orders please add £1.00 per item. 
For non-software items such as joysticks or blank disks 
please add 10% EEC or 25% World for carriage 


Overseas orders must be paid by credit card. 
Credit card issue/expiry date 
*CHEQUE/*POSTAL ORDER/*ACCESS/*VISA 


DISK + LABEL 
£19.99 


| PLASIC STORAGE BOX, HOLDS TEN 3.5” DISKS ...1. 
3.5” DISK HEAD CLEANER 
DISK BOX 3.5” (100 CAP) DIVIDERS, LOCKABLE 
DISK BOX 3.5” (40 CAP) DIVIDERS, LOCKABLE . 
DISK BOX 3.5” (80 CAP) DIVIDERS, LOCKABLE . 
DISK BOX, STACKABLE, 3.5” (90 CAP) DRAWER 
CUMANA ATARI ST 3.5"720K EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE ... 


Lyn X colour handheld system + mains 
powerpack & California Games 


BLUE LIGHTNING 
ELECTRO COP 
GAUNTLET 3 
KLAX .... 

MS PACMAN 


PAPERBOY 

ROAD BLASTERS. 
SLIMEWORLD . 
XENEPHOBE .. 
ZALOR MERCENARY 


cop a ga 


86.99 


POWER DRIVES 

@ 720K formatted capacity 

@ Quiet, reliable and 
inexpensive 

@& Comes with free utility 
disk 

@ 12 months warranty 


@ VAT and delivery 
included 


CHOOSE BETWEEN 
The PC720E 


ideal for those ona 
budget...powered from the 
ST’s joystick port. 
Complete with thu’ port. 
Tried and trusted!! 


The PC720 

with built in 240v Power 
supply and connection 
leads. Why clutter your 
desk with an external 
power supply...our’sis 


built-in!! 
ONLY £59.99 ONLY £49.99 
TOP QUALITY 80 disks and box £59 


Double sided internal 
replacement 3-5” 


ONLY £39.99 


Installation requires opening 


40 disks and lockable 
storage box 


POW EIR" CO) 


= Sendinthe order form Now!..... 


BLITZ TURBO 


£19.95 
Blitz is the ultimate personal backup tool that will 
successfully copy most ST disks in a fraction of the time of 
GEM or other copiers. By cleverly bypassing your ST’s disk 
controller chip, Blitz will copy a single sided disk from 
internal to the external drive in only 23 seconds, or 41 
seconds for any double sided disk! Tired of hanging around? 
Our unique copier will Blitz your backup time! 


OFFER Buy any Power Drive and get Blitz Turbo for ONLY £15 


1988 Copyright Act - It is illegal to copy copyrighted material 
without the permission of the copyright. 


SUPER CHARGER 


5.25 Disk Drive £99 


TV VV VT VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VF 


and modification of the ST’s case £29.95 
ee StateoltheartPCEmulator (a Si eal tS 
for the Atari ST, and is ideal for ee with PC 
Komix Speed King joystick EO. tolughhto DMated age medium using cheaper 8.25 
iskettes. 
Replacement 2 button ST mouse £19.99 DOS 4.01 Supplied 3.5/5.25 Multidrive 
j The king of ST disk drives with 
The Naksha mouse kit £35 Hard Disk Compatible can ae aa 
vided allows you to use both drives 
@ 1MB On-board Memory aba your i: ve togeher 
3 .25" drive is 40-80 t 
—ti ~ i Can act as ST RAM disk switchable and je ideal for use vith 
Paull emutators. 
4G a 
wae | £299 £199 
PRINTERS 
' The new 
ae LC200 Colour Printer! 
The ultra hi-res optical ST mouse with pad £35 
{ 
MONITORS & SCANNERS " 
The SM124 hi-res monitor £129 a Vi 
= F : £269 @ LC200 Colour model LC10 Mono £169 @ 
Phillips 8833 colour medium res monitor @ Parallel Cable LC200 Colour £239 & 
@ 200 sheets paper XB 10-24 Colour £499 @ 
Tue Kempston:Hand Stanmer £229 i 200 address labels Epson LX 400 £169 li 
@ Amazing flexidump Utility 
if on Also in stock, an impressive range of 
cn 4 automatic sheet feeder’s replacement ribbons 
fe & printer stands 
My, LC10 Colour Fabric 
= he Printing Kit! £24.95 
a 
a Enquiries in Italy contact Power Computing Italy, Via delle Baleari, 00121 Ostla Lido, Rome 
Enquiries in Australia contact ACL Engineering, Perth (09) 481 0555 
; : Enquiries in France contact Power Computing, Paris (1) 43 75 94 00 
The Migraph Hand scanner with touch-up £399 For latest prices see our advert in New Computer Express 


VIP USING: 


.. or Telephone.0234 273000 


AHARDDRIVE 
THESAMESIZEASAFLOPPY'! 


Power Computing, leaders in the home computer peripheral market are proud to 
present the Slimline Series Hard Disk Drive. Our new drive is an amazing 23cm long, 
10cm wide and a mere 3cm high! The drive contains a whisper quiet drive 
mechanism with autoparking heads as standard. It can be powered either direct 
from the Atari ST using a lead provided (requires the ST to be opened), or from the 
optional power supply. 

The drive comes complete with the industry standard ICD Hard Disk Utilities, 
reputed to be the best and most comprehensive available for the ST. 


™@ 23cm x 10cm x 3cm - that’s the same size as our FLOPPY DRIVES! 

@ Available in 20MB, 40MB and MASSIVE 110MB Sizes! 

@ Whisper quiet - New design eliminates the need for a fan 

And now for the good news! Due to advances in design, the Power Slimline hard 


Disk drives come to you at prices even cheaper than the existing hard disk 
“Dinosaurs” made by many manufacturers! 


20MB 40MB 110MB 
Power Slimline Series Hard Disk £299 £399 £599 


12/5V Power Supply £25 


Also Available Now... Build Your Own Hard Disk!! 


These high-quality ICD interfaces are ideal as a start for building your own hard disk 
drive unit. They are compatible with all popular makes of SCSI drive and come 
complete with the powerful ICD Hard disk utilities and full fitting instructions 


Micro-SCSIi AD-SCSI Add-SCSI Plus 
For an Internal Mega Drive With Thru Port With a Battery backed clock! 
£69 


ER 
Fr foust itscr 


Power House is the fast expanding di- 
rect sales arm of Power Computing 
Ltd. With competitive prices, backed 
by large stocks and a trained sales and 
technical department. Our high speed 
computerised service makes Power 
the first stop for the Atari enthusiast. 
Call us now on 0234 273000 for advice 
on the very latest in software and 
peripherals. 


Rushin your credit card order FREE on 
0800 581742. Make the most of our 
“fast fax” service on 0234 270133, or 
simply fillin and post this form to: 


Power Computing Ltd, 
Power House, 

44a Stanley Street, 
Bedford, MK41 7RW. 


| Name 


| Address 


Postcode = 


 Taeghte Oe 5 eas 


| System owned 


Credit Card No. 


Expiry Date 


Signature 


| would like to order Be 


Make Cheques Payable to 
Power Computing Ltd 


| enclose a cheque/PO for Ms 


ms Choices to Keep you [ | 
a Spellbound at Truly MERLIN 


ee | Wizard Pri ces : ye hoor, woor. 


ATARI PACKS: 


ASK ABOUT NEW 


ATARI 1040 STE EXTRA PACK 


Now you can buy that complete Business Package and...YOU'LL 
SAVE MONEY 100! With the NEW ATARI 1040STE EXTRA PACK 
you get a 1040STE and all the following... 

we ST GRAPH Business Graphics 

we ST WORD Word Processing Package 


ve ST BASE Database Ups. 
WORK, LEARN & PLAY WITH YOUR NEW ATARI 520STEM be Hee stata ea a 
Ake Now you can buy the tried Ik we STAC ae a \ ALe 
and tested Atari 520STFM te +HYPERPAINT — sf 
bo 


PRINCE — Inclusive of VAT, Postage and FREE ST BASIC 


with ALL of the following... ATARI 520STE WITH BUILT-IN 1 Mb 3.5" D/S DRIVE, 
Ht x FirST BASICWrite your own Basic Ak 512K RAM, MOUSE, STEREO SOUND, 4096 COLOURS, 
Programmes - Easy to learn! PORT FOR LIGHT PEN/GUN, UP TO 4Mb EXPANSION 
wy te bh CHROME Pea auoning 'OSSIBLE (SIMMS), ABILITY TO USE GENLOCK DEVISES, 
} cures on your own i 
Ae ‘ Y Yk fas. A super bundle just right for Christmas 


*« §.T.0.5.Great games creation 


ackage, make your own games! : 7 
ye Ne Cr TOURA foriclate TOOSTEM Jk INDIANA JONES & THE LAST CRUSADE, IMPOSSIBLE 


Atari Leads/, 


NEW NEW 
PHILIPS CM8833/II 4:22 


14" COLOUR STEREO MONITOR WITH GREEN SCREEN SWITCH 
Successor to the popular (M8833 the new Mark II version is 
sleeker looking than the old model and with Merlin you'll get 
the exclusive ‘Artist’ pack. This designer version is colour 
keyed and includes a kit to apply to YOUR keyboard to match. 


j Free a1 % ji i 
olading ? i j 
: earideall £ : 49 


PHILIPS CM8833/II (STANDARD) £949 
As above but without that designer touch. 

ATARI BRANDED MONITORS... PHONE 
Prices fluctuate all the time for AtariSM124 FOR 
12" Mono & SC1224 12" Colour Monitors so... PRICES! 


FREE with EVERY ST 


MISSION Hl, SUPER CYCLE, HUMAN KILLING MACHINE 
GREAT GAMES Shace Merier OUTRUN, DRAGON'S BREATH, BLOOD MONEY AND 


' ANARCHY along with FIRST BASIC, STOS, HYPER- 
Ak Bir: Haute offun tar youl Wk PAINT II, MUSIC MAKER Il, AND CX40 JOYSTICK! 


AK Great New Pack ata Great Low Price! Hk 
O1ly a 


1 1 A nwo ~ - (fed 
WE y hues Add one or more of our ‘SORCERORS PACKS' to extend your choice Ka NT ERS (otdig RES Late! 
SAY CHOIC and SAVE EVEN MORE...Only from MERLIN! only from MERLIN STAR LC 10 Mono £159 
and we mean it. (Only available when you buy an Atari, see notes on individual packs*) t i ._ | 9 Pin Dot Matrix, 120/25cps MONO 
SOOOEO | O©OOOCEO | Oa See ‘ee a Sean Rone ae COLOUR Eup) 
D SORCERORS PACK 1. | © SORCERORS PACK2 x? ete with © ~ \B} STAR LC24/200 Mono £255 
( i) Mouse Mat 10 GREAT GAMES @©) 22 SOFTWARE TITLES § 4] THE ULTIMATE IN Com anual | §} 24 Pin Dot Matrix, 200/67cps MONO 


i mon ‘ 
ST Dust Cover (Worth £219.50) Arkanoid I, Beyond the ef) om = ATARI EXTRAS 110, al STAR LC24/200 Colour £289 
@ Mogablaster Joystick Ppemain, Sec, f) Doe ead Se, J as | ieee ey | 24 Pin Dot Matrix, 200/67cps COLOUR 

Ten Blank Disks in Rock 'N’ Roll, Asterix, Quadrolien, Marble Madness, | y Cover, Megablaster are made only subject to Merlin Express are a STAR REGISTERED DEALER 


Lib ¢ ! Rick Dangerous, PW) Seconds Out, R Genesis, Joystick, Ten Blank lability (Check with 
aamialaas | | Live and Let Die, ~ | Theirs, Tues Rochon Disks in Library Case, sib hs 1 ordering) i and a CITIZEN AUTHORISED DEALER 


Chess Player 2150, Starquake, Wizball, Ranaramo, Ten Great Games (as CITIZEN 120D+ £139 
] | Onslaught, Trivial 


Sommer Olympiad 88, Test Pack 2), PLUS...your W111] IN ‘|| 9 Pin Dot Matrix, 120/25cps MONO 
Pursuit a New hy ie ruber choice of one of our V CITIZEN 24D ee £219 
Feaieaeg, Devin pene | sacar 24 Plin Dot Matrix, 120/40cps MONO 
(‘Available with ANY ST) Great Vater ne” een Oty Gtmes : : CITIZEN SWIFT 9 

) 6 TACT 9 Pin Dot Matrix, 160/40cps MONO/COLOUR 


Ae AL) © MONO VERSION ———————_——- £199. 
other hardware (eg Printer) 


SO AT aa acre) COLOUR VERSION — £229 
EI =6CITIZEN SWIFT 24 


24 Pin Dot Matrix, 160/53cps MONO/COLOUR 
SUPER DEALS ON SUPERBASE| Apne rcidlatris, 160/53eps MONO/COLOUR | 


MONO VERSION 
SUPERBASE SUPERBASE 


COLOUR VERSION ————_—____ £319 
PERSONAL PERSONAL 23.02 2 YEAR WARRANTY WITH ALL CITIZEN PRINTERS! 
The orginal Superbase A more comprehensive ‘HAPhVEC 


Crent a 
SEGOND DISK DF 
Personal. A brilliant and version with added | SEC ; 


easy to use database features, excellent CUMANA CSA 354i —1Meg. 3.5" Single Internal £65 
for your Atari uptodate database! | CUMANA CSA 354 — 1Meg. 3.5" Single External £79 
CUMANA CSA 1000 = 1Meg. 5.25" Single External £135 

£ U 9.99 £39.99 ATARI SF 354 1Meg. 5.25" Single External £115 
ATARI MESAFILE PHONE FOR LATEST PRICES AND 
HARD DRIVES 


ARI 


CCCQUAATIYY 


el (‘Available with ANY ST) (“Available with ANY ST) 


MERLING "SORCERORS SEVEN™ 


SEVEN OF THE LATEST SOFTWARE RELEASES BROUGHT TO 
YOU BY MERLIN EXPRESS AT A PRICE TO BEWITCH... 
Please note the titles listed are advertised now based on the release dates 
issued by software distributors. Each title should be available on or before 
the sale date of this magazine. We do not, however, accept responsibility 
for delays in release dates by software houses or distributors. 
We strongly recommend you check availability before placing 

2 _, your order. Faulty software will ONLY 
te replaced with the same title, NO REFUNDS CAN BE GIVEN. 


DICK TRACY ———————-_ £19.99 

Sreavru fre tes TEENAGE MUTANT HERO TURTLES £19.99 
c Kone F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER £23.9 

oes 

ww 


x BETRAYAL ROBOCOP, GHOSTBUSTERS II, INDIANA _— 
C INTERNATIONAL JONES & THE LAST CRUSADE, BATMAN | DISK STORAGE BOXES aon 
SOCCER CHALLENGE THE MOVIE all in ONE GREAT NEW PACK! | 80 Capacit : 
GREMLINS 11 MOUSE MATS £4.95 
| ROBOCOP Il ——— f 23.99 DUST COVERS... 


ST'S, Star Printers, Philips Monitors £5.95 
member NEW titles are being added all the time! SPEEDKING-Autofire £10.95 


OTHER TITLES MAY BE AVAILABLE...ASK FOR DETAILS 
chased with an ST or if bi han o1 


a 


ALL MERLINS PRICES INCLUDE V.A.T, AND POSTAGE (UK Mainland) 


Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information shown in our advertisement is correct, you should ALWAYS confirm any Offers, Prices, Availability etc. prior to placing 
your order. We endeavour to supply everything as shown and we will ONLY change anything should it be forced upon us by manufacturers or our suppliers. Because our J 
advertising is booked so far in advance; Merlin therefore reserve the right to alter equipment specifications, withdraw any product/offer or update prices (and that can 
be either up OR down), without prior notice. PLEASE CHECK DETAILS PRIOR TO ORDERING, 
Vv 4 Merlin guarantee NEVER to supply anything that has been subject to change without you, the customer, being informed of, and agreeing to, that change. 3 
ORDERING: Just phone our 24 hour order line using your Access/Visa card, OR, WARRANTY: Goods that prove faulty within 30 days will be exchanged for NEW. After 30 days, 
send a cheque/postal order with your requirement details. (Cheques and within 12 months from purchase (6 Months for software), faults will be BX AR Ea Sins EShoMe [ar-E Dp 
f / 1 44? need clearance unless issued by Bank/Building Society for you) rectified by the relevant manufacturers’ repair agent and returned to you by courier. 
LIVERY: Goods will be d hed b REE OF CHARGE to UK Mainland “Sorcerors Seven’ s/w will ONLY be exchanged for the SAME TITLE; no refunds can 
: A A ESSIEN tA TCE Cr CANE aU MENA he granted (...due to piracy of sAware by a minority who spoil things for everyone) DEPTST F719, UNIT C7, THE ROPEWALK INDUSTRIAL CENTRE, 


addresses unless you request courier service (up to 25Kg) as follows: 
NEXT WORKING DAY...add £6 to order, TWO WORKING DAYS...add £5 COLLECTION: Merlin Express are predominantly a mail order company but we welcome customers STATION ROAD, ILKESTON, DERBYSHIRE. DE? 5HX 


% ot Y THREE WORKING DAYS...add £4, SATURDAY DELIVERY...add £12 to our trade/collection counter who wish to pick up goods from us. Why nol payusa TELEPHONE: 0602 441442 FAX: 0602 440141 


(Merlin will ALWAYS despatch goods day of order unless otherwise discussed) visit, we will always be pleased to help you with your enquiries, 


NTIL CHRISTMAS: OPEN SAT & SUN (Phone for times)... THAT'S THE MAGIC OF MERLIN! 


E&OE ALL our currently advertised offers supercede any previously advertised offer(s) and goods are NOT supplied on a trial basis. 


) 
. oe 


CRUISE FOR 
‘A CORPSE 


Delphine/US Gold 


This is the latest Cinematique adventure, follow- 


ing hot on the heels of Future Wars and Opera- 
tion Stealth. The classic Delphine adventure 
environment was re-written for Operation Stealth 
and US Gold claimed it was perfect. That envi- 
ronment has been re-written again to enable you 
to talk to the characters and glean valuable infor- 
mation from them. Surprise, surprise, US Gold 
are now claiming this is even better. Cruise for a 
Corpse is set in the '20s, on board a luxury 
yacht. Your host has been murdered and you 
need to interrogate his guests to find the culprit. 
Cruise for a Corpse is due out in April. Del- 
phine are currently working on another adven- 
ture likely to appear in October. Plans could 
change, but at the moment they want this to be 
Future Wars 2. Watch for details in FORMAT! 


Virgin 
The comic has achieved cult status because 
of its crude jokes and often comically 
obscene stories. Now there’s a computer 
game which looks set to do exactly the same 
thing. The game is a race between Johnny 
Fartpants, Biffa Bacon and Buster Gonad. 
There are five levels in the game, each of 
which makes up a separate location for you 
to race over — countryside, beach, building 
site, town and disco. There are different 
obstacles for each of the levels and the char- 
acters each have their own special abilities. 
Johnny can fart his way over obstacles, Biff 
can punch people’s lights out and Buster has 


a wheelbarrow to carry his unnaturally large — 
er, gonads. The game is being written by 
Probe (Fnarr, Fnarr), who were responsible 
for coding Outrun and Black Tiger. 


Beatie: 
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LEISURE futures 


Just when you thought it was safe to shut your 
eyes and finally go to bed, there’s another host 
of games on the horizon ready to keep you up 
all night. Mark Higham picks out the potential 
winners vying for your hard-earned cash 


PREDATOR 2 


Imageworks 


A sneak preview of Mirrorsoft’s latest licence tie-up. Predator 2, the film, is due out at the end 
of Spring and at the same time Mirrorsoft are going to be releasing their arcade game. It’s set 
in the year 1995, and you're the cop caught in the middle of a drug war on the Los Angeles 
streets. Shoot’em-up action and 3D sideways scrolling are promised — whatever that may 
mean. With so many licence deals coming from Mirrorsoft over the last few months, what we all 
want to know is what's happened to their quality original releases? 


MIGHTY BOMBJACK 


Elite 


Ever been to a Bombjack 
party? The idea is to run round 
Belfast defusing bombs and 
the last one to get blown up is 
the winner. Elite are basing a 
computer game around this 
enormously popular — party 
trick. Mighty Bombjack com- 
prises a series of levels lit 
tered with bombs. The plan is 
to find the fizzing bomb and 
run over it. AS soon as one 
fizzing bomb has _ gone, 
another of the bombs on 
screen begins to fizz and you 
need to pick it up before it 
explodes. Mighty Bombjack 
promises to come with 17 
levels incorporating over 250 
screens. Unfortunately, you 
don't get a free sniffer dog. 


ST FORMAT 2] 


LEISURE futures 


HILLBILLY 
MOONSHINE 
RACERS 


Millennium 


Racing games are changing. The bog-standard 
racing game is no more; now a car game must 
have something different to be a success. Mil- 
lennium have given the standard racing 

game a complete overhaul to come 

up with Hillbilly — which doesn’t Re 
even sound like a_ racing ex] 
game. Their first change to | 
the common scenario is to “qs 

ditch the souped-up racing : 
car. Instead, you play with 

a run-down truck. 

Another change (and 
it’s a pretty radical one) is 
that this isn’t a race. The 
objective instead is to col- — 
lect moonshine and deliver it 
to your clients. If you run low on 
fuel you can always start burning 
the moonshine, but if you don’t deliver 
enough you don’t get paid. 

Whenever you get back from a trip you 
have the option to visit a shop. This enables 
you to buy new bits and pieces to equip your 
car — for example, a pair of fluffy dice to make 
the sheriff laugh or new wheels to replace 


those lost in your travels. One of the most 
important purchases is a map detailing the 
route you need to take. There are three maps 
available at increasingly extortionate 
prices. The most expensive map 
not only shows you the route 
but also pinpoints any Police 
roadblocks along the way. 
Hillbilly Racers has an 
* excellent pedigree. It’s 
been programmed by the 
same team who wrote 
Continental Circus and 
Chase HQ, so the road 
movement is smooth and 
’ realistic. Heaps of roadside 
’ sprites, such as fuel stations 
and hotels, liven up the action. 
Sound effects are courtesy of 
Justin Scharvona (Hero’s Quest) and 
promise to include sampled banjo noises 
guaranteed to make you turn the volume down. 
You'll have to wait until the end of March 
to get your hands on the game — but if the early 
demos are anything to go by, Hillbilly Moon- 
shine Racers could be worth the wait. 


F 1 think navbe 7 should 
keer of F this 


22 ST FORMAT 


noonsihine*? 


BLUE MAX 


Mindscape 


Flight sims are where it’s at right now. You 
spent the Autumn months playing F-29, 
Winter was the time for F-79 and Blue Max 
could be the flight sim you're playing 
through Spring. 


INSECTS IN 
SPACE 


Hewson 
A typical B-movie name for an unusual shoot- 
*em-up. Baby-snatching killer bees are stealing 
human infants for their own perverse entertain- 
ment. Using your laser-powered eyes, you need 
to blast the bees before they can annihilate the 
human race. Lock up your children! stf 
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No More 
‘Out Of 


Memory’ 
Headaches 


With Frontier Software’s XtRA-RAM, you can do 
away with those nasty ‘Out Of Memory’ messages 
which seem to come up just when you are in a 
hurry to finish your latest creation - whether it’s a 
page of desktop published brilliance, a piece of 
superb artwork or a spreadsheet which contains 
all of the information which your bank manager 
has been demanding since last week. 


Upgrading the RAM memory of your Atari ST 
(whether it's a 520ST, 520STM, 520STFM, 
1040STF, 1040STFM, Mega 1ST or Mega 2ST) 
usually means sending your ST away or doing a 
large amount of delicate nerve-racking soldering 
yourself. Frontier's XtRA-RAM is installed by you, 
in your own home or office without the need for 
any soldering whatsoever (The XtRA-RAM even 
fits STs with surface-mounted MMU°° or RAM 
chips) 


The installation process takes around an hour 
(the XtrRa-RAM simply plugs into two places 
inside your ST) and is carefully explained in a 
detailed 32 page manual which is written with the 
non-technical ST user in mind. If you have any 
problems during the installation process, Frontier’s 
technical staff are always available on the phone 
to offer assistance. 


Most RAM upgrades leave you with your '/,MB 
ST upgraded to 1MB and that's it! If you need any 
extra memory at a later date you are expected to 
go out and buy a Mega.ST - Not so with the Xtra- 
RAM. The XtrRA-RAM has been designed to take 
two sizes of industry-standard RAM memory 
chips. With sixteen 256Kbit RAM chips the XtrRa- 
RAM will upgrade your '/,MB Atari ST to 1MB, 
making it totally memory compatible with the 
1040ST and Mega 1ST. When you decide that 
you need more memory you can change those 
sixteen RAM chips for sixteen 1Megabit chips 
(again with no soldering whatsoever) in around 
ten minutes and your ST will be expanded to 
2'/,MB (520ST, 520STM, 520STFM, 1040STF, 
1040STFM and Mega 1ST will be expanded to 
2'/,MB, Mega 2ST will be expanded to 4MB). 


‘The extra RAM memory that the XtRa-RAM gives 
you is totally compatible with all of your Atari ST 
programs. The ST’s memory controller chip ‘logs’ 
in the extra memory and makes it available for 
your programs. You will automatically get more 
memory for DTP, word processing, MIDI, running 
the Atari Laser printer and everything else that 
you use your ST for. 


Every XtrA-RAM upgrade is supplied with a free 


RAM testing program (so that you know with 
certainty that your installation has worked), RAM 
disk and printer spooler software. 


The XtRa-RAM is supplied under Frontier's ten 
day money back guarantee, which means that if 
you don't like the XtrRa-RAM, for any reason, you 
can return it for a full refund within ten days of 
purchase. The XtrRa-RAM also carries a full twelve 
months’ guarantee. 


Frontier supply the XtRa-RAM in three ways: 

(1) Unpopulated (with no RAM memory chips, so 
that you can purchase your own), 

(2) Populated with 16 256Kbit RAM chips (taking 
any '/,MB ST to 1MB. This, of course, can 
take your ST to 2'/,MB whenever you wish 
simply by changing to 1Megabit RAM chips) 

(3) Populated with 16 1Megabit RAM chips (to 
take any keyboard ST or Mega 1ST to 2'/,MB 
or any Mega 2ST to 4MB). 


©The Xtra-RAM must be fitted to STs with surface-mounted MMU chips by Frontier Software. You can fit the Xtaa-RAM to STs with 
surface mounted RAM chips with no soldering as long as the MMU and Video Shifter chips are in sockets. Call Frontier for more details. 


1@ 1989 Frontver So 
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XtrA-RAM Unpopulated £64.99 

XtrRA-RAM Populated to upgrade 
a '/,MB ST to 1MB (can 
later upgrade to 2'/,MB 
simply by changing RAM 
chips) 

XtRA-RAM Populated with 16 
1Megabit RAM chips 
to upgrade keyboard STs 
and Mega 1STs to 2'/,MB 
and Mega 2STs to 4MB 


£79.99 


£189.99 


All prices include VAT. Please add £2.30 postage and packing to 
all orders under £120.00. Frontier accepts payment by Visa or 
Access. 


Available from your local dealer, or 
direct from: 


ay 


Frontier Software 


P.O. Box 113, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG2 OBE. 
Telephone (0423) 567140/530577. Fax (0423) 522874. 


YOUR NEW ST the basics 


start here! = 


Forget the manual — Richard Monteiro 
introduces the basics of using your ST 


re you one of the many thousands there's still nothing on your monitor or TV. Have 

A who got an ST for Christmas? oe requireg — you been landed with a duff machine? 
Perhaps you've had yours a Don't give up just yet! Leave the 
for a while but still find the whole = “2, ST in this state for long enough and 
thing a mystery and the manual not » % you're greeted with the Desktop, a 
much help. Well, look no further! g green background with several tiny 
Throughout this issue FORMAT oy pictures on it and a few odd words 
answers some of the most common @ at the top. On a black and white 
questions we get asked — but let’s cS TV or Atari's high resolution mono 
48° monitor (SM124) you get the same 
display, except in black and white. 


begin with the basics. 
SWITCHING ON Why the delay? When the ST is switched on 
or reset, it looks for a disk in the internal floppy 


You've plugged in and switched on. The ST’s 
power light is on, its drive light flickers... but drive. If you don’t put a disk in the drive immedi- 


“SELECTING” AN ICON ON THE DESKTOP 


in reverse shading or inverse. To “de- 
select” or cancel a selection, simply 
click on an empty area of Desktop 


aN 


@ With the pointer over the icon you wish 
to select, simply press the left mouse 
button once. The selected item appears 


Desk File View 


Options 


THE GEM DESKTOP: WHAT IT ALL MEANS 


The standard elements of the Desktop are present every time you switch on your ST and get to 
the Desktop — though the icons may not necessarily be in the same place: some programs 
rearrange them, and you can drag them to a new location (see “Dragging” on page 25) 


Uptions 


@ If you find 

yourself puzzled 
menu bar by any techie 

terms, just turn 
disk icons fs 


to FORMAT’s 


special Jargon- 
mouse pointer 2 id 


busters section, 
starting on page 
65, for a quick 
explanation of 
all those 
buzzwords 


desktop work surface 


trash can 


Desk File 


View Options 


The menu bar gives you access to drop- 
down menus. Each heading (Desk, File, View, 
Options) has its own menu. See page 27 for a 
complete explanation of some of the facilities 
you can put into operation from here 


The filing cabinet-like drawers, 
labelled FLOPPY DISK, represent 
= disk drives. Okay, so you’ve only 
wy got one drive and the Desktop 
shows two. Where is the mysterious 


FLOPPY DISK 
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drive B? Fear not! Unless you actually have a 
second floppy drive attached, everything you 
try to do on the drive B icon simply results in 
drive A springing to life 


sq The trash can icon is a probably lot 

il more obvious than the filing cabinet. 
The rubbish, in this case, is any 

unwanted items from your disks 


‘ This arrow shows your position on 
KS the Desktop. Simply move the mouse 


and the pointer moves with it 


Desk File 
—— 


View Options 


h Untitled 


es 


@ Any executable program with a .PRG 
extension contained inside an AUTO 
folder automatically runs when you reset 
your ST or switch it on for the first time - 
see the section on “Booting Up” below 


ately after switching on, the machine takes 
around 20 seconds to realise it’s indeed missing 
a disk and ought to get on with displaying some- 
thing useful before it gets chucked in the bin. 

Try it. Switch the ST on and don’t place 
anything in the drive. 

Of course, you won't want to do this all the 
time — it takes far too long to get to the Desktop 
this way. What you need is a Boot disk. 


BOOTING UP 


Inserting a disk into the ST when you switch on 
or reset has a different result depending on the 
information stored on the disk. 

@ A formatted disk (see “File” commands, page 
27) containing no files causes the Desktop 
display to appear very quickly indeed. 

@ Inserting a non-formatted disk at the start 
causes the ST’s Desktop to take more than 20 
seconds to appear, and also results in the ST 
complaining that data on the disk is damaged. 
@ Insert a disk containing an AUTO folder and 
the ST automatically runs or starts the program 
contained within the folder. Depending on what 
this program is, you may be returned to the 
Desktop once it’s done its business. For more 
on the AUTO folder, see page 135. 

M™ |f the disk you insert contains something 
called a DESKTOP.INF file, unusual things might 
happen — like windows appearing on the Desk- 
top, pictures or icons showing up in odd places, 
and the whole Desktop appearing to be a 
different size - see “Save Desktop”, page 28. 

™ Most games automatically run when you 
insert them and reset your ST. Generally, games 
have a special code located on the boot sector 
of the disk — the part the ST checks straight: 
away — which informs the ST of the whereabouts 
of the game on disk. Things get rather involved 
when dealing with the disk boot sector: let’s just 
say that the majority of programs that make use 
of this do so to prevent prying eyes from seeing 
what makes them tick. 


TOS AND GEM 
Well, you've got to the Desktop. What next? 
Technically, the screen you're now looking at is 
called the GEM Desktop. GEM stands for 
Graphics Environment Manager, which is part of 
the ST's operating system. The operating sys- 
tem (TOS) is the brain of the ST, controlling all 
the machine's functions. GEM is the part of the 
operating system you get to see and interact 
with. Graphically, the GEM Desktop is designed 
to resemble an office with filing cabinet drawers, 
a work surface and rubbish bin - see box at left. 
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MOUSE TALES 


Your mouse is the easiest way of communi- 
cating with your ST. It attaches itself via its tail 
to the ST’s mouse/joystick port, labelled 0. 

Move the mouse on a hard flat surface and 
you can position the pointer anywhere on the 
Desktop. Touch the menu bar with the pointer 
and a menu drops down. That's why they're 
called drop-down menus. To get rid of a menu, 
move the pointer onto an empty piece of Desk- 
top and press the left mouse button once. This 
action is called clicking. Clicking on an icon 
selects it - see the box on page 24. 

Ensure there’s a formatted disk in the drive 
and try this: move the pointer over floppy icon A 
and press the left mouse button twice in quick 
succession. This is called double-clicking. 
You've got to do this quickly, or the floppy drive 
A icon remains highlighted and nothing else hap- 
pens. If you do things properly, a window dis- 
playing the contents of your disk appears — see 
the box on this page. 

Reset the ST. There is another important 
mouse operation for you to try. Move the poin- 
ter till it's roughly in the centre of the screen. 
Press the left mouse button and hold it down. 
Move the mouse so the pointer moves to the 
right and down. A rubber band-like box appears. 
This is useful for making multiple selections. Try 
this: move the pointer so it lies just above the 
floppy drive A icon, then press and hold the left 
mouse button. Move the pointer straight down 
so the rubber band covers both floppy drive 
icons either wholly or partly. Let the mouse 
button go and both drives are selected. 


FLOPPY DISK 


aay 
ka? 
@ Position the mouse pointer over any 


heading in the menu bar and the drop- 
down menus (you guessed it!) drop down 


DRAGGING 


No, dragging isn’t anything to do with getting 
your ST into the next room: it’s a way of 
moving an icon or file to another location on 
the Desktop. This is useful for instance when 
you want to open a window on-screen but 
still have access to that particular icon. 


. 


File View 


Options 


™@ Select the icon you wish to move by 
pressing and holding down the left mouse 
button when the pointer is over it. The icon 
changes to a reverse image to confirm that 
it has been selected 
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FLOPPY DISK 


@ Still holding down the mouse button, move 
the mouse in the desired direction. A ghost 
outline of the selected object accompanies the 
pointer on its travels around the screen 


FLOPPY DISK 


@ Once at your destination, release the mouse 
button. The item you’ve dragged automatically 
drops at the pointer’s last resting place 


KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS FOR COMMANDS 


Sure the mouse is fun, but sometimes it’s faster to use the keyboard — and it saves you moving : 


your pointer all over the screen. GEM, the Graphics Environment Manager which enables ‘ou to 
interact with your ST, has keyboard alternatives for most mouse movements. 


Alternate + arrow or cursor key — moves the 
mouse pointer in the direction of the arrow. 
Note that both keys must be held down simul- 
taneously. 

Alternate Shift + arrow or cursor key — moves 
the pointer in the direction of the arrow in very 
fine pixel increments. 

Alternate Insert — the same as a left mouse 
button click. 

Alternate Cir/Home — the same as a right 
mouse button click. . 

Alternate Help — sends the image on screen to 
the printer. if no printer is present the ST 
hangs for around 20 seconds. 

Ese — pressing this key when a window is 
opened results in the contents of the window 
being updated. Useful, for instance, when you 
swap a disk and wish to quickly see the con- 
tents of the disk in an already open window. 


Q or Control C — when viewing a data fil : 
screen you can return to the Desktop by 
pressing either of the two key combinations. 
Return or Enter — rather than clicking on the 
OK message which appears in countless 
dialogue and alert boxes, press either of these 
keys. In general the item in an alert box 
highlighted with a bold border is the one that 
is actioned when you press Return. 


If you. have machine fitted with TO: . 
higher — this includes all STEs, STFM and 
new STs — you have the following as well. ts 
Control Alternate Delete — resets the ST. Has 
the same effect as hitting the reset button at 
the back of the machine. : 
Control Alternate right Shift Delete -— cold 
resets the ST. The same as switching on the 
ST for the first time. 


OPEN UP A WINDOW AND REACH INTO THE WORLD OF THE ST 


Most of the action takes place not on the Desktop itself but within 
windows. These sit on the Desktop and display the contents of a disk. 
Double-click on a drive icon and (provided there’s a formatted disk in 
the drive) a window appears on-screen. Up to four windows may be 
displayed at once, holding the directories of various disks and folders, 
though only one window can be active at any time. You can tell which 


Status or information line: shows 
how much disk space is used and 
how many items are stored on disk 


become the active one. 


window is active by its shaded move bar (that’s the bar along the top of 
the window) and the fact that it’s the one in front, not overlapped by any 
others. The active window is the only one whose contents you can 
select, delete or copy. Clicking the mouse button while the pointer rests 
over a window causes that particular window to come to the front and 


Move bar: like icons, windows can be moved 
anywhere on the Desktop. Unlike with icons, 
though, you can drag a window only by a 
small area at the top of the window 


Disk identifier: tells you 
the drive and directory 
you’re looking at 


Close icon: press this a 
and the window is 
history - till the next 
time you open it 


PICJ.PI2 


Scroll arrow: causes 

the hidden contents 

of the disk to move 
into view 


-PI2 Untitled 


Scroll bar: operates much like the 
scroll arrow except it can be dragged 
to the required position faster. Scroll 

bars are only present if a window is 
active and not its full size 


Full icon: a click on this 
expands the window to 
full screen size. Clicking 
on the icon a second 
h time returns the window 

to its previous size 


—s 
PICC.PI2 


PICE.PI2 PICF .PI2 PICG.PI2 


Size icon: click and hold the left mouse button over this 
icon and drag the mouse in the desired direction - down 
to lengthen the window, up to shorten it, right to widen it, 
left to narrow it. A ghost outline of the window follows the 
mouse pointer. Release the button to set the new size 
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FILES 


Your ST stores two types of files on disk: 
program files and data files. On the Desktop 
these files are represented by the icons below. 


data file icon 


program file icon 


The icon that looks like a miniature Desktop 
is the program file icon; it represents an applica- 
tion that you can run by double-clicking on it. 
These are usually applications like word proces- 
sors, graphics packages, and so on. 

The icon that looks like a stack of paper with 
one corner folded over is the data file icon. Data 
files contain information used by applications — 
for instance, a letter produced with a word pro- 
cessor, a program created with a programming 
language, a picture designed with an art pack- 
age. You normally have to run the appropriate 
application to get at these files; double-click 
straight on a data file and if you have installed 
the application it runs with the document auto- 
matically opened. In most instances, though, you 
simply get the alert message below. 
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Click on “Show” or press Return to display the 
document on screen. Any readable text is dis- 
played, and when the screen fills with text you 
see the prompt MORE. Pressing Return displays 
another line; hitting the space bar displays the 


next screenful of text. Once the whole file has 
been displayed a message proclaiming END OF 
FILE appears. At any time during the display 
press Q or Control C to return to the Desktop. 

Select “Print” to send the document to a 
printer. Printing can be stopped by pressing Q 
or Control C. 

Choose “Cancel” to return to the Desktop. 

Not all data files contain readable text. You 
may see spurious characters and numbers, hear 
the occasional beep and witness strange screen 
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@ ASCII text documents (top) appear on 
screen in an ordered, intelligible manner. 
The result of viewing other documents is 
always uncertain, but it’s never boring 


flashing. Don't worry, you can’t damage your ST; 
simply exit from the “Show” option to return 
everything to normal. 


FOLDERS 


Folders, which look like the manila variety 
tucked inside most filing cabinets, are part of 
your ST’s filing system. They provide you with a 
way of keeping related files (or even non-related 
ones, if you're that way inclined) together. They 
can hold program files, data files and even other 


folders — up to a limit of eight levels of folders 
within folders. Double-click on a folder and you 
can open a window just for it, so you can view 
the items contained within. 


i The folder icon looks like, er, a folder, 
really. It groups files or other documents 
under a single heading of your choice 


Toouooo 
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A typical disk directory, consisting of 
files and folders, shows you what’s where 


FLOPPY DISK 
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@ Just as you do with a file, you simply 
double-click on a folder to open it... 


a new window with the folder’s name in 
the disk identifier appears on the Desktop 


WHAT’S IN A NAME? QUITE A LOT, IF YOU KNOW WHERE TO LOOK 


Let’s start with the obvious. Filenames are the 
names given to files. New files can be supplied 
with names and existing files can have their 
names changed. Folders too have names, and 
virtually everything that applies to filenames 
also applies to folder names. 

A filename comprises two distinct parts: 
the name and the extender. 


name (can be between 
one and eight charac- 
ters, whether letters 
or numbers) 


full stop (manda- 
tory if an exten- 
der is used) 


\ 


EXAMPLE .-PRG 


extender (up to three 
optional alpha- 
numeric characters) 
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Many applications use specific extenders to 
represent certain types of data files. Similarly, 
GEM requires applications to have specific 
extenders. 


APPLICATIONS 

-ACC - desk accessory. This can’t be run in the 
normal way. It loads into memory when you 
switch on or reset the machine and is available 
from the Desk menu (see DESKTOP, page 135). 


-APP — GEM application. This rare type of file 
makes use of windows, icons and the mouse 
pointer. 


-PRG — a favoured version of the above. Nearly 
all GEM programs have this extension. 


-TOS — TOS application. TOS files don’t require 
GEM and all the things which go with it; win- 
dows, icons, the mouse... 


-TTP — a TOS application that expects some 
typed parameters before it can run. Double- 
click on a file of this sort and a dialogue box — a 
specific sort of window — appears, requesting 
input. 


DATA FILES 

.ASM — see .S. 

-BAS — data file produced with a BASIC pro- 
gramming language like 1st BASIC or ST 
BASIC. 

-HLP — a help file which could contain informa- 
tion on using an application. 


.IMG — a bit image graphics file. Images in this 
format can be larger than screen size. 

:NEO — 16-colour low resolution picture in the 
very popular Neochrome file format. 

. PC?/PI? — another very common picture file 
format popularised by the Degas graphics 
package. The question mark is a number 
between 1 and 3, and informs you of the picture 
resolution: 1 for low resolution, 2 for medium 
resolution and 3 for high resolution. 

-S — the source file produced when using an 
Assembler programming language. 

-SND — a sound data file. 

-TXT — generally indicates a text file from 
a word processor or other text-producing 
program. 
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Just about every operation-you've performed so 
far from the Desktop can also be done via the 
menu bar at the top of the screen. But that’s 
just the beginning: the menu bar gives you 
access to countless useful functions. Some 
options are self-explanatory, and this brief guide 
reveals the secrets of the others. 

Moving the mouse pointer over a menu 
heading causes a menu to drop down. In each 
menu, options in black and white are active; you 
can access these by clicking once on them. 
Options in light grey are inactive; these can’t be 
accessed until certain conditions are met. 
Finally, some menu options have ticks by them. 
This means they are active and have some 
influence on what happens on the Desktop. 


DESK 

The Desk menu contains any desk accessories 
you have loaded (see DESKTOP, page 135). A 
list of available desk accessories appears after 
the “Desktop Info” option. 


Desktop Info 
So you want to know the who, what and when of 
your GEM Desktop? Clicking on this option dis- 
plays a few copyright notices and dates. Click 
on the OK button to return you to the Desktop. 
Unfortunately there is no simple way of 
telling which version of TOS your machine 
sports, although a good guess can be made by 
looking at the dates that appear. If you really 
want to be sure, order a copy of ST FORMAT 14 
(see page 148): Cover Disk 14 features a little 
program called TOS Teller which does just that. 


FILE 

Open 

Rather than double-clicking on an icon, you can 
highlight it by single-clicking on it and then hit 
the “Open” option. This opens the highlighted 
disk or folder, runs the highlighted application, 
or shows or prints the contents of the high- 
lighted data file. Stick to double-clicking - the 
Open option is a waste of time. 


Show Info 
Highlight an icon - disk, file or folder - then 
select Show Info to view information about it. 


RENAMING A FILE 


First highlight the file you want to rename. 
Then go to the “File” menu and click on 
“Show Info.” Check that the read/write button 
is highlighted and press [Backspace] or [Esc] 
to delete the existing filename. Type in a new 
name (observing the rules stated in the 
“What’s in a Name?” box on page 26), then 
click on OK or press Return. The new 
filename appears in the disk directory. 


A_ file with cha name 
already exist 


v 


@ If you try to give a file a name that is 
already present on the disk or try to 
modify a file with a read-only status, 
you are greeted by the message here 


L 
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@ The “Show Info” dialogue box for a disk 
icon. Click on OK to return to the Desktop 


ibs Gattalas 
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@ The “Show Info” dialogue box for a file. 
“Read-only” status means you can’t write 
over or alter the data in the file - good 
protection if it’s an important program 


|] FOLDER INFORMATION 


Folder oie! H Soetias: T7768 an 
fun 


@ “Show Info” for a folder. If you’ve got 
TOS 1.4 or above, you can also change a 
folder’s name here - see the box below 


New Folder 

To create a new folder, first open a directory 
window and select this option. A dialogue box 
appears, asking you for the new name. Type in 
a name of no more than eight alphanumeric 
characters plus an optional three character 
extension. (See “What's in a Name?” on page 26 
for all the rules.) Then click on OK or press 
[Return] and the folder appears in the directory. 


Close/Close Window 

Like the “Open” option, these two duplicate 
what you can do by clicking anyway. Both close 
the currently active window, though “Close Win- 
dow” goes a step further and removes a window 
completely even if you're inside a folder. 
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> ON THE MENU: A SMORGASBORD OF FUNCTIONS 


Format 

Disks aren't exactly like blank tapes: different 
computers do different things with them to store 
information on them, so they must be formatted 
for the ST before it can use them. Disks can be 
formatted as either single- or double-sided. Old 
STs with single-sided drives can format only 
single-sided disks while all new STs, equipped 
with double-sided drives, can format either 
single or double-sided. (If you're not sure which 
you've got, see the box on page 52.) A single- 
sided disk can store around 360K of data, while 
a double-sided disk can store roughly twice that. 

To format a disk, insert a disk into the drive, 
select or highlight the disk icon corresponding 
to the drive in which the disk sits and select the 
“Format” option. This option isn't available 
unless a drive is highlighted. A dialogue box 
reminding you that formatting erases all data on 
the disk pops up. Click on OK to continue. 

You get the option of giving your disk a 
name, but you never really need this so you 
needn't bother. Highlight either single or double- 
sided and hit “Format.” When formatting is com- 
plete, you're informed of the number of bytes 
available on disk. After this, just click on “Exit.” 
Warning: You can format not only blank, 
brand new, never-before-used disks, but also 
used disks, and formatting erases any data pre- 
viously saved on that disk. Make very sure you 
don’t mind losing that data! 


VIEW 

Sort by Name/Date/Size/Type 

Of these four options, only one can be active at 
a time. “Sort by Name” displays items alpha- 
betically, with folders before files. “Sort by Date” 
lists files chronologically, with the most recently 
created or revised item appearing first. “Sort by 
Size” shows items from the largest down. “Sort 
by Type” lists files alphabetically by their file- 
name extenders. 


OPTIONS 

Install Disk Drive 

GEM normally displays two disk icons on the 
Desktop. Each icon has a disk identifier (A or B) 
and the label FLOPPY DISK. You can change the 
labels and add or remove disk icons from here. 


RENAMING A FOLDER: COMPLETE GUIDE 


With all new STs/STEs (TOS 1.4 and above) 
renaming a folder is easy: simply highlight the 
folder and select the “Show Info” option in the 
File menu. From there you can change the 
name just like a filename. If you have an ST 
with an older version of TOS, you basically 
have to copy all the old folder’s contents to a 
new one. Let’s say you want to change the 
name OLDFOLD to NEWFOLD: 


1 Check the size of the OLDFOLD folder by 
highlighting it and doing a “Show Info.” 

2 Check how much room remains on the disk 
by highlighting the appropriate disk icon and 
doing another Show Info. 

3 If there’s enough room on the disk to fit the 
entire contents of the folder, continue with this 
procedure. 

4 Ensure you’re not inside the OLDFOLD folder 


which you want to rename and click on “New 
Folder” in the File menu. Enter the new name 
NEWFOLD. 


‘5 Open up NEWFOLD so you get a window of 


its contents (there should be nothing inside). 

6 Double-click on the floppy drive icon a sec- 
ond time to open up another window so you 
can see what’s inside OLDFOLD. 

7 Ensure that the two windows don’t overlap 
and that you can see the entire contents of 
OLDFOLD. 

8 Select all the items in OLDFOLD and drag 
them across to the NEWFOLD window. You get 
an alert box asking you to confirm that you 
wish to copy files. Click on OK. 

9 Once copying has finished, get a directory 
window which shows both OLDFOLD and 
NEWFOLD. Select and drag OLDFOLD into the 
trash can. Job done! 
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Install Application 
Double-click on a data file and you usually get 
a screenful of gibberish. “Install Application” 
enables you to set the application to load auto- 
matically whenever you open the data file, so 
you can double-click on a document produced 
with your word processor, for instance, and 
have the ST automatically run the WP program 
then load the document ready for you to edit. 
First highlight the application you wish to 
install. This must be a file with the extension 
-APP, .PRG, .TOS, or .TTP. Then click on “Install 
Application.” 
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The name of the application you selected 
appears in the “Application Name” line. In the 
line below, type the kind of file that application 
normally produces - DOC or TXT, for instance, 
for your WP program. Then highlight an applica- 
tion type: “GEM” if the application ends in .APP 

_or .PRG, “TOS” if it ends in .TOS and “TOS- 
Takes-Parameters’ if it ends in .TTP. 


Set Preferences 
From here you can choose whether or not to 
display certain alert boxes and determine the 
screen resolution. 

Your ST has three resolutions, or detail lev- 
els of screen display, measured in pixels (little 
squares on screen): low (320x200), medium 


the screen are dumped to printer, exactly as 
you see them. No printer, no dump. 


Blitter 

Only STs with a special graphics processing 
chip (the “blitter”) for speeding up text and 
graphics have this option (see DESKTOP, page 
135). Keep the blitter on unless you encounter 
problems with certain applications. 


FILE AND DISK COPYING 


Because the ST is so versatile, there are many 
ways of copying files and disks. Here are just 
some of the best - once you get to know your 
ST inside out, you may decide you prefer using 
a different method to the ones mentioned here. 


Gepving a file from one folder to another 
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1. Get two windows of the disk contents on the 
screen. Both should show exactly the same 
thing. Try not to get any overlap (this only 
results in confusion later). 

2. Double-click on the folder containing the file 
you wish to copy. Do this in one window only. 
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SET PREFERENC 
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Set Screen Resolution: 
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Cc cme 


@ When you set preferences, it is best to 
leave “Confirm Deletes” and “Confirm 
Copies” with the “Yes” button highlighted. 
This way you’re warned when you’re 
about to copy or delete a file or folder -a 
useful double-check just in case you 
accidentally select the wrong command 


(640x200), high (640x400). Low and medium 
resolution can be viewed on a TV or Atari's 
colour monitor. High resolution can be viewed 
only on Atari's SM124 monochrome monitor, 
and if you haven't got the appropriate monitor 
attached the mode buttons appear in light text, 
signifying that they can’t be selected. 


Save Desktop 

Any modifications you make to the Desktop can 
be saved to disk so that every time you switch 
on or reset the machine you return to the Desk- 
top as you left it. All the following are saved: 
window size and position, icon positions, the 
way files are displayed and sorted, installed 
applications, screen resolution. Select this 
option and the information is saved to disk in a 
file called DESKTOP.INF. 


Print Screen 
Has exactly the same effect as pressing the key 
combination [Alternate] [Help]: the contents of 
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3. Highlight the file you wish to copy and drag it 
to the folder you wish to copy it to. 
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4. Click on OK when the alert box appears ask- 
ing confirmation that you wish to copy the file. 
After copying you can enter the folder to check 
that the operation has indeed taken place. 


Disk copying 

1. You should always back up important disks. 
First write-protect the disk (move the little tab so 
you can see through the hole), then check its 
format — single or double-sided — by highlighting 
the disk and clicking on “Disk Info” in the File 
menu. Add “Bytes Used” to “Bytes Available;” 
double-sided disks total 720,000 Bytes, single- 
sided half that. 
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2. Then insert the destination disk (the one you 
wish to copy to), highlight the drive A icon and 
select “Format” again from the File menu. 
Ensure the disk you are copying to doesn’t con- 
tain anything important. Select single- or double- 
sided format, the same as the source disk (the 


one you are copying from). 

3. Remove the formatted disk from the drive, 
insert the disk you wish to copy from and drag 
the drive A icon on to the drive B icon. 


DISKCOPY 


4. You are asked to insert disk B into drive A 
and disk A into drive A several times. Swap the 
disks when requested, but take care not to con- 
fuse the source disk (disk A) with the destina- 
tion disk (disk B). Play safe and keep the source 
disk write-protected. 


Copying multiple files to another disk 


1. Insert the disk you wish to copy files from and 
open a window so you can see its contents. 


2. Highlight the files you wish to copy. You can 
select more than one at a time: hold the shift 
key down and single-click on the first file icon; 
release the mouse button but keep the shift key 
down; with the shift key still down, click on 
another file and both files are selected. Keep 
holding down the shift key while making further 
selections. 
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3. After making your final selection, keep hold- 
ing down the left mouse button. Drag all the files 
to the floppy drive B icon. Let go the left mouse 
button when that icon is highlighted. 


4. You are now asked to insert disk B into drive 
A. This means replace the disk currently in the 
drive with the one you wish to copy files to. Of 
course, if you’ve got two drives, simply insert 
the disk you wish to copy files to in drive B. 
Press OK to continue. 


5. The more files you wish to copy, the more 
times you have to swap disks. Keep going, but 
take care not to confuse disk A (the disk con- 
‘taining the files you wish to copy) with disk B 
(the disk you wish to copy the files to). 


Got problems? Each month we answer 
your technical queries in our DESKTOP 

section. Write to DESKTOP, ST FORMAT, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. stf 
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PageStream 


FEATURES 


¢ Output to all PostScript, dotmatrix, 
laser and inkjet printers. Including 
imagesetters and Ultrascript. 

¢ Print documents in full colour or 
produce four colour separations. 

¢ Import graphics and formatted 
text files easily, with support for 
more text and graphic formats 
than any desktop publisher. 

¢ Rotate, slant and twist text and 
graphics. 

¢ Intuitive “no frames’ interface. 

¢ Technical support from SDL and 
our soon to be opened UK office. 


Soft-Logik Publishing 


is proud to announce 
PageStream 
For the 


United Kingdom 


What are you looking for in a desktop publisher? Quality output? 
Versatility? Ease of use? Yes, you can get all of this and much more with 
PageStream. Through a diverse font library, PageStream enables you to 
choose between a variety of typefaces, lettering sizes and text attributes. 
Most desktop publishers import only a few pictures types. PageStream can 
import almost every major graphic format available for the Atari, Amiga, 
Macintosh or IBM. How about printer support? PageStream is the only 
program that supports all printers, including dot matrix, inkjet, laser and 
imagesetters. PageStream is the only Atari DTP package that can print in 
full colour or produce four colour separations to a Linotronic PostScript 
imagesetter. Additionally, PageStream’s “no frames” interface makes 
creating pages easy. Why settle for less than the #1 Atari desktop 
publisher? You won’t have to with PageStream. 


0101-31 4-894-8608. 


Soft-Logik is now distributing PageStream in the United Kingdom. In order 
to service you better, we will soon be opening our new company in London, 
Soft-Logik Publishing Limited. PageStream retails for £149.00 inc. VAT. 


What can | create with PageStream? 


* Brochures ¢ Advertisements * Catalogs * Logos Soft-Logik Publishing 
¢ Newsletters ¢ Business Cards ¢ Letterhead ¢ Flyers P.O. Box 290070 


* Invitations ¢ Christmas Cards ¢ Signs ° Reports es ee 


Soft-Logik Publishing Corporation & We give you the tools to dream. 


PageStream is a registered trademark of Soft-Logik Publishing Corporation. All other products are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 


Are you wasting your valuable 
time setting your ST’s clock? 


Frontier’s Forget-Me-Clock II is the answer 


I f you’re one of those people who has 
an auto-run program annoyingly 
prompting you for the time and date 
every time you turn on your ST or ST® 
or even worse, if you're one of those ST 
or ST¥ users who doesn’t set the system 
clock then Frontier’s Forget-Me-Clock 
II cartridge is the solution you’ve been 
hoping for. 


Just Plug It In And Go 


With the Forget-Me-Clock II plugged 
into your ST or ST"’s cartridge port 
the system clock (used by the Control 
Panel) and keyboard clock will 
automatically be set at turn on or 
reset by a small auto-run program 
supplied with the Forget-Me-Clock II. 
No longer will you have to waste your 
time setting your ST’s clock. Using 
the Forget-Me-Clock II also means 
that files saved on disk are always 
properly time and date stamped 
making finding the latest version of a 
file the simple task of just looking for 
the file with the latest time and date. 


Full Pass Through 


Frontier’s Forget-Me-Clock Ilis aclock 
cartridge unlike any other. All other 
clock cartridges for the ST will tie up 
the cartridge port making it impossible 
to have your ST’s system clock set 
automatically while still using another 
cartridge. The Forget-Me-Clock II has 
a full cartridge pass through which 
means that any other cartridge for the 
ST can be plugged into it while it is 
plugged into your ST. The Forget-Me- 
Clock II remains totally invisible so 


Frontier’s Forget-Me-Clock II Cartridge With: 
Pass Through 


that the other cartridge can be used 
normally, but it still automatically 
sets the system and keyboard clocks 
in your ST. 


No Need To Open Your ST 


Installing some clock cards for the ST 
means that you have to open your ST’s 
case and pry computer chips out of 
their sockets. The Forget-Me-Clock II 
is a cartridge which plugs into the 
cartridge port on the side of your ST 
which means that its installation 
couldn’t be simpler - youjust plug it in 
and turn on your ST. 


Software Included 
Every Forget-Me-Clock II cartridge is 
supplied with time and date setting 


software for the Forget-Me-Clock II’s 
clock together with a small auto-run 


Frontier Software 


program which automatically sets 
your ST’s system and keyboard clocks 
every time you turn on or reset your 
ST. Built into the setting software is 
the facility to stop the Forget-Me- 
Clock II’s clock to save on battery life 
when the Forget-Me-Clock II is not 
being used. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


The Forget-Me-Clock II is supplied 
under Frontier’s ten day money back 
guarantee, which means that if you 
don’t like the Forget-Me-Clock II for 
any reason, you can return it for a full 
refund within ten days of purchase. 
The Forget-Me-Clock II has been 
designed to work with any model of 
ST whetherit be ST, STM, STF, STFM, 
ST or Mega ST. 


Two Year Guarantee 


The Forget-Me-Clock II carries a full 
two year guarantee which includes 
the battery. Battery life has been 
tested to be many times the guarantee 
period. Frontier will supply 
replacement batteries outside of the 
guarantee period for a small charge. 


Price 
Forget-Me-Clock II Cartridge £24.99 


Price includes VAT. Please add £1.15 
for postage and packing to all orders 
under £50.00. Frontier accepts 
payment by Visa or Access. Price 
subject to change without notice. 
Goods subject to availability. 


P.O. Box 113, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, England HG2 OBE. Phone (0423) 567140/530577. Fax (0423) 522874. 


ADVICE software 


time to get 


serious 


Playing games is all very well, my lad, but when you’re ready 
Jor something more — well, stick with your ST! Simon Williams 
looks at some of the best “serious” software on the ST 
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0 you've got a sparkling new ST! Good 
Ss choice. But if it’s your first computer, 
or even if you've upgraded from a 
lesser computer, you may not be aware of the 
non-games software which is available for your 


In its simplest form, a word processor is a 
means of entering text into your ST so you can 
save it to disk and print it out. Most programs 
offer a lot more than text editing, though. You 
should expect even a basic word processor to 
be able to do at least three things: reformat 
text when you insert or delete words; mark out, 
cut, move, copy or delete’ any section of a doc- 
ument; and search through your text for a given 
word or phrase. 

Reformatting your text varies between 
WPs, from a simple keystroke to automatically 
rejigging all text as you type in characters. 
There are two main methods of controlling a 
word processor: key sequences and pull-down 
menus. While working with menus is easier to 
learn, keystrokes are quicker to use once mem- 
orised. With GEM-based programs, you can 
also use the mouse for menu selection and 
highlighting blocks of text. 

If you intend to use your ST WP for a busi- 
ness or hobby, you'll probably find “mail merge” 
useful. Mail merge enables you to produce per- 
sonalised letters for everyone on your address 
list, simply by “merging” a standard letter and 
the list of names and addresses. 


Recommended viewing: One of the 
most common word processors on the ST is 


A database can be thought. of as a comput- 
erised card index. There are direct electronic 
equivalents for all the elements: the box of 
cards becomes a file, the cards themselves 
become the records, and the items of informa- 
tion on each card become the fields. In most 
databases, you can design the layout of each 
record, giving each field a name and making 
the ST do the hard work of sorting and search- 
ing through the records. 

Any database should provide a range of 
basic facilities: you should be able to add and 
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machine. As well as being an ace games 
player, the ST is very capable at many other 
leisure activities and a fast and effective vehicle 
for business software. 

If you're thinking of splashing out on soft- 


WORD PROCESSOR 
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@ Protext is fast, clear and well functioned 
- though it doesn’t use GEM to the full 


GST's 1st Word Plus (£79.95 from GST Sys- 
tems = 0480 496666). This is a GEM-based 
word processor with all the basics plus the abil- 
ity to import pictures, spell checker and mail 
merge. Since it runs under GEM, though, it 
tends to be rather sluggish. 

If you're after a full-function word proces- 
sor, though only partly GEM compatible, you 
should try Protext. The latest incarnation, ver- 
sion 5, offers spell checker, mail merge, com- 
prehensive printer control and the fastest text 
handling on the ST. It is ideally meant for manip- 
ulating large documents and is capable of han- 
dling up to 32 files at once. An enhanced form 
of the earlier version, now called version 4.3, is 


rales: Sedo 


BEN Progran 


ware to stretch your ST's serious side,‘ you 
ought to know what to look for. Here are the 
basics of the most common non-game applica- 
tions, and some names to play with — software 
good enough for a FORMAT recommendation... 


‘ 


also available for about £50 less, incorporating 
some of the new features of version 5. You can 
also access and use your GEM accessories 
from version 5 - all you don't get is GEM’s 
slider bars and pull-down menus. 


PD choice: The original version of 1st Word 
is available in the Public Domain, but your best 
bet is ST Writer Elite, which is better featured 
and quicker. It's easy to use and is only partly 
GEM-based. It lacks some of the refinements of 
commercial WPs, such as pulldown menus and 
windows to handle several documents at once, 
but some versions come complete with a RAM 
disk and rudimentary spell checker. 

Softville PD library: disk WP12 

Goodman’s PD library: disk GD17 
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PROTEXT 5/£149.95 Arnor 
0733 68909 


Features 
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@ Superbase Personal 2 is an excellent 
database with easy, video-style controls 
and graphic handling 


delete records at any time, edit their contents, 
and rely on the program to maintain good 
indexes to make searches quicker. It should 
also enable you to design your own reports, so 
you can print out selected items from specified 
records, and to export the data into a word pro- 
cessor for further “massaging.” 


Some ST databases can hold graphics in > 
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PANDAAL MARKETING LTD 


The country’s leading manufacturers of high quality computer hardware & software. 


ATARI ST DEALS 


Atari 520 STFM 
Discovery Pack 


HARDWARE 

512K Atari 520 STFM 
computer, ONE MEG internal 
disk drive, mouse, built-in TV 
modulator & PSU. 


SOFTWARE 


Bomb Jack, Carrier Command, 


Outrun, Space Harrier, FirST 
BASIC, Neochrome, STOS 
Game Creator & ST Tour 
Tutorial 


BOOKS 
Discover the Atari ST & Atari 
ST User Gude. 


FREE FROM PML 
High quality Mouse Mat & 


DAATAfax, the computer based 


personal organiser. 
TOTAL RRP £530 


ONLY £269.95 


Atari 520 STE 
Turbo Pack 


HARDWARE 

512K Atari 520 STE computer, 
ONE MEG internal disk drive, 
joystick, mouse, built-in TV 
modulator & PSU. 


SOFTWARE 

Anarchy, Blood Money, 
Dragons Breath, Human Killing 
Machine, Impossible Mission 2, 
Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade, Outrun, Super Cycle, 
FirST BASIC, Hyperpaint 2, 
Music Maker 2 & STOS Game 
Creator. Plus User Guide book. 


FREE FROM PML 

High quality Mouse Mat & 
DAATAfax, the computer based 
personal organiser. 


TOTAL RRP £760 


ONLY £349.95 


Please add £6 for next day courier delivery on all Atari ST Deals. 


NOTHING outscans a DAATAscan! tsczr stimereteatwce 


DAATAscan Pro A4, with sheet feed 


NOW AVAILABLE! New A4 DAATAscan Pro with sheet feed, aS Well  grenus gy emma 
as the highly rated DAATAScan Pro Hand-held unit. Both with M= cea 
lightning fast software. 


DAATAdisk drive £74.95 


External 3.5" slimline disk drive. Full ONE MEG unformatted 
capacity, Low power consumption, extremely quiet running with 
integral power supply and generous length cable. 


DAATAfax £29.95 


The computer based personal organiser. Comprising of Diary, 
Phonebook, Notepad, Calendar & Graphics. Complete with 
Filofax ™ compatible computer stationery. 


DAATAmouse £29.95 


The new silky smooth micro-switched Kempston DAATAmouse 
operates at a high 280dpi resolution. Supplied with a high quality 
Mouse Mat No cables-no fuss. Simply plug in and go! 


SPECIALoffer £449.95 


ST owners can now take advantage of this special offer and buy 
the DAATAscan Pro A4 scanner separately (without the sheet 
feed) at a special low price! 


@ Immediate REAL-TIME scanning 
display. 

e 100, 200, 300 & 400 DPI scan 
resolutions. 

¢ B/W & 3 Dither patterns 
representing 64 grey scales. 

¢ Adjustable scan width and length. 

e 5 Zoom levels with pixel editing, 

e Drivers for Atari Laser, 9 & 24 pin 
printers. 

e Crop, Rotate, Flip & Inverse Images. 

e Supports IMG, TIFF & DEGAS file 
formats. 


pire Compatible with ART, OCR & DTP 
§ packages. 
| DAATAscan Pro 
| Order Code AT25 £199.95 
DAATAscan Pro A4 
Order Code AT60 £599.95 


“Excellent combination of top quality. DAATAscan Pro + Timeworks DTP 
versatile hardware and software, superb Order Code AT02 


value for money.” 


£249.95 
ST FORMAT 


All prices include VAT & postage. 


‘The mechanics of the scanner can Make cheques payable to PML. 
hardly be faulted. Quite clearly, not all 
hand scanners are equal and this unit is Pandaal Marketing Ltd 
one of the best” 


Available from: 


ST WORLD 44 Singer Way, Woburn Rd Ind. Estate 


Kempston, Bedford MK42 7AF 


0234 855666 


> their records as well as text and numbers. If 


you intend to use graphics in your records, 
though, remember they take up a lot of mem- 
ory and disk space. 


Recommended viewing: The leading 
lights in ST databases are Superbase 2 and 
Data Manager Professional (£39.95, Electric 
Distribution * 0954 80381), though there are 
others, including K-Data from Kuma (£49.95 = 
0734 844335) and Prodata from Arnor 
(£79.95 = 0733 68909). 

Superbase Personal 2 is an all-singing, all- 
dancing GEM-based program which can handle 
graphic, number and character fields and uses 


Not the most popular of ST applications, judg- 
ing by their availability, spreadsheets are 
nonetheless essential for anyone forecasting 
finances. A spreadsheet is like a sheet of 
squared paper, where every square can take a 
number, a label or a formula. The nifty thing 
about the spreadsheet, though, is that a for- 
mula can tie together the numbers in different 
cells and produce a result in another cell auto- 
matically. Change any of the source numbers 
and the contents of the results cell changes, 
too. This is ideal for “what if” calculations, an 
essential part of good forecasting and some- 
thing Michael Fish dreams of. 

If you're looking for a spreadsheet, keep 
your eyes open for three things. First, the size 
of the sheet should be at least 256 by 256 
cells. Although you won't be able to fill this 
many cells without running out of memory, a 
large matrix gives you plenty of room to lay 
your calculations out clearly. 

Second, the pre-defined functions provided 
by the program govern what calculations you 
can do. Generally, the more functions the bet- 
ter, but if your work includes statistics, check 
the statistics functions. If your main interest is 
in finance, check the financial ones. Obvious, 
really: define your needs first. 


WHAT IS THIS 
CURIOUS THING 
CALLED GEM? 


If you’re a newcomer to the wonderful 
world of the ST, you may be confused by all 
the references in this article and elsewhere 
to GEM. In fact the Graphic Environment 
Manager (GEM) is simply a grand name for 


the point-and-click system you see when 
you start up your ST. If you’ve ever glared 
at a window, clicked on a menu or even just 
moved your mouse, you’ve used GEM! 

The problem is, it’s a bit slow for some 


Programs, and is therefore sometimes 
bypassed. This may enhance speed, but at 
the cost of reduced user-friendliness. 

If you get stuck with other ST terms 
used here or elsewhere in this issue, then 
turn to page 65 for a special two-page new- 
comer’s Jargon-Buster section. 
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an intuitive video recorder style control panel to 
enable you to flip through its records. What's 
more, if you need to upgrade your data han- 
dling at a later stage, you can upgrade to the 
fully compatible - and fully programmable — 
Superbase Professional. 


PD choice: DB Master is a good, GEM-based 
database which consists of two programs: one 
to design the record layout and the other to 
handle records as you build up your files. You 
can include colour and font effects to brighten 
up your data, and search facilities are good. 
However, documentation is sketchy and there 
are no facilities for calculations. 


SPREADSHEET 
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@ ST Sheet is well up to the standard of 
some commercial spreadsheets on the 
ST. It’s a bargain at just £13 


Third, it's nice to be able to display your 
calculations graphically. Most spreadsheets 
offer bar graphs and pie charts, but compare 
what they can do and check for printer support. 


Recommended viewing: Of the comm- 
ercial spreadsheets, the K-Spread series from 
Kuma are good. Logistix (£114.94, Grafox = 
0494 728439) is another possibility, since it’s 
been around in a variety of guises and is thor- 
oughly tested. 

K-Spread 4 is an thoroughly comprehensive 


GRAPHICS 


One of the main interest areas for 
ST users who aren't absorbed by 
games is graphics. Drawing and 
painting programs provide outlets 
for all kinds of creative talent - wit- 
ness FORMAT’s Kandy Koloured 
GALLERY pages. If there’s no 
graphics package bundled with 
your machine, there are plenty out 
there to please. 

Range of colours is one aspect 
to bear in mind, and 256 colours is 
a basic minimum these days. To 
get this colour palette, you have to 
settle for low resolution, but the 
standard range of drawing tools is 
now often complemented by vari- 
able brush shapes, colour cycling, 
block movement and basic animations. Manipu- 
lations like rotate, flip, re-size, skew and shear 
are also common. 

One important thing to check out with a 
graphics pack is the disk formats it supports. If 
you want to import pics from other sources or 


@ Neochrome, one of the veteran art packages on the 
ST, has been recently updated by a “programming” crew 


ADVICE software 


Softville PD library: disk ACC26 
Goodman’s PD library: disk GD165 
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SUPERBASE PERSONAL 2/£39.95 
Precision Software/081 330 7166 
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Features 

Speed 

Ease of Use 
Results 
FORMAT VALUE 


beast, though not desperately fast. It benefits 
from GEM compatibility, which makes it easy a 
little on the slow side but is easy to use. 


PD choice: A couple of worthwhile pro- 
grams: Opus 200 is a neat package but needs 
GDOS and at least 1MByte to run. 

ST Sheet is perhaps a better bet for the 
new user. It runs under GEM, provides an excel- 
lent set of functions and works quickly. It’s 
shareware — which means that you're asked to 
send the American author $25 for registration. 
(See box on page 34.) 

Softville PD library: disk ACC31 
Goodman’s PD library: disk GD371 
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K-SPREAD 4/£129.95 
Kuma/0734 844335 


Features 


Speed 


Ease of Use 
Results 


FORMAT VALUE 


save your artwork for others to view, you need 
to bear in mind the fact that the three main 
painting standards are GEM'’s IMG, Neo- 
chrome’s NEO and Degas’s Pll, Pl2 and P13 for- 
mats. Most packages can pick up on at least 
one of these formats. 
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ADVICE software 


Recommended viewing: Degas Elite 
(£24.95 Electronic Arts * 0753 494442) is a 
fine drawing package with some useful func- 
tions, but Deluxe Paint ST wears the laurels — 
see review in FORMAT 15. This package really 
is feature-packed, and quick with it. Bezier 
curves, plenty of brush effects and basic anima- 


Domain, it has for a long while been a commer- 
cial painting and animation package, and 
Neochrome has been around even longer. 
Neochrome was bundled with early STs but 
has been continuously developed and is still the 
first choice of many ST artists. It’s easier to use 
than Ani-ST, while still having some innovative 
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DELUXEPAINT ST/£49.99 
Electronic Arts/0753 49442 


Features 


Speed 


tion are all included and the DPaint ST won the 
first ever FORMAT Gold for non-game software. 
PD choice: There are two contenders for the 
PD graphics crown: Neochrome and Ani-ST. 
While the latter is a new addition to the Public 


features like real-time zoom. 


Softville PD library: disk ART1 
Goodman’s PD library: disk GD11 

@ Neochrome is part of the ST FORMAT 
Graphics Collection - see page 164 


Ease of Use 
Results 
FORMAT VALUE 


DESKTOP PUBLISHER 


An application area which sprung up at almost 
the same time as the ST itself. If you want to 
take your word processed text and lay out the 
columns of a newsletter, adverts for your PD 
library or the pages of a fanzine, there's a good 
choice of DTP packages for your ST. 

Decide what kind of document you're aiming 
your DTP at. If it’s the novella for your latest 
megagame, you'd be best off with a program 
like Timeworks DTP, where you can set up style 
sheets and use them to establish a regular page 
layout. This helps in long documents where you 
don’t want to waste hours laying out each page. 

If you're more interested in meticulous 
page control, with text wrap around graphics, 
rotation of text and graphics or colour work, 


Th file Edit Options Page Style Text Graphics Help 
SSSaaetlhT=—SSSSS== 


Timeworks DTP Test Card 
° 


 Timeworks DTP is particularly good at 
handling long, formalised documents, 
such as books and manuals 


inexpensive enough to make it ideal for anyone 
contemplating setting up a fanzine or newletter. 


PD choice: Choice is restricted in the Public 
Domain, possibly because of the complexity of 
DTP programs. Eazy Text is the only real con- 
tender, though it’s not so much PD as a budget 
offering, at around £20. It can handle straight- 
forward page layout, but don’t expect anything 
too fancy. 

Softville PD library: request by name 
Goodman’s PD library: request by name 
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TIMEWORKS DTP/£99 
GST/0480 496666 


you'd be better off with a program like 
PageStream (£171.35, Silica Systems 7 081 
309 1111), which embodies a far less struc- 
tured approach. 

Look also for good control of typography — 
fonts, sizes, letter and line spacings - and 
proper printer drivers for the printer you have 


Recommended viewing: Timeworks and 
PagesSream are joined by Fleet Street Pub- 
lisher (£199.95, Mirrorsoft 071 928 1454) 
and Calamus (£459.99, Signa = 0252 
341600) to complete a quartet of excellent 
DTP applications. All of these can handle basic 
page lay out. For the new user, though, Time- 
works DTP has stood the test of time and is 


Features 

Speed 

Ease of Use 
Results 
FORMAT VALUE 


(you do have a printer, don’t you?). 


This is not the most glamorous of application 
areas, but one which can smack your wrists 
when you shell out on another FORMAT Gold. 
What you want in the accounts field is a pro- 
gram which does the hard work for you and 
reminds you what's necessary. It should warn 
you if your cash is about to disappear down the 
pan, and show you why, preferably with graph- 
ics (not necessarily of the pan). 


Recommended viewing: A major con- 
tender is Personal Finance Manager Plus, which 
provides multiple accounts, automatic handling 
of standing orders, plenty of graphs and all this 
from the GEM Desktop. Up to five windows can 


ACCOUNTS 


@ Personal Finance Manager Plus is a 
home accounts program with plenty of 
extras, including good graphing 


Business account programs are also available: 
try Double Sentry and Invoice Pro version 2. 
Softville PD library: disks BUP2, MISC22, 
MISC18, respectively 

Goodman’s PD library: disks GPRO1, 
GD464, GD296, respectively stf 


FORMAT RATINGS 


PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER PLUS 


£39.95/Michtron/0726 68020 
Features 83% 
75% 


84% 


Speed 


Ease of Use 


PD choice: Although fairly thin on the 
ground, accounts programs do exist in the Pub- 
lic Domain. For home accounts, you could look 
at the appropriatelyrnamed Home Accounts. 


be opened on the same account and there’s full 
on-line help for when you get lost. Why not try 
the demo version on last issue's FORMAT 
Cover Disk before you buy? 


HOW TO GET PROFESSIONAL QUALITY 


Results 
FORMAT VALUE 


89% 
86% 


PROGRAMS CHEAP 


You don’t have to spend a Publisher’s ransom 
to obtain good “serious” software. The ST has 
attracted some excellent Public Domain and 
shareware programs, which cost little but sup- 
ply plenty of punch. “Public Domain” refers to 


programs which for one reason or another 
have been released by their authors for use by 
anyone, free of charge. The only cost you pay 
is a very small copying fee to the PD library, 
usually about £3. 

“Shareware” is a term used to describe 


programs which have been released for 
assessment purposes via normal PD sources. 
Shareware authors want a return on their work, 
though, and you are morally bound to pay a 
registration fee for such software, if you use it 
regularly. The registration fee often covers 
extras like an updated version or a printed 
manual. Both PD and shareware programs are 
often well up to the standard of the “buy 
before you try” brigade. 

The PD choice under each category in this 


article is designed for the new user. There may 
be more effective or sophisticated options 
available, but we’ve gone here for a low intimi- 
dation factor. stf 

HB Softville PD library, Unit 5, Stratfield Park, 
Waterlooville, Hants PO7 7XN 

mH Goodman PD library, 16 Conrad Close, 
Meir Hay Estate, Longton, Stoke on Trent, 
Staffs ST3 1SW 

m For FORMAT’s complete directory of PD 
libraries, see PD pages beginning page 127. 
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That’s Write” 


The perfect ST word processor 


When your word processing needs include 
powerful functions like footnotes, endnotes, 
automatic generation of index and table of 
contents, a powerful dictionary with at least 
110,000 words and more, you need That's 


ST... thefutureishere 


-—--- 


Ne 


Compo Software is one of the 
leading software houses for the Atari 
ST in Germany where the number 
one selling word processor is Compo’s 
That’s Write. 


Write. 


But with all it’s power, That’s Write is still 
extremely easy to use. On screen you have 
the familiar GEM user interface and a 
WYSIWYG display, even with 
proportionally spaced fonts. 

The latest release of That’s Write, V1.51, 
includes support for additional dictionaries. 
Languages currently available include 
French, German, Dutch, Swedish, Spanish, 
Italian and American English. 


Compo is committed to the ST 


market with a continuous program of 


enhancements for its existing 


programs and a number of new 


products due for release over the next 


twelve months. An example of this 


development activity can be seen in 


That’s Write where the latest version 


is already optimised for the 
forthcoming Atari TT: 


Now with it’s new office, Compo can 
offer full support for ST users in the 
UK. If you are currently using a 


AT-Speed™ 


The power of two 


Compo product then you can 
AT-Speed is the latest PC emulator board 
from Sack Electronics, the originators of the 
ST’s best selling emulator, PC-Speed. 


officially register it either by writing 
to, or calling, Compo Software 
Limited. 


Based on the 80286 micro processor and 
with a Norton factor of 6.7 AT-Speed runs 
PC programs including Autocad, Microsoft 
Windows V3 and Microsoft Flight Simulator. 
The new UK version of AT-Speed includes 
support for EGA and VGA graphics 
emulation on the Atari monochrome 
monitor — the ultimate in screen resolution 
— with no need to scroll. 


For further information on any 


Compo product please complete the 


coupon below. 


COMPO 


SOFTWARE 


Setting New Standards 
7 Vinegar Hill, Alconbury Weston, 
Huntingdon, PE17 5JA 
Tel: 0480 891819 — Sales 0480 891271 — Holline: 
0480 890787 — Fax 


sa 
PON Nad 
el We \ 


NN 
Y Ms" 


Cz 


E.M.P.D.L. 


ST/Amiga P.D. Lisrary. OPEN 7 Days 9am - 9pm 
EMPDL. STARTER PACK. A 4 disk collection of the most 
useful utilities inc. Database, Word Processor, Spreadsheet, 
peony V3.02 etc. 
DL. BUSINESS PACK. A 5 disk collection with Inventory, 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POSTAGE AND PACKING TO YOUR DOOR! ST.Writer Elite DB. Master, Double Sentry and Sheet V1.5 ‘ 
SHEET V2. The very best spreadsheet. 1 Meg. Double Sided. 
pes. pacthen Dien speacehest 1 Meg. Double Sided. 
i : . A 2 disk collection of the most useful utilitie 
Specials Specials forthe ST. ities 
qT SOZOBON 'C' COMPILER. The best. Double Sided. 
ae a yet Geel Renee RAG ely 9-39 | I M. JOHNSON 'C’ COMPILER. Single Sided. 
Chambers of Shaolin 7.99| |Moonwalker 699 ‘C' TUTOR. Complete with a large text file to print out. 
Colorado 6.99| |Pink Panther 6.99 PATABESE CONSTRUCTION SET. Constructs a personalised 
Conqueror 7.99| |Powerdrift 8. ala Ase: 
presley 799| \Rock-rRoll pees MERLINS AUTOBOOT. Lets you boot from the external drive. 
D nscape 3.99| [Silent Service 7.99 ST. VEGAS. Complete Casino Game. 
Drivin’ Force 6.99| |Seven Gates of Jambala 6.99 GIVE US A BREAK. Very good Quiz game. Based on the 
Dynasty Wars 6.99| |Space Harrier Il 7.99 Radio game. NOT STE. q 
E-Motion 7.99| |Speedball 7.99 ST COLOURING BOOK. Great colouring program for the 
Fighter Bomber 12.99| |Super Wonderboy 7.99 youngsters. 4 
Fusion 4.99| |The Games Summer Ed. 6.99 KYLIE MINOGUE. Locomotion demo. 
Ghostbusters II 9.99| |ThunderBlade 4.99 TURTLES DEMO. Very good demo. 1 Meg only. 
Ghouls ’n’ Ghosts 7.99| Tiger Road 4.99 AIR WARRIOR. An excellent flight simulator. 
Hammerfist 9.99| |Tracksult Manager 6.99 AMADEUS DEMO. 2 disks. 2 drives required. Brilliant. 
Hard Drivin’ 9.99| |Tusker 9.99 HEMO-SOUNDS II. A brilliant music demo with a choice of 
Heavy Metal 6.99| |Warhead 9.99 
Infestation 7.99| |Windwalker 9.99 : : 
Joan of Arc 6.99| |Winners 9.99 All our disks are virus free and despatched by first class post on 
Kick Off 6.99| |World Tournament Golf 4.99 day of receipt at the inclusive price of £2.00 per disk. 
Kid Gloves 7.99| |Xenon ll 7.99 
Last Duel 4.99| |X-Out 6.99 | Send now for our latest catalogue on disk. Only £1.00 refundable 
on first order. State clearly the make of your computer. 
FREE . ryt uri seiat LATEST RELEASES Cheques & P.O.'s payable to: 
ottware, both in games an a E.M.P.D.L. zeal 
SU ATM serious, too large to lst here! If READY RECKONER 54 WATNALL ROAD, 
with each order, redeemable = [URCUMCN Ca Loe RRP Our Price HUCKNALL, NOTTINGHAM, NG15 7LE. 
against further purchases! = UU aca $34.99 $23.99 0602 630071 
ready reckoner for the price or $29.99 $19.99 
ITPAYS TO SHOP st phone us! “in £24.95 $16.99 
ATARI ST HW ARDW ARE | ALTERN AT VE H ARDW ARE Software for serious sports enthusiasts 
520 ST Discovery Pack 265 | Amiga A500 Screen Gems............ 359 THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 
520 ST Turbo Pack 355 Atari LOW cccosnosdiaissctesotessoossesithpas 159 MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswinner is a sophisticated Pools POOLS Wy) i 
1040 STE Pack 449 |Soga Megadrive (Jap import)... 129 | | Ziswmathccovertoyean sn cmennwese nse” RR ga 
i 0 PREDICTS just SCO WS, but NO-SCORES, AWAYS é 
1040 STE +HiRes Mono Monitor 549 CRIN ADOY ccsonscscscorcecessossssonsetseeses 68 and HOMES ar tere tations abcd on et pe a sera form, 
e massive database, current league standin: al scoring rates, and 
sea a pa mails ae Sees iicieenientiy, P aechable brine user), 
SUCCESSFUL Selec guarantee that Poolswinner performs signifi- 
s i A You Name It... We Do It... cantly better than chance. 8 wn dg 
1Mb Extemal Drive 59 ; LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE matches are covered. ‘i 
_ FULL LEAGUE TABLES are automaticall rated as results are entered. 
{Mb Intemal Drive 59 Just Phone & We ll Quote! FULL PRINTER SUPPORT. ee ee 


AUTOMATIC FIXTURE GENERATION : Fixtures for English and Scottish 


1Mb Intemal Drive (Fit& Returned) 19 We Are Fast & Chea per! League matches are generated automatically by Poolswinner's sister program FIXGEN... 


SM124 Mono Hi-Res Monitor 129 
PHILIPS 8833-II Colour Monitor 229 


STAR 10200 Colour Printer 209 We also stock software for:- No need to struggle for hours to get the fixture list into the computer - g2bSD 
ih i just type in the date, Fixgen contains the complete fixture list forthe | ~ *0o/Swinner 
Citizen 1200+ Printer 145 AMIGA, Atari Lynx, Sega whole year's league soccer. (Published under licence from the Football with Fixgen. 


League, and the Scottish Football League). 


Panasonic KX-4420 Laser Printer 999 Megadrive, Gameboy, PC's 


ae cree Inkjet Printer ~ C OURSEWINNER a 


THE PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM 


All computers are fully tested before despatch! ! | ARRSURR  Sscoci ul ts mensoptt’ am its gut om 


speed ratings, prize money, course statistics, jockey form, trainer form etc) 


Min. Order £5. Overseas Software Postage £2.00 Extra. c ML i Oe 
All Cheques & Postal Orders made payable to: Trainers and Jockeys etc) are included in the database.  § £24,00 
Post Haste, 12 St. Lawrence Road, Canterbury, Kent. CT] 3EY SN cee tee 
Telephone Hotline (0227) 764204 a <i = 
mE (1 0am-10pm) Visa/Access welcome em | | 28 ANG PR) BBC TS Sau Teen oe 
ACCESS/VISA and P/O orders despatched same dayl Aimttrad PCW Spectrum \ for Dise). 


Cheque orders despatched immediately after clearance! Send cheque PO 
ee M Selec Software... EY 


for return of post service 10 .... 


62 Altrincham Rd, Gatley, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 4DP_ Tel 061-428-7425 


(send for full list of our software) phone 24 hrs 
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GAMES classics 


Andy Hutchinson picks the ten games no ST owner should be without 


& Mirrorsoft 


If you’re into shoot’em-ups, then this is the 
game for you. The Bitmap Brothers are the 
stars behind this, the king of zapping games. 
They've produced a game which has everything: 
amazing music, ear sizzling sound effects, 
fabulous gameplay and graphics which you 
could frame. Power-ups along the way help you 
build up a death-dealing ship which puts the 
Death Star to shame. 

STF Rating - 90% 


Microprose 


All the elements that go towards creating a 
classic are there in MidWinter. Part-strategy, 
flight sim, shoot-em-up and downright mindbend- 
ing puzzler, this game is all things to everyone. 
You've survived a nuclear winter on the last hab- 
itable island on the planet. An itinerant ex-soldier 
decides he wants to rule the roost and sets out 
to conquer the island. It’s up to you to stop him! 
STF Rating - 96% 


those features that keep you coming back 


Infogrames 


This is the game to play when you're feeling 
particularly megalomaniacal. Create your city 
and then see that it functions correctly: you are 
the mayor and the police, controlling railways, 
power plants, roads and housing. Play this game 
for two minutes and you find that you’re hooked 
for life. Excellent graphics, a massive plot and 
addiction they should bottle. 

STF Rating - 92% 


=e 


i Infogrames’ Sim City 
is acclaimed as a 

supreme achievement 
in ST gaming history - 
and it’s fun to play, too 


Delphine/US Gold 


Here's a game that dragged the tired adventure 
format into the 90s. You are super-spy John 
Glames and it's your job to retrieve a stolen 
Stealth Bomber. Using a very intuitive mouse 
control method, Operation Stealth is the ideal 
game for the adventure novice. 

STF Rating - 93% 


@ The fabulous Operation Stealth proves 
that the adventure genre is far from dead 


6 Anco 


Taking the football simulator to dizzy and 
stomach-trembling heights, Anco produced the 
best ST footie game yet. What makes this game 
head and goalposts above the rest of the field is 
its hugely absorbing gameplay. Warning: don't 
play this game against someone really good: 
you'll want to stuff the joystick up his nostril. 
STF Rating - 92% 


© Microprose 


Microprose always had a reputation for produc- 
ing simulators with mindboggling depth, and in 
this one - suitable for the novice ST user and 
the pro alike — you can fly your hi-tech fighter 
into real combat situations. It’s kitted out with 
the most advanced weaponry in the world, so 
revolt and become the least advanced pilot. 
STF Rating - 96% 


De iors ee St het PTS 


MULT ait brie pel | oes 
4 / ConTROLS &) 
" i i] 
@ Microprose’s F-19 Stealth Fighter has all 
the classic qualities you could ask for 


Ocean 

The platform game is a genre which anyone can 
enjoy. Rainbow Islands is all about reflexes. By 
firing your rainbows you've got to make your 
way up the screen, shooting the creepy crawlies 
and collecting the bonuses as you go. If you 
know a cure for Rainbowlslanditis, give us a call. 
STF Rating - 93% 


ros) 
@ Rainbow ua mn So 
Islands has Psd apy mani 
got to be Sasi iW ‘Neseindian me ai a 
one of the Fal 
greatest Sey 
cutesy { 7 
platform 


Ne 


games ever 


Oo Electronic Arts 


Good and evil battle it out on an isometric 3D 
landscape. You can induce floods, earthquakes, 
and volcanoes and generally make life rotten for 
a lot of little computer people. If you enjoy 
playing God then give Populous a bash. You 
won't regret it - but the populace will. 

STF Rating - 92% 


oO FTL/Mirrorsoft 


This is the biggest-selling ST adventure of all 
time. You control a band of four adventurers, out 
to destroy an evil wizard who's bricked himself 
into a dungeon. Learn to cast spells and work 
out all the wicked puzzles set in the dungeon. Be 
prepared for long nights and square-shaped 
eyes if Dungeon Master gets you in its grip. 

STF Rating - 93% 


10) Novagen 


Creating a solar system isn’t an easy job, but 
Paul Woakes managed it. You're a mercenary, 
hired to save the planet Eris from the comet 
Damocles. With one hour to spare, you need to 
whizz around the planets, picking up useful 
items and assembling a nova bomb. An 
extremely absorbing game which is perfect for 
the novice gamester. stf 

STF Rating - 94% 


THE NEXT 20: 11. ARMADA - Arc/Atari - 91% 12. AUSTERLITZ — Mirrorsoft - 92% 13. BATTLE OF BRITAIN - US Gold - 91% 
14. BLOOD MONEY - Psygnosis - 90% 15. BLOODWYCH - Mirrorsoft - 95% 16. CAPTIVE - Mindscape - 93% 
17. CASTLE MASTER - Incentive - 90% 13. CONQUEROR - Rainbow Arts = 91% 19, DRAGONS BREATH - Palace - 92% 
20. FLOOD - Electronic Arts - 91% 21. GETTYSBURG - Arc/Atari - 93% 22. GRAVITY - lmageworks/Mirrorsoft —- 93% 
23. HOUND OF SHADOW - Electronic Arts - 90% 24. INTERPHASE — Mirrorsoft — 93% 25. IRON LORD - UBI Soft - 90% 


26. INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE - US Gold - 90% 27. LEGEND OF FAERGHAIL - Rainbow Arts - 90% 
28. MAGIC FLY - Electronic Arts - 91% 29. ONSLAUGHT - Hewson - 90% 30. PLAYER MANAGER - Anco - 93% 
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GAME making 


@ Paul Carruthers: the man behind 
two FORMAT Golds 


aul Carruthers is a game programmer. So 
far his CV includes two ST FORMAT Gold- 

rated games — the excellent Archipelagos 
for Logotron and the thrilling Resolution 101 for 
Logotron’s new games arm Millennium. These two 
games have marked Paul out as a man to be 
watched, and with signs of a new game on the 
cards there is good reason to be excited. His 
latest project, due for release in April, is Storm- 
ball, a one or two-player sports game which is 
unusual in that it uses much of the code, the 
“graphics engine,” that was first written to create 
the 3D graphics in Resolution, itself a develop- 
ment from Archipelagos. 

Paul has been struggling with Stormball since 
Resolution was released last July. He is now 
approaching the crucial stage when a good idea 
must be converted into a good game. Over the 
next few months we shall be observing his 
progress in some detail. We'll also be talking to his 


a game is born 


ST game than meets the eye. Where 
do the ideas come from? Who 


does what? Do programmers earn 


employers in an attempt to discover just what it’s 
like bringing a game from the initial conception 
through a traumatic birth and beyond. 

We shall of course chart the development of 
the game itself, as ideas arise and evolve or are 
rejected. But we shall equally be concerned to 
convey something of the experience of writing a 
game — the elation and the 
disappointment, the sheer 
effort and even the boredom. 

We will be looking in detail 
at the marketing of a game - 
the packaging, the advertis- 
ing, the sales story. And when 
it’s all over, we shall be asking everyone con- 
cerned how it all went. Runaway success or 
unmitigated disaster? 

This month we interview Paul about his game 
and go on a conducted tour of the program as it 
stands to date. 


THE STORMBALL DIARY 


WEEK 1: 
IN THE BEGINNING... 


@ “This is the earliest screen | have, dating 
from about July. It’s the 3D polygon on the 
floor taken out of Resolution, together with 
an old astronaut sprite | used in Quadralien 
acting as the player in the game. At this 
time I was really just trying out code, 
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finding out what sort of speed it would run 
at, with a floor like that and two sprites, 
one of which is compressed in real time. 

“Pll explain that. You see, the only pic- 
ture I have is of that full size sprite, the one 
in the foreground. The other sprite in the 
background is only half that height, but 
rather than having a sprite of half the size, 
or indeed of every size in between, I only 
need to use the one sprite. Whenever I want 
to draw that smaller one, | simply use a rou- 
tine which compresses it. That’s slow any- 
way because it has to be done pixel by 
pixel, but since it’s happening in real time it 
has to be quick. So that again is a routine I 
wrote for Resolution. I’ve altered it slighly 
in this game, but it’s basically that routine. 

“So all that has happened here in this 
earliest incarnation of Stormball is that ! 
have allied those two routines out of Reso- 
lution to find out what sort of speed this 
runs at, how it looks and so on. Now I’ve 
got the basic ideas running | can get on 
with the game” 


“T haven’t seen any 
games that really have 
any imagination — any 

sort of genius” 


millions? The answers to these questions and 
many more are revealed in this exclusive report 
on the making of the follow-up to the classic 
Resolution 101. Steve Carey asks the questions 


STF: Your latest project, Paul, Stormball - 
how did it come about? 
It just sort of grew up over a long time while | was 
writing Resolution 101, and | suppose | wanted to 
do something in which the essence of the game 
was really simple, but which would be a nice 
game. Something that was easy to write and 
would not take too much time 
but which played well. 

| was trying to get away 
from the idea of having to 
write a really big game which 
had everything in it; to con- 
centrate on getting at the 
heart of the game, to build code around it. You 
see, when | was doing Resolution | wrote all the 
code and then tried to squeeze a game into it — 
which is the wrong way round, really. 

Afterwards you have the opportunity to add on 
all the extras like the sound and the graphics 


WEEK 2: 
GETTING UP ’N’ RUNNING 


& “This is unfortunately me in my pants. I'd 
had enough of that astronaut sprite, and I 
wanted to have a running sequence that I 
could try in the game. The only way | could 
do that - | can’t draw awfully well - was to 
use my camera hooked up to digitise me. ! 
had to do it in two halves, because this 
room is too small and I didn’t have enough 
of an angle on the camera to get all of me in 
at once. So I did it in two halves and this is 
one of the halves. Hideous isn’t it, just look 
at those horrible - yes, anyway...” 
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which make it a really good game, but you can 
only do that if the game is right. 


STF: What games would you most wish to 
have written? What do you admire the most? 

| wish you hadn't asked me this, because I’m not 
really into games at all! There’s lots of games 
which are excellent — they play well or the code is 
amazing — but | haven't seen anything that really 
has any element of imagination, you know, any 
sort of genius. | can’t think of anyone who has got 
a reputation for writing that kind of game. 


STF: How do you feel about the project at the 
moment? 

| like it. It’s not what | want to do in my heart, but 
as a sports game, it plays really, really nicely. 


STF: What do you mean it’s not what you 
want to do in your heart? What is? 

| just want to write something which is me, you 
know, in which | can put lots of little touches of 
imagination. | don’t think Stormball is it but | 
shouldn't really say that, should |? lan will kill me! It 
is genuinely a nice game. | wrote Archipelagos and 
| had the feeling about that that | have now - it is 
an easy game to write because it works right. All 
the elements fall into place and work. | had to 
really force it through with Resolution. This one is 
writing itself. 


STF: Have there been moments when you 
wished that you hadn't started? 
Not really, no. | could easily 
imagine it as a game a long 


it. | had the vision as well 
with this one and it’s all a 
matter of moving yourself 
from having a vision to 
actually having all the code. 
So there aren't really any 
points where you suddenly stop and think, God, 
what shall | do now? 

There have been times where | wasn’t happy 
with it, where you start to think, “this isn’t a game 
— there’s no excitement.” And then you stop for a 


WEEK 5: 
THE FIRST BITS OF GAME! 


@ “Now I have a pitch on the floor rather 
than just one huge area. And I’m using a 
sprite which is actually me running, so I 
have a series of about eight sprites of me 
running around which you use. 

“At this point your man can actually 
move on the pitch, so | would be controlling. 
him with a joystick to make him turn 
around and run forwards and backwards. 
But of course there’s no ball, there’s no 
halves on the pitch. It’s basically what was 
happening in the earlier picture but with a 
new sprite” 
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“In Resolution 101 
time before | actually wrote J wrote the code and then 
tried to squeeze a game 
into it — that’s the wrong 
way round, really” 


week or two and come back and find it was OK. 
Even though it looked bad, it was just that you had 
been looking at it for such a long time. 


STF: How do you sort out a good from a 
really rotten idea for a game? 

| honestly don’t know. You just have to have it in 
your mind for a hell of a long time. A good idea 
sort of hangs round in your head and the bad ones 
just drop away. There isn’t any reason, that’s just 
what happens. 


STF: And where do you 
get your ideas? 

Out of a book that I'm not 
going to show you! 


STF: No, | mean, you have 
them when you're in bed, 
or out walking, or in the bath - or worse? 

Not worse, no! Usually when I’m actually writing 
something. | tend to think, oh this is a nice routine, 
wouldn't it be nice if | could use it in a game which 
did blah-de-blah - and you know, that usually 


& “This is how it’ll look in two player mode: 
two smaller windows on screen, each with 
the viewpoint of one player. These actually 
show the same situation as the previous 
screen, but from different points of view” 


@ “This is the only screen of sprites I have in 
the game as it is now, a month or so after 


GAME making 


@ Paul, programmer of Archipelagos and Resolution 101, is now hard at work on Stormball 


happens. That’s what happened with Resolution. 


STF: What about payment, advances and so 
on? How is that sorted out? 

Well, in our case Astral [the three man team Paul 
is part of] have worked with one publisher for a 
long time and built up a lot of trust with them. 
They know that over a period of about a year we 
can write a good game. 

At the start we go along and say, we have a 
couple of ideas for games on these lines and 
they'll say, “Well, we like this idea here but this 
other one we're not too happy about. Write this 
one and we'll offer you X amount as an advance on 
your royalties.” We'll say, “Oh no, we'd like a bit 
more please.” And then we probably end up in the 
middle somewhere, usually a lot closer to their 
original sum than ours! 

That amount is paid to us over the time we 
write the game, and then after it comes out and is 
on the market it earns royalties. Once it’s earned 
as much as the advances that we were originally 
paid, then we also get straight royalties after that. 
On the whole though, the advances just about > 


starting. It’s obviously very simple, just a 
collection of templates I use to put some- 
thing up on the screen. In the finished game 
there won't be any of this at all. It will all be 
replaced by material produced for the game 
by a graphic artist. Me in my underpants will 
be hidden away forever more” 


WEEK 9: 
AND NOW THERE'S TWO... 


“This is from late August — possibly early 
September. Now there are two of you mov- 
ing round on the pitch. The other bloke in 
the background is controlled by the com- 
puter, so he can move around after the ball” 
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GAME making 


> cover everything the game makes in its lifetime. 


STF: Doesn't that make you a bit suspicious? 
Yes, it does. 


STF: Either the publishers lose a_ small 
amount of money on a lot of games, or it 
goes the other way and they end up not pay- 
ing a lot of royalties that they ought to? 

Yeah. | think that may be so. We have done some 
really nice games, but we still haven't really hit the 
market right. If you do that, | think you can easily 
earn twice as much. 


STF: So why didn’t Resolution 101 make you 
millionaires? 
Because people didn’t buy it. 


STF: Why didn’t people buy it? 

| don’t know. Without trying to lay blame, it came 
out at the start of a very hot period and at a very 
well known slack time of 
the year for the market. 
| believe that every game 
that came out at that 
time didn’t do terribly 
well. Obviously | could 
blame the quality of the 
game - some people 
might say that it just 
wasn't good enough. 


STF: It got very good reviews, though. 
It got good reviews on the whole, but it did get 
criticism for some aspects. 


STF: Like the music, for example. Did you 
agree with that criticism? 

On the whole, yeah. The gameplay is actually quite 
interesting, but it takes a long time to get into it. 
| could play the game because | knew how it 


“Perhaps there’s something 
wrong with game players 
when they spend a whole 

day mindlessly playing 
computer games” 


foe es 
Bee Ree & 
ae etm teak 
a a ee a es 


@ “This is what I use to invent new pitches. 
It’s in the game now so that anyone who’s 
working on Stormball can alter any of the 
games, but it won’t be included in the final 
game. This is purely for my own work” 


operated, but | think those new to it wouldn't really 
have known what they had to do and just ended up 
flying round shooting things. 


STF: So Stormball is 
going to be something 
that people can pick up 
and play? 

It's going to be totally dif- 
ferent, yes, because it will 
be instantly obvious what's 
in the game. At the same 
time you can play it over 
weeks and I've made sure that you'll find other bits 
that keep you occupied. You have to actually play 
the game to improve rather 
than just be lucky. 


STF: | always think 
must be very difficult to 
write a game for some- 
one who has never seen an ST game before, 
someone who got their ST at Christmas, for 
example, and at the same time satisfy the 


“A good idea hangs round 
in your head and the bad 
ones just drop away” 


sort of hardened cynics who will be reviewing 
it and everyone in between with different 
areas of expertise. 

Absolutely. And | think there are a lot of writers 
who carry on and ignore that aspect of game 
design. We always try to make it an easy start. It’s 
not quite like that on Resolution, because it’s hard 
anyway. You can’t make a game like that easy. 


STF: Do you use kids for playtesting your 
stuff, or do you just depend on Millennium to 
playtest for you? 

Up to now, yeah, but | want to take charge of that. 
Those people who test or comment on it can play 
the game anyway, because I’ve been sending them 
copies of it every month for the last year. They've 
been following the game right from the start. A 
person who just comes along and starts it up 
won't know what the hell is happening. 

But then, on the other hand, you get someone 
who writes into ST FORMAT saying, this game is 
too easy, | spent £25 and | solved it in a day - 
there must be something wrong in the game. Per- 
haps there’s something wrong with themselves if 
they can spend a whole day just lounging and 
mindlessly playing computer games. God, what a 
terrible thing to say! stf 


@ Next month in “A Game is Born,” we look 
at the commissioning and game specification 
process, as well as dipping into the diary 
Paul has kept of Stormball’s progress and 
witnessing some more of his blush-making 
indiscretions. 
Incidentally, if you 
would like to offer 
yourself as a game- 
tester for Stormball, 
write to: Stormball 
testers, ST FORMAT, 30 
Monmouth St, Bath BAi 2BW. Who knows, if 
you’re very lucky you may even find yourself 
featuring a little later on in this series! 


WEEK 21 -  vusT TURNED 21 - AND STORMBALL IS ALREADY IN ACTION 


“This is right up to date, and all the ele- 
ments of the game are in. We’ve now got 
two halves in the game, with each player in 
his own half. There’s a sort of audience in 
the background. That’s not how it will be, 
it’s just a strip of colour which I can replace 
when it’s been drawn by a real artist. | have 
the ball and am about to hit it. The small 
bar at the bottom of the screen shows how 
much time I have to hit the ball, so any 
moment now | will hit it. 

“The other bar is the time the ball is 
allowed in each half, so | have obviously got 
quite a lot of time there to hit it out of my 
half and into the other bloke’s half. 

“Vil have to explain what I intend to do 
here. I’m aiming the ball into the opposite 


40 ST FORMAT 


corner, because even though you can’t see 
it terribly well, there are three high score 
squares and if | hit it over there there’s a 
high possibility that I'll hit one of those 
three. The other bloke is actually on my 
right which means I can hit it and he won’t 
have enough time to move in” 


@ “Now I’ve hit the ball, which is why the 
bar at the bottom is gone. The other bar is 
still there and you can see that it’s much 
larger because it’s only this moment 
entered the other person’s half. 

“I’ve just moved slightly sideways and 
the ball, which has entered the other half, 
is illuminating some of the squares as it 
moves. Those are the white squares” 


@ “Now I’ve moved up to the half-way line 
so I can see more clearly what’s happening 
over in the other half of the field. I’ve hit 
one of those high score squares, because 
you can see that the hundred has actually 
risen out of it and is moving up the screen. 
You can’t see it terribly well because I’m 
hiding it, but the other bloke has now 
moved to the ball and has caught it. He’s 
actually stopped it. 

“What I’m intending to do is to move 
that sprite in the foreground a little bit to 
one side, so he’s not hiding anything that’s 
in the middle. Eventually, in the final ver- 
sion he’ll be holding some kind of hockey 
stick-type of implement” sif 
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Armour-Geddon. 
Atomic Robokid.. 
Awesome . 
Badlands... 


(+ Sound Card 


Battle of Britain .. 
Cadaver... 

Captive.. 

Car-Vup.... 

Chase HQ 2 

Chuck Yeager's Flight sim.. 
Corporation Sct 
Cricket Captain 2.. 
BSS Jane Seymour . 
Days of Thunder 

Dick Tracy... 

Dragon Breed . 
Dragonflight .... 
Dragons Lair II - Time 
Eagles Rider 

Elvira 


Final Whistle 
Flight of Intruder. 
F19 Stealth Fighe 
Golden Axe. 
Helter Skelte: 
Horror Zombies... 


James Pond. 

Kick Off 2 .... 

Legend of Faerghail. 

Line of Fire 

Lotus Esprit Turbo Challenge .. 
Monty Python.. 


M1 Tank Platoon... 


FREE - One Public Domain Disk with 
every Game from this column! 
Pick from list opposite 


Operation Stealth.. 
Pang 

Paradroid 90 
Plotting.. 

Populo 
Powermonger . 
Proflight. 

Puznic 

Ranx .. 

Rick Dangerous 2. 
Robocop 2 
Roarkes Drift... 
Shadow of the Beast. 
Sim City 
Speedball 2.. 
Spellbound... 
Spindizzy Worlds 


Super Off Road Racer . 
Supremacy 

Team Yankee .. 
Teenage Mutan 

Total Recall .. 

Turrican 

Ultimate Ride .. 


Vector Championship Run. 
Voodoo Nightmare . 
Welltris 

Wolfpack ... 

Wrath of the Demon.. 


All items due by publication date! 
If release delayed 
- Sent A.S.A.P 


SALE * SALE * SALE 


Afterburner 

Batman: Caped Crusader. 
Colossus Chess X.... 
Centrefold Squares .. 
Deluxe Strip Poker ... 


Deluxe Strip Poker PLUS 
Centrefold Squares 


Dungeon Master + Chao 
Hard Drivin + 10 disks. 


Kid Gloves PLUS 
Cloud Kingdoms .... 


Hollywood Poker Pro 

Last Ninja 2. 

Mr. Heli. 

Rick Dang B 
Shoot-em-Up Construction 
Silkworm 

Steve Davis Snooker 
Super Hand On... 


Verminator 


Classic INFOCOM Adventures! 
Hitchhikers Guide to Galaxy 
Planetfall 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos.. 
Ballyhoo 

Spellbreaker 

Moonmist.. 

Wishbringer . 

Hollywood Hi-Jinks 

Zork |. 


Bulk disks with labels! 
10 disks . 
50 disks . 
100 disks 


SONY boxed with labels! 


Box of 10 (x 5). 
Box of 10 (x 10).. 


COMPILATIONS 


MASTER MIX.. 
Thunder Blade, 1 
Super Wonder Boy, Dynamite Dux. 


SPORTING GOLD 
Games Winter Edition, Games Summer 
Edition, California Games 


HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION 
Ghostbusters I], Robocop, Batman (movie), 
Indiana Jones 


PLATINUM 
Ghouls and Ghosts, Strider, Black Tiger, 
Forgotten Worlds. 


POWER PACK 


Xenon II, TV Sports Football, Bloodwych, . 
Lombard RAC Rally! 


ALL TIME FAVOURITES 
Test Drive, Hard Ball, Mean 18+, Famous 
Course disk (vol.1 and 2) 


FLIGHT COMMAND 
Lancaster, Eliminator, Skyfox, Strike Force 
Harrier, Skychase 


Hard Drivin’, Toobin’, APB, Dragon Spirit, 
Xybots 


KINGS QUEST TRIPLE 
Kings Quest I, Il, and III 


PRINTERS ONLY! 


STAR LC10 
including lead! 

STAR LC200 (colour) 
including lead! 


EDUCATIONAL ONLY! 


POSUIMann) Patic2 ec nctsescscncasnceccoseceecsctonsenke 8.99 
Learn to Read with Prof 19.99 
Prof Makes Sentences . 

Puzzle Book 1 

Let's Spell At Home 

Let's Spell At Shops .. 


Fun School 2 (under 6). 
Fun School 2 (6 to 8)... 
Fun School 2 (over 8)... 


Fun School 3 (under 5). 
Fun School 3 (5 to 7). 


CAD 3D (1) 
Canvas .. 


DELUXE PAINT 


Degas Elite 

Cyber Studio. 
MASTERsound 2 
Music Construction Set. 


Replay Professional 


UTILITIES 


ST Replay (VIII)... 

TCB Tracker .... 

Devpac ST (2) . 

First Word Plus... 

GST Macro Assembler . 
GST C Compiler . 
Home Accounts .. 

Mini Office Spreadsheet 
Mini Office Graphics .. 
Neodesk 3 

Protext (5). 

Word Write! 

Mavis Beacon Typing Tutor . BS 


JOYSTICKS 


Joystick & Mouse extension 
Joystick lead - 2 metres!... 
Joystick Mouse Switch Box . 
Quickshot APACHE ... 
Quickshot Ill PYTHON 
Quickjoy III Supercharger . 
Quickjoy Jetfighter 

Quickjoy TOPSTAR 
Competition Pro Extra 
Arcade joystick 

Arcade TURBO joystick. 
Zip Stick Professional... a 


ACCESSORIES 


Locking Disk Box (40+) .... 
Locking Disk Box (80+) . 


FURRY MOUSE COVER 
(with eyes, ears and nose!) 


Media Box (Holds 150+) 
Mouse Mat (BEST Quality’ 


NAKSHA MOUSE (NEW). 
+ FREE mouse mat 
+ FREE mouse bracket 


ST Dust Cover.. 
Disk Drive Clean 
Mono/Colour Monitor Switch 


DELIVERY 
SERVICE 


...and the keenest prices 


PUBLIC DOMAIN 


NEW LOW PRICES!!! 
1 disk = £1.99, 
10 disks + file box = £15.99 
Ask for our NEW catalogue! 


BG.01 Monopoly; Classic board game! 
Plus: Chess, American Football 
Dungeon Master; Maps of all 
levels + 40 pages of hints, tips. 
Strip Breakout; Knock out the 
bricks to reveal the picture! 
Froggy; (Frogger). Caves of 
Rigel; Original maze type arcade. 
Dungeon Master; NEW dungeon! 
Needs original program to run... 
Soko; 50 level puzzle game. 
Bubble Trouble; Pacman style 
plus: Jumpster; Q-Bert version. 
Millipede; Arcade classic. 
ST-Umped; Cricket simulator 
Does NOT require STOS to run! 
Joust; Arcade classic.. 

Star Trek - Next Generation. 
Battle the Ferengi...(Not STE) 
Elvira; stunning demo of the long 
awaited Horror game! 


BG.20 
BG.27 
BG.55 
BG.57 


BG.58 
BG.59 


BG.62 
BG.64 


BG.65 
MG.08 


Madonna; Including those control 
versial Playboy pictures! 

NASA Space Mission slideshow 
X-Cert. Spectrum 512 Show. 
Neochrome; Super Art Package. 
ST Writer Elite; Professional 
quality Word Processor. 

ANI-ST (was Aegis Animator) 
File Selector, Desk Manager 
Disk copier, Virus Killer... 

BBC Emulator; Ideal for kids 
using BBC computers at school! 
Mono Emulator + Tos 1.4 fix! 
Fractal Landscape generator 
and explorer, Mandlebrot show... 


ZX81 Emulator; including 38 
program files! Uses the original 
keyword entry system! Great Fun! 
ZX81 programs; Over 100 files 
to run with the ZX81 emulator! 


Sheet 2; Powerful Spreadsheet 
plus tutorial! Lotus compatible! 
F-Copy Ill; Superior copier! 
Composer; enter notes from 
computer or Midi keyboards! 

16 Voice synthesiser with multi 
voice recording! 

Clip-Art - VIZ magazine. 

Clip-Art - Garfield pics. 

STE demo; See what your STE 

is capable of and be amazed... 
What the Butler Saw; Demo. 
Educational fun for 3 to 6 year 
olds: Kids Music, Kids Piano, Grid... 
Kids ABC, Kid Potato, Kid Story, 
Kid Sketch... 

On screen Colouring book! 

Wolf and Seven Kids; Multi 
choice adventure game for kiddies. 
Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles, 
sample of Turtles theme plus pics. 
Snowman - Digitised demo.(MB) 
Robocop; Stunning digitised 
sequences from the film! (2 disks) 
When Harry met Sally; amusing 
digitised fake orgasm sequence... 


The above is just a small selection of our VAST range of 16 Bit software... Catalogue available! 


BYTEBACK 


DEPT STF, 6 MUMBY CLOSE, NEWARK, NOTTS NG24 1JE 


Cheque, postal 
orders or credit 
card facilities 
are available 


Buy with confidence from one of the longest established 
companies in their field, with a reputation for good service 
and prices. We have invested heavily in a computer system 
to enable our Telesales staff to provide up-to-the-minute 


stock information, coupled with highly efficient order 


@ 
vesham Micros} 
JA. ATARI DEALER OF THE YEAR 1989 "SeReeeE cee eee 
SOLDERLESS MEMORY UPGRADES FOR ST's 


v Fits any STF, STFM or MEGA 
series machine in minutes! 


w# Uses SIMMS RAM Modules 
for Effortless Upgradeability 


w Probably the neatest ST 
RAM Upgrade available! 


RAM Upgrade with board unpopulated £59.95 


: = he RAM Upgrade With 512K RAM Installed - 
Upgrade the memory of your ST quickly and easily Uolelt-lel-S ee ReyAUh Cot hl mel mL £89.95 
with our new, fully software compatible RAM upgrade FEyNy) Upgrade With 2Mb RAM Installed - 


board. Designed for pre-STE machines, the unit 
accepts SIMMS slot-in memory modules, making upgrades a 520 1040 Megat to 22.5Mb £174.95 


RAM fitting simplicity itself. No electronics knowledge arAW MU Jel eCe[a WT Wao NUM ULL 
needed! Available with or without RAM modules. [Ufelelgtel-iEReyAela tel ela] (-Yer- lela i (oN 1)' | eneeeeee SL) 
Allows upgrade in stages of 1Mb, 2 / 2.5Mb and 4Mb, 


as and when necessary. Straightforward installation - Due to the large variance in design of the Atari ST, there is a small 
full, comprehensive instructions provided. inority of boards in existence which may require a little soldering. 


TC ATARI [econ mispeacrron 
EVESHAM MICROS ! 


EVESHAM MICROS PRICE PROMISE io ; 
- WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE Kick Off 2 FREE WITH 
OFFER ON A LIKE-FOR-LIKE BASIS ‘Tracksuit Manager’ EVERY STE 


All our ST prices include mouse. user guide. etc. ‘Subbuteo’ Of, STFM 
eu ll Quickshot 3 Turbo Joystick PACKAGE !! 


paint program. wordprocessor. games. graphics & 
sound demos. desk accessories and utilities. 


PLUG-IN, SOLDERLESS RAM 
UPGRADE FOR ANY ATARI 520 ST 


Now there is a simpler, faster and 
more effective method of upgrading 
your humble 520 ST to 1Mb RAM ! 
Our new plug-in 512K memory 
upgrade unit offers excellent value for 
money, requiring no soldering or 
special technical know-how. (Not 
suitable for STE machines.) 


ONLY £69.95 ‘oiscctver, 
ATARI ST ACCESSORIES 


Atari SM124 Monochrome Hi-Res Monitor . 
Atari SC1224 Colour Medium Res. Monitor . 
Philips CM8833 Colour Monitor with stereo sound, inc. 
Monitor Switch Box - switch between mono & colour monitors ..... £13.95 
Philips TV Tuner AV7300 for monitors with composite input ........ 


520STFM 1Mb Internal Drive neers kit, with full instructions . 
Atari Megafile 30Mb Hard Disk . 
Atari Megafile 60Mb Hard Disk .. 


520STE RAM upgrade kit to 1Mb, includes 2x256K SIMMS ........ 
520/1040STE RAM upgrade to 2Mb, includes 2x1Mb SIMMS ... £119.00 
520/1040STE RAM upgrade to 4Mb, includes 4x1Mb SIMMS ... £235.00 
520STFM 1Mb RAM Upgrade kit, requires soldering ib 
520STFM 1Mb RAM Upgrade fitted by ourselves ..... 
Mega ST2 RAM upgrade to 4Mb, fitted by ourselves 


High quality, qood value package based around the 520 STFM computer including 
520 STF M 512K RAM, 1Mb Drive and built-in TV modulator. Also supplied is : 


; STOS Games Creator Outrun inc.VAT and 
DISCOVERY [Reateulinis Bomb Jack | 269.99 Meaiivery 
irST A. i{ A i ST T SOOSCHHEHSSHHHSHSHETHESSEEEOE 
PACK’ FirST BASIC tari our 


plus ‘Discovering your Atari ST Book ONLY £299.99 WITH 1MB RAM FITTED 


VIDI-ST excelent real-time 16 shade Video Digitiser / frame grabber, 

suits video, presggtation and DTP applications .. 
VIDI-Chrome colour accessory software for VIDI-ST 
VIDI-RGB Colour Splitter hardware accessory for VI 


PC-Speed Hardware PC emulator; fast & fully compatible ........... 
AT-Speed - 80286 based PC emulator with VGA/EGA output 
AT ONCE by Vortex - fast 80286 based emulator ............e-ee 
Supercharger Hardware PC emulator; V30 processor, 1Mb 
RAM, MSDOS 4.01, multi-tasking with ST. Good features ... £289.00 
Sprectre GCR Macintosh Emulator pack. Includes MAC ROMs . £369.00 


Includes an Atari 520 STE with 1Mb Drive, joystick, 


I er vestscncs may’ | £309.99 "sive 


Indiana Jones & Last Crusade Blood Money 


MUL 1S{OQMM ian tiing noche Onur | ONLY £980.90 WITH IMB RAM FITTED 


PACK’ Eee PaNasES ay eas ONLY £439.99 WITH 2MB RAM FITTED 
Music Maker 2 (STE version) © STOS ONLY £519.99 WITH 4MB RAM FITTED 


Atari SLM605 Laserprinter (requires a minimum of 2Mb RAM) .. £899.00 
Golden Image Optical Mouse; excellent travel and accuracy ....... 
Naksha Mouse package, also compatible to Amiga... 
STF/STFM/STE Joystick/Mouse accessibility extension adapter £ 4: ‘95 


PROFESSIONAL ST REPAIRS 


Our fully equipped service department is ready 
to handle almost any Atari ST repair. 
We can offer fixed price repairs on any ST computer. Our price is 
inclusive of return postage, and covers any fault occurring in 
normal usage, including disk drive problems. We reserve the right 
to refuse any machine that we consider to have been damaged 
other than in normal use, eg. substandard repair work, lightning 
and physical damage - these will be quoted for separately. 
ST FIXED RATE REPAIR ....ccsscssssssssescsresseeree £ 65.00 
If in doubt, please contact us on 0386-446441 


ST Service Exchange on Power Supplies .. £ 45.00 


Superb starter package, consisting of a 1040 STE 


1040 STE canes ssecen eect £449.99 ine VAT and 
EXTRAS FESS anemic cm Ease 


Kuma Database ‘Prince’ 
PAC K pe Business Graphics STAC Advent. creator ONLY £609.99 WITH 4MB RAM FITTED 


Mega ST1 with SM124 mono monitor .... £ 599.00 Mega ST2 with SM124 monitor (2Mb RAM) 
Mega ST1 as above, upgraded to 2Mb RAM . £769.00 Mega ST4 with SM124 monitor (4Mb RAM) . 
Mega ST1 as above, upgraded to 4Mb RAM £ 879.00 SM124 monochrome hi-res monitor 


GOLDEN IMAGE HANDY SCANNER PRIN TERS ( EVESHAM MICROS SPECIAL OFFER - 


ALL STAR PRINTERS INCLUDE 12 ; 
WITH. TOUCH UP PACKAGE Prices include VAT. delivery and cable MONTHS ON-SITE MAINTENANCE ! | 
Top value package including outstanding 000 


quality 100-400 dpi scanner with dither op- Star LC10 top-selling 9-pin printer if Star Laserprinter 8 including ‘Starscript” upgrade (Postscript 
tions. Scanner includes viewing window with Star LC200 NEW! Replaces LC10 Colour; 180/45 cps . H inc.2Mb Memory ... £1599.00 
backlight, plus a start button for accurate : Star LC24-10 24 pin, excellent value . a | Olivetti DM100S 9 pin "printer 200/30 cps 

scanning. Scans either line-art (mono) or one including Star LC24-200 NEW! as LC24-10 but 200/67 cps, price includes 1 year on-site warranty | 


of three greyscale options, up to 400dpl. Also ; Vv AT / delivery with bottom feed facility and push /pull tractor . Ett) i Olivetti PG-306 laserprinter with PostScript fitted 


Star LC24-200 Colour : as above, colour version .. 
UP" grephice. program wnich crves. tne | "FORMAT GOLD" {J} Si FF 10 9p 300/76cpe 16 NLO fons 

as 
scanner directly as one of its many facilities. ¢ _ Refer to the Jan. Star XB24-10 24pin; 4 SLQ, 25 Lat fon .f Panasonic KXP1123 NEW 24pin printer .. 
Imports and exports many different file 3: . Star XB24-15 as XB24-10, wide carriage i Panasonic KXP1624 24pin wide carr. printer .. 
formats, and includes image enhancement 1991 issue of Star LC15 wide carriage vers. of LC10 .. i NEC P2+ 192/64cps multifont 24pin printer . 
tools. PLEASE NOTE - You MUST have at ‘ST FORMAT’ Star LC24-15 wide carriage vers. of LC24-10 
least 1Mb RAM for TOUCH UP to operate. §.... ...ccecoarcarsceenconannecanonaqnacaed Star Laserprinter 8, 


ST SOFTWARE 


First Word Plus 
1st Mail (for 1st Word only) - 
Protext Version 5 . 


HIGH SPEED, SUPERIOR QUALITY 
HARD DISKS FOR ST's 


Incorporating new technology NEC SCSI hard disk 
mechanisms, these units combine excellent 
performance with quality and high capacity. 


Data Manager Professional 
Prodata 
Superbase Personal version 2 . 


te NEC SCSI Hard Disk Mechanisms, with 28ms Access Time 
x Fully Autoparking Hard Disk 


te Features ICD Hard Disk Interface and .Software ® 
tx Includes DMA Throughport and Cooling Fan ™ 
x High quality, compact grey metal casing & es, 
Personal Fi Mana: i re te 
Personal Finance Manager Professional x Extremely easy Installation procedure 3. ey : 
GRAPHICS tx PRICE INCLUDES ALL CABLES AND DEDICATED POWER SUPPLY. Ag, 
= WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND AGAINST USE OF HARD DISKS ON &. “ 


THE ST WITHOUT AN INDEPENDENT POWER SOURCE. 


40MB VERSION ONLY .... £ 399.00 inciuding vat 
OMB VERSION ON =2£/599,00) ; © Delivery 


Architectural/Human/Future Design di 
Cyber Control (animator) 
Cyber Paint 2.0 


Cyber Texture .. 

Degas Elite ... 

Deluxe Paint . 

Easy Draw 2. 

Easy Draw + 

Easy Tools (requires 1Mb R. 
Genesis Molecular Modeller . 
GFA Draft Plus 

GFA Draft Plus V3.13 

Migraph Draw Art Professional . 
Migraph Scan Art 

Spectrum 512. £22.50 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 


Timeworks Desktop Publisher . £69.95 
Timeworks Desktop Publisher Clip-art p: 


A 


Signs and Banners 

Greetings Cards 

Calendars & Stationary .. . 
Art Library 1/2 (clip art) [Please state which] .. 


MUSIC 


“.. a very smart looking drive indeed ... a slim and 
quiet device ... it is very keenly priced too.” 


- ST WORLD, September 1989 


C-Lab Creator .... 
C-Lab Notator .... 
C-Lab Creator / Unitor . 
C-Lab Notator / Unitor . 
C-Lab X-Alyzer .. 

Dr.T Tiger Cub ... 
Mastertracks Junior . 
Prodigy ........ 

Replay IV 


@ Very quiet a 4 So SUPER LOW 
@ Slimline design ag PRICE ! 


@ Cooling Vents a 
@ Sleek, high quality metal casing 3 5 9 rT] 95 


@ Suits any Atari ST is : 

© Quality Citizen Drive Mechanism [Nell lschicken in including VAT 
© On/ Off switch on rear of drive [aii Neklee Est | and delivery - 
@ Full 720K Formatted Capacity Seer eerie | Why pay more? 


GFA BASIC Compiler . take their power from the joystick port! 
P @ Long reach connection cable e Ie ee 


GFA BASIC Version 3 
GST C Compiler ... 


5'/4"" External 40/80 Track Floppy Drive also available for on 


TRUEMOUSE 


PHILIPS 15" FST COLOUR TV MONITOR 


STOS Maestro + (inc.Sampler Module) . 
GAMES AND SIMULATIONS 


Battlemaster ... occcen ae ae 
Betrayal 

Elite .... 

F-19 Stealth Fighter . 

Flight Simulator Il . 

Kick Off 2 

MI Tank Platoon 

Powermonger . 

Proflight .... 


WE GUARANTEE 
that this Is the 
smoothest, most 
responsive and 
accurate 


With Its dedicated monitor 
input, this model combines | (=== 
the advantages of a high 
quality medium resolution 
monitor with the 
convenience of remote 
control Teletext TV - at an 
excellent low price ! 


replacement mouse 
__/ youcan buy for the 
Atari ST. Excellent 

i“ performance, 
amazing low price ! 


ONLY £17.95 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Atari Archive (hard disk backup) 
Autoroute 

Epson Emulator for Atari Laserprinters .. 
Atari Fastcom 2. 


inc. VAT & 
Now On 
Mini Office Comms .. i) O ly £119 0 delivery 
Mini Office Presentation Graphics . 
Mini Office Spreadsheet 
NeoDesk 3 (New latest version) 
Video Titler 


ATARI ST BOOKS 


GFA BASIC advanced programming guide 
GFA BASIC V3 Software Development 
Your Second Manual (HiSoft! 


vesham Micro 


RETAIL SHOWROOMS 


Blue Lightning ......... 
Gates of Zendocon . 
Chips Challenge .... 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND DELIVERY 


Same day despatch whenever possible. Express Courier delivery £5.00 extra. 
MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT 
Unit 9 St Richards Rd, Evesham, Worcs WR11 6XJ 


Call us now on © 0386- 765500 ja 
8 lines, Open Mon-Sat, 9.00-5.30. Fax: 0386-765354 

Technical support (open Mon-Fri, 9.30 - 5.30) : 0386-40303 : 
Send an Order with Cheque, Postal Government, Education & PLC orders welcome 
Order or ACCESS/VISA card details. All products covered by 12 Months Warranty 
5 working days personal chq. clearance. All goods subject to availability, E. & OE. 


Road 1762 Pershore Road 
Evesham Cambridge CBI 2HA Cotteri 
Worcs WRI11 6XJ @ 0223-323898 Birmingham 3BH 


@ 0386-765180 fax : 0223-322883 T 021-458 4564 
fax : 0386 - 765354 Open Mon - Sat, 9.30 - 6.00 fax : 021-433 3825 
Open Mon - Sat, 9.00 - 5.30 Specialist Education Centre Open Mon - Sat, 9.00 - 5.30 


APPLICATION : 


e e MP7 - Home Business Pack: DSD. Datahandler and First 
Base 2 databases, Personal Database a 10 address book, 
STSheet and Sheet 2 excellent spreadsheets that include 
graphics and Lotus 123 compatiblity, STWriter Elite the word 
processor and Double Sentry the accounts package. All fully 
working and full featured. A 3 disk pack for £750! 

¢ A48 - UNITERM V2.08 full. THE Comms package for the ST. 

e BPRO1 - CSR. The ELECTRONIC BANK STATEMENT fully 
featured personal accounts. 

e AQ6 - DSD. SHEET v2.0. powerful all features spreadsheet. 

¢ A108 - DSD. 1MB. B/STATa sophisticated graphing and 
statistical analysis program. 

e A121 - POOLS - Expert Results Predictor v2.5. 

¢ W2 - STWRITER ELITE V3.6 the word processor. 

e W5 - MICRO-EMACS v3.925 text editor. 

A125 - DSD. 1MB. OPUS V2.10 very powerful spreadsheet and 
charting program. Requires GDOS which is on disk A163. 

¢ A138 - DOUBLE SENTRY V0.5 the accounting program. 

e A166 - PERSONAL DATABASE an excellent address database 
system. The PD version only allows 10 records but the Shareware 
version is unlimited, details on the disks. VANTERM V3.71 excellent 
all features communications program does every thing except split 
baud rate. RELATIVE TREE the geneology program. 


© A45 - STAR NL10/LC10 FONT DESIGNER v1.1 iwith 21 fonts. 
e A110 - CALAMUS Fonts disk. 9 PD fonts for use with the DTP 
package Calamus: Facade, Fura, Greeny2, Hebrewy, Manvilly, 
Math, Peignoy, Silicy and Steely. 

¢ A135 - GEM FONT MASTER by J.Millar the GEM font Editor. 
¢ A137 - Over 40 GEM GDOS fonts. 

¢ A175 - Over 70 GEM GDOS fonts. 


in _EDUCATION 


¢ A47 - CSR. KIDSGRAPH, KIDSGRID2, KIDSMUSIC, KIDSPIANO, 
KIDSNOTES - graphics and music/sound programs for children. 

e A100 - CSR. KIDPOTATOE, KIDABC, KIDSKETCH, KIDSTORY. 

¢ A101 - CSR. KIDSONG, NUMERICAL GO ROUND - excellent 
animated maths program, NUMBER MAZE. 

e A177 - CSR. KIDSHAPES PLUS a graphic program for the older 
child. KIDPUZZLE features 12 pictures. 

e A178 - CSR. NOTSTE. CAN YOU SPELL. Talking spelling trainer. 


UTILITY 


e e MP7: STARTER PACK for the new STer STWriter Elite the 
word processor, Datahandler and Firstbase the databases 
and NEOchrome the drawing package. Also utilities: RAM 
disks, spooler, picture converters, desktop accessories, 
monochrome screen emulator, colour screen emulator Auto 
loader GEM, extended disks formatters and loads more. 3 
disk pack for £750! 

e A10 - KERMIT kit. 

e A31- 3 dozen 1ST WORD printer drivers. 

¢ A41- MONOCHROME monitor emulator v5. NOTSTE. 
CMFONTS converts Macintosh fonts to ST GDOS format. 
DEFORMATTOR - this program deformats your disks! 

e A88 - DCFORMAT v3.03 THE ST disk formatter. DISKMOD - 
writes MSDOS boot sector. MEG A MINUTE Elite v2.1 HD backup. 
e AQO - SUPERBOOT v6.0 THE ST Boot program. 

e AQ1- FILE SELECTOR v6.0 replacement file selector. VIRUS 
KILLER v2.01 excellent virus detector and killer. 

¢ AQ7 - MMR. STICKER Ill. THE disk label program. 

e STW 41 - FSELECT v3/1989 replacement file selector. ICONE 
.ACC allows you to design icons and assign them to a file. 

¢ A109 - QUICK DISK. QUICKFIND v1.5. QUICKINDEX v1.5. 
QUICKST v1.2. QUICKVIEW v1.3. QUICKINF V1.3. QUICK LABEL 
V1.1. QUICKPRINT. 

e Atti - HEADSTART v1.1 excellent program that allows you to 
auto-boot ANY type of program from your AUTO folder. 

e A119 - FLYING START v1.04 1200/75 comms Prestel. 

e A128 - RECOVER is a program that copies any number of 
specified sectors on a disk to a named file on another disk. 

e A134 - BOOT DRIVE SELECT select a drive to boot from when 
you reset your ST. GOACC select Desktop Acessories. 

e A156 - DSD. MMR. PLANETARIUM. THE star planets package. 
e A157 - CUSTOM FORMATTOR multi featured disk formattor. 
BOOT SECTOR STORAGE system allows you to store boot 
sectors from many disks as a file on 1 disk. 

e A158 - CSR. Complete Amateur Astronomy Guide. 

e A159 - Address Book. Database. First Base. Datahandler. 

e A163 - GEMINI V1.1 desktop replacement. 

e A167 - BIG COLOUR EMULATOR for Monochrome monitors. 


Pdom PD Atari ST/STE Public Domain & Shareware Software 


Suppliers of Public Domain and Shareware software for nearly 5 years, watch out for imitations! 
Pdom PD Atari STF, PO Box 801, Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 3TZ. Tel: 0279 757 692 


¢ A168 - ARCGSH V2.1a shell for any program is already setup 
for ARC, ZOO, SHAR, UUD AND UUE excellent. BYTEFREE v3.3 
displays how many bytes are free on all drives. DISKINIT activates 
a 2nd drive without reset. DISK MECHANIC v1.0 disk analyser, 
copier, formattor, sector editor etc all in one very powerful. 

e A171 - RECOVERABLE TRASHCAN retreive deleted files. 

e A173 - ARCHIVER DISK. ARC V6.02 archiver, ARC shell V1.98, 
LHARC V113, TURBOARC, ARCIT archive entire disks. 

¢ A174 - DCOPY v3.12 excellent disk utility features include: copy, 
move, erase, lock, hide, display, ARC and unARC. BIGSCREEN 
allows you to use GEM windows larger than the actual screen. 
FILESPY V1.2 file browser with search. 

¢ A176 - STARTERM V1.1 the brilliant comms package, features: 
VT52, VT100, ViewData, XMODEM. 

e A186 - DOCDISP the best document displayer on the ST 
features load picture and a non case sensitive search facility! 
FCOPY 3 the excellent disk copier, formattor and virus checker. 


All require a colour screen. 
e e MP2 - Games Pack 1: DSD. Monopoly, Fruit Machine, 
Cribbage, Poker, Solitaire, Tunnel Vision, Reflex, Checkers, 
Devils Tomb, Death Star, Battle Ships, Zyphur and others. A 3 
disk pack for £750! 
e e MP3 - Games Pack 2: DSD, Star Trek, Tennis, Patience, 
Fire Storm, Laser Chess, Mile Stone, Azarian, Barn Yard, 
Space Invaders, Space War, Lunar Lander, Bridge It!, Race 
Cars, Monkeys and Balloons, Spectral Sorcery and Give Us 
A Break. A 3 disk pack for £750! 
¢ G23 - 1MB. BOLO! Absolutely brilliant game with excellent 
graphics in the Arknoid mould only better. 
¢ G86 - DSD. Tennis! 
¢ G95 - CHANCE a good shoot ‘em up with lots of action. 
e G96 - MUTANT excellent platform game. 
¢ G97 - DSD. The Star Trek game by Eric Tronics A full graphics 
game with sampled sounds! 
e G107 - PATIENCE by Eric Chapman an excellent card playing 
game includes Golf, Little Spider, Calculation, Siege,Raglans. 
¢ B5 - PRO DARTS 501 down. 
¢ B7 - BALL ZONE an incredible Arkanoid type game, only better. 
© B12 - ACE INVADERS the DEFINITIVE Space Invader ! 
e B13 - ZENITH a space combat for two players. 
e B11 - MAELSTROM excwellent space shoot_out. 
¢ B14 - GOLDRUSH a multi-level platform pursuit. 
¢ B17 - MAKE A BREAK trivia quizz. 
¢ B18 - PARABELLUM excellent platform game. 
e B22 - BANDIT slot machine with nudges up and down etc. 
¢ B27 - PSICOTIC a space shoot’ em up. 
¢ B23 - SPACE BLOB an immensely enjoyable platform game. 
© B30 - A QUEST FOR GALAXIA an excellent Galaxians clone! 
e B37 - MR DIG dig tunnels to collect the cherries. 
e¢ B35 - HOSTILE RECEPTION a Xenon-type shoot-em up. 
¢ B39 - Onyx an excellent shoot ‘em up with many varied and 
excellent sprites! All in 68000 machine code. 
e B40 - Dizzy Lizzy across between Pacman & Boulderdash. 
¢ B41 - Exodus awesome shoot ‘em up with fantastic graphics! 
e B44 - Exterminate if it moves KILL IT! A shoot'em up. 


e e MP4 - Graphics Pack 1: DSD. CSR. ANI ST the excellent 
animation package, fully working allows you to create your 
own animations!, Pearle the ray tracing package with full 
examples, Mini Paint the excelleiit fully featured painting 
package, NEOchrome the excellent painting program, and 
picture convertors. A 3 disk pack for £750! 

e e MP5 - Graphics Pack 2: DSD. CSR. Master Painter the 
excellent fully featured paint package that includes multipy 
screens, Colour Burst Il the 800/3200 shades on screen at 
once paint package, Fine Line the drawing program, Fractal 
Zoom the most comprehensive fractal generator on the ST 
the Atari IMage Processor MegaBlit the paint package, Studio 
and 'VanGogo 2 excellent paint packages. 

A 3 disk pack for £750! 

e GR6 - Degas Support Disk: 155 fills, 10 brushes, 7 fonts & 24 
printer drivers. 

e GR11 - Disk full of picture utilites: TINY STUFF v3.4 and TINY 
VIEW v4.21, PICSWITCH v0.7 and more. 

¢ GR14 - MMR. PUBLIC PAINTER v0.1 Degas & .IMG compatible. 
e GR17 - Picture convertors. To & from Print Master, Degas, NEO, 
Tiny, IFF SPEC512, IMG, AIM, Postscript, Spectrum512 & GIF 

¢ GR20 - IMG utilities. Convert Degas, Tiny, NEO, MACPaint, 
Spectrum to a mono IMG file. Also an IMG viewer & slideshow. 

e BPROS - CSR. SPRITE MASTER a professional sprite editing 
package tailored to suit most programming languages. 


To order, simply quote the disk code number. 
Disk prices: 
all disks are priced equally depending 
on how many you buy: 


1 to 5 are £3.00 each, 
6 to 10 are £2.75 each 


411 or more are £2.50 each. 
All prices are fully inclusive. 


Please send a cheque or postal order 
_ payable to Pdom PD Atari — 
P O Box 801, Bishop's Stortford, Herts, 
England, CM23 3TZ. 


Foreign Orders: EEC add 10% (minimum £1.00) 
Non EEC add 30% (minimum £1.00) 
Non EEC & Spain, Greece, Portugal, Eire & 
Italy MUST also add £1.75 for registered post. 


* BPROS - CSR. DSD. Sprite Portfolio 600+ top quality sprites. 


e L1- 68000 ASSEMBLER, XLISP STLOGO, TINY BASIC. 
eL3 - ADVSYS Adventure writer language. 

¢ L7 - XLISP v17 includes manuals. 

e L8 - FORTH from Bradley Firmware. 

e LQ - ST ICON v6.3, based on SNOBOL4. 

e L10 - LITTLE SMALLTALK. 

e113 & ¢L14 - MODULA-2 DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM v1.0. 

e L15 - DSD. SOZOBON C Compiler. 

e L17 - DSD. AGT V119. Excellent adventure writer. 

¢ BPRO2 - DSD. Budgie UK 68000 Programmers Library V.42. 


e M9 - MUSIC WRITER create music on screen. 

© M15 - THE ACCOMPANIST V2.3 a 16 Voice MIDI Sequencer. A 
fully working MIDI sequencer by Henry Cosh. 

¢ M18 - SOUNDTRACKER player and SoundTracker modules. 

¢ M19 - SOUNDTRACKER player and SoundTracker modules. 

e M20 - SOUNDTRACKER player and SoundTracker modules. 
Also documentation and some source code in 68000 and GFA 
basic on SoundTracker formats and different frequencies. 

¢ M21 - NoizTracker fully working with Modules. 


All require a colour screen and a double sided disk drive. 
¢ D221 & © D222 - NOTSTE. 1MB. DRAGONS LAIR DEMO by IRS. 
e D197 - NOTSTE. Space Ace. 

e D202 - NOTSTE. Predator demo by The Islander. 

e D125 - NOTSTE. The CareBears Cuddly demos. 

¢ D128 - NOTSTE. The Wattaheck demo. 

e D129 - NOTSTE. The Swedish demo includes SYNC & TCB. 

e D122 - NOTSTE. The Union demo! 

e D77 - Exceptions 4 BIG demo. 

e D91- AMIGA DEMO! 

e D108 - 1MB. Calamus product demo. 

e D123 - The Snowman demo. IMB. 

¢ D138 - 1MB. Startrek Animation with digitised speech. 

¢ BD1 - Mind Bomb. 

e D176 - The Care Bears 'So What Demo’. 

¢ D189 - Swedish New Year Demo 2. 

¢ D207 - The SNOWMAN demo the 1/2 MB RAM version. 

¢ D210 - IMB. The Star Wars Walker | demo. Excellent Animation 
and sampled sounds. 

¢ D211 - IMB. The BatMan demo by RAM KILLER. 

¢ D213 - IMB. The Star Wars Walker Il demo. Excellent Animation 
and sampled sounds. 

¢ D217 - The DELERIOUS DEMO II by the Overlanders. 


All require a colour screen and an Atari STE. 
¢ D144 - The Official Atari France STE demo! 
e D214 - Sound OFF 
¢ D228 - AN COOL from The Care Bears STE demo. 
¢ D229 - IMB. The Jungle demo! 
¢ D230 - MovieSTE. 
e D231 - IMB. BOING STE. 
¢ D232 - IMB. Fantasia. 
¢ D233 - MB. 3D Scroller. 
¢ D234 - IMB. Psychedelik House Il By The Overlander. Aciiiid!!! 


PDOMCLIPIT 


e e VOL1 - 3MB of clip art images: sports, flags, animals, cartoons, 
humorous, Jewish, borders, all occassions, horses, eyes, etc. etc. 
Allin Degas format compatible with ALL DTP packages. 

A 5 disk pack only £12.50 

e e VOL2 - 3MB of clip art images: men, woman, illuminated A to Z, 
arrows, stars, explosions, humorous, cartoons, pointing hands, food 
and lots of miscellaneous images. All in IMG format scanned at 
200 DPI suitable for all quality DTP packages. 

A 5 disk pack for only £12.50! 

e e VOLS - 6MB of clip art images: boys, girls, babies, illuminated A 
to Z, arrows, art deco, all occassions, humorous, food, vegetables, 
fruit, meat, glasses and cups, banners, scrolls, calligraphic 
ornaments, herbs, kitchen utencils and more. All in IMG format 
scanned at 200 DPI suitable for all quality DTP packages. 

A 10 disk pack for only £25.00! 


Abbreviations Used: 
MMR-Mono Monitor DSD-Double Sided Disk. 
CSR-Colour Screen. 1MB-Requires IMB RAM. 


Full indepth details of 
all our 800 disks are in 
our disk based 
catalogue only 


‘Send an SAE &a 
22p stamp for a 


FREE 


copy of our printed 
catalogue. Shows 
concise details of the 
top disks. — 


a | Credit tastercare 
Card Hotline 
0279 757 692 


Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 


LARGE, OR WHAT? 


More files than a metalwork shop! ST 
FORMAT brings you more programs than 
any other disk mag. To do this, we use 
file-crunching techniques and disk 
formats so advanced that they oversee 
the Russian space program in their spare 
time. A massive 1,249K (approx) of 
games, demos and utilities gets neatly 
folded, twisted, levered and jemmied into 
every single ST FORMAT Cover Disk. 


ON THE SIDELINES 


Sadly, the earliest 520STs were fitted 
with single-sided disk drives, meaning 
they couldn’t read double-sided disks — 
until now. The ST FORMAT Cover Disk 
has been specially prepared to enable all 
ST owners to read at least Side 1. Now is 
that nice of us or what? 


ALL YOU NEED IS HERE! 


Thanks to the non-standard, never- 
knew-there-was-so-much-in-it disk for- 
mat by ST FORMAT’s favourite mad 
inventor, Rob Northen, everyone can 
load and use Champion of the Raj, PMA 
and the McAipof Reader. Double-sided 
drive owners are luckier than a very 
lucky thing, for they can also access 
GFA Basic 2, DBase One, Guardian, and 
the accessories, immediately. Others 
have to see page 52 first. 


DoING THE DOUBLE 


To read Side 2 with a double-sided drive 
just double-click the left mouse button 
on the folder named SIDE_2. It should 
open up like a normal folder, listing all 
the files contained within. If it doesn’t, 
just see the next section below. 


Is YOURS A BIT ONE-SIDED? 


If you have a single-sided drive and you 
try opening the SIDE_2 folder, you see an 
alert message telling you that the data on 
the disk may be damaged. This is just 
the ST’s way of telling you it can’t read 
Side 2. Don’t fret, just click on CANCEL 
and you'll be OK. Then see page 52. 


TAKE YOUR VIRUS MEDICINE 


Before you bung it in, back it up! 
Accidents can and do happen and you 
could lose the lot, so make a copy of the 
disk and write-protect the original before 
you put it in your drive to be absolutely 
safe. Afterwards, write-protect your copy 
too, ’cos that’s the safest way to stop it 
picking up those nasty, horrible viruses 
from infected disks. 

If you don’t do this, don’t come 
crying to us after the worst happens. 
We'll just say we told you so. 
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Champion of the Raj from Image- 
Works is an exciting action/strategy 
game, based in India in the 1800s. 
Six princes are battling to unite the 
country against a murderous sect 
known as the Thugs. Each prince 


has his own strengths and weak- 
nesses and you choose your own 
difficulty level. You could be the 
favoured Viceroy of the East India 
Company (who won in real life) or 
you could test your diplomatic and 
military skills by becoming the 
prince of the Gurkha territory. 

In this short but fully playable 
demonstration, you get a chance to 
see some of the stunning full-colour 
visuals and play one of the exciting 
sub-games which is only part of the 
finished article. In this game, you 
must take part in a tiger hunt, 
searching out the big cats in the 
jungle. Keep an eye out for the 
beaters (the Indian chaps who're 
chasing the tigers out of the under- 
growth): shoot them and you're in 


trouble. And don’t let the tigers get 
too close, ’cos they ain't nice to 
meet face to face! 


STARTING OUT 

Simply double-click on the folder 
RAJ to open it. Then double-click 
again on the file marked RAJ.PRG 
and the game loads automatically. 
After the introductory screens at 
the beginning, you are taken to the 
tiger hunt. Use the mouse pointer 
to aim your weapon, and hit the 
Spacebar whenever you want to fire 
a shot. Remember that your gun is 
only a double-barrelled shotgun, 
circa 1810, so be prepared for the 
time it takes for the thing to reload 
every second shot. Make every 
shot count or you'll be catfood! 


The wonderful thing about Tiggers, is Tiggers 
are wonderful things. Didn’t stop the old 
colonials taking pot-shots at ’em though, did it? 


Stop taking the pith! Put your old topee on, 
practise your “airhairlair” greetings and take 
over Northern India in Champion of the Raj 


This handy little program reads text 
filles back to you, in almost perfect 


English (or any language, depending 
on the language of your text file). All 
you need to do is tell it the name of 
the file you want it to read and it 
goes about reciting those syllables 
in its merry way. It can handle ques- 
tions and exclamations by raising 
and lowering the pitch of its voice, 
in exactly the same way as a real 
person would. Who knows? It could 
be reading the news in a few years! 

This program was_ originally 
included on last month’s Cover 
Disk, but due to a few, er, unex- 
pected gremlins, that version may 
have been unusable on some 


machines. This version works on all 
STs, so (we hope!) the panic is over! 


STARTING OUT 
Double-click on the READER folder 
to open it. Then double-click on 
READER.PRG to load Reader. 

lf your ST displays bombs on 
screen when you do this, turn off, 
turn back on, then re-open the 
READER folder and double-click on 
AREADFIL.PRG before double-click- 
ing on READER.PRG 

To operate Reader follow the 
onscreen prompts contained in the 
File drop-down menu. 
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jo! 


"E" & "FM" 


Atari 520STE Computer Keyboard 
51 2K ee in Random Access. Memory 


: Built- -in TV Modulator 

- Superb 4096 Colour Graphics. 
8 Channel Digital Stereo Sound 
Four Joystick ports : 
Light Gun/Pen Facility 
MIDI inputs for music keyboards 

~ RAM Expansion capability — : 
Atari Mouse and Joystick 
.-. and all connecting cables to get you up an 
eh on your home TV set! _ 


Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade s 
Dragon’s Breath 

Blood Money -- OQuIrUn |. 
Impossible Mission I] _ - Super Cycle 
Human Killing Machine 2 : aa 


STOS Games locator 

Hyperpaint Il - uses” all 4096 colours! 

Music Maker II - uses the new stereo sound! 
First BASIC Programming Language 


Ring or write in for our latest Atari catalogue listing 
hundreds of products available for this versatile Home sel 
Computer. We stock COLOUR PRINTERS, STEREO COLOUR 
MONITORS, EXTERNAL DISK DRIVES, MEMORY : 
EXPANSIONS, HARD DISK DRIVES, Atari BOOKS,FRAME 
GRABBERS, DIGITISERS, SCANNERS, WORD 

PROCESSORS, DATABASES, SPREADSHEETS, 

ACCESSORIES and of course hundreds & hundreds of 


= = > <4 ee 
games and all at well below recommended retail prices! S D i G ICO MI 
Digicom offer you the very best in customer aes sales : 
support with 12 month warranty on all ‘Computer Hardware. | 4 H 
All units are full UK specification with 30 day replacement | 36-37 Whartside Watling Street 


guarantee on faulty items and FREE collection of the  — A 
defective units within this period. And should youever  —* Fenny Stratford Milton Keynes MK2 2AZ 


need any technical advice our experienced and helpful —. Telephone (0908) 378008 - Fax (0908) 379700 
staff are available on the telephone or in our showroom. — 

Remember - there are no hidden extras all prices are fully | Showroom Hours - Mon to Sat 
inclusive of VAT and next day courier delivery. 4 

Prices & Specifications are subject to change without notice E&OE. ee | 9,00am-5.30pm 


GFA 
QS BASIC 2 


BY: GFA DATA MEDIA 
SIDE: 2 


MACHINE: ALL STs 
FOLDER: BASICTUT.001 
FILES: BOX.BAS, CIRCLE.BAS, 
PLOT.BAS, SETCOLOR.BAS, 
TEXT.BAS, DEMO.BAS, 
GFAMAN.DOC, GFABASIC.PRG 


The most popular version of the 
most popular programming lan- 
guage is yours, free, with ST 
FORMAT. This version of GFA 
BASIC is a complete, no-nonsense 
BASIC interpreter, far better than 
the original ST BASIC. Included in 
the same folder are several files 
which demonstrate GFA BASIC2’s 
Capabilities and are part of the 
tutorial on page 59 this issue. 
These are the files ending in .BAS. 

If you already have some 


New Blk Sta 
cue he End 


Sauean Quit 
Mer Llist 


' MERGE the other parts of the demo into 
\ part of the tut 
' "Variables' techniques like &1 a 


Press any key to exit from the demo. 


Is 
Setcolor 6,8 
Betcolor 15,191 
Box 114,74, 204, 124 


Written he Janes Beswick. 


torial. Lines which start wit 
nd ¥2 which are used, are similar to 
algebra techniques (eg, A=2 and” BS 4 therefore AtB=C, etc.). 


Clear the Screen. 

Set background colour to black, 
Set text colour to white. 

Put box in place of the jogo. 


Start loop. 

A random number between 6-319 is stored in X. 
A random number between 8-199 is stored in Y. 
A random number between 6-4 is stored in C. 
The dot will be coloured by a colour 6-4. 

A dot is then placed at the random X/¥ values, 
Continue until a key is pressed. 


knowledge of BASIC, you may want 
to dive straight into GFA BASIC and 
start programming. To help you, 
we've included a full manual listing 
all of GFA BASIC’s commands, in 
the file GFAMAN.DOC. You can 
obtain a more comprehensive 
manual by contacting GFA Data 
Media directly on = 0734 794941 
If BASIC is new to you, why not 
go straight to page 59 and add a 
new string to your bow? Program- 
ming the ST can be as simple as 
typing a letter (almost!) and you'll 
find hours of entertainment ahead. 


STARTING OUT 
Double - click on the file GFABA- 
SIC.PRG to load and run the inter- 
preter. Once it’s loaded into 
memory, you may begin program- 
ming immediately. The most com- 
monly used commands are 
displayed at the top of the screen. 
These can be selected either with 
the mouse pointer or by hitting the 
relevant function key and should be 
used to load and run the demon- 
stration files included. 


eplace| Pg up 


[R 
Find ug: down} T 


this routine from each 
h ' are not processed, 


h 


& This version of GFA BASIC 2 has the most commonly used 
commands at the top of the screen, where they can be selected 
at the touch of a mouse button or the press of a function key 


ey GUARDIAN 


BY: PUBLIC DOMAIN 


SIDE: 2 

MACHINE: ALL STs 
FOLDER: GUARDIAN 
FILE: GUARDIAN.PRG 


Worried about viruses? No? Well, 
you should be! Unless you operate a 
perfect “clean environment” you are 
bound to be infected at some time. 
The trouble is, it can take weeks 
before you realise, and by then your 
entire disk collection could be dam- 
aged. To help out, here’s a program 
which examines every disk you put 
in the drive and tells you if it thinks 
it's dodgy. 


STARTING OUT 
Copy the file GUARDIAN.PRG to a 
blank disk as follows. First, use the 
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“Create Folder” option in the Desk- 
top’s File menu to make a folder 
called AUTO on your blank disk. 
Now copy GUARDIAN.PRG into that 
folder and reset your ST. 

If you use this disk to start 
your ST each time you switch off 
or reset, then Guardian automati- 
cally loads, runs and hides itself in 
your ST’s memory. If you later 
insert an infected disk, the screen 
flashes and a bell sounds, warning 
you that the disk may contain a 
virus. If so, you have the option to 
destroy it, but be careful. Don’t 
ever attempt to repair commercial, 
auto-booting disks (and __ this 
includes all games) in this way: 
they'll become unusable. 

Whatever virus-killer program 
you use, read the instructions care- 
fully before you begin — and if 
you're not quite sure what you're 
doing, make a point of asking a 
friend before you do anything. We 
can’t accept any responsibility if 
you ruin your disk collection. 


DISK info 


PROPORTIONAL 
MOUSE 
ACCELERATOR 


SR 


BY: RICHARD KENNEDY 
SIDE: | 

MACHINE: ALL STs 
FOLDER: ACCS 

FILES: PMA.ACC, PMA.DOC, 
PMA.RSC 


This smart little accessory applies 
a multiplier to the mouse move- 
ment depending on the speed you 
set it to. A fast move of the mouse 
moves the pointer a long way 
across the screen, thus minimising 
the amount of work 
that your poor tired 
little hands have to 
do. PMA comes with 
3 preset speeds and 
multipliers so you can 
configure it to suit 
your needs. Each mul- 
tiplier is used when 
the speed is less than 
or equal to the speed 
next to it. The table at 
the right shows how 
the mouse moves. 
After you've set 
up PMA to give you 
the best balance of 
speed and usability, 
you can save the set- 
tings to disk by 
choosing “Save.” A 
file called PMA.INF is 
then stored on the 
root directory of your 
disk, and in future 


———_ 


loads this is automatically read into 
PMA, ready for use. 


STARTING OUT 

To use PMA, you must copy the 
files PMA.ACC and PMA.RSC to a 
blank disk. Make sure that the files 
are saved to the root directory - 
that is, not in any folders. To use 
PMA, simply reset your ST with the 
PMA disk in the drive. Because it’s 
an accessory, you can’t run PMA 
from the Desktop. Instead, you 
should select the PMA accessory 
from the Desk menu at the top of 
the Desktop screen. For further 
information, read the PMA.DOC file 
which is stored in the same folder 
on the Cover Disk. 


MULTIPLIER 
SETTING 


MOVEMENT 
(in pixels) 


Proportional Mouse Accelerator 


@ The PMA control screen enables you to 
add a massive dose of acceleration to your 
tired little mouse - can you handle it? 


THE DISK NEEDS YOU! 


We need your software — games, utilities, demos — anything good, original and 
preferably short. If you’ve written anything worthy of the ST FORMAT Cover Disk 
(and remember, it's the ones we reject that makes ours the best), send it with this 

form and full documentation to: Neil Jackson, ST FORMAT Cover Disk Editor, 
30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW. Allow four weeks for a reply. 


Address 


Daytime ’phone 


Program title 
Size of files in K 


What’s so brilliant about it 


Don’t forget to: ll Include on-disk and paper documentation ll Write your name 
and address on the disk i Use a virus-free disk ll Keep a copy of your program, 
because contributions are non-returnable 

Please sign the following declaration: This program is submitted for 
publication in ST FORMAT. It is wholly my own work and | agree to indemnify 
Future Publishing against any legal action should copyright problems arise. 


Signed 


Note: we pay out up to £800 for contributions to our Cover Disk. But to earn that kind of dosh, 
of course, you’d have to write something pretty spectacular, original and complex. 
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DISK info 


6&>, DBASE 
Q7 ONE 


BY: PUBLIC DOMAIN 

SIDE: 2 

MACHINE: ALL STs 

FOLDER: INDEXES (containing 
DBASE folder) 


FILES: (in INDEXES folder) 
FORMATCD.LST, 
FORMATCD.ONE, 
GAMEBUSTLST, 
GAMEBUST.ONE, REVIEWS.LST, 
STFORMAT.ONE 

(in DBASE folder) MAKEONE.HLP, 
MAKEONE.PRG, USEONE.HLP, 
USEONE.PRG 


For your entertainment and plea- 
sure, ST FORMAT presents DBASE 
ONE, a fully fledged database man- 
ager/creator and (at last) full, com- 
prehensive indexes of everything 
ST FORMAT and its predecessor 
ST/AMIGA FORMAT have ever done. 

Using the DBASE system, you 
can print reports on the number of 
FORMAT Golds we've awarded in 
the past, find out which issue we 
reviewed Weird Dreams or check 


ACCESSORIES 


BY: PUBLIC DOMAIN 
SIDE: 2 
MACHINE: ALL STs 


FOLDER: MORE_ACCS 
FILES: FREE_RAM.ACC, 
INTRAM.ACC, INTRAM.RSC, 
JAMES.ACC, JAMES.DOC, 
SNAPSHOT.ACC, 
SUPERCAL:ACC 


Oodles more accessories geared to 
make your ST computing easier! 
FREE_RAM.ACC tells you how much 
spare memory you have left in your 
ST, while INTRAM is a fully opera- 
tional RAM disk which can save you 
hours of disk-swapping during copy 
operations. JAMES.ACC is a Desk- 
top butler, and he helps you to set 
up your ST in the way you find most 
useful. (There’s a document fie, 
JAMES.DOC, for you to read and 
find out more.) SUPERCAL.ACC is a 
medium/high resolution calendar, 
and SNAPSHOT enables you to 
freeze programs and take pictures 
of the screen display which can be 
saved to disk. 

All the accessories except 
JAMES have on-screen menus, just 
like the normal Desktop’s, which 
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what was on the Cover Disk in 
November 1989. It’s all here, in 
three neat little databases. 

If that wasn’t enough, there are 
three more files containing definitive 
listings of Cover Disks, reviews and 
gamebusters tips. You'll never need 
to rummage through your entire 
collection, just to find that elusive 
tip for Out Run, ever again! 

And there's still more! You can 
use the DBASE programs to create 
your own personal databases. Any- 
thing from your collection of NFL 
Pro-Football Bubblegum Cards to 
your Mum’s favourite Mrs. Beaton 
recipes (with accompanying swear- 
words) can be catalogued and 
sorted. Impress your friends with 
your amazing memory powers as 
you recite endless lists of incredi- 
ble, earth-shattering facts at the 
drop of an ST. Then compile lists of 
the different ways they tell you to 
bog off for being a swot. 


STARTING OUT 
The core of the DBASE system lies 
in two programs, MAKEONE.PRG 
and USEONE.PRG. Each program 
comes complete with on-line help, 
so using them is simple and 
straightforward. You use MAKE- 
ONE.PRG to create new databases 


for holding your own facts, 
figures and info, whereas 
USEONE.PRG enables you to 
examine the databases that 
come supplied in the main 
INDEXES folder. 

To check these data- 
bases, load USEONE.PRG by fet 
double-clicking on it. DBASE 
asks you to select a database 
to read. Select any file ending 
in .ONE - these are the 
databases. You need to click 
on the “directory close” icon 
once to get back to the main 


Elen 


@ DBASE can print reports directly to 
screen, printer or a disk file. This 
report is a part of the catalogue of 
the entire ST FORMAT Cover Disk 
collection included with the program 


index folder, where the data- 
bases are kept. STFORMAT.ONE 
contains all game reviews 
we've ever done, while GAME- 
BUST.ONE holds all the issue 
numbers for gamebusters 
tips. FORMATCD.ONE is a 
complete list of all Cover Disk 
programs since the year dot. 
The other files ending in .LST 
are document files, showing 
the entire contents of the 
databases in alphabetical 
order, and you can read these 
by simply double-clicking on 
file names from the Desktop. 
To get help with any function of 
DBASE, simply move the pointer to 
the menu bar at the top of the 


the 


@ The DBASE record screen can be 
advanced by hand, to cycle through 
the entire database, or your ST can 
search out specific data for you 


Mitlelininate 
Disktt, June 1998 
Side; | 


TypelDSlide and 4 cybersculpt pictures 


‘ 


screen when the program has 
loaded. The last entry in each menu 
calls up a separate help window, 
where you can find out all you need 
to know about DBASE. i] 


give you instructions on their opera- 
tion. JAMES has full instructions in 
its own DOC file: double-click on this 
and select SHOW to read all you 
need to know. 


STARTING OUT 
Accessories must be copied to a 
blank disk, and saved to the root 
directory — that is, 
not inside any 
folders. To load 
them into the ST, 
just press the 
reset button while 
the accessory 
disk is in the drive. 
Your ST searches 
for any acces- 
sories and loads 
up the first six that 
it finds. To activate 
them, move the 
pointer to the 
Desk menu at the 
to left hand corner 
of the Desktop (or 
subsequent GEM 
program). Just 
choose the acces- 
sory you want to 
use with the 
mouse pointer. 

Remember 
that you can't 
double-click on an 
accessory like you 


The Main Section! 


858 KByte free 


(YZ) chick 
WZ Bell # 


(7 other KBD 
Repeat 
at -Speed! 


at-De la 


@ James the Desktop butler has all the goodies 
you need to set up your ST the way you like it. 
He does everything except bring you a sherry... 


i INTRAM, the RAM disk, can be configured to 
any size and allotted to any spare drive letter. 
Save yourself hours of disk-swapping with this! 


can on a normal program, and the 
ST can hold only six accessories in 
memory at once. The usual method 
of de-activating accessories is to 
change the .ACC suffix to .ACX or 
similar, so choose the ones you like 
best and change the names of the 
others using the Desktop’s “Show 
Info” menu option. 


90/12/05 19139 
1 dark: 68 nin,| 
CO 50/60 wz 

(YZ) VBL Simul, (Z] Vector Ctrl 
(Fast Mouse [7] blitter 


—— 
De‘ ] 


(YZ) Extkey 
(CO Snapshot 


In virtually every folder on the Cover 
Disk there’s a file with the extension 
DOC. This is a help file containing 
instructions on using the program in 
that folder. Be sure to read all help files 
and README files before running any 
program. 

To read a help file (or .DOC file), 
simply double-click on it. Click on 
CANCEL if you don’t wish to read the 
file; click on PRINT to send the docu- 
ment to a printer; click on SCREEN to 
send the text to your monitor. 

After each screenful of text the dis- 
play halts. To scroll up one line at a time, 
press [Return]; to scroll up a complete 
page, press the spacebar; to return to 
the Desktop, press Q or [Control]-C. 

Future Publishing cannot be held 
responsible for improper use of any pro- 
grams on the Cover Disk or for any dam- 
age resulting, so if you wreck your 
entire disk collection because you fall to 
tead a help file, it’s your problem, tough 
luck, them’s the breaks, etc. Follow the 
instructions and you'll be OK. 


BACK IT UP! 


Because the oooh-it’s-tight-in-here ST 
FORMAT Cover Disk is non-standard 
and squeezes in a whacking great 700K 
of data per side, the back-up procedure 
is not standard. You must not try to use 


READING DOCUMENTATION FILES 


the standard Atari disk copy function 
(dragging floppy A onto floppy B) — it 
won't work. Turn to page 51 now for a 
step-by-step guide to the procedure to 
follow. Do it any other way and you 
could mangle your Cover Disk. And 
then where would you be? 
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Tis 


You can keep it informed with the very latest world news, share prices, weather, sports 
results and much more from Ceefax or Oracle. But unlike a Teletext TV all this free 
information isn't trapped behind glass. Now you can.... 


Save or Print. Pages may be saved to disc or printed out. 


Programmable. The system can be programmed to get a series of pages and print or save 
them for your own programs to access. It could print out the days TV times! 


Multiple display. Works with any kind of monitor and can display and update two pages 
simultaneously! Page selection from the keyboard or just by clicking with the mouse. 


FastText. FastText reduces the waiting time for pages and the Review facility provides 
instant access to the last 16 pages received. 


Digital Tuning. Tunes itself in automatically! While the prime purpose is for Teletext, if you 
have a omeas3 monitor you can use it as a colour TV. 


Only a Microtext adaptor is as easy to use and can prowige all these facilities and more! 
Everything is supplied, all you need is any type of ST and a normal TV aerial. 


At just £129.50 + VAT (=£148.93) for an advanced Teletext TV its excellent value for money. 
International VHF/UHF version for use outside of the UK £169.50. 


Make sure you're always up to date and get yours from Microtext. 


XMAS SPECIAL OFFER! 


Microtext Adaptor + Market Breaker stock market 
is) analysis software for just £190.00 inc. 
um (normal price of combined items £218.88) 
raza MICROTEXT ‘%] 


Dept SF, 7 Birdlip Close, Horndean, Hants. PO8 9PW 
Telephone: 0705 595694 Fax: 0705 593988 


AMIGA ATARI & PC SOFTWARE 


The Tipyter 


This HORSE RACING software was used to select the 100/1 NORTONS 

COIN outsider in this years GOLD CUP. Data for this program requires 

the RACING POST. An INTERNATIONAL version is available for AMIGA 
& ATARI computers using the DAILY MIRROR for data on UK races. 


£34.95 = 


The Dunt¢@ 


Let your computer WIN THE POOLS for you with our latest software. We 
have used the same sums that the TIPSTER proves can beat the odds to give 
you a better chance with on any pools coupon. The AUSTRALIAN version is 

included on the disk which also contains the LATEST ENGLISH leagues. 


| 


This GREYHOUND RACING program is available on the AMIGA and 
ATARI ST. Using data from either the DAILY MIRROR or RACING POST, 
you can rate races over HURDLES and the FLAT. Very easy to use, this 
program will rate 5 races in under 1/2 an hour. 


*K SPECIAL OFFER *** 
Purchase any two products for £60.00 


TAM Marketing 

7 GD UNITS, Marsh Barton PLEASE QUOTE 
Trading Estate, Exeter, Devon 

SALES: 0392 427186 AMIGA FORMAT 
ENQUIRIES: 0392 215485 


GFA BASIC 3.5 INTERPRETER (ST) 


|_ GFA DRAFT PLUS3.13___ 


| _DIGIGRAM TRACK 24 v1 


__5O0 BLANK DISKS _ 


Data Media UK 


START PROGRAMMING 
WITH GFA BASIC 2.0 
INTERPRETER AND 

COMPILER. £19.95 


GFA DATA MEDIA (UK) LTD 
BOX 121 WOKINGHAM 
BERKSHIRE RG11 1FA 


Tel: 0734 794941 


GFA BASIC 35 COMPILER (ST) 


___ GFA BASIC SW DEVELOPMENT BOOK+DISK____ 199 


GFA BASIC 2.0 ADVANCED PROG. BOOK +DISK_ | 1 
GFA ASSEMBLER 15 
GFA RAYTRACE 2.1 


GFA GEM UTILITY PACKAGE 
GFA G SHELL 


| __GFA BASIC 2.0 INTERPRETER+COMPILER 19.95 
_GFA BASIC 2.0 TO 35 UPGRADE 


GFA BASIC & ASSEMBLER USER BOOK + DISK | 


DIGIGRAM STUDIO 24 v3 
DIGIGRAM BIGBAND v2 
DIGIGRAM BIGBAND PLUS v2 Se 2 59.00 
DIGIGRAM PROSCORE v1.1 | 199.00 | 


ees sd 
_|_ 30.00; 


| 


_All prices include VAT and postage within UK —_ 
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Cheques and PO payable: GFA DATA MEDIA (UK) LTD __ 


| wish to pay for the items indicated by Visa/ 
Mastercard; please charge pea ((6) 


| 

| 
eee my account. My card number is: 
Daa Eladslcebel bala ease 
| Eee ! | oleae 


( : - s 

| MasterCard Expiry Date 
| C) 

\ - —— ? 


Name (on card) __ 


ED 
| 


& 
a 
— 
oO 
n 
n” 


___Postcode _ 
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SOFTViLLE 
COMPUTER SUPPLIES 
Unit 5, Stratfield Park, 
Elettra Avenue, Waterlooville, 
Hants. PO7 7XN 
Tel: 0705 266509 Fax: 0705 251884 


Prices (each disk) 
1to 5 asks- £3 6 to 9 disks -£275 
10 or more - £2.50 
Buy ten choose another FREE 
Choose any 5 aksks, get 5 blanks, la bets 
and a bbrary case for only £16.50 
ask Jor Starter Pack 


These are brief descriptions, the disks may 
contain much more. We are constantly updating 
our disks and ship the lalest versions we have. 


DATABASE PROGRAMS 
ACC26 - DBMAN. easy to use 

ACCS3 - FIRSTBase, memory resident 
ACC72 - DATA Handler, GEM based 
ACC74 - FREEBASE, menu driven 
ACC75 - WGDATA complete sysiem 
ACC88 - Database Construction, not v1.09 
ACC89 - ZAPCard, card index style 
ACCS92 - SONGFILE, record collections 


WORD PROCESSORS 
WP?2 - STWriter Blite v3.8, the best 
WP66 - MAGNWRITER &xhight letlers 
ACC21 - WORD400, accessory wp. 
WP23 - EDIMAX, the text editor 


SPREADSHEETS 

ACC23 - VCSPREAD, non GEM but useable 
ACC31 - STSHEET, fuly WKS compatible D/S 
ACC76 - OPUS200, the best — meg 


FONTS 

WP28 - PubPart fonts— Hudson Columbia, Devok 
Thames, Spokane, Satum etc. 

WP29 — Pub’Part fonts Avgard, Caligrily, Counter, 
Elegance, West side etc. 

WP63 - CALAMUS fonts: Over 40 on this disk 
some complete others upper case only. 


CLIP ART 

all are mono, each disk contains a Converter program 
W you require them in JMG format you need our disk 
ACC84 for a good converter. 

WP8 - Animals, Militaria, Flags etc. 

WP24 - Trademarks from 8920's 

WP26 - 17 Screens of Mac clipart 

WP31 - Whimsical animals 

WP322 - Office Humour 

WP327 - 22 screens of FOODS 

WP41 - 45 screens of Christmas designs 

WP59 - Garfield, 20 screens 

We have over 30 disks full of clip art, see our 
Catalogue for pictures/descrplions. 


UTILITIES 

ACC24 - MONO EMULATOR (not for art pros) 
ACCS57 - TURTLE hard disk backup (imeg) 
ACC63 - UNTURTLE for use with above 
ACC64 - Star colour set-up etc. 

ACCES - Mouse pointer editor 

A@C70 — STICKERS, disk labeler — high-res 
ACC79 - QUICKDISK collection 

ACC80 - picture converters 

ACC82 — SUPERBOOT v6, all in one setuprg 
ACC85 - 2 D/S disks of desk access's - £6 
ACC86 - ZX81 emulator 

ACC87 - GEMN replacement deskiop 
ACC96 - FCOPYS3 - Good copy program 
ACC98 - Hack '‘n COPY copy prg 

ACC99 - VAULT hard disk backup prg ( 520) 
ACC100 - LHARC, UNLZH ARC6.02 elc. 
ACC101 - BUSINESS/Personal address book 


ART and DRAWING 
ART1 — NEOCHROME, onginal and best 
ART4 - MASTER PANTER excelent 
ART7 - MANDELBROT/MEGABLUT 
ART8 - LANDSCAPE generator 
ARTO - PALLET TE MASTER 

ART® - STUDIO/VAN-GOUGH 
ART 5 - FRACTAL-ZOOM 

ART24 — PUBLIC PAINTER - High res 
ART25 — AN-ST. animation package 
ART27 — E-PANTER for chidren 
ART28 - COLOUR BOOK for chidren 


COMMUNICATIONS 
COMS3 - UNTERM, standard package 
COMS'6 — VANTERNM Iats gaining poputanty 
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PUBLIC DOMAIN & 
SHAREWARE 


for the ATARI ST range (Amiga, PC also available) 


1 Huge selection, over 2000 disks 

2 Over Four Years Experience 

3.Same day service (Mail & phone/lax before 12am) 
4 Pay by Access, Visa, Cheque, PO or Cash 

5 Order by Phone, Mail or Fax 

6. Official/Government orders accepted 

7 90 page catalogue FREE 

8 Prolessional Service, ring for advice! 


WIZARD PD. 


178, Waverley Rd, Reading, Berks, RG3 2PZ 


** HIGH QUALITY 
* FAST SERVICE 
* VIRUS FREE 


** LOW PRICES 
* FULL RANGE 
* HELPLINE 


Many unique programmes written by and for us 
FULL DISKS Our s/sided disks average 325K 
ALL DISKS Are verify copied & immunised!! 
TOS 1.09 No problem all compatible! 
STE Incompatible discs all listed! 


BEGINNERS 
WELCOME! 


Send 37p S.AE for our FREE catalogue, state ST rwewe es 


COMST/ - ZFlash for use with Flash/Shadow 
COMS21 - FLYNGSTART for prestel 


GAMES - STRATEGY 
GAMES58 - HACK D&D game (imeg) 
GAME6 - Colossal Cave, original 

GAME68 - STARTREK (imegnot STE) 
GAME70 - SPECTRAL SORCERY. good! 
GAME83 - Snatch & Crunch - adult 
GAMEB4 - ELVEN CRYSTALS 

GAME85 ~ TARK. text adventure 
GAME103 - TETRISIDE, TILES, VSQ (good) 
GAME104 - RISKY version of RISK (hi-res) 


EXAMPLE DOUBLE SIDED DISK DARC 08 


FIRESTORM - rescuing humans while dodging the meteors. LOST 
TREASURE - a good platform and ladders game. Includes screen designer. 
WIDOW MAKER - Hill climb simulator. SLALOM - skiing game. BREAKOUT - 
a simple breakout game. HOME and L'ORB - 2 pinball games. GALACTIC 
RANGER - blast the tanks and helicopters. CANYON BOMBER. 

ALL THIS FOR ONLY £2.50 


NEW FREE DISK BASED CATALOGUE UPDATED MONTHLY 
NOW AVAILABLE. 


CARD/BOARD GAMES 
GAME2 - CHESS, MONOPOLY (USA) 
GAMES - CHECKERS, EBW 


THIS EXAMPLE DISK REPRESENTS JUST ONE OF 600 DISKS IN 
OUR CATALOGUE AND OUR CATALOGUES ARE PRICED AT £2.50 
EACH AS ALL OUR DOUBLE SIDED P.D. COMPILATION DISKS. 
LOOK THROUGH THE OTHER ADVERTS AND YOU WILL SEE THAT 
WE OFFER EXCEPTIONAL VALUE FOR MONEY WITH REDUCTIONS 
FOR CLUB MEMBERS AND ORDERS OF 10 DISKS OR MORE. 


GAME®B -LASERCHESS, different 
GAME88 — RACEPLUS, pseudo monopoly 
GAME89 - ADDICTION Patience {not STE) 


QUIZ/EDUCATIONAL/KIDS 
GAMEtI - KDgraph, Note, Grid - selection of the now 
famous brumeve games for kids. 

GAME - Tunnel Vision, great maze game 
GAME56 - 3disk set - HSTORY FLE (£8) 
GAME61 - KDpolalo and others for Kids 
GAME62 — NUMBERMAZE, Number—go-1nd 
GAME91 - WORLD, test knowledge (hi-res, 
GAMES -— Computer jargon quiz game 
GAME95 - WOLF & 7KDS, kids adventure 
GAME105 - NOAHS ARC, speling game 


ARCADE GAMES 

GAME43 — DURCHER arkanoid clone 
GAME45 - FLOYD the DROID, shoot'em up 
GAME67 - HEADS 'N HAMMERS (not STE) 
GAME73 — SOLO Goldrunner type game 
GAMES94 — SUPER Breakout, high res only. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

MiSC1 - SKY MAP (hi-tes} 

MsSC2 - ORBIT, satelite tracker (hi-res) 

MiSC4 — VIRUS KILLER DISK - £150 

MiSC21 —- PLANETARIUM, greal progam 
MiSC26 - CONSTELATIONS (D/S) 

MISCB - INVENTORY-PRO stock control 
MiSC22 — Double SENTRY, accounts package 
MiSC23 - POOLS PREDICTOR clever prgram 
MiSC27 — FILM FIND Enqury (D/S) 

MiSC35 - PATTERN CARD prg (knitting) 
MSC36 - BSTAT siatistical prg (meg hies} 
MSC37 - BILOG cycing diary (D/S tmeg) 
MiSC40 - Complete solution Bards Tale 1 


MUSIC & MIDI 

MUS5 - Waddington sequencer, 32 track 

MUS32 - COMPOSER mono & tmeg needed 
MUS36 - 16 voice sequencer, colour 

MUS47 - SCONVERT converts sound samples 
MUS50 - ALCHIMIE Jc 200+ tracks 

MUS51 - STSOUND TRACKER (not Cbears (D/S Col) 
MUSS53 - SoundTracker module player (D/S tmeg Col) 
MUS54 — Modules for above (D/S colour) 


3 Disk Starter Pack £5.00 
Budgie Disk - 86 disks to choose from... 
Club Packs - 5 single or DS/Disks of your choice only £9. 


FOR FREE CATALOGUE SEND SAE OR RING 0734 574685 


FOR FREE DISK BASED CATALOGUE SEND BLANK DISK AND SAE 


HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM BCS 


50 3 1/2 DS/DD......£19 
100 3 1/2 DS/DD...£34 
150 3 1/2 DS/DD....£48 
200 3 1/2 DS/DD...£62 
400 3 1/2 DS/DD.£121 


DISKS & BOXES 
50 disks + 80 box.. £ 


* Prices incl. 
VAT & P&P * 


SONY BULK 
5 1/4 DS/DD 20p 40p 
5 1/4 DS/HD 38p 


31/2 DS/HD 
63p 


31/2 POSSO 
150 CAP. 
£15 


STAR LC-200 
SONY BRANDED PRINTER 


74p 


DEMONSTRATIONS 
We have hundreds of product and graphic demonstrations| 


below is just a smal selection {all are colour only) All prices include VAT. Add £350 p&p for guaranteed 3 day delivery UK mainland. Add £8 next day. 


ATARIS & ACCESSORIES 


£115.00 | Turbo Pack 

£259.00 | Portfolic 

£420.00 | Dust Cove: 
Mouse Mat... 
Mouse Hous 
Mouse Bracket 
Printer Stand 
Monitor Stand. 
Joystick Ext. Lead... 
4 Play Games Adaptor 
Port Ext. Lead.. 
Printer Lead 

CALL OR SEND CHEQUES TO B.C'S LTD 


349 DITCHLING ROAD, BRIGHTON BNI 6]J 
Tel: 0273 506269/0831 279084. 7 days. 24 hours. 


DEMt6 —- The UNON DEMQ now famous! 
DEMtH — The JUNK demo, Care Bears 

DEM164 — WHATAHECK DEMO, Bears (not STE) 
DEM206 - SOWATT DEMO Care Bears again 
DEM223 - SWEDISH NEW YEAR demo2{D/S 
DEM228 - ST CONNECTIONS demo (D/S} 
DENM235 - Care Bears SOUNDTRACKER (D/S meg) 
Below are for the new STE machines only 
DEN207 - Official ST 'E demo 

DEM214 —- FANTASIA very good 

DEM25 - 30 SCROLLER DEMO 

DEM2'6 —- THE MOVEST DEMO 


£350.00 
£210.00 


C 

Jetfighter. 

Konix Speedking 
Exterminator 


We have HUNDREDS of disks ful of Pictures, STOS, Basi 
Ham Radio, Languages el. in fact everything you need 


J 
2 


~ 
irst, take this copy of & 
q= ST FORMAT firmly in 2 
one hand and tear off -$< 
the small plastic package that’s 2 
taped to the front. (If there isn’t 9% 


one there, see your newsagent for 

a replacement immediately.) Turn off 
your ST at the power switch and 
while it’s off, have a look around for 
a couple of blank or unused disks 
that can be used to store all the 
Cover Disk files. Leaving the ST off 
while you're doing this kills any 
viruses that may be lurking inside — 
you don’t want to infect your new 
Cover Disk. 

@ Incidentally, if you don’t know what 
a virus is, or you're unsure of any of 
the techie-phrases in this guide, just 
turn to the special Jargon-busters 
section starting on page 65 for a 
complete list of ST terminology. 


(THE SAFE WAY TO) 
WAKE UP YOUR ST 


Right, so you have a couple or three 
blank disks, and the ST has been 
cooling off nicely. The first job that 
needs doing is the preparation of the 
blank disks. You need the ST for 
this, but you need to be sure it’s still 
virus-free. The best way to do this is 
to use the Cover Disk as a boot disk. 
Check that the write-protect notch in 
the corner of the Cover Disk is open, 
so that you can see through it. This 
prevents anything being written to it 
until you close the notch. Pop the 


ce TeqUireg 


AIS, 


oy 
© jarg rgon-bY? 


back-to-basics guide to getting the most from 
your Cover Disk. Neil Jackson explains how 


Cover Disk into the ST’s drive slot 
and turn on the power switch. 

After a couple of seconds the 
ST’s-:Desktop appears in all its lurid 


} start your 
Cover Disk 


Especially for newcomers, FORMAT presents a 


green wonderfulness. Now eject the 
Cover Disk and put it to one side — 
you'll need it later. Then format your 
blank disks by following the pro- 


DISK info 


cedure below. When you've done 
that, you can copy the files from the 
Cover Disk using the procedure 
explained overleaf. stf 


SINGLE? DOUBLE? WHOSE SIDES ARE YOU ON? 


With all this talk of single and double-sided disk drives, 
you may be wondering which type your ST has. Most 
STs have double-sided drives. All STEs, 1040s and 
MEGA STs have double-sided drives. It’s only the very 
earliest 520STs which had “singles” fitted. Almost all 
520STs sold for the last two years are “doubles.” If 
yours might be a side short of the full load and you 
haven’t had it long enough to be sure, there’s ‘a dead 
easy way to find out. Just follow these simple steps: 

1. Turn off the ST for 30 seconds. 

2. Insert the Cover Disk. 

3. Switch on, and wait for the Desktop to appear. 

4. Double-click on the Disk A icon to see the folders 


(RAJ, READER, ACCS and SIDE_2). 

5. Double-click again, on the folder SIDE_2. 

6. If another group of folders is displayed (BASICTI£ 
MOREACCS, INDEX and GUARDIAN) then breathe a 

of relief. You have a double sided drive. pit 
7. If instead you get the message “Data on drive A may 
be damaged,” you aren’t so lucky. You can only access 
the folders on the first side, because you have a single- 
sided drive. You are able to copy only RAJ, READER and 
ACCS to a single-sided blank disk. Don’t fret, though, 
you can still get copies of the side 2 programs if you 
check out the offer on this page. For now, just click on 
CANCEL and continue with the files you have. 


THE FORMAT GUIDE TO dissolinsidbl ce DISKS - = THE 2 oda WAY 


Desk File View Options 


FLOPPY DISK | 


LOPPY DISK 


Formatting will ERASE all 
the information on the disk 


only if d 
losing this information. 


1. Make sure that all the blank disks 
you want to format are write-enabled 
(with the little tabs closed) or you 
won't get much data on them! Put one 
into the drive and move the mouse 
pointer over to the Floppy Disk A icon. 
Click once on the icon with the left 
mouse button and it turns black 


2. Now, using the mouse to move the 
pointer on the screen, move the arrow 
up to the menu bar at the top of the 
Desktop, over the word “File.” The 
drop-down menu drops down, and at 
the end of the list of options is the 
word “Format.” Move the arrow over 
the word and it turns black too 


FORMAT 


DRIVE ID: 
DISK LABEL: 
FORMAT: 


Double Sided 


4. Another dialogue box appears. If 
you have a double-sided drive, click on 
“Double-sided” (see the box on this 


- drive you've got). If you have a single- 
sided drive, you don’t need to change 
the setting. Now go up to the box 
which says “Format” and click on it. 
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FORMAT 


WORKING ... 


5. When you do this, your ST’s drive 


starts to whirr and the orange light 
nearest to the drive comes on. While 


_ the formatting operation is progress- 
ing, the pointer changes to a bee and 


the screen displays this message. 
When it’s finished, the screen changes 
to show the “Format Complete” box 


3. Click the left mouse button and a 
dialogue box appears, warning you © 
that all the data will be lost from the 
disk in the drive if you continue with 
the formatting operation. Don’t worry, 
because that’s exactly what you want 
to do. Move the pointer onto the OK 
box and click on it to continue 


This disk has 726616 bytes 


0 available to user. 


6. The “Format Complete” box tells _ 
you how much free space there is on 
your now-formatted blank disk. A 
double-sided disk has 726,016 bytes | 
free, while a single-sided one has only 
375,376 bytes available. Click on OK 
and repeat the formatting operation 
for each of your blank disks 
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DISK info 


READER 


press the reset 
machine. After a c 


This re-selects A as the active window 
again. Now point at the first folder (RAJ) 
and click on it. Then hold down the shift 
key, aim at the next folder (ACCS) and 
click on that too. Still holding the shift 
key down, point at the next folder — 
(READER) and click once more. Now let 
go of the [Shift] key and check that you 
now have three black folders in window 


one, but with nothing in it (see Fig 5). 
We'll call this window B, Now we have a 
place to put the Cover Disk File : 


2 SHIFT THOSE FILES 


The next step is to select the files you 
need to copy over first. Aim the pointer 
at window A, anywhere, and click once. 


ACN itt rn ft 
@ bytes used in 4 items. § bytes used in 4 items. 


a | “ae 


READER 


COPY FOLDERS / ITEMS 


Folders to Copy: -_.3 
Items to Epa ai tf 


Please jugers: disk A |F 


into drive Ai 
ae 


Cx 


A. Assuming you have, point at any of © 
the three and hold down the left mouse 
button, A ghost-image of the three icon 
appears, and you can move it around 
with the mouse (see Fig 6). Move the 
‘pointer part of the image into window. BB 
and let go. 

Your ST responds by seine you to 
put in Disk A (that’s the Cover Disk), to 


Al@ bytes used in 4 items. 


FLOPPY Orsk] 


FLOP! 


& 


sk does not have 
enough pttele) for this 
operation 


enero te 


BIN 
O bytes used in 31 


point your ST tells you that your disk i 


full (see Fig 12) and stops | 


folders. Then drag them over to window 
B (see Fig 11) and ieee ne button 


SINGLE SIDED? 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO DO WITHOUT! 


You single-sided drive owners don’t have to miss out: to get hold of the B- 
side of this issue’s Cover Disk, all you have to do is send your name and 
address with a cheque or postal order for £1.75 to: February B-Side Disk, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath Avon BA1 2BW. 

Please be patient, though: we usually do B-sides in batches once a month, 
and if yours arrives just after we finish one... sorry, it'll just have to wait. 


IS YOUR DISK A DUFF? 


In any disk duplication as earth-shatteringly humungous as ST FORMAT’s, it’s 
possible that a tiny proportion of disks might be faulty. If you're unlucky, sorry. 

You're guaranteed a replacement if you send your disk, not forgetting to 
enclose an SAE, to ST FORMAT February disk returns, Discopy Labs Unit A, West 
March, London Rd, Daventry, Northants NN11 4SA. 

Do not send it to any other address. Only Discopy Labs can replace your duff 
disk. We have no spares ourselves and are too busy putting together the biggest 
and best selling ST mag in the known universe to be able to help. Sorry. 


which files didn’t make it across and _ 
make a note of which they are. It's likely 
ut check 


Do what my son, knock it on the head etc, it's the... 


COVER DISK HOTLINE 


0225 442244 


WEDNESDAYS (2pm to 6pm) 


Flummoxed by files? Dumbfounded by disks? Perplexed by Cover Disk pro- 
grams? If you have a problem with the disk - and you're sure there is no 
corrupted data — phone 0225 442244 between 2pm and 6pm on Wednesdays 
with your query. Ask nicely for ST FORMAT’s Cover Disk Hotline and in short 
order you'll be through to our Disk Editor or one of his handy helpers. 

Before you call have ready the info we need to help you: the model of your 
machine; the version of GEM/TOS you're using; and details of anything 
you’ve got attached to (or plugged inside) the computer. Have the disk handy 
and your ST up and running, and a pen and paper handy to take any notes. 


52 ST FORMAT 


issue 19-FEBRUARY-91 


Distinctly Digita 


Digita produces a range of powerful, low cost software for the home 
and business user. 


The fastest and most powerful spreadsheet available in this lf you ever need to send out mailings or print labels, you The program will take information prepared by Cashbook 
price bracket, with 512 rows by 52 columns, giving you up to know how fiddly and time-consuming it can be making sure Controller and produce a complete set of accounts including: 
26624 cells. As with all Digita products, the operation of the all the labels are printed correctly. Well now all that's a thing ‘ Trial Balance * Trading and Profit and Loss Account 
program is clearly thought out. Being either menu, mouse or of the past. Because Mailshot actually shows you the labels * Balance Sheet * Notes to the Accounts 
command driven you'll be able to start using it within minutes + on screen, you can type names and addresses in exactly the * Full Accounting ratios. 
- even if you've never used a spreadsheet before. Some of correct place, But more than that, the labels are animated on All reports may be produced at any time, with 
the features which make it such good value are the exporting screen as a continuous sheet, allowing you to scroll comparative/budget figures if required, The facility to 
of ASCII files for integration with other programs, adjustable backwards and forwards, to search for particular keywords or — produce these documents quickly, accurately, and regularly 
column width and text overflow, programmable function keys _ to edit entries with the minimum of fuss. Facilities include is of enormous help in running any business, large or small, 
(macros), and a unique windowing facility, so that you can searching, detection of duplicate labels, sorting (even Since one shows the true profitability achieved, and the other 
look at different parts of a sheet at the same time. surname!) 9 labels across, 999 copies of any label. This has the exact strength of the business in terms of assets and 

£39.95 to be the simplest and most effective method of creating a liabilities. 

mailshot available. £29.95 


£24.95 


CLASSIC INVADERS 
MAILSHOT PLUS 


oe, + Zi. 
Tong live the typewriter 


Do you ever have to print names and addresses at awkward Escape from executive stress with the classic space invader 
places on envelopes, or do you ever need to fill in tricky game. 


forms or invoices where the text has to be in exactly the right lala version a Mailshot for the business user with the £14.95 
lace? Usually you have to do it by hand, or get your trus! SONG eae CINE) i 

oid tyoeurtar sit of the Syateerdend dust Pott Well at ‘Integration with other software (using ASCII files) 

anymore. The Emulated TYPEwriter transforms your column/tabulated summary (ideal for telephone lists, etc) 

computer and printer into a fully fledged typewriter, “4 extra memo lines per label (with defaults) * system for 

supporting bold, underline, italic and other type-styles, coding, dating and adding messages to each label 

Because it can display and print text INSTANTLY youcanline __ differentlayouts available for horizontal and vertical 

up your form, press Return and Space afew times tomove to _ Justification. £49.95 


the correct place, and then start typing. Alternatively you can 
switch to line-by-line mode, which offers word-wrap, 
justification and proportional spacing, so that you can edit 


each line before it's printed. £39.95 CASHBOOK COMBO 


Money saving combination pack featuring both Cashbook 


PERSONAL TAX PLANNER Controller and Final Accounts — Save £10.00 ; £69.96 


Are you absolutely sure your taxman is doing his job 
correctly? Plan your own tax with ease, this menu-driven 
program will calculate your income tax liability (4 tax years 
included) and provide pertinent facts about your tax position. 
You can perform ‘what-if?’ calculation to discover ways to 
minimise your tax liability. In fact, the program will advise 
you on things such as, if you are a married man, whether it 
would be advantageous to have your wife's income taxed 
separately or not. At this price who knows, you will probably 
find that PTP will pay for itself in tax savings the first time you 
use it! 

** STOP PRESS ** 

July '89—PTP user receives tax refund of over £2,000! 


£39.95 


DAY-BY-DAY ° 


An excellent way to get organised. With it you'll be reminded 
of birthdays and other anniversaries, meetings and 
appointments, phone calls to make and so on. As with all 
Digita products, inputting information is simplicity itself and, 
once entered, you can search for keywords or for particular 
events such as birthdays to see when one is coming up. 
Includes month/week/day planner, automatic reminders for 
overdue appointments, month and week summary ata 
glance. For less than £30 this is the ideal way to make sure 
you never miss that important occasion again! 

£29.95 


Available 
Digita 


ITA 


TERNATIONAL 


DESK ACCESSORIES software 


matching 
accessories 


a6 
A 


xe 
users" 


Whether yow’re a beginner or an expert, Peter Crush tells you all 
you need to know about the best Desk Accessories in the business 


PUTTING THE BOOT IN 

Why do you need a “Boot” or “Start-up” disk? Well, if you use your ST for 
playing games you don’t — but when you run more serious applications 
such as word processors or databases, a “Boot disk” enables you to 
initialise or set up your ST in just the way you want it before you run the 
main program. For example, you can set the date and time so that any 
filles you create are automatically date stamped, or load in_ utility 
programs to assist you in a particular way. This “flexible friend” approach 
means you can get exactly what you require out of your system every 
time you boot up. What's more, creating your own personal Boot disk is 
easy — just see the box on page 55. 


CALLING IN THE DA 


There are lots of utility programs called Desk Accessories (DAs). Put 
these on your Boot disk, switch on with this disk in the drive and your ST 
loads the DAs into memory. Here they sit waiting to be called up — hence 
they're said to be memory resident. Then even though you're in the 
middle of doing something in your main program, you can pause, select 
your DA and carry out something completely different, then quit the DA 
and return to where you were before in your main program — sounds like 
time travel! Up to six DAs can be in memory at once, and this is where 
the fun starts — finding the best ones for your particular use. Out of the 
hundreds available, a few are commercial programs, like Harlekin and 
Universal Item Selector, but most of them are Public Domain — available 
for next to nothing from your friendly neighbourhood PD library. Let's look 
at a few of the best. 

@ Virtually all of these programs should be stocked by any half- 
decent Public Domain library. See this month’s regular roundup 
and directory of libraries beginning on page 125. And we’ve put 
five of the little darlings on this month’s Cover Disk too: turn to 
the Cover Disk pages, starting on page 45, for more information 
and a detailed explanation of how to make best use of them. 


MORE THAN SIX OF THE BEST 


There are so many good DAs around that you may want to use more 
than half a dozen, but the ST’s operating system can handle only six 
resident at one time. Here are some ways around this little problem. 

1. You could have more than one Boot disk, with different sets of DAs 
on each disk, but this is a bit messy. : 

2. Try using the DA DC Stuffer, which enables you to have up to 32 
DAs in memory at once. This is available from all the PD services and 
it works, but only if you have enough memory — at least a Mega ST. 

3. Use a DA loading program which enables you to select the ones 
you want at boot-up time. An excellent choice is Selector, yours free 
on last issue’s Cover Disk. (Miss that? See page 148 for info on order- 
ing back issues.) Just put all your favourite DAs on the one disk and 
the loading program enables you to pick the six you want to suit what 
you're doing. If you're using the art program Degas, for instance, you 
might not need the mouse accelerator DA but might like the DA which 
loads in images in Tiny format. And when you switch to word process- 
ing, the DAs for disk formatting and word counting are more useful. 
Unfortunately, some DAs clash with each other and are not compatible 
— for example, you can’t use Speedmouse and Rat-Trap together — 
and some early DAs can’t run on the latest versions of TOS. 
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The Main Section: 

98/11/28 py 28:38 
[_] Dark: 3_ min.| 
[_] Invers 

[¥] Vector Ctrl 
L] flitter 


737 KByte free 
[-] click 

[¥] Bell a 

[_] other KBD 
[¥] Repeat 


Repest-Speed? 


are re PRN & AUX 


Extkey 


Snapshot 


VBL Simul. 


Fast Mouse 


@ Butler James is from Luxembourg but looks very English. 
Basically this is a superior CONTROL.ACC replacement with a 
few added features thrown in, like a virus checker. Not a bad 
chap, and certainly preferable to the standard Atari Accessory. 
Check it out for yourself - it’s yours on this issue’s Cover Disk! 
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give you an on-screen display of any month. Click on the current 
date and it tells you how many days of the year have gone by. 
You can also go back or forward to any year (within reason, of 
course) to see what day of the week important events occurred 


| v_| 
||| a || | a ea 
BLOCK PATTERN 
ERASER DRAW NORMAL CYCLE 
BOENT DEGAS screen printer OURHGE 
LINE by Martun Dryden ANIMATION 
POLYGON Share & Enjoy! 
CIRCLE 
FRAME 3 N 
OUTLINE FILL a 
AIRBRUSH TEXT TERT 
MIRROR SHADOW 
5 6 7 8 
SLOWDRAW L SNAP 


@ DJ-DUMP, by Martyn Dryden of The South West Software 
Library, enables you to print out a Degas picture to a Hewlett 
Packard DeskJet printer, and produces excellent dumps in any 
of three sizes. You have to load Degas itself frst to run the DA 
version, although it is also available as a stand-alone program. 
Both versions, however, work in monochrome only 
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@ Double Vision enables you to format a disk so it can be read 
as a single-sided disk in a single-sided drive but a double-sided 


disk in a double-sided drive. Whatever you put in the SIDE2 
folder created on the disk can be read only on a double-sided 
drive. This facility could be quite handy if you use two STs 


=) 


Conversion de disquettes simple face en double 


Le 19 Novembre 1956 


Expander Vii 


Francois Guillemé & IN 


face avec conservation des données. 


Ce programme me peut etre vendu. 


@ Expander is from France and also available as a stand-alone 
program. It enables you to re-format a single-sided disk into a 
double-sided disk, without losing any data! If you upgrade from 


an old 520ST with a single-sided floppy drive to a 1MByte double- 


sided disk drive, you can make loads more space on your disks 
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@ Melt is another amusing little DA. Click on it and the Desktop 
slowly starts to melt! Fool your chums into thinking you have a 


nasty virus in your ST! In fact Melt is quite harmless: simply 
click again with either mouse button and the Desktop is com- 
pletely restored. Not all DAs have to be serious, you know! 


FORMAT 
MATT ORSTE 


Version 2.0 


Drive Sides 
ENE) 
Tracks 
Mam (81) [82 J [83] 


Sectors/Track 


MENLO) 


(roRHaT, ) 


@ Format 11 is very useful for formatting disks from within a 
program without having to quit to the Desktop. Using the MS- 
DOS setting with nine sectors and 80 tracks gives you a disk 
that can be used in a PC-contemptible as well as your ST, thus 
enabling you to transfer text files between them. Use the set- 
tings 11 sectors and 83 tracks and you can format a double- 
sided disk to an amazing capacity of 923,648 bytes! Beware, 
though: not all disk drives can handle this number of tracks 
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DESK ACCESSORIES software 


Desk File ies ae = 


See ental: 
File 

Open... Find vreniace 

Save... Mrap/reformat 

Help! Insert bytes 

Print... Date insert pbne available to%&you when the 
Upload... Block... it issasuffixed .ACX, and will 
New config? [ftiakeewirluame that accessory unavailable dur 


macros Fi-i8 | View/edit®RAM BOne of the filenames will be r 
Launch PRG Encryption pr OFF) can be changed by press 
g| Quit Clear buffer [fhe reverse video cursor can be 


moved using the arrowzakeys to select the different files. Ple 
se enjoy thesafriendly wrap-around cursor action, it took me ho 
rs tokaget that to work,%a*e4When you have chosen the accessorie 

that you wish toz&’use, press Escape or the Space bar. The pro 
ram will&&now rename your accessory files as per your requested 
Peele re uelt aay have pro set more than of accessories one th 


@ Edhak 2.0 is an excellent text editing/word processing DA - 
probably even better than Word Window on page 56. This one’s 
actually Shareware - the PD version is like a demo of the full 
program (though it’s fully usable on its own), and if you like it 
you then send the author a few quid for the complete version 
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@ Machine Gun helps relieve the tension of t evinink over your ST 
for too long. Click on this and the mouse pointer becomes a 
gunsight. You can blast away at the screen, fill it with lead and 
enjoy the sound effects. When sanity returns, you can simply 


press the right-hand mouse button to restore the screen 
» Fastlopy lil « by Martin Backschat (Version 3.2,1939U) 
Select Option! 


ro 
3 


78086886 
Reasesesd jasaseyese 12saue 7a90 1ababSTESO 1aBauE TavO TE BASE TEDO leaaee SSG asaEE Tee IZsase 


SE BE STL STEEN MC 


NiL__New Conf |{ Virus Check |{ Soft Format |[ Streamer || Help _| 


Verify Destination[ =] = Disk Configuration 
[Fast Format Dest.) | Source fd) ns ||| Sides: fetal 

Read Disk Config. J Sectors! [=] Maal 
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a nFeosy 3 or Fastioeny is one of the best DAs ever written. Use 
it to make a copy of a whole disk, much faster than copying it 
file by file and with the minimum of disk swapping. It reads the 
disk you want to duplicate in one go, as long as you have 
enough memory, and makes a track-for-track “clone” of it on 
your target disk. FCopy 3 works with a one or two floppy disk 
system or a hard drive, makes multiple copies, can format the 
new disk as it copies, checks for viruses - in fact, it has so 
many useful features that you’ll just have to try it for yourself 


MAKING YOUR OWN BOOT 
DISK FOR YOUR DAs 


1. First take a new blank disk, put it into your ST and format it. To do 
this you need to have the ST Desktop on-screen. Move the mouse 
pointer to “File” at the top of the screen and a menu drops down. 
Click on “Format” and away you go. 


2. Next copy some Desk Accessory programs onto this new disk. You 


can recognise them easily because DAs always end with .ACC - like 
CONTROL.ACC which comes with your ST when you buy it. 


3. Make sure you have no more than six Accessories on the disk. Then 
with this new disk in the drive, press the Reset button on the back of 
the ST. Your screen goes blank for a moment, and then the DAs are 
loaded into memory. The ST Desktop re-appears, and if you now touch 
the word “Desk” (in the top left-hand corner of the screen) with the 
mouse pointer, down drops a little Menu listing the DAs just installed. 
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DESK ACCESSORIES software 
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& Speedmouse is one of the first mouse accelerator DAs, and if 
you haven’t used one you should - it really makes a big differ- 
ence! You can adjust the speed of the mouse and the accelera- 
tion, and Speedmouse can be turned on or off to suit - but once 
you’ve tried it, working without it is like walking in lead boots 
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& MMCopy is an awfully useful utility that enables you to copy 
files from place to place very easily. Just open the windows of 
the disks involved, select the files to be copied and press the 
correct button. Even if you’ve got a single floppy drive system, 
this has its uses: you can open one window to show the con- 
tents of a folder for copying. MMCopy probably does a lot more 
but nobody around here reads German - can anybody out there 
translate the README.DOC for us illiterate folk? 


CM 


Mouse Tricks (demonstration version) 
mouse menu 
speed: style: 


[pull | 
drop 


screen 
saver 


431906 bytes used 


AUTO ORSKTOP INF] 


PRIVEVE-MCX MSE_OENG «RE! 


EDHAK-&O «ACK OUBL_UTS.AC: 


LJ Jonathan 


peor"! Lawrence 


Ea 


SNAPSHOT +PRG AUTOSORT «PRG 


FAIGEn ACK EXPAND -RSC 


Ec War 


@ Mouse Trix is an amazing new DA from South London. The PD 
version is a demo of the commercial release, which costs only 
a fiver itself. Mouse Trix includes a mouse accelerator and 
screen saver, and it gives you control over GEM’s drop-down 
menus in your programs. It has loads of other features too 
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@ ProgCalc is a programmer’s calculator. You can use it as an 
ordinary calculator, and input values by either clicking on the 
appropriate buttons with the mouse pointer or by using the ST 
keypad. But its real use is to make calculations in those mys- 
terious number systems used by programmers and other 
boffins, like Binary or Hexadecimal. Values can be converted 
between the various options, and the results are held in the cal- 
culator’s display screen even when you exit from the program 
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{Top of memory is 1848863 
|Free memory is 617482 bytes 
GEM version number is 8.19 
TOS “I\_ base is 16515872 (ROM) 


1Drive(s): A, B 
Drive seek rate is 3 ms. 


_(iWrite verify ¥ is on ki 
Screen resolution is high 

‘|Video RAM starts at 1615296 CI 
4Key click is on 
Key repeat is on 
Keyboard repeat rate is 2 
Keyboard delay © is 15 
Bell + is on 
CapsLock is off 


@ Private Eye shows you your ST’s inner secrets - like which 
version of GEM you’re running and the amount of RAM (memory) 
available. Some of the details shown may be a bit of a mystery 
to the beginner, but as you get into it you’ll soon understand 
things like Drive Seek Rate and Top of Memory - er, won’t you? 


| | A: \SNAPSHOTN\. [«<lep 
im cl8 itens in 39154 butes 
DEGASHAP. PRG 27.07.98 [th 
DEGASNAP .RSC 27.07.98 
SHAPINFO. DOC 27.87.98 
SHAPSAVE. TOS 27.07.98 
SHAPSHOT.ACC 27.07.98 
SNAPSHOT. PRG 27.07.98 
SNAPSHOT. TOS 27.07.98 
SHAFYIEW, PRG 27.07.98 


@ Snapshot is a classic DA, widely used, which enables you to 
grab an image from any part of the screen. You use the mouse 
pointer to draw a rectangular box of any dimensions anywhere 
on-screen. You can define just a part of the screen or all of it, 
then save what’s framed by the box to disk as either an IMG, 
DOODLE, DEGAS, or NEO file, whichever you choose, with any 
name you like. You can then load the file into your own art or 
graphics program. Snapshot is also yours free on the Cover Disk 


. 
Laufwerkseinstellung fiir 5%"'-Laufwerke 
und MS-DOS Disketten, 


Copyright © 1988 Henrik Alt, Kirgelweg 25, 7168 Gaildorf 


Spurwechselzeiteinstellung Diskette Formatieren 
Laufwerk A Laufwerk 
L2ns | WESR [ens | [i2ms] A 


Fornatiere | 
Laufwerk B 
L2ms | WEG [éns | [izms] 


@ MS-DOS is another disk formatting DA, which can format on 
either your internal 3.5 inch drive or an external 5.25 inch drive 
if you have one. It formats disks to MS-DOS standard so they 
can be used in either a PC-contemptible or ST machine. (If you 
have TOS 1.4 or above, you have this MS-DOS feature built in) 


Function Keys 


: Set Clock 

+ Alarm Clock 
: Clear File 
: Recover 

: Repeat Line 
: Split Line 
: Splice Line 
: Print 

: Load File 

: Write 

: Desk Color 
! Tovt Stila 


@ Word Window is the latest version of the WP program Word- 
400 V3. It gives you all the facilities of a simple-to-use word 
processor and you can call it up anytime, enabling you to write 
text and save to disk whenever you want. You can also load in 
a text file, even one produced by a completely different WP pro- 
gram. On-screen HELP can be displayed, and it even prints out 
the document to a printer if you want. Some of the features in 
this DA are better than those in commercial WP programs! stf 
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PUBLIC DOMAIN 


Full range of Demos — Games — Utilities — Art 
Word Processors — Clip Art — Communications 
Astronomy — Music — Languages — Picture Disks 
Databases — Virus Killers — Educational etc. 


Reliable Service — Return Post First Class 
Full Disks — Single Sided Average Over 300K 
All Disks are Verify Copied and Immunised 


*& Doubled-up Disks at no extra charge * 
Send Large SAE for Free Catalogue to:- 


SOLENT SOFTWARE 


53 Rufus Gardens, Totton, Hants. SO43TA 


When you're talking 
COMPUTERS 


talk to Microsnips 


In fact, whatever your needs, we have over 3,600 different computers 
and accessories in stock — all backed by the knowledgeable, highly professional 
service that has made us one of the most respected computer dealers in 
Britain. 

*So whether you're looking for hardware, software or just some expert 


free advice, consult the Computer specialists. 


Talk to Microsnips. 
CABLES 
ST Replacement Mouse Lead £6.99 
520 STFM-Philips 8833/8852 Scart £11.95 
A Premier Service for all those new to the Atari ST and IBM Compatibles: 13-Pin Din to Open End Lead £8.95 
%* Desktop Publishers %*Wordprocessors § * Copiers ST/Centronics Panter Lead ' £8.95 
% Animation % Printer Drivers % Graphics ve cies me tone Se ae zm) " F one 
* Databases * Languages * Art & CAD to Bot! olour oh ono onitors (al Ows simultaneous connection) * 
*S Beneer Emulat A ' ST to NEC Multisync/Taxan 770 + Monitor 9-Way D Plug to 13-Pin Din Plug 
preadsneets * Emulators * Accounts via Switch Box (3 display modes) £23.95 
Over 30 Superb 16 BIT BUDGIE GAMES for the ST 4 Player Joystick Adaptor £6.95 
Sony Unbranded 3.5" D/S disks are 10+ 50p per disk Joystick/Mouse Extension Leads £095 
12 cap handy boxes £1.20 3:5" 40 cap'lockable boxes £5.50 Disk Drive Extension Cable £13.95 
Call and save postage Disk Drive — Shugart Interface £28.95 
For a FREE Catalogue send an SAE (9 x 4"). A Demo DISK and MONITORS 
ierey = catalogue is also available for £1.22. oan Philips 8833 Med Res Colour €249.00 
ry ALPHA COMPUTING eras Atari High Res Mono MRP £149.95 £129.00 
32 Meadow Drive, Halifax, West Yorkshire HX3 5JZ PRINTERS 
Tel: 0422 366785 (9 am - 6 pm) Star LC 24/10 MRP £459,00 £299.00 
Panasonic KX-P1124 MRP £459.00 £299.95 
Star LC-10 Mono MRP £239.00 £189.95 
Star LC-10 Colour MRP £299.00 £219.95 
Panasonic KXP 1081 MRP £199.00 £169.95 
ACCESSORIES & CONSUMABLES 
10 TDK 3'2" DSDD MRP £29.95 (World's Best) £14.99 
25 Bulk Certified Error Free 3!2" DSDD Disks £19.99 
"W Lockable Anti-Static Box (holds 40 32” Disks) £6.95 
3.5 DSDD DISCS WITH LABELS 50 34" Disk Labe}s and Disk Box £3.99 
Guaranteed 100% error free. All our discs are of ReslacemientiAtan ST Mouse £24.95 
high quality. Manufactured by Sony or Mitsubishi Spongy Mouse Mat £5.95 
Prices are inclusive of VAT postage & packing New Kempston ST Mouse £29.95 
s y eeah if i h ill 1040/520 ST Dust Cover £6.95 
Our price promise: i you can buy cheaper we wi RR Back-up Device ST €39.00 
not only beat the price but give you a free Panasonic 1081 Ribbon £5.95 
storage box free with your order. Star NL-10 Ribbon 2 for £8.00 
Star LC-10 Mono Ribbon 2 for £8.00 
: Star LC-10 Colour Ribbon £7.95 
PANO ANE GS i cscoqersionsssirsbescensasaaas D440 \ a 
AY) Chico er hee aaa, SAN) | Cumana I mg 3/2" Drive With PSU £95.00 
G Q-Tec 1 mg 32" Drive Inc. PSU £79.95 
30 discs ails Nae acceecatete Et Sil RR Kellie) Cumana 3!2"/514" Dual Drive Inc. PSU-STM Only £199.95 
AONGUSESH Hae dareBk Sos vscodis.eeeis-0 14.49 COMPUTERS 
5 0 d . New ST Discovery Pack Inc. Tutorial STOS Games Creator + 4 Games £299.00 
DS CS iersiaitisieics Beis lars voisis diaere s 520STE £399.00 
1040STE £499.00 


NO ORCS OS oe cuccseiaamepariaents. cess £35.99 
DOOPMISCS kis enaccesus sens 

SO OMISES ie acer te ls £154.99 
1000 discs Dah eiducss. ELIF 
Disc box 3.5" 100 capacity.....£9.99 
Disc box 3.5" 80 capacity.......£8.99 
Disc box 3.5" 40 capacity.......£7.99 


\ Serious and Leisure Software Catalogue available now J 


RING 051-630 3013 To ORDER 


(Free catalogue with first order) or send £1.50 for catalogue (refunded with first order). 
Answerphone 6.00 p.m.-9.00 a.m. SATELLITE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 


CHEQUE GUARANTEE NUMBER MUST BE WRITTEN ON THE 
BACK OF ALL CHEQUES TO AVOID DELAY 


OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS NOTE: Postgiro International accepted. NOT Postbank Postcheque. 
Books not taxable — Europe add £5. Non Europe add £10. 
We reserve the right to charge carriage at cost. 
UK POSTAGE AND PACKING: Items under £50 add £2. Items under £100 add £5. Items over £100 add 
£10 for Group 4 Courier ensuring delivery the day after the despatch. Overseas customers (Europe). 
Full price shown will normally cover carriage and free tax. Non Europe add 5% to total. 


Send cheque/PO (NO CASH) to: 
Soft Exchange 2, 101 Clifton Road, South 


ras Norwood, London SE25 6QA 
FN Tel: 081 653 9094 (24 Hrs Answerphone) 


O O[Y 


37 SEAVIEW ROAD, WALLASEY, MERSEYSIDE L45 4QN 051-630 3013 051-630 5396 051-691 2008 FAX 051-639 2714 
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Business 
Software 


ATARI ST SOFTWARE 


Small Business Accounts Cash...........£69.95 Mark Williame C v3..... 

Small Business Accounts Extra ... £99.00 Mark Williams C Source - £42.00 
Small Business Accounts Plus - PHONE Prospero C £75.00 
Cashbook Controller ..... £39.95 Prospero Fortran . £75.00 


Prospero Pascal 
Prospero Toolkit .... 
Hisoft Lattice C v5 
Hisoft C. Interpreter ... 
Hisoft Devpac v2.22. 
Hisoft Power Basic 


- £75.00 


System 3 (Inv/Stock) ....... 2 £59;98 


System 3 Extended 
Cash Trader......... 


ss eS Hisoft Basic... 

DATABASES Hisoft Nevada ie 

Base as FTL Modula 2 4 
Data Manager Professional . ale ssa 2 (Developer 200.05 
Superbase Personed 2 (v3.02) ... Risceveeseerecseah £49.95 
Super Base Professional (v3.02) ... WERCS pilus GDOS ... - £39.95 
Digita DGBase fe GFA Basic Interpreter v3 . £45.00 
Prodata i GFA Basic Compiler v3 .. £24.95 
: Nevada Cobol (with C/PM) . £42.00 
DESKTOP PUBLISHING MPE Forth 89 (GEM) . -£44.00 


Tim@works DTP .....cccscssssssesesesseeeeeeses 
DTP Clip Art Pack ees 
Pagestream .........0 

Fleet Street Publisher v 


Logistix v1.2 
Hyperchart by 


DynaCADD 


PC Board Designer... - £135.00 "£29.95 
BeckerCAD ..... -» £99.00 
Megapeint Hi .... - £79.95 
GFA Draft Plus v1.5. .- £79.95 
GFA Draft Pius v3.13 .. £109.00 
CAD 3D V1.0.......sc0seceee .- £18.95 
CAD 3D v2 (Cyber Studio) ++ £39.95 
Cyber Control ... + £32.95 
Cyber Paint V2 . ++ £39.95 
Cyber Sculpt . £59.95 


Cyber Texture ... 
Architectural Design Disc 


Easy Draw 2 ..... G+ Pus..... £29.95 
Supercharged Easy Draw «£59.95 Multidesk ... £29.95 
Easy Draw Tech Art Pack. ++. £29.95 Deluxe Paint £44.95 
Easy Draw Scan Art Pack .-. £29.95 Hyperpaint v2 £29.95 
Easy Took. .... Hyperdraw £29.95 
Degas Elite £19.95 

Spectrum 512 £24.90 

ues Knife ST... £24.90 

Harlekin ...... £39.95 

MUSIC Turbo ST v1.8 £29.95 

C-LAB Creator v3 < . Mailshot ........... £19.95 
C-LAB Notator v3 Mailshot Plus .. £34.95 
CUBEAT....... GFA Gem Utilkies .... £24.90 


SLM 804 Epson Emulator... 


No surcharges on European orders! 
Many other titles in stock. 


Phone 0763 262582 NOW! 
NEW RELEASES 


Neodesk v3 (Uk) 
Protext v5 

C-Lab Creator v3 
C-Lab Notator v3 


FM Melody Maker ..... 


Megapaint II 
BeckerCAD 


All prices include VAT & delivery. Make cheques payable to Cambridge Business Software. 


Melboum Science Park, Moat Lane, Melbourn, Royston, Herts. SG8 6EJ 


IMMEDIATE DESPATCH (subject to availability) jam 
VISA 


ORDERS WELCOME FROM EDUCATION, GOVT. & TVEI 
; HOW TO ORDER: 
TEL 0763 262582 - FAX 0763 262425 - TELEX 817932 
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LAM 1: 
LAU 20: 


LAM 16: 
LAP 10: 


LAG 44: 
LAW 2: 


LAD 64: 
LAD 89: 
LAX 10: 
LAD 136: 
LAA 5: 


LAD 62: 
LAD 32: 
LAD 42: 
LAD 66: 


LAD 84: 
LAD 51: 


Printers. 


Batman - Supers Sampled 
AN-COOL S 


L.A.P.D. 


QUALITY P.D. FOR THE ATARI ST. 


80 Lee Lane, Langley, Heanor, Derbys. DE7 7HN 
All disks only £1.50 S/S or D/S 
Same day service. Quality virus free disks. 
P+P 50p on orders under £5.00. Free on orders above that. 


Here are just a few programmes from our comprehensive catalogue: 


Planetarium - the best astronomy programme we've seen yet. 
Utilities disk - FCopy 3 (latest version) Defsel, LCSelect, 

Undelete Volume, Disk Editor Virus Destruction Utility. A great disk. 
Kids Disk - KidGraph, KidGrid, KidMusic, KidNotes, KidPiano, 
KidPuLlisher, KidSketch, KidStory D/S. 

ZX81 Emulator - Travel back to the Pioneering days of home 
Computing with this emulator and games disk. 

Minvec Game Compilation - FMC Trading, Top Trainer System 5 D/S. 
EasyText DTP Demo - Latest version D/S for 9 and 24 Pin 


Kylie - Super Sampled Locomotion D/S. 

Madonna - Sampled "Like A Prayer". 

Madonna - The pictures she tried to ban! OVER 18'S ONLY. 
Cowabunga - Turtle Music Sampled 1 Meg D/S. 

Design 3D - A superb 3D drawing programme accompanied 

by other art programmes ie., Masterpaint, Doodle, Shendraw, ST Cad. 
Star Wars - digitized sound and 150 frames of animated action. 

Monty Python - Sample Knights Of The Round Table. 

ound Demo. 

E Demo - Amaze your friends with what your STE can 


do. 

Back To The Future - Digitized sound and pictures from the film D/D. 
D.I.Y. Demos - Now its easy to make your own demos! 

Life's a bitch - Brilliant Lost Boys demo. : 

England Team Manager - European Football Management Simulator. 
Video Manager - Database for keeping track of your videos. 

Air Warrior - Flight Simulator with 
NoiseTracker - Sound tracker and modules. 

GCSE Study Aids - Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry + Proportions. 
Care Bears Cuddly Demo - A Classic D/S. 

Skidrow - (2 disks - £3.00) 24 screen demo with "Dungeon Master" 
style walk round alleyways to find them. 

Send £1.00 for a copy of our latest disk catalogue and we'll include a couple 
of free games (adventure and arcade). Or send a blank disk and SAE and 
we'll send you the catalogue by return. Don't be put off by other disk based 
catalogues you may have seen. Ours is a user friendly and very easy to use. 
JOIN OUR GROWING BAND OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 
TRY US TODAY! 


orld War II Aircraft. 


The ST Club 


49 Stoney Street - Nottingham - NG1 1LX - (0602) 410241 


ST Applications. 

Over two years ago New Computer 
Express described our newsletter:."To 
call it a newsletter shows a terrific 
amount of modesty on their part... It 
really is packed with information, 
with more concentration on the 
serious side of the ST." ST Applica- 
tions is a complete re-design of The 
ST Club Newsletter that has grown to 
3,500 subscribers since we started it 
four years ago. Each monthly issue 
runs to at least 60 A4-pages. If you 
would like to subscribe or receive an 
evaluation copy please complete the 
form below. 


Fontkit Plus 3. 

The essential font utility for the ST. 
Edit or create GEM fonts, Signum 
fonts, screen fonts and downloadable 
printer fonts. Incorporates a suite of 
drawing tools, plus block manipula- 
tion tools, and it will import Calamus, 
Degas and Macintosh fonts.Price: 


Please send me: 


UIS III. 

Powerful replacement for the Atari 
Item Selector. Universal Item Selector 
II] incorporates a host of utility func- 
tions: format disks, copy, move and 
rename files and folders, create 
folders, find files, set file paths, etc. 
"You'll wonder how you ever lived 
without it", ST Format, December 
1990. Price: £19.95. 


The Catalogue. 

Our collection of PD and Shareware 
disks runs to over 2,000 disks and we 
guarantee same day dispatch on all 
orders. Our Free Catalogue - 
(46-pages A4) details these disks and 
all of our products and services: 
Books, Budgie Disks and Laser Print- 
ing. We also publish: Astronomy Lab 
(£19.95), Key Master (£6.95), Oxford 
Chess (£9.95), Molgraph (£12.95), 
Guides to Timeworks DTP (£9.95) 
and Ist Word (£6.95). Details of these 
are in our current catalogue. Write or 
telephone for your copy today. 


C) 12-issues of ST Applications (£15). | 


| Q Sample copy of ST Applications (£2). 
| CVA free copy of the ST Club catalogue. 
| Cheque/PO made payable to | 


"The ST Club" for £ enclosed 


Your guarantee: If at any time you want to | 
cancel your subscription you may dO SO SIMP- -++-----++++-eeeeeeeeeee see eee cee eee cee tee eee eee eee eee 

ly by writing to us. The balance of your sub- 

scription will be refunded in full. 


GFA BASIC tutorial 


e require 
pe ee 


h GFA Basic 


Bored with the games on your ST? GFA Basic has the reputation for 
being one of the best programming languages, especially for beginners. 
James Beswick begins a new series helping you to program with ease 


fter you've finished playing the games 
Ae with your ST pack, you may 

want to start programming your own 
masterpieces. By far the best language to start 
with is GFA Basic. Admittedly, you're not going to 
write a four-way parallax scrolling, two-player 
shoot-em-up overnight — that’s not the idea. Just 
writing a small utility actually gives a great feeling 
of satisfaction - especially if it works! 

To get started, load the GFABASIC.PRG 
from this issue's Cover Disk. GFA Basic is what 
is commonly called an “interpreter.” This means 
that to program in this language, GFA Basic 
must translate or interpret the lines in your pro- 
gram into machine code — the.only language the 
computer can understand. You write your BASIC 
program using GFA instructions, and when you 
decide to run it GFA examines each line in turn 
and translates it into machine code instructions. 

When you load GFA the screen you are 
faced with is called the “editor” — this is where 
you design and edit your programs. A useful 
feature of GFA is that it checks the validity of the 
line when you press [Return]. If it is incorrect in 
any way, your ST bleeps at you and also dis- 
plays the message, “Syntax Error.” Another 
handy feature of GFA is the way it indents lines 
of code to make them easy to read. 

The lines of your programs are “executed” 
in the order they appear on the screen. When 
you're in the editor window you can click on 
“Direct Mode,” type a command and then press 
[Return] to execute it immediately. You can read 
the file GFABASIC.DOC for straightforward 


instructions on how to use the editor. 


GRAPHICS COMMANDS 


GFA Basic has an impressive range of graphics 
commands, and they all do what they say they 


is, amazingly, called BOX. This is slightly differ- 


do! The commands PLOT, BOX, CIRCLE and 
TEXT are all fairly straightforward. 

The screen resolution you are currently 
running affects the graphics quality and the 
number of colours you can use. For this tutorial, 
everything demonstrated is especially written 
for low resolution, although the commands all 
still work in medium or high res. 

Pixels are the tiny dots that make up the 
screen image. In low resolution, you have 
64,000 of these (320 multiplied by 200) - a 
television picture, by comparison, is made up of 
about a quarter of a million pixels. To demon- 
strate the size of a pixel, press [Shift] and [F9] 
simultaneously and this takes you to “Direct 
Mode” in GFA Basic. Now type in the line: 

PLOT 159,99 
Press [Enter] and you now see a tiny black dot 
in the middle of the screen. This is the purpose 
of the PLOT command. The first value, 159, is 
the number of pixels to the right of the screen 
the dot is to appear, and similarly, the second 
value, 99, is the number of pixels down the 
screen the dot is to appear. These are called X 
and Y values respectively. Whenever you see X 
and Y in a command, you should replace them 
with these horizontal and vertical values. 

Luckily, we don’t have to plot all the shapes 
like this. To draw a circle, for instance, we can 
use the CIRCLE command. CIRCLE X,yY,R is 
similar to the PLOT command, except it has an 
extra value, R. This is the size of the radius (the 
straight distance from the centre of the circle to 
its edge), measured in pixels. Try this: 

CIRCLE 159,99,50 
Press [Enter] and a circle with a radius of 50 
pixels appears in the centre of the screen, as 
long as you're using low resolution 

If we wanted a box the command we need 


ent, though, since Box 
_ X,Y,X2,Y2 has two extra X 
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and Y values. 

_ The first set mark the posi- 
tion of the top-left corner of 
your box and the second set, 

_ this time called X2 and Y2, 

+ mark the bottom-right corner 


GET GFA 2 FREE! 
You don’t have to spend a thing to get 
straight into this programming lark. dust use 
the terrific GFA Basic 2 included free on 
this issue’s Cover Disk — and see our Cover 
- Disk pages, beginning on page 45. a 


of the box. Type in the following command: 
BOX 0,0,319,199 

In low-resolution mode this draws a box that is 
the whole width and height of the screen. The 
various commands PLOT, CIRCLE and BOX are 
demonstrated in three files which you can easily 
find in the GFADEMOS folder. Press the [Escape] 
key to leave “Direct Mode,” then press [Fl] and 
use the file selector to load these files. 


THE WRITING’S 
ON THE WALL 


There are a number of ways to write text to the 
screen. One is to use the TEXT command. This 
enables you to create certain effects with the 
text, but for now, we won't use these. Go back 
to “Direct Mode,” type cus and press [Return] 
to clear the screen. Now type the following line: 

TEXT 30,40,”Hello World!” [Enter] 
“Hello World!” appears 30 pixels across and 40 
pixels down on the screen. But notice the quo- 
tation marks you typed are not displayed. This is 
because the text you want displayed must be 
contained inside them. As you might guess, this 
causes some problems, one being the fact that 
if your text contains quotes, you get an error 
message, since you can't have quotes within 
quotes, at least not at this stage. 

Besides using the TEXT command you can 
also use PRINT to display information. For exam- 
ple, on the Direct screen try typing the following: 

PRINT “Hello World” [Enter] 

The words Hello World magically appear on 
the screen. You can change the position at 
which these letters appear on the screen by 
adding the X and Y co-ordinates: 

PRINT AT(5,5) “Hello World” 


The X and Y co-ordinates are used differently in > 
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ye the PRINT command. A low resolution screen 


can display 40 characters horizontally and 20 
Characters vertically, medium res. can display 
80 characters by 20 and high res. screens can 
show 80 characters by 40. The PRINT AT com- 
mand instructs your ST to position the text 
according to these conditions. 


| WANT SOME COLOUR! 


Colours are unfortunately slightly bewildering for 
the beginner. It's because of their red, green and 
blue (RGB) format. On the ST, you're allowed 16 
colours on screen at any one time, mixed from a 
palette of 512 colours (unless you've got an 
STE, in which case you have 4,096 of them avail- 
able to you). To complicate things even more, 
the way monitors and televisions produce their 
colours is by mixing together a controlled 
amount of the primary colours red, green, and 
blue. For instance, maximum red and maximum 
blue make the colour purple. To set the ST's 
colour palette, we use the command SETCOLOR 


HOW TO MIX THOSE COLOURS _ 


oG | 3B 
oo 
Pre lO. 
7 0 
08 2g 
| oe 
a, 
0 0 


DATAPLEX 


iM 


COMPUTERS LTD. 


C,R,G,B (note the American spelling). C is the 
number of the colour you want to set and its 
range is from zero to 15. Zero is the back- 
ground colour and 15 is the text colour. R, G 
and B are the values which determine what the 
colour is. This does need a bit of practice, 
though, since it’s quite tricky. The maximum 
brightness you can have for a given colour is 
seven. Run the program called SETCOLOR.BAS 
and experiment with the values until you get the 
hang of it. 


MAKING YOUR 
FIRST DEMO 


Over the next few parts of this tutorial, we'll 
show you how to write your own demo. OK, it’s 
not going to be the supreme demo, but it should 
demonstrate the commands pretty well. How- 
ever, as with all programs, you've got to have a 
plan. This is because you can guarantee any 
program over four lines long won't work straight 
away! Luckily, I've already planned it out (and 
here’s one | prepared earlier...). It's in two parts 
— the introduction and the demo. Let's concen- 
trate on the introduction. 

This is a “GFA DEMO” logo, with multi- 
coloured stars twinkling in the background, and 
a “pen” writing a short message on the screen. 
Sounds complex? All will be revealed! Go back 
to the editor and load the file DEMO.BAS from 
the Cover Disk. Don’t run it yet, though! Let’s 
take a quick look at the programming first. 

You are going to find some commands you 
don’t understand yet, ones that I’ve introduced 


SHOWROOM 
open: 
Mon - Fri 
9.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 


GFA BASIC wuitorial 


into this routine. “CLS” is the simplest command 
there is — it clears the screen. In the place of 
the logo which we'll design next month, I've 
placed a white, empty box in the middle of the 
screen, using the BOX command. I've also used 
variable techniques — these are similar to the 
algebraic techniques that you hated at school! 
More on those soon. 

RANDOM is also new to you. The computer 
generates a random number between zero and 
the number within the parentheses (brackets to 
some). This number is subsequently stored. 
COLOR is a command that utilises SETCOLOR. 
Unfortunately, one problem with GEM (see 
Jargon-busters, starting on page 65), is that 
when you use a colour, you don’t necessarily 
get the one you want! More on this later. 

Other new commands include EDIT, which 
leaves the program and returns to the editor. 
With the REPEAT and UNTIL commands, you cre- 
ate a loop around a particular part of your pro- 
gram — it continues to execute that part until the 
particular condition you've specified is true. 

Well, that just about does it for this month — 
be here next month when we look at loops, con- 
ditional statements, variables, and using com- 
mercial graphics packages to create graphics 
for your programs. We'll also be putting the 
finishing touches to the introductory screen in 
the GFA Demo, and then we can get on and 
write the main routine. stf 


@ If you’re puzzled by any of those techie 
terms, turn to FORMAT’s special Jargon- 
busters section, starting on page 65 


WEST LONDON PD 


9.30 - 4.30 
MAILORDER 
Consumables 

£1.50 
Hardware 
£8.00 


129 Bath Road, 
Slough, 


dataplex 19 High Street 
a Swindon, 
Berkshire, 


SL1 3UW Wiltshire 
Tel: 0753 35557 Tel: 0793 488448 


HARDWARE Star LC24-220 Colour (24 pin) 


Citizen 120D+ 
Atari 520 STFM Discovery Pack inc. Discover | Citizen 124D .. 
the Atari ST, Control Acc, Emulator Acc, First Citizen Swift 24 .. 
Basic, Neochrome, STOS, ST Tour, Space Colour upgrade for Citizen Swi 
Harrier Outrun Carrier, Command and Panasonic KXP1124 (24 pin) 
Panasonic KXP1624 (136 col) 
Epson LX400 
Epson LQ400. 
Epson LQ550 
Epson SQ850 Ink Jet. 


LASER PRINTERS 


Epson GQ5000 
Hewlett Packard ZP ... 


8 Berkeley Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex, 
UB10 9DU BLANK DISKS: 
PRICES: 1-9 DISKS £2.00 10-49 65 p EACH 

10+ DISKS $1.75 50+ 60¢6 EACH 
All orders are despatched same day and are sent first 
class. All cheques and postal orders should be made out 
to WEST L N PD. 


DEMO'S: 

DEM 001 Union Demo 

DEM 004 The Cuddly Demo 

DEM 014 The Definative Demo 
DEM 182 Union Intro Compilation 
DEM 314 Shadow Digi Demo 
DEM 245 Delirious Demo 2 

DEM 257 The Overscan Demos 
DEM 261 Defcon One (1 Meg) 
DEM 262 An Cool's STE Demo 
DEM 266 Automation Intro Comp 
DEM 323 Galtan 6 

DEM 308 Preditor Demo 

DEM 325 Overdrive 

DEM 293 P.O.V. 12 

DEM 334 Decade Demo 

DEM 302 Game Demos 1 by Rwabs 


Prices 
excluding VAT 


SLIDESHOWS: 

SSP. 025 J.M. Jarre Aloum Covers 
SSP 027 Page 3 Spec 512 pics 
SSP 048 STP Slideshow 4 

SSP 060 Pin-Up Girls 

SSP.076 Madonna Slideshow 
SSP. 079 Miks Picture Show 

SSP 106 Paradise Fantasy Pics 


Atari 520 STE Turbo Pack : 

New Pack please call for details 

Atari 1040 STE Extra Pack which 

includes: ST Words, ST Calc, ST Basic, ST 
Graphics, Hyperpaint, STOS, 1st Basic, 
Print Pack £399 
UTILITIES 
UTI.010 
UTI 050 
UTI 022 
UTI 023 
UTI 025 
UTI 027 


MONITORS 


Philips CM8833 Mark II high resolution colour 
monitor + leads ... Fe 

SM 1224 (Atari) 

SM 124 (Atari) 


DISK DRIVES 


1 Meg 3.5" Internal 
1 Meg 3.5" External. 
1 Meg 5.25” External.... 


ACCESSORIES 


Mouse Mat 

Unbranded 3" disks, box of 10. 
Branded Sony 3.5" disks, box of 10. 
ST to Philips Lead Ra 
Mouse Pocket...... 

ST Printer Lead 

Atari Mouse 

Keyboard Dust Cover. 


PRINTERS 


Star LC10 Mono 
Star LC200 Colour .. 
Star LC24-200 (24 pin) 


15 Disk Copiers 

File Compacters 

ZX81 Emulator 

Star Chart 

Sozobon 'C' Compiler 
ZX81 Emulator Files 


GAMES: 

GAM 020 Arkanoid Cons. Set 
GAM 021 Floyd the Droid 

GAM 028 Dungeon Master Help 
GAM 029 Arka (Mono) 

GAM 031 Give Us A Break 

GAM 033 Galactic Empire 2 
GAM 038 Monopoly V2 

GAM 041 Super Breakout (Mono) 
GAM 045 Bunny Hunt 

GAM 004 Hack 

GAM 035 Fruit Machine 


ART: 

ART 008 
ART 010 
ART 009 
ART 003 
ART 001 
ART 020 


E. Plan 

Colour Burst 2 

Fractal Zoom V0.7 
Ani ST 

Neochrome V1.0 
Neochrome Version 2 


Tilt/Swivel Monitor Stand 
Star LC10 Sheet Feeder.... 
Star LC2010 Sheet Feeder 
Citizen 120D Sheet Feeder 
Copy Holder Anglepoise 


PRINTER RIBBONS 


LC10 Mono.... caer 
LC10 Colour... 

LC10 2410. 
Citizen 120 
Epson LX400 
Epson MX80/SX‘ 
NEC P22100 
Panasonic 1081/1124/11 
Panasonic 1124 (original) .. 
Panasonic 1081 (original) 


CLIP ART: 

CLA 001 Collection 1 
CLA 002 Collection 2 
CLA 003 Collection 3 GAM 042 Solo 

CLA 008 Faces & Cartoon Chars. GAM 006 Krabat Chess 


THE FULL CATALOGUE WILL BE SENT FREE ON REQUEST 


TEL: 0895 53521 
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SOUND SAMPLING HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE FOR THE ATARI ST & STE 


WHAT IS MASTER SOUND? 

Master Sound is a low cost, high quality sound sampler for the Atari ST & STE range 
of computers. The sampler cartridge enclosed in this package plugs into your ROM 
port on the side of your computer and allows you to record sounds from devices 
such as Personal Cassette players, Compact Disc Players etc. Once in the computer 
MASTER SOUNDS unique editor will enable you to edit the sound in practically any 
way you can imagine. Once you have the sound sample how you want it, you may 
incorporate it into your own Demo's or programs or use MASTER SOUNDS own built 


36 BAR GRAPHIC» ; in sample sequencer to play back the sample in sequence with other samples! 
EQUALISER DISPLAY THE MASTER SOUND EDITOR 
Incorporates the following facilities: 
* SAMPLE * PLAY * LISTEN * LOOP 
* CUE * COPY * OVERLAY * WIPE 
* FADE IN * FADE OUT * VOLUME * REVERSE 
* SHRINK * FILTER * MAGNIFY * TRIGGER 
* LOAD * SAVE * SCOPE * REAL TIME FFT 
* VU METER * SEQUENCER * MIDI TRIGGER * 3D FFT DISPLAY 


* AVR FORMAT * STE VOLUME, BASS & TREBLE CONTROL 


An impressive Spectrum Analizer, Oscilloscope and 3D FFT display enable the user 
to monitor frequency content and volume with ease, and help you to ensure that the 
sample quality is at its best. 


|| acne : THE MASTER SOUND SEQUENCER 
Ves sma || Allows you to play back samples in a sequence. Up to 18 samples can be held 
eee cami in memory at once and sequences are as simple to record as tapping keys on the 


computers keyboard. Once recorded the sequencer can save the samples and 
SEQUENCER CONTROL PANEL sequence file out onto disc so that the files can be used in the sequence player 
provided. 


THE MASTER SOUND DEMO 

Allows you to play back your own sequenced sounds created by the editor while 
displaying picture files. This is great for creating your own public domain demo discs 
without having to be a computer programmer. 


ADVANTAGES OVER MASTER SOUND 1 

* Midi compatibility allows you to playback samples at different 
frequencies from an external midi keyboard with a midi-out socket. 

* Additional STE options include Volume, Bass, & treble controls 
Playback via the STE’s built in sound sockets. 

* New 3D Fast Fourier Transform display allows you to see the samples 
frequency composition in a 3D display. 

* Volume down option 

* Choice of filters 

* Choice of compression ratios 

* Enhanced sample frequencies up to 30 KHZ 

* Sequencer can now handle variable frequencies from 3 to 16KHZ 


} 
. Hasan 
MAIN EDITOR SCREEN 
WITH OSCILLOSCOPE © TRU BhE Boa S ASOC Roy, 
Og vO 
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2, \FORMAT gold 
#-\ awards 1990 


\ Drumroll. Fanfare. Spotlight picks out tiny figure 
_\ on incredibly distant stage. Yes, it’s the biggest 

| and bravest awards ceremony to celebrate the events, 
| qcvereas and cock-ups of 1990. Your host with the post, 


Steve Carey, presents the prizes for the best and worst of the past year 


hat was the year that was, folks. On the 
| one hand, it was the year, regrettably, 
that the STE’s incompatibilities, the 
TT's delays and the Stacy's lack of lasting 
power showed that Atari still have trouble 
walking and chewing gum at the same time. 
Yet on the other hand it was also the year that 
saw a bigger, bolder and downright better 
world of ST games and indeed serious/produc- 
tivity software than we've ever had the pleasure 
of getting to know before. 
1990 gave us such astonishing pieces of 
software as Neodesk 3, Lattice C5 and Deluxe- 
Paint ST, and truly breathtaking games such as 


F-19 Stealth Fighter, Kick Off 2 and Sim City. It 
was a year in which some people continued to 
complain — and others rejoice — that the ST is a 
damn fine games machine. 

The wisest simply acknowledged that the 
ST’s core business in Britain has always been 
as a games machine anyway, and that if this 
gave it a “Trojan Horse” effect and opened up 
opportunities for serious and productivity soft- 
ware, that was no bad thing. ST owners are 
now spoilt for choice when it comes to the 
range of programs available for their machine. 
And it's not going to stop in 1991 either. 

On the one hand, 1990 was the year that a 


newcomer called ST FORMAT moved purpose- 
fully centre-stage, to become the bestselling 
magazine serving the ST owner in Britain. 
Readership shot up from 43,246 (July to 
December 1989) to 50,007 (January to June 
1990) and way beyond, while the size and 
range of the magazine increased considerably. 
However, it was also the year that one ST 
magazine went bust (Stampede); another went 
quarterly and ever closer to a much rumoured 
demise (ST World) and yet another dropped its 
independently audited status, went through 
three editors and crowned the year by putting a 
virus on its December Cover Disk (ST User). 


READERS’ AWARDS 


Two issues ago we asked you to make your 
nominations. We were amazed by the quality as 
well as the quantity of the replies. Thanks for 
taking the time. Without more ado, these are 
the ST FORMAT Reader Awards 1990. 


vy ST game of the year: 
SIM CITY 
S-\ Heavily 

i Stealth Fighter; third placed Kick 
Off 2 and second placed MidWinter. The overall 
winner is the exceptionally well-thought out and 
intelligent “world simulator.” Fans will be 
delighted to know that programmers Maxis are 
putting the finishing touches to the follow-up, 
Sim Earth, due from Ocean in a month or two. 
(Sim City £29.99 from Infogrames = 071 738 
8199. Reviewed in STF 12: 92%) 


File Options Dis 
EANARKSUILLE Jan 


ST /AOg 


nominated: [f19 


Windows 


i Infogrames’ highly regarded “world 
simulator,” Sim City, clearly won the 
approval of a great many game-players 
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1S TA “Serious” ST software 
program of the year: 
DELUXEPAINT ST 

Heavily nominated: Laitice 
C5 and That’s Write, third placed TCB Tracker 
and second placed Neodesk 3. But the winner, 
by a long, long way — influenced no doubt by 
the useable demo on STF 15 —- goes to the 
best thing that’s ever happened to the ST's 
graphics, DeluxePaint ST. (DPaint ST £59.99 


from Electronic Arts # 0753 49442; reviewed 
in STF 15: 96%) 


1 | a Many computer artists thought that 
Electronic Arts’ DeluxePaint ST had 
changed the face of art software in 1990 


EVESHAM MICROS 

Heavily nominated: _ third 
placed Silica/SDL and second 
placed Gasteiner. But the clear winner, by a 
two to one majority over second place, is 


Evesham Micros, now the biggest seller and 
repairer of STs in Britain. ( 0386 765500) 


“J ST software house of 

the year: 

MICROPROSE 

Heavily nominated: HiSoft 
(the clear “serious” software winners), Ocean, 
Mirrorsoft (though a number of people thought 
the Bitmaps were publishers -— which, as 
Renegade, they now are), third placed Elec- 
tronic Arts and second placed Psygnosis (who 
may be somewhat surprised to see themselves 
proclaimed as heroes of the ST this year). The 
winners, by a narrow margin, picked up a 
surprising number of votes for Rainbird — one 
assumes attributable to MidWinter. 


ST Public Domain library 
of the year: 

GOODMAN PDL 

Heavily nominated: South 
West Software, MPH and Floppyshop; third 
placed Softville PD and second, ST Club. First, 
by the narrowest of margins, Mike Goodman's 
highly professional and comprehensive service. 
To make it clear how close it all was, any of the 
above mentioned could have won, with no-one 
in the ST FORMAT office crying “Foul.” 

I's good to see that the ST is so 
exceptionally wellserved in this department, 
and this tight contest suggests strong loyalty 
to a wide range of libraries and excellent 
service from the top dozen. There were also 
many others up there, including PDom, LAPD, 
Riverdene and Page 6. 
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THE ST FORMAT 
TEAM AWARDS 


re=rrrcg Game of the year: 
o> F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER 


As a recent release, Captive loses 

out. Operation Stealth didn't get 
as many votes as it deserves, while Mark “I've 
been up all night playing Sim City” Higham was 
smug as hell when that came out on top, in the 
reader poll. MidWinter and F-19 Stealth Fighter 
are hard to separate — stop looking so chuffed, 
Microprose! — but the result, narrowly, goes to 
their superb flight and combat simulation. (F-19 
Stealth Fighter £29.99 from Microprose = 
0666 504326. Reviewed in STF 12: 96%) 


peo Po eR pn 
ms, 


& Microprose’s F-19 Stealth Fighter: fab 
graphics plus a great game to boot mark 
this out as ST FORMAT’s game of 1990 


eryty Art and graphics program 
cS of the year: 
DELUXEPAINT ST 


Not cheap, but worth every single 
penny. (£59.99 Electronic Arts = 0753 49442) 


7 Hard drive of the year: 


cS VORTEX DATAJET, SILICA 
X05 When we surveyed hard drives for 
a recent issue (STF 17) this was 
the one we had to guard most closely: twice we 
found members of staff trying to sneak it out. If 
you need the best rather than the cheapest, 


this is the one for you. (£499, 30MBytes; 
£1,499, 180MBytes. Silica = 081 309 1111) 


rosea Printer manufacturer of 
the year: STAR 

No other nominations. Star have 
driven the price of printing relent- 


lessly down, with the LC-200 and LC24-200 at 
exceptional value. (Apologies once again for the 
incorrect pricing in our reviews: the true prices, 
considerably lower than those quoted in STF 
17, are £297.85 and £366.85 respectively). 


sd Music software of the year: 
} PD - ACCOMPANIST/ 
HENRY COSH SEQUENCER 
HOME - TCB TRACKER 


No longer do you need to be a tech-head to 
make music on your ST. The former (featured in 
a full, special edition on STF 16) is available 
from any PD Library worth its salt — see this 
issue’s PD section, beginning page 124, for a 
directory. The amazing TCB Tracker, written by 
one of the best demo writers in the business 
(reviewed in STF 16: 93%), is just brilliant 
(£39.95 from MPH = 0603 503382). 
Incidentally, your professional musicians 
go for C-Lab's Creator/Notator. If it's good 
enough for Fleetwood Mac, Madonna, Betty 
Boo and Jazzie B, it’s good enough for the rest 
of us too. Not only do you get cracking soft- 
ware, there's also excellent support (£299, 
£499; Sound Technology = 0462 480000). 


@ For music software, 1990 really came 
up with the goods - like TCB Tracker, 
written by one of the best demo writers 


Software utility of the year: 
NEODESK 3 


~ Harlekin comes close, but for sheer 

W! everyday usefulness Neodesk just 
beats everything senseless. Warning: do not 
use a friend’s ST with Neodesk installed or 
you're bound to want it yourself! (£39.95 GST 
Software = 0480 496666) 


AWARDS 


rd Educational program of the 


<» year: FUN SCHOOL 3 
oss At last! Education software that 
does what it’s supposed to do: 
make learning fun. There was really no competi- 
tion when it came to deciding this one (£24.99, 
over 7s, 5-7, and under 5s: # 051 357 2961). 
Educational software 


FORMAT 
house of the year: 
DATABASE EDUCATIONAL 


Ne 

SOFTWARE 
Fun School was the program that moved the 
goalposts as far as expectations of educational 
software sales are concerned, giving a major 


boost to the whole market. Edition 3 is a 
superb package, too. (# 051 357 2961) 


Over 7s 


schoac" 


2) poche 


[Wat thumedaee the next 
train leave Far 
Muncherter 


@ Not only did Database Educational 
Software become software house of the 
year, they also produced Fun School 3 


arg Best PD program: 


we OPUS 2.2 SPREADSHEET 


Rather than rewarding some 

frivolous demo that’s great fun but 
entirely useless (“Life’s A Bitch,” for instance), 
or some of the excellent art (Ani ST) or music 
(Henry Cosh Sequencer) programs, we've gone 
instead for this superbly implemented productiv- 
ity item, which could easily be available as a full 
commercial release without raising eyebrows. 
See the review in last month's Public Domain 
round up: reviewed STF 18: 93%. 


[ce Best ad: GREMLINS 2 


Ne Nice one from Elite: direct, appeal- 


DUSTBIN AWARDS 


FORMAT Cock-up of the year: 
7) THE STE 


Despite strong competition from 
DUSTBIN BS magazine that put a virus on 
its Cover Disk (ST User, December), Atari 
simply sailed away with the tragedy of the STE. 
Firstly, much of the software was incompatible, 
then a faulty chip made it hard drive-unfriendly. 
Both problems have subsided, but the nasty 
taste in the mouth remains. Signs are that Atari 
are on the way to recovery, but they cannot 
afford another such Golden Turkey. 


Worst full-price commer- 
ii cial game: WEB OF 

i TERROR, IMPRESSIONS 
Lh Hotly pursued by Bubble Plus (Info- 
grames, STF 12: 38%), Web of Terror set new 
standards (STF 16: 35%). Other nominations 
include another Impressions turkey, Rorke’s 
Drift (STF 13: 46%) and the immensely dis- 
appointing Chuck Yeager’s AFT (Electronic 


FORMAT 
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Arts, STF 17: 34%). I'm afraid that this is just 
not good enough, chaps, not by a long chalk! 


Most delayed game: BAT 


It was great when it finally arrived. 
(UBI Soft. STF 17: 92%) 


Worst ad: THE ULTIMATE 
RIDE, MINDSCAPE 
Purlease! Not in any 
appealing. 


sense 


Corporation, by Core, was one of 1990’s 
most disappointing games - failing to live 
up to expectations aroused in previews 


ing and on the case. 
FORMAT Most indecent ad: RANX 
Him Not, by any chance, a desperate 
attempt by UBI Soft to stir up a 
little controversy? In any case, it’s 
about time they got their finger out. 


FORMAT Most disappointing game: 
CORPORATION 


It's still a good game (88%) but 
edad Core’s monster was not as brilliant 
as late previews suggested. sitf 


GOLDS ALL ROUND 


Each category winner awarded an ST FOR- 
MAT Gold Award is hereby entitled to state the 
fact and display the ST FORMAT Gold logo in 
its advertising, publicity and literature. Con- 
gratulations must go to all those who have 


helped make the past twelve months some of 
the most exciting since the launch of the ST. 

If you think we've failed to award these 
accolades to those who deserved it, let us 
know. Write to: Gold Awards, ST FORMAT. 
30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW. 
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fo rises 1 RESTS ON OUR NAME! 


NN 
_ > When it comes to mice and scanners, Naksha clearly lead 
7 the way. Naksha build mice and scanners with high precision 
7 designs and the very best components. 
d 


A The Naksha Upgrade Mouse is silky smooth, operating at a high 
280dpi resolution. Supplied with Mouse Mat and Pocket. No Cables 
‘ — No Fuss. Simply plug in and go. 


Naksha Scanners with a switchable resolution between 200 and 

400dpi halftones and dual roller tracking, remain straight and true. Naksha 

Scanners come supplied with interface, “express IT” software and either 
; Degas Elite* or Deluxe Paint II*. 


The Naksha Mouse and Scanner are available for both the Commodore 
Amiga and the Atari ST range of computers. 
For further information call (0925) 56398 OR any of our distributors listed below for your nearest 
dealer OR visit any Dixons, Harrods, Selfridges, Bentalls or Makro store. 
*Degas Elite supplied for Atari. Deluxe Paint II supplied for Amiga. 


Naksha (U.K.) Limited, 29 The Wharf, Warrington WA1 2HT. Tel: 0925 56398 Fax: 0925 574375 


GEM (0279 442842): CENTRESOFT (021 625 3399): SDL (081 300 3399): ZCL (0543 414817) - LAZER (0404 46660): HB MARKETING (0753 686000) 
GARWOOD (0245 46077): AASHIMA UK (0376 502050): ADDONS (0703 620202): LEISURESOFT (0604 768711): MULTIMEDIA (0908 261010) 
LIBERTY (0753 586805): LIGHT WAVE (051 630 5003): COLUMBUS (0457 860300) - MCD (0268 590091): AV MARKETING (0279 452733) 


Trade marks and Registered Trade Marks are acknowledged 


jargon-busters | 


Get to grips with the gobbledegook and beat those 
buzzwords with the ST FORMAT drivel-dictionary 


Words like this are explained in their own entry 


lert messages: Your ST warns you that 
certain operations, like formatting a 
disk or erasing files, can be dangerous to 


data. A dialogue box pops up with an alert 
message which you must read before proceeding 


Application: The ST’s posh name for a program, 
so named because you apply your ST to the task in 
hand. Also what you do with Vicks Vapo-Rub 


ASCII: Acronym for American Standard Code for In- 
formation Interchange, the standard method for send- 
ing data from computer to computer. Every character 
and punctuation mark has a unique code number 


Auto-boot: See Boot 


ASIC: Acronym for Beginners’ All-Purpose 
3 Symbolic Instruction Code, which is the 

most popular programming language for 
newcomers to the ST 


Baud Rate: Pronounced “board”; the speed in 
bits per second that your ST communicates with 
another computer. All transmissions over telephone 
lines conform to a standard baud rate of either 300, 
1200, 2400 or 9600 baud. It is not the rate at which 
you get bored with playing Rorke’s Drift 


Bee Icon: The ST changes the mouse pointer to a 
bee when it’s busy searching for data from a disk 


Bit: The smallest unit of computer data. Eight bits 
make a byte, four bits make a nibble (See also 
Kilobyte, Megabyte) 


Boot: You boot your ST by (a) turning on the power 
or (b) pressing the reset switch when you have a disk 
in the drive. The ST reads the first part of the disk 
(the bootsector) and then displays the Desktop. 
The bootsector can be set to auto-boot a specific 
program, which runs immediately upon booting with 
no input required from you. Also a shoe with tall sides 


Byte: Computer memory is organised into groups 
of eight data bits, called bytes — short for “by eight” 
(see Nibble) 


artridge: Cartridges plug into the port on 
C:: side of the ST and often contain a pro 

gram on a chip, which loads instantly since 
it does not require the use of the disk drive 


Click: You perform a click by positioning your 
mouse pointer on an icon on screen and quickly 
pressing and then releasing a mouse button once 


Close box: The small box at the upper lefthand 
corner of a window, used to close an active 


window - that is, one you're working in 


Colour Palette: The ST has the capability to dis- 


play 512 different colours (STEs can show 4096), 16 
of which can be stored in a special area of mem- 
ory, known as the colour palette. These 16 can all 
be on screen at once 


Cursor: The square black marker that shows where 
the next typed character is to go. Also the editor 
when he sees how late we all are with our pages 


ata file: Used by programs to store inci- 
D dental information, or by programmers to 

store user instructions. The data file icon 
is like a sheet of paper with one corner folded over 


Desk accessory: Accessories are programs with 
a filename ending in .ACC. Stored on the root 
directory of a disk, these are automatically loaded 
into the ST’s memory on booting. They can then be 
run at will, by selecting the relevant name from the 
GEM Desk menu, at the top left of the Desktop 


Desktop: See GEM Desktop 


Dialogue box: Messages your ST displays, 
informing you of the effects of some operation or 
other. You cannot remove a dialogue box from the 
screen unless you acknowledge the message by 
clicking on one the buttons 


DiskCopy: The ST's copy program. Move Floppy 
Disk Icon A on top of Floppy Disk Icon B and it 
attempts to make an exact copy of the source disk, 
but it’s not infallible. For example, it can’t copy non- 
standard disks (like the FORMAT Cover Disk) 


Disk Drive: Your ST's main storage device. It uses 
this to read from the floppy disk and write data to 
it. The ST displays a Floppy Disk leon on the Desk- 
top for each disk drive you have connected 


Double-click: Two quick clicks on the left 
mouse button. Double-clicking opens files, runs 
programs and enters folders and disks 


Dragging: The method for moving icoms around 
the Desktop. Point at the chosen object, press the 
left mouse button and hold it down. The object 
selected should turn into an outlined ghost-image 
which moves around the screen as you move the 
mouse. Let go of the mouse button to deposit the 
icon in its new position 


DTP: Acronym for Desk Top Publishing, the high- 
tech method of creating newspapers, magazines and 
books using computers for typesetting and printing 


ile: A chunk of information stored on disk. 
E Could be a program, a data block, a docu 

ment or any other collection of storable infor- 
mation. Also a thing you use on your fingernails 


File Copy: To copy individual files from a window 
to a disk or from a window to another window. You 
reposition a file icon in its new home by dragging 


JARGON busters! 
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Floppy Disk: The actual storage medium where 
data is kept. Made of a similar material to audio tape, 
but it’s flat, round and er, floppy. Kept safe inside a 
plastic sleeve, which you insert into a disk drive 


Folder: The ST’s name for a directory. You can 
store many filles inside a folder and move them all 
around at once by moving just the folder icon. To 
access a file which is inside a folder, simply double- 
click on the folder icon 


Format: You prepare a blank disk to take data by 
formatting it. The ST checks the disk and creates 
spaces which can be used to store files. Formatting 
erases all data which is on the disk in the first place, 
so use it with care 


Full Box: The opposite of the Close Box. This 
opens the selected window up to full screen size 
to enable you to see many more files than you'd see 
with a small window 


Function Keys: The topmost row of keys on the 
ST keyboard, marked Fl to F10. These can have a 
multitude of different functions (or none at all), 
depending on what the particular program you're 
running uses them for. Many serious programs use 
them to do repetitive tasks at the touch of one key 


EM: Acronym for Graphics Environment 
Manager. This program is the part of the 
ST’s operating system which handles. all 


the windows, icons, and graphics functions used 
on the Desktop 


GEM Desktop: The main ST screen which 
includes (at least) two Floppy Disk Icons, the 
Menu Bar and the Trash Icon. You get this when 
the ST boots as normal, before running any pro- 
grams. From here, you can select various functions 
and any Desk Accessories you have loaded 


Ghost: An outline of an icon, file or window 
which shows the current position of that item as it is 
dragged around to a new location on the Desktop. 
Also a nasty ST virus which flips the up and down 
axis of your mouse, so it operates backwards 


ard Disk or Hard Drive: Another 
He: medium, this time with a non 

removable magnetic surface. It's faster 
than a floppy disk and can hold a lot more data 


High Resolution: One of three video display 
modes available on the ST. High Resolution consists 
of 640 dots horizontally by 400 dots vertically and 
is only black and white. You need a high resolution 
monochrome monitor to use this mode. Also the 
Resolution least likely to get broken after New Year 


representing an item such as a disk, file or 
folder. You select files and operate programs 
by clicking on the appropriate icon 


i con: A small picture on the Desktop, 
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Information Line: The line at the top of a win- 
dow which shows how many bytes are used and 
how many items there are 


Input/Output (1/0): The name for the communica- 
tions process that occurs when your ST talks to its 
disk drives, printers, etc. Input is data that comes 
into the ST, from a floppy disk for example. Output is 
the reverse — for instance, data sent out to a printer 


Interface: A hardware connection that enables 
your ST to communicate with a peripheral device. 
Could be a printer cable, or a hard drive connec- 
tion, for example 


ilobyte (K): 1024 bytes (not a thousand 
Ke because it's binary for 2 to the 

power 10). Also what you can get from an 
angry Rottweiler if you're not careful 


ow Resolution: Another of the ST's video 
display modes. Low Resolution has a display 

size of 320 horizontal dots by 200 vertical 
dots and can display 16 colours on screen at once. If 
you have a high resolution monitor, you can- 
not access Low Resolution mode. Also the Resolution 
most likely to be broken after New Year (the one 
about drinking, prob'ly) 


Loop: See Loop 


edium Resolution: The third of the 
Ni ST's three video display modes. Medium 

Resolution has a display size of 640 hori- 
zontal dots and 200 vertical dots and can display 
four colours on screen at once. Medium resolution 
cannot be accessed on a high resolution moni- 
tor. Also the New Year's resolution which lasts about 
three months (the one about smoking, prob'ly) 


Megabyte (M, MByte): A thousand kilobytes 
(see Kilobytes, Bytes). 


Memory: The electronic circuits inside the ST which 
store data and programs. There are two types: RAM 
(Random Access Memory) which loses its data if the 
power goes off; and ROM (Read Only Memory), where 
the main operating system is kept, which retains its 
data without power, but cannot be written to. Memory 
is also, er, um, what is it now? Er. Never mind 


Menu Bar: The bar at the top of the GEM Desk- 
top. When you start up, it displays the Desk, File, 
View and Options menu titles. Other applications 
may have different headings 


MIDI: Acronym for Musical Instrument Digital Inter- 
face. A builtin standard interface designed to con- 
nect your ST to a musical instrument such as a 
keyboard or a drum machine 


Modem: Short for MODulator/DEModulator. A 
device which enables you to connect your ST to a 
telephone line and thereby communicate with other 
remote computers and bulletin boards 


Monitor: A device like a TV set, but without the 
ability to tune into BBC1 or any other transmission. 
You plug it into the monitor socket on the ST which 
sends pure video signals straight to the screen, for a 
better, clearer picture. But no Neighbours 


Mouse: The device which moves the pointer around 
on screen. You slide it around on a flat surface and 
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the small rubber ball inside picks up the movement 
and relays it back to your ST, which updates the 
pointer’s position. A mouse also has two buttons on 
the top for selecting files and operating programs by 
clicking. Also a small furry rodent which gets Mum 
standing on a chair in the kitchen screaming 


Move Bar: The bar at the top of a window, just 
above the Information Line. You click on this bar 
to drag the whole window around the Desktop. 
Also what you do when you're chucked out of the pub 


ibble: Four bits, or half a byte. Also 
something you hope to get when you're out 


— er, fishing 


arallel Interface: A standard inter- 
p:::. for connecting your ST to a high- 

speed printer. It’s the one marked “Printer” 
on the back of your ST 


Partition: Hard disks are subdivided into smaller 
sections called partitions. To the ST, each partition 
looks like a separate disk drive, but they are actu- 
ally part of the same block of storage. Also the the 
thin plasterboard wall which allows you to hear next 
door when they're fighting or bonking 


PCB: Acronym for printed circuit board, which all the 
chips and components of the ST are soldered onto. 
Also PolyChlorinated Biphenyl, a nasty gas pumped 
into the atmosphere when you burn toxic waste 


Peripheral: Any device which can be connected to 
your ST, like a monitor, printer, disk drive, etc 


Pixels: The tiny dots which make up the ST’s video 
display. The name comes from “picture element” 


Pointer: The arrow which you move around the 
Desktop to select files and operate programs. Also 
a dog which seems to have something against 
wounded pheasants and blows the whistle on them 


Program File: A file which contains an applica- 
tion. Program file icons on the Desktop are 
boxes with a shaded top edge 


AMDisk: A program that creates a 
Rss. drive, which functions as a 
disk drive but is actually just a spare part 
of RAM. Very helpful for single drive owners who get 


tired of disk swapping, since it enables you to per- 
form copy operations in two quick moves 


RAM, ROM: See Memory 


Reset Button: The small, spring-loaded, grey 
button at the back of your ST. Presss this and the 
system re-boots (see Boot) and forgets whatever it 
was previously doing. This doesn't kill any internal 
viruses, though: to do that, you need to switch off 
the main power for at least 30 seconds 


Resolution: See High, Low and Medium 
Resolution 


RGB: Acronym for Red, Green, Blue. These are the 
three primary colours which the ST uses to create its 
colour video display. An ST has eight levels of inten- 
sity for each colour, creating 512 different colours. 
An STE has 16 intensity levels, giving 4096 colours 


Root Directory: Where a file is said to be when 


it's written directly onto a disk and isn't in a folder. 
Also a very very small map which shows termites 
the way to the bottom bit of a tree 


RS232: An_ industry-standard connection for 
peripherals which require serial information. Serial 
information is sent byte after byte down the inter- 
face cable. On the ST’s casing the RS232 port is 
marked “Modem,” although serial printers may 
also be connected here 


croll: To move information up, down left 
or right, using the slider bars at the side 
of the window 


Scroll Bar: One of two bars that border an active 
window. Click on the arrows at the ends of the 
bar and the information moves in that direction. The 
shaded portion represents information which is not 
currently visible on the screen. The white block shows 
the portion which can be seen and it can be moved 
with the arrows, by clicking on the shaded part or by 
dragging the block itself 


Sector: A section of a track on a floppy or 
hard disk. On an ST disk, each is 512 bytes long 


16-bit: A computer (like your ST) which can read in 
and write out 16 bits at a time. Consequently it runs 
a lot faster than 8-bit machines. 


Size Box: The small box at the lower righthand 
corner of a window which can be dragged to ex- 
pand or shrink the window. Doing so is called “sizing” 


Spacebar: The long horizontal key at the bottom of 
the keyboard which prints spaces when hit. Also a 
pub on the moon; the Ed's been there and he says it’s 
got no atmosphere 


i OS: Acronym for Tramiel Operating System, 
the main program stored on ROM inside 
the ST. It controls all the ST's functions and 
the operation of the disk drives, mouse, printer, 


video display and so on. In short, the brain of the ST 


Track: A circular path on a hard or floppy disk, 
which contains several sectors. The data on the 
disk is arranged into tracks like those on a record, so 
they can be read or written quickly 


Trash: The GEM Desktop icon which is used to 
delete files or folders from a disk. Once placed on 
the Trash icon, data is erased permanently 


irus: A nasty little program which is stored 
V in the bootsector (see Boot) of a disk 
and does strange things to your ST (see 
Ghost, for instance). It’s hidden, so you can't readily 
find it, and it runs when you boot from that disk. It lies 
in memory and can copy itself to other disks’ boot- 


sectors if not discovered and eradicated 


indow: The work area that the ST uses 
to display files and folders. You may 
have up to four windows on the Desk- 


top screen at once. Also the large glass object that 
stops your room being really dark all day 


Write-Protect: To prevent a disk from being writ- 
ten to by the disk drive. Every floppy disk has a 
small tab in the corner: set it so that you can see 
through the hole in the disk. When it’s in this position, 
no data (or viruses) can get onto the disk stf 
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=, CAPTIVE... prepare 


yourself for the game set 


4 to take action role 


playing games into anew 


suspended 
high-tech guardians fora 
crime you didn’t commit, 
a freak computer failure. 
brings you back to life, 


back to reality. 
Armed only with a 


briefcase computer found 
in the corner of your cell, 


you eventually make 


contact with your droids 


sympathetic to your. 
cause. So begins your 
quest for escape. 


ENAMEL 


CAPTIVE BADGE “'NODSCAPE 
WITH EVERY PURCHASE .....5..,.,n,u,r, 
FROM VIRGIN. INTERNATIONAL 


*While Stocks Last. 


it 8 ar eens pe mig te Bight 


Sv sg STEPHEN CODNTS 


FLIGHT 


THE VIRGIN GAMES CENTRES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


100 Oxford Street, London. 18 Merchant Street, Bristol. 64-66 Clarence 
Street, Kingston - Upon - Thames. Unit 6, West Gate Centre, Oxford. 


AND IN THE VIRGIN MEGASTORES AT: 


di 


527 Oxford Street, London (Marble Arch). 98 Corporation Street, Birmingham. 1 ier ‘Wastere 
Road, Brighton. 94-96 The Briggate, Leeds. 6-8 Wheelergate, Nottingham. 131 Princess Street, 

Edinburgh. Unit 4, Lewis's Building, Argyle Street, Glasgow. 14-18 Aston Quay, Dublin. Unit 1C, 
ering te Royal Avenue, Belfast. Unit 7-9, The Capitol, Queens Street, Cardiff. : 
SPECIALIST SOFTWARE DEPARTMENTS IN: : | 
The Virgin Megastore, 14-18 Oxford Street, London. The Virgin Megastore 28-32 Union Street, iced | 
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DARE TO WEAR THE ESWAT™ 
BADGE .... 


Criminals are running amok in Cyber City. Law and 
order no longer exists. Only ESWAT, the elite 
division of the Police are capable of restoring peace. 
Eam your stripes, impress your supervisors 
as a regular SWOT Cop, and you just might 
enter the ESWAT squad. It’s your only chance 
to even the score! 

Available on CBM 64/128 and Amstrad cassette & disk, 
Spectrum cassette, Amiga and Atari ST. 


Robocop 2 has justice in 
. mind — a kind of justice 
only he can deliver! 
Some of the most 

G : action-packed scenes 

3 ever devised 
for maximum 
entertainment value. 
Available on: 
Spectrum cassette & disk, 
Amstrad cartridge, 
Commodore cartridge, 
Atari ST and Amiga. 


TM & © 1990 Orion Pictures Corp. — All rights reserved. 


DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 


For The Atari ST 


SPECIALS 


3.5" disc head cleaner................- 3.95 
ST-CENTRONICS printer lead....6.95 
Neoprene Mouse Mat..............-.-. 3.95 
Quickjoy 2 Turbo Joystick 

Comp. Pro 5000 J/stick.... 
Joystick/Mouse Ext. Leads.. 

Naksha Mouse 


Timeworks Desktop Publisher..68.95 
Timeworks DTP Tutor 9! 
Easy Draw 2 

Supercharged Easy Draw 2 

Mini Office Graphs . 

K-Graph 3 

Deluxe Paint ... 


Cyber Studio... c 
Cyber Paint 
Cyber Sculpt 


PROGRAMMING 


Tempus 2-Programmers Editor .....29.95 
Hisoft Power Basic d 

Hisoft Basic (inc GEM li <).. 

GST C Compiler 

Hisoft C Interpreter... 

Prospero C Compiler... 


Hisoft Devpac V2 assembler-.......... 
Hisoft/OSS Personal Pascal 
Prospero Fortran 

Nevada Cobol (CPM).. 

Hisoft Wercs 

Hisoft Wercs Plus (inc GDOS) 


SPREADSHEETS / FINANCIAL 


Mini Office Spreadsheet 

DG Calc by Digita 

K-Spread 3 by Kuma. 

K-Spread 4 by Kuma. 

Home Accounts by Digita. 

Personal Finance Mgr Plus 

Personal Tax Planner by Digita ...28.95 
Cashbook Controller 


Prodata see "Specials" .... 

Data Manager Professional 
B.Base 2 by B.Ware 

Super Card Index by B.Ware.... 
DG Base, by Digita 


NEW!! PROTEXT version 5 
Still a very fast, non-GEM wp 
package, but now benefits from pull- 
down menus and better mouse 
control (although all current key press 
commands are still available), holds 
up to 36 documents in memory, 
newspaper style columns, new Collins 
dictionary, new file selector. Still the 


VIDI-ST 
The best value video digitiser 
available for the ST. Grabs mono 
images in 16 shades from any 


domestic VCR (with composite video 
output) to be saved as NEO or Degas 


files for use with other graphic or 
D.T.P. software. 


best wp for using your printers fonts |RRP £99.95 our price £79.95 


and effects, rather than waiting for 
pea font' print outs. 1 Mb required 
RP £149.95 _ our price £99.95 


Protext 5 Demo Disc £5.00 
Protext 4.2 still available £64.95 
Protext 4.2 Demo Disc £5.00 


PRODATA 
Arnor'’s new database will not 
disappoint. Features excellent data 
layout facilities, including a wide 
range of printer effects, 10 indexes 
per daia file, and uses many of 
Protext's editing commands. 
RRP £79.95 our price £55.95 
Prodata Demo Disc £5.00 


PRO-PACK!! 
Protext v5 and Prodata 


£149.95 


CUMANA 
CSA 354 2ND DISC DRIVES 
quality external second 3.5" double 
sided disc drive, 
INCLUDING PSU AND CABLE. 


£69.95 


WORD PROCESSING PRINTER RIBBONS 


Protext 
First Word Plus . 


Ss sen 


ST 3-d Graphics 

ST Machine Language 
ST Tricks and Tips 

ST Basic to C 


Others 


The C Language. by K&R 23.95 
Big Red Book of C ..7.50 
Pascal: A Beginners Guide......... 6.50 
The Game makers Manual 11.95 


HITACHI VIDEO CAMERA 
Basic black & white CCTV camera 
ideal for digitising with VIDI-ST. 
£219.95 


VIDI-PACK 
VIDI-ST 
HITACHI VIDEO CAMERA 
£289.95 


STOS-THE GAME CREATOR 
STOS Basic Interpreter 
STOS Add-on Compiler .. 
STOS PLUS COMPILER 
STOS Maestro 


Game Makers Manual (book).£11.95 


MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
SPREADSHEET 
PRESENTATION GRAPHICS 
COMMUNICATIONS 
£15.95 EACH 


2 FOR £30.00 


itible ribbons 
Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 range .3.50 
Star LO-10 Momno..............eeseseeee 3.95 
Panasonic KXP-1080/1081/11243.95 
Citizen 120-D/Plus/Swift 24 ........ 3.95 


Manufacturers original ribbons 
Panasonic KXP-1080/1081 .......... 6.95 
Panasonic KXP-1124 7.95 
Star LC-10 Mono 

Star LC24-10 

Star LC-10 Colour. 

Star LC-200 Mono By 
Star LC24-200 Mono.............-..-++ 4.95 
Star LC24-200 Long Life Mono...7.50 
Star LC-200 Colour y 
Star LC24-200 Colour 


Heat Transfer Ribbons 
produces iron-on transfers. 
Citizen 120-D 

Panasonic KXP 1081 

Star LC-10 Mono 

Star LC-10 Colour 


PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE TO THE UK. 
Education, Local Authority and Government orders welcomed. 


Overseas customers also welcome, please call or write for quotations 
All goods subject to availability, all prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. 


2, The Arches, Icknield Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1UJ 


CALLERS WELCOME 9.30 TO 5.00 (6 DAYS) 


M.J.C. SUPPLIES (SF) 


EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 


by Database Educational 
Fun School 2 for 2-6 years 
Fun School 2 for 6-8's .. 

Fun School 2 for 8-12's 

Fun School 3 for 2-5' 

Fun School 3 for 5-7's 


by Kosmos Software 
Answerback Junior Quiz (6-11) 
Answerback Senior Quiz (12+) 
Factfile Spelling (6-11 

Factfile Arithmetic (6- 


French Mistress (12-adult) 
German Master (12-adult) 
Spanish Tutor (12-adult)... 
alan tur (i pain 


taba tight an to 9 year olds. 

Assumes no initial reading ability. 

1. Prof pens a New Game 17.95 
includes audio tape, and 5 booklets 

2. Prof Looks at Words 


by B.Bytes 

B. Spell (5-8) 

Schooltime Maths (over 5's). 
Play-Spell (7 and over) 
Others 


Hooray for Henrietta (5-12) 
Primary Maths Course (3-12) 
Micro Maths (11-GCSE) 
Let's Spell at Home (4-9).. 
Let's Spell at Shops (4-9) 
Mavis Beacon Typing (12+) 


MUSIC & SAMPLERS 


NEW!! Mastersound 2 
STOS Maestro Plus 
NEW!! Replay 8 
Replay Professional ... 


DUST COVERS 


All nylon fabric, not PVC type. 
STFM/STE keyboard . ea 
Atari SM124 Monitor 

Philips CM8833 Monitor.... 

Star LC10, Mk1, 2 or Colour 

Star LC24-10 

Panasonic KXP1081 .. 

Panasonic KXP1124 a5: 
Citizen 120 D and Plus. ............... 4.95 


MISCELLANEOUS SOFTWARE 


NEODESK 3 
£28.95 


Hisoft Twist 

Hisoft Turbo ST 

Hisoft Knife ST 

Flexidump (9 pin Mono only) 


Flexidump Plus 


EUROCARD 


Telephone orders and enquiries: Letchworth (0462) 48.11.66 (6 lines) 
Fax: (0462) 670301 


Prop M. J. Cooper 


Mark “Deadeye” Higham 
(left) and the FORMAT gang, for 
Monging Power without a licence, 
Marauding without due care and 
attention and Commanding Battle 
without a clue. Reward? You’re joking! 


Gob-smacking animation and 
absorbing puzzles abound in 
this Arabian FORMAT Gold 
winner page 96 


Re 4 sh 
Go on a mad Saddam-style rampage through towns and villages, 


subjugating people and elevating yourself to the position of divine 
leader page 70 


In this follow-up to Carrier Command, you 
trade in your trusty aircraft carrier for a spanking 
new Mauler tank. Load up your cannon, race 
around through the undergrowth and blast 
everything in sight page 86 


After the original Robocop 

spent more than 80 weeks in the 
number one slot, Ocean are try- 
ing to repeat that success with 
this platform follow-up. Is this 
one worth dying for? page 77 


ROBOCOP 2 


THE STF RATINGS 
SYSTEM 


GRAPHICS: A score out of ten for the quality of 
visuals and animation, including how big and colourful the 
sprites are, how smooth the scrolling is, and so on. 


SOUNDTRACK: (out of ten) Sampled sounds 
are realistic and rate highly but ST sound chip noises tend 
to send your eardrums convulsing 


(MN TELLIGENCES (out of ten) How clever do you 
need to be to tackle the game? Puzzle and strategy games 
should be tough; few shoot-em-ups are mentally taxing 


INSTANT APPEALS (out of ten) You take the 
game out of the box and drop it in the drive. How well does 
it draw you in? How easy is it to get into? 


LONG TERM INTEREST: (out of ten) 
You've had the game for a couple of weeks. Is it covered in 
dust, in the bin or still in your disk drive? 


OWVERALL: (a percentage) Terrific graphics and 
wonderful sound make a game look hot, but they don’t 
make it great. The overall score comes after joint 
discussion between the FORMAT reviewers and depends 
on the quality of the gameplay and its long-term appeal 


@ It is FORMAT policy to review only finished games - the 
games you could buy — never incomplete or demo versions 
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ENCHANTED LANDS 


Snuffly, cuddly animals rear their colourful 
heads in this brand new cutesy game from 
Germany page 75 


ST FORMAT takes its life in its hands and 
joins up with the Cyber Police. We pull no 
punches and tell it like itis page 99 


HORROR ZOMBIES 


Yeoowww! Step inside a haunted mansion 
and watch your most violent nightmares 
transform into hideous reality page 84 


JUDGE DREDD 


The honest policeman has 
been transformed into a judge 
to keep crime to a minimum in 
Mega City One. Even up the 
score by turning the city into 
a bloodbath page 100 


LINE OF FIRE 


Terrorists have captured a Rapier machine 
gun. Can you get it back again without being 
blasted into infinity? page 90 


MATRIX MARAUDERS 


Bloodthirsty, futuristic sports games are in 
vogue and this is one of the bloodiest. Strap 
yourself in, grip that accelerator and prepare 
for a full body transplant page 79 


MYSTICAL 


Don your dirty trenchcoat, get out your magic 
wand, flash it about to cast spells and zap the 
baddies. Paul Daniels, watch out! page 93 


STUN RUNNER 


Put your foot to the floor and charge through 
tunnels in this futuristic race-’em-and-chuck- 
up game page 79 


WELLTRIS 


The Russian programmer responsible for the 
hugely addictive Tetris has turned his idea 
into 3D. It’s almost guaranteed to give you 
tunnel vision page 95 


TEENAGE MUTANT HERO TURTLES 


Cowa-bleedin’-bunga! Those pizza-loving, vomitinducing reptiles are here! page 88 
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peer 


od games like Supremacy, 
Millennium 2.2, UMS 2, 
Populous and Sim City are 
hypnotically compulsive. None of 
them, though, had as much to live up 
to as Powermonger. It’s the latest 
game from the Bullfrogs, the pro- 
grammers who created Populous, 
which was deservedly one of the 
biggest-selling ST games of all time. 
But although this is a God game 
played on an isometric 3D land- 
scape, that’s where any similarity to 
Populous reaches an abrupt end. 
Your ambition in Powermonger is 
to conquer a staggering 195 territo- 
ries — but you handle each of them 
individually, so in any single game 
the objective is to win just one terri- 
tory. You can then save your position 
to disk with the save-game option, 
coming back later to tackle more. 
An overview map in the top left 
of the screen shows the entire terri- 


WAR: A GUIDE FOR THE UNINITIATED 


That expanse of space in the centre of the screen is devoted to displaying a detail of the landscape, but all your 


ELECTRONIC ARTS £29.99 


If you’re the sort who longs for a starring role in 
the Gulf War, or have a ghoulish fascination with 


Ve 


dead bodies, or you’re just plain power hungry, 
then your needs are about to be satisfied, 


sicko. Forget all the rumours and play 
Powermonger for yourself - finally. 
Mark Higham discovers how to 
subjugate villages and bring a 
nation under your command 


tory you're playing on, while a 
detailed close-up map reveals a 
small section of it in impressive 3D. 
You can use this to zoom in on indi- 
vidual characters, settlements and 
battles. By clicking on four icons at 
the top of the screen you can spot- 
light settlements, people, roads and 
contours on the overview map to 


help plan where 
to direct your 
campaign. 

To initiate a 
move you first 
select a Captain 
from your ranks and 
then send him off with his 
men to subjugate a village, 


decisions are made by clicking on the icons round the map. When you make a move where a location must be speci- 


fied (as in the case of Attack, Trade and Invent), you choose your destination by clicking on the small overview map 


GET FOOD Instructs your army to visit a specified village 
and gather any food you find. The amount you come back 
with depends on your Captain’s “Posture” setting 


GO HOME If a battle gets too 
tough you can withdraw by click- 
ing here. Your Captain returns to 


POSTURE Click on one, two or 
three swords to determine 
your aggression level. The 


“Posture” setting affects all 
sorts of things in the game. On 
a high aggression level you 
find it very hard to strike an 
alliance with someone but you 
are able to kill many more 
villagers in an attack. You can 
set Captains up so they each 
have different posture settings 


DISK OPTIONS Besides load- 
ing and saving the game, this 
icon also gives you the oppor- 
tunity to switch to multi-play 


SPY This enables you to send 
out a spy to infiltrate your 
enemies’ village and bring 
back useful information 


ALLIANCE This icon gives 
you the chance to form an 
alliance with a village 
held by the opposition 


TRADE Provided you haven’t fought a village 
previously, you can offer to trade with it. 
You may pick up weapons or food, depend- 


ing on the village’s surplus stock 


QUERY Click anywhere on the main map with 


his home village with all his men 


Your Captain 


overview 


TRANSFER MEN In serious 
and lengthy games you can 
accumulate up to four 
Captains. This icon enables 
you to transfer men from 
one Captain to another. 


SUPPLY FOOD Click here to 
dispatch a Captain to drop food 
at a specified location 


DE-RANK This icon disbands 
a Captain’s men. The number 
disbanded depends on the 
Captain’s posture setting 


GET MEN Enables you to recruit 
men into your Captain’s army 


EQUIP INVENTION Once you’ve 
developed a weapon you can 
give it to your men, improving 
their fighting abilities 


SEND GAPTAIN Move your 
Captain around the map with 
this icon and all his men follow 


INVENT Provided you 
have a workshop in your 
villages, you can build or 
develop new weapons 


DROP INVENTION Enables 
you to leave an invention 
with another village 


ATTACK Send your men out 
to take over a new village. 
Villages with a workshop 


DROP FOOD Enables you to drop 
a cache of food so you can pick 


this icon highlighted and you receive additional 
details. This is useful for discovering the 
strength of a village before you attack it 
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The number of men trans- 
ferred also depends on 
your posture setting 


it up later. The amount of food 
you drop is determined by your 
Captain’s aggression level 


are the best to attack, 
since you can then begin to 
develop your own weapons 
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Using the Query icon, you can 
call up details about any area of 
the landscape. Here, you have 
clicked on a workshop and 
you’re duly informed that the 
people are developing pikes 


@ Use a datalink to connect 
two STs together and you can 
play Powermonger against a 
friend. Build up an effective 
arsenal of weapons and try to 
wipe him off the island before 
he turns on you. Don’t get the 
wrong idea: this isn’t war, it’s 
just a game - a sweaty, bloody 
and enthralling game 


trade or form an alliance. At the start 
of a game you have only one Captain 
but you can accumulate more as you 
press foward. 

In the first territory all you have 
to do to win is race round the island 
and attack every settlement you can 
lay your sword to before your obedi- 
ent serfs starve to death. To attack, 
you select the Attack icon and then 
highlight the settlement you want to 
target. Your men race off to it and 
begin to attack. If it’s equipped with 
superior weapons you're likely to fail 
— and in this case small angels rise 
from the battlefield as your men are 
sliced to death. If you succeed in 
defeating the village, your men 
gather in a circle around your Cap- 
tain until you decide what audacious 
move to make next. 

Usually you wouldn't charge 
short-sightedly into battle. Instead 
you first check how far the village 
tribe have advanced and how many 
people live in the village. You may 
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STRAIGHT FROM THE PROGRAMMER’S MOUTH 


To get you off on the right track, 
FORMAT went to programming team 
Bullfrog’s head honcho, Peter 
Molyneux, to get you his Top Ten 
Tips for advancing through the early 
stages of the game. 

Take it away, Peter... 


You don’t have to conquer all 
195 territories to win the game: 
you just have to go from the top left 
of the main map down to the bottom 
right. Picking a route going approxi- 
mately diagonally down the big map 
is obviously the shortest way to 
go, but of course when we 
designed the worlds we 
realised this and put 
some real toughies 

in your way. 


© If you do 
happen to 
meet a_par- 
ticularly tough 
land, consider 
going around 
this territory to 
find an easier one. 


If you start a ter- 
(3) ritory with more 
than one computer oppo- 
nent, watch what they do. If they 
start attacking each other they have 
been set up in a state of war. Pick 
your side carefully and make an 
alliance with the better side (by 
clicking on the Hands icon on the 
left side and then selecting one of 
his villages). This enables you to 
use all of his resources, such as 
food and equipment. Be careful if 
you break the alliance, though, 
since he'll then tend to pick your vil- 
lages to attack. Also, he has the 
capacity to break the alliance as 
well, so don’t trust him too much. 


need to send a spy out to gather this 
information, in which case you have 
to wait for him to reach the destina- 
tion before you can respond. 

If the people are intelligent they 
may have developed pikes, bows or 
even cannons. Each weapon, natu- 
rally enough, has different abilities — 


| our ansuer as urong You 
Hove been deened unworthy)” = 
- to rule this foir land. bi 
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When you first start into a terri- 
tory, check how many men 
are under your command. Click 
on some of these troops to 
see if they are using any 
weapons. 


Beware whenever 

you attack towns 
which have been invent- 
ing weapons. The people 
from these towns try to 
pick up the weapons from 
their workshop _ before 
engaging you in battle. 


If a town has weapons, try <<" 


to ambush the people when 
they are far from the town. This 
stops them picking up the weapons. 


Sometimes it is worth invent- 

ing rather than attacking. Bear 
in mind that a person equipped with 
a pike can kill as many as two 
people holding nothing, and some- 
one equipped with a sword can kill 
up to three people holding nothing. 
A bow means the person holding it 
can kill from a distance, and can- 
nons or catapults are deadly. 


If you have invented bows, it’s 

a good idea to have an army 
equipped half with bows and half 
with other weapons. 


Bear in mind that a character’s 

strength in hand to hand com- 
bat depends on his age and how 
much he likes you. This also applies 
to the power of bowmen. 


It takes a very long time to pro- 
duce a cannon or catapult — 
but if the town that’s in the process 
of making it is defeated, the stage 
that the cannon was at is saved, so 


“This is one of the most 
absorbing games 
around, in the same 
league as Supremacy 
and Millennium 2.2” 


@ With two Captains, you can proceed much more quickly, ravaging 


the lands and subjugating the people twice as fast 


@ Bullfrog’s main man, Peter 
Molyneux, gives his own 
advice for getting to grips 
with Powermonger 


the victor has less time to wait for 
the finished weapon . 

Thanks, Peter. A round of applause 
for Peter, ladies and gentle— 


Don’t be afraid to run away 
from a battle if things start 
looking bad for you. 


around with less than four men 
—he is often picked on and killed by 
unfriendly villages. 


Qin let your king wander 


It’s a good idea to try and get 
at least one town with a work- 
shop early on in the game. 


At this point we decided to switch 
on our tape-recorder and leave 
Peter sitting on a rock, staring into 
the sunset, reeling out tips to 
Powermonger. Watch for more in 
future issues of ST FORMAT! 


a bow or cannon can fire on you 
from a great distance and pikes can 
easily kill two people with one blow. 

Instead of attacking a village 
armed with this kind of technology, 
its in your interests to form an 
alliance instead. By joining forces 
with another Captain you increase 
your attacking ability and proceed 
twice as quickly around the map. You 
can leave one Captain and his men 
to develop weapons and another to 
attack or recruit other villages. 

It's wise to spend time inventing 
your own weapons. The more time 
you give villages to develop a 
weapon, the better the object they 
come up with. But you have to 
remember that all the time weapons 
are being developed in your villages, 
they're being invented in the villages 
belonging to your enemy as well. 

A pair of scales at the bottom 
left of the screen indicate your 
progress. When the scales have 
tipped in your favour you can retire 
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INDIANA JONES BATMAN 


™M& COMI by Lucasfilm Ltd [LFL] All rights Reserved, TM & ©1964 DC Comics Inc. 


AMSTRAD 
SPECTRUM 
COMMODORE 


OCEAN SOFTWARE LIMITED - 6 CENTRAL STREET - MANCHESTER - M2 5NS - TEL: 061 832 6633 - FAX: 061 834 0650 


ROBOCOP TM & 


ANIGA ATARI ST (*7== 


PICTURES CORP ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ©1989 Columbia Pictures Industries Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


TWICE THE 
THRILL 


The Bullfrogs have always been fasci- 
nated by the of idea of multi-player 
games — and who can blame them? 
The idea of playing against a friend 
rather than a computer opponent is 
enough to make your hands sweat in 
anticipation. In Powermonger there are 
two forms of multi-player mode avail- 
able, and both demand that each 
player competes on a separate ST. You 
can connect the two machines using 
either a data or modem link. To con- 
nect the machines using a datalink, 
you need to buy yourself an RS232 
lead (just £10.95 from Lightwave, = 051 
639 5050). This method demands that 
both STs be in the same room. The 
alternative, a modem link, requires 
both players to own their own 
modems, This is more costly but the 
connection between the STs is then 
made across the telephone line, 
enabling you to play either against 
your mate next door or your Swedish 
pen-friend. 

When in multi-player mode both 
players choose their side from any of 
four tribes. The view shown on your ST 
is identical to that in a single-player 
game, but when you raid a village it 
belongs to your friend and not an 
invisible opponent. For more of a chal- 
lenge, you can opt to switch on up to 
two computer opponents who also 
play on the same map. You then need 
to defeat his villages as well as those 
belonging to your mate if you want to 
win Powermonger. 


BS from the fight. You're then informed 
that you've won the island and you're 
returned to the main map where you 
can select the next adjacent territory 
to attack. 

In the more advanced games 
you can have as many as four com- 
puter opponents all competing for 
prime spots on the territory. They 
often develop weapons judiciously 
and then attack with prime accuracy. 
You don't win the game 
by being nasty but by 
caring for your people’s 
needs. You must keep 
them supplied with food 
and be sure to attempt 
alliances and trade, not 
just whip out your 
sword and go on a 
bloodthirsty search for flesh. 


EFFECTS 
This is no simple rehash of Popu- 
lous. Although the isometric 3D 
playing area looks similar, the land- 
scape has so much extra detail that 
its radically different. Villages com- 
prise taverns, workshops and barns, 
with smoke effectively pouring out of 
the occasional chimney. Every char- 
acter in the game is represented by 
a small graphic and even has its own 
name. Using a Query icon you can 
click on each character and display 
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Why is it, we wonder, 
that some magazines 
reviewed Power- 
monger three and 
even four months 
ago when this is the 
first finished copy? 


his name and profession. There are 
even sheep roaming the fields and 
birds flying through the trees. 

Complicating your viewpoint and 
affecting your villages’ ability to pro- 
duce food are regular falls of rain 
and snow. When the snow falls on 
the landscape, everywhere pales 
gradually into white. 

Sound effects are equally com- 
prehensive, and for once they aren't 
limited to a handful of spot indeter- 
minable grunts. Instead, you're 
treated to the sampled sounds of 
sheep baaing, birds singing and men 
going to work in villages. This adds a 
whole dimension to the gameplay: if 
you merely overhear the men in 
enemy villages working you may 
want to go there and put a stop to 
their ambitious designs. 


VERDICT 

Each year there are a tiny handful of 
games which look like something 
really special — the ultimate game? 
Although Powermonger is a techni- 
cally better game than Populous, 
however, it doesn’t have the same 
immediate appeal, and this is going 
to prove off-putting — particularly to 
people who've just bought their ST 
and are new to strategy-war games. 

Sadly, what lets Powermonger 
down most is its 44-page manual. It 
adequately explains how each icon 
can be used and how to utilise the dif- 
ferent options to your own advantage, 
but unlike comparable manuals such 
as Supremacy’s and Imperium’s, it 
lacks a walk-through of the first few 
minutes of play. Instead, you're 
tossed into the action and left merci- 
lessly to your own devices to work 
out by trial and error the best way to 
win a campaign. Thus, the first time 
you pick up Powermonger you're not 
sure whether you should concentrate 
on inventing new weapons or just 
stick to your sword and dart round 
the island using it on 
every poor little home- 
stead you can reach. 

Nevertheless, once 
you've finally worked out 
how to proceed this is 
one of the most absorb- 
ing games around, in 
the same league as Su- 
premacy and Millennium 2.2. With 
astonishing attention to detail and an 
engrossing range of options at your 
fingertips, you just can’t stop con- 
quering villages. 

MARK HIGHAM 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 7 
LONG TERM INTEREST 9 


OVERALL 93% 


LEISURE 


INTO THE POWERMONGER DOMAIN 


The conquest is about to start. 

At the beginning of a game you 

have just one Captain. All your 
men gather round, waiting for the 
command to go into battle 


You examine the map and zoom in on a 

village. It might be worth attacking, but 

before you make a move check that the 
village has a workshop. You can invent 
weapons only in villages equipped with one 


You’ve (below) They race 
decided through the countryside, 
this vil- rapidly reaching their 

lage is yours, destination. Note that the 
so send all Captain doesn’t venture into 


your men off to 
battle 


battle but stays behind and 
waits for the outcome 


Time to 

get those 

swords 
moving and 
slice your 
opponents 
into pieces 


(right) The rising 

angels indicate 

casualties in your 
army. Though men have 
died, you've still been able 
to take over the village 


After the fight your men 
circle round and wait 
for another command 


Now try 
9 and form 

an alliance 
with another vil- 
lage. This could 
be helpful to 
your campaign 


(below) Send them out to 
develop weapons. Click on the 
workshop to see what’s in progress 


Bi 
4% Tolbetth 
TITt 


are discontent 


The alliance 

is accepted. 

You now 
have access to 
that tribe’s 
settlements and 
resources 


You find another village 
cA which looks like it might 

be a promising target, so 
you send out a spy to gather 
information. When he returns 
you have full details of the 
stage of advancement of the 
village. Here you can see 
they’re developing pikes 


war in the middle of winter - then 

watch as your 
people die off. But 
fortunately there are 
enough survivors to 
win you the village 


12 (right) Afraid of their skill, you go to 


(right) Retire 
from the game, 
having won the 


; : first island. That was 
: ae : easy enough - but 
E es A your opponents get 


ae NS more and more 
The adjacent island. You __yicious from now on 
look around to see if you 
find anything interesting 


(left) You’ve 
discovered a 
workshop, so 


you take a look inside 


Dead already! 

These bad 

guys aren’t 
stupid — you don’t 
get much time to 
explore land and 
develop weapons 


(right) Build some 
16 | weapons and prepare 
for a fight. Before you 
know it, your enemies sneak 


up behind you and attack 
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@ Watch out for that wasp! Owww! Too late! Getting stung reduces 
your “juice count” or energy and draws the game nearer to a close 


here are hideous creatures 
with antennae and more 
than a natural number of 
legs needing to be dealt with. The 
invasion must be stopped, and 
there’s only one person suitable for 
the dirty job. It's not the ordinary 
alien attack from Planet X that we're 
talking about here. It’s insects — and 
they've taken over the whole house. 
Your day’s work starts in a quiet 
and secluded culdesac. Seven 
houses are infested by larger-than- 
life insects, animated household 
garbage and worse. You are a 
spooky disembodied hand hovering 
around the screen and must stomp, 
squash and splatter the creatures as 
they come toward you. 
The variety of pests is stagger- 
ing — over-large flies, toy tanks and 
killer tomatoes, to name but a few. If 


they fly you have to catch them in 
your hand to kill them. If they don’t, 
you can kill them by swatting them 
with a quick downward swipe. 

As your kill ratio goes up, the 
floor tile directly below you changes 
colour. Fill up an entire strip with 
your colour and you're onto the next 
screen. Each house also has a 
bonus level where you can gain extra 
points with no harm to yourself. 

In the first couple of houses, you 
must shoot rats as they scurry 
around the shelves of the scullery. 
There are plenty of others too — 
wasps hover enticingly near with 
their stingers out and bombs 


threaten to blow your fingers off. 
You've got more than dishpan hands 
to worry about here: allow them to 
be hit too often and it’s curtains. 


@ If you can’t stand the heat, get out of the kitchen. The red player 
Zaps some creatures from afar, while blue is hassled by that wasp 


LEISURE 


EFFECTS 

The interior design of the houses is 
well done, but they're just back- 
grounds — pretty pictures against 
which you engage the enemy. They 
don’t actually affect the gameplay at 
all. Movement of the disembodied 
hand, your playing sprite, is fluid and 
lifelike — but the creatures are so 
cute it seems a shame to kill them. 
Their tiny forms fall lifeless to the 
floor and lie there, stuck to the car- 
pet by their own oozing guts. (Sob!) 

Plenty of squelchy and splatty 
sounds accompany your death-deal- 
ing blows. There’s also an up-tempo 
tune which adds a sense of urgency 
to your thankless task. 


VERDICT 
Exterminator must be one of the 
most original arcade games! It’s easy 
enough to get to grips with the con- 
trols straightaway, but the gameplay 
is challenging enough to keep you 
coming back for more. The two 
player mode — where two of you play 
left and right hands — adds another 
dimension. It has all the classic 
arcade elements which make a game 
stand out from the crowd. While you 
may not play it for hours on end, 
you'll feel the urge to come back 
often enough. 

ADAM WARING 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 9 
LONG TERM INTEREST 8 


OVERALL 87% 


BUGS? YOU CAN SQUISH ’EM, SQUASH ’EM OR EVEN ZAP ’EM! 


There’s a staggering range of household menaces to be exterminated, but luckily you have several ingenious methods of dealing with 
them. All have been very cleverly implemented and fluidly animated - and all it takes is some logical moves of the joystick controls 


Pounding, — 
can squash 
floor-bound 

enemies as flat 
as pancakes by 
bringing your 
clenched fist 
down sharply. If 
there’s a nasty 
directly below 
you, it becomes 
just another 
sticky mess on 
the floorboards 


‘clit You can crush 
flying monsters in your 
palm. Simply press Fire 
when the creature is 
directly in front of your 
grasp and it crumples up 
and falls to the floor 


issue 19-FEBRUARY-91 


“oo | You can destroy 
the blighters at a dis- 
tance by zapping ’em. 
Pressing Fire while at the 
very edge of the screen 
shoots a stream of bullets 
from your index finger 
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@ “Your move, creep.” Robocop 
tries reasoning with the lift, the 
filing cabinet and the cupboard 
before realising that the perps 
are right behind him, giggling 


ou've seen the film, bought 
the T-shirt, the video, the 
Ef poster and the battery- 
operated rubber effigy, now it’s time 
to play the game, again. Robocop is 
back, with a neat line in lethal 
response. His (your) mission is to 
penetrate a drugs network and 
arrest the laboratory technicians 
who've created the highly addictive 
drug, Nuke. You must ensure that 
Robo doesn't inadvertently pop these 
guys off in a battle-frenzy, since you 
need the arrest points for later. 
Everyone else is dead meat — apart 
from one leather-clad, laser-toting 
female who also needs the long, 
strong arm of the law to get her to 
see reason. 

So off you trot, breaking boxes 
open, riding lifts 


and floating on hover-platforms in 
your search for Nuke, extra 
weaponry and the secret of eternal 
happiness. Clear out the drugs base 
and you move on to mental dexterity 
puzzles which could help you regain 
some of Robo’s _ pre-cyborg 
humanity. 

Then after a test on the firing 
range you get to meet Cain, the evil 
drug baron. He’s holed up in his hide- 
away at the Tokogawa Brewery, 
where you must avoid the temptation 
to organise a proverbial and defeat 
him instead. 

However, that’s not the end for 
Cain. He returns as the drug-crazed 
OCP robot and he’s not a happy man 
- er, cyborg. During a demonstration 
of his abilities at the Civic Centrum, 


“No-one gets dinner unless 
he’s washed his hands,” says big 
Uncle Robo. “Mine are clean 
already,” says lab technician 
Henry, about to lunch on lead 
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some 

unfortunate fool waves a 

canister of Nuke around and Cain 

starts going cold turkey. Robo 

emerges for the final showdown and 
it’s all down to you from there. 


EFFECTS 
The first thing you notice on the 
graphical front is the smoothness of 
Robo’s animation. He may not be the 
most controllable sprite in the world 
(he has a tendency to refuse to jump 
where you want him to), but he’s cer- 
tainly among the slickest. Other inci- 
dental animation is crisp and clear, 
well-defined against a detailed back- 


drop which helps you to spot 
dangers early. No aciieed- 
house, eye-confusing colour 
schemes here -— it’s all first- 
rate arcade clarity. 

The sound effects are a 
bit twee, though. They add 
nothing to the atmosphere 
and merely inform you that 
you've been hit or you've hit 
something else. 

However, the music is 
(for a chip-tune) quite remarkable. It 
took an astonishing 24 hours of 
continuous play before | finally 
cracked and had to kill the sound. 
That's a sure sign of a (relatively) 


All together now: “E is for energy, pure and sweet. N is for Nuke, 
the poor junkie’s treat.” That’s the trouble with prime directives. 
Everything’s just so cut and dried... 


LEISURE 


& “Think it over, creep. Don’t 
eat between meals, don’t 
smoke, don’t drink and 
never, ever do anything 
perverse with dumb 
animals.” - From Mr Rob 
O’Cop’s Annual Lecture for 
Wayward Boys and Girls 


Tin legs and iron hands are useless 
when energy bolts fall from the ceiling. 
Feel the surge of power all the way 
down to your reinforced steel jockstrap 


pleasant intro tune. Ennio Morricone 
would be proud of it. 


VERDICT 

Robocop 2 is tough - tougher than is 
perhaps necessary, but not unbeat- 
able. Too high a level of difficulty on 
the first stage makes it frustrating 
but not unattractive: the desire to 
continue and win through surpasses 
the desire to switch off and do some- 
thing easier — and that’s the mark of 
a good game. Buy it and you'll be 
swearing, throwing the joystick 
around, missing your tea and staying 
up into the night. But you'll love every 
minute of it. Your move, creep. 

NEIL JACKSON 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 
LONG TERM INTEREST 7 


OVERALL 84% 
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Hard Drive Features | Internal Mega ST hard drives available call for details & prices Tape Backup Features 
“Faster than any other competitor *155M/Byte tape backup 
*Autoboot & autohead park "Backs up 20 M/Bytes in under 2 Mins 
*Battery backed realtime clock - 
atid Galendir Supports internal SCSI drive 
"External 
“Compatible with Atari ST, PC ate Deleore 
and also Apple Mackintosh. "Uses industry standard CT600N 
tt 
*High speed programmable cassettes 
caching software included : *Compatible with all hard drives 
*DMA in & out and also SCSI in “Backs up all non standard 
= / GEM formats 


& out 


“Supports a second hard drive or 
tape backup device 


“Upto 128 user partitions 


*Matched in Atari grey with air 
brushed logo 


*65 watt cased astec PSU with 
cooling fan 


Professioanl Pack includes K- Spread 3, Superbase Personal, 1st Word & ST Basic 


155MB Tape Backup £699.9 


Backup £1199.99 


* Supplied with the very best backup 
utilities and comprehensive manual 


*DMA in & out also SCSI in & out 
*Battery backed realtime clock 


9 


Third Coast H 
22M/Byte SCSI hard drive 49 milli, . £349.99 . £399.99 Hard drive. DIY, kits, for. SCSI].& ST506. drives. 
45M/Byte SCSI 25 milli auto park. . £449.99 50M/Byte SCSI 25 milli auto park. . £499.99 | Connect IBM PC ie beac aa hee ee 
65M/Byte SCSI 25 milli auto park. . £599.99 85M/Byte SCSI 25 milli auto park. . £649.99 | the ST upto two drives off one 
106M/Byte SCSI 15 milli auto park . £899.99 150M/Byte SCSI 15 milli auto park . £1250.00 controle) 


330M/Byte SCSI 11 milli auto park . .£1999.00 44M/Byte removable cartridge drive .£799.99 


*Upto 100% speed increase 
“Hardware & software cache disable & enable option 


£199. 99 * Desktop publishing, CAD and other applications increased by a 
minimum of 88% 


°99% compatible with ST hardware & software 
* Full comprehensive manual with detailed fitting instructions 
* Fully user installable 


“Double the speed of your ST” 


ST Workd/ST Format 


*Full twelve months telephone support & warranty 
*Allows your ST to perform like a 386 PC 
Hypercache 030 for the Mega ST range | 


available soon call for details 


pi. Kit 


- TG 


ICD DMA/SGSI Adapter (No Clock) £69.99 ICD DMA/SCSI Adapter With Clock £99.99 
Complete Kit Ready For SCSI Drive £199.99 Complete Kit Ready Kor ST506 Drive £299.99 


Omti 3527 SCSI/ST506 Controller £99.99 
Complete kits include host adapter board, PSU and all features 
listed in hard drive advert. These kits will allow any ST506 or 
embedded SCSI drive to be connected to any Atari ST 


‘Fhe. Ultimate SF-Gopying Device. . 


It’s a lethal copying tool 


; 


Happy ST Copier 


5 
2 
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1M/Byte internal 
replacement offers 
extended track count upto 
84 tracks fully software Hardware virus protector offers total protection 
compatible slight case against all link virus & boot block virus. Disable 
modification required switch, Plugs into your disk drive port. Never be 
scien cubidea he infected again. Also supplied with virus killer & manual 


IMB External Drives Have Built Power Supply 
MB internal 82 track £58.99 IMB internal 84 track £69.99 


MB external 80 track £59.99 1MB external 84 track £79.99 


Backups all Atari software as well as most Amiga and PC. Requires no 
external floppy drive to run. Software updates available every week. 
Over 200 copying routines included with the cartridge. Floppy to file 
transfer allows programs to be modified etc. Comes supplied with 
analyser software so that you can find the protection on the disk. Uses 


custom hart chip. Buy Happy ST and you will never need another copier. 


Atari: Genlocks. 


GST 40E Budget Genlock £249.99 


*Composite PAL & RGB out GSTGoldGenlock £499.99 
1.44MB external floppy drive £129.99 *Title & animate any video GST Gold Pro Genlock £649.99 
* Plugs straight into any ST GST Gold with Splitter + Fader £899.99 


apairs 


Atari trained engineers on site to undertake repairs, 
simply send your machine along with a £10 fee for 


*Amiga Genlock quality at last 
on your ST. 


“Allows digitised results to be 


the return carrage charge and we willsend youa _ stored and overlayed onto any Broadcast quality genlocks 
written quotation for repairing your machine. VHS recorder available call for details and 
Repairs start at £25 *“Overscan facility available pricing. 
with optional fader control ‘ 
Turnaround time 3-5 days S Demonstrations can be arranged 
Video au oltton scart call to make an appointment 
§ *SC1224 &Phillips 8833 
“ gies compatible 
A4 Flatbed 200DPI copier, 
scanner & printer £439.99 520STFM Discovery Pack £259.99 520STE Power Pack £339.99 520STE1MegMemory £389.99 
A4 Flatbed 600DPI with 520STE2.5MB memory £499.99 520STE4MB memory £625.99 Megal & SM124 £615.99 
OCR software & interface 64 Mega 2 & SM124 £899.99 Mega4&SM124 £199.99 Mega 2 with 4MB £999.99 
grey scales High Resolution SM124 £99.99  SC1224 Monitor £269.99 Phillips 8833 Monitor £249.99 


400 DPI X-TRA with hand 
held scanner £169.99 


Please Make Cheques/Postal Orders Payable To Third Coast Technologies lid 
We Also Accept Access And Visa Over The Telephone. 


een to acquire some ST 

owner’s easily earned Crim- 

ble dosh, the software 
houses spent the latter half of last 
year whipping their programmers 
into a frenzy with Pro-Plus and incen- 
tive pay packets. Latest in the spate 
of arcade licences is this Domark 
conversion of the wickedly fast and 
frantic Tengen game. 

STUN Runner is a_ futuristic 
racing game. You control a STUN 
ship (hence, no doubt the title) which 
you race down a Series of twisting 
tunnels and race tracks. Other STUN 
runners are intent on stopping you 
from reaching your ultimate goal — 
the 24th level. 


@ In the tunnels you’ve got to 
watch out for the other STUN 
runners. — That green blob 
ahead, by the way, is in fact the 
enemy, not a part of the wall 


You control the ship entirely by 
using the joystick. Your speed varies 
according to the line you take on the 
wall of the tunnel, just like in a tobog- 
gan. Pressing Fire sends a laser beam 
down the tunnel and you can vary the 
height of the laser by pulling back- 
wards or forwards on the 
joystick. 

There are three 
skill levels to 
choose from. 


If you beat 
the clock and 
your oppo- 
nents, you see 
the end of the 
level where you 
can collect your 
bonus 


A beginner's level eases you into 
the game gently. A mid-range start- 
ing point takes you to the sixth level, 
while the hardest start, “The 
Labyrinth,” throws you in at level 11. 

The objectives on levels vary. 
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| Ghiass the etnes to find the aot route thrsagh the ecinitele: 
Avoid the car ahead or you lose energy (and Lucozade ain’t going to 
help you either, never mind what that nice Daley Thompson says) 


@ At the start of each level you’re briefed on what to expect: chase 
the stars, jump the ramps or zap the enemy 


Some require you to col 
lect a series of objects, 
), others to kill as many 
} opponents as possible. 
Similarly, the track 
_ varies from twisting 
tunnels to winding race 
tracks. 
- Stars appear down the 
> track to indicate the optimum 
route for speed. Occasionally a 
turbo-boost pad appears. Running 
over this sends you to lightspeed: 
you go so fast that you can travel 
straight through solid objects. 

Enemy STUN runners cruise the 
tunnels thick and fast, seeking to 
slow you down. The Train slowly trav- 


@ Run over a turbo pad and you 
start travelling at lightspeed. 
This means you can travel 
through solid objects 


LEISURE 


els along the bottom of the tunnel, 
Mag Cycles brake suddenly in front 
of you and Armoured Drones get in 
the way since they're unaffected by 
your laser fire. Flyers drop bombs or 


‘missiles onto the track and destroy- 


ing them gives you a hearty bonus. 


EFFECTS 
Initially STUN Runner looks excellent. 
A nice series of intro screens leads 
up to the start of the level. But the 
chronic animation hits you at once. 
The best aspect of the arcade game 
was its superb speed, completely 
lacking in the ST conversion. A 
series of dowdy frames limps past 
you with all the speed of a Ford 
worker between tea-breaks (not 
necessarily the views of the manage- 
ment — The Management). The laser 
looks incredibly crap: two small 


@ Out of the tunnels on the race 
track you encounter loads of 
STUN runners and some ramps 
to send you flying into the air, so 
hold onto that lunch, Ralph! 


green lines poke out of your ship and 
don’t even wriggle about or anything. 
Sound is dire: blips worse than a 
Casio watch. 


VERDICT 

This could have been a_ wicked 
game. If the programmers had 
sacrificed the solid tunnels for a wire- 
frame format it would have been far 
better, although Tengen probably 
think otherwise. There's little to rec- 
ommend this game, certainly not for 
£25. Nip down the arcade and play 
the original instead. 

ANDY HUTCHINSON 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 
LONG TERM INTEREST 2 


OVERALL 42% 


ST FORMAT 79 


Addidas Gold Shoe. 
Alpha Waves. 


Atomic Robokid 
Barbarian 2 (Psygnosis). 


j Chessmaster 2100.. 
Codename Iceman.. 
Cruise for A Corpse 
Damocles Mission Disc.. 
Darius + .... 

Death Trap... 


Deuteros - The Next Millenium . 


Dragon Breed... 
Dragons Lair 2 . 

Epic. 

E. Swat... 

European Superleague.. 
Final Battle 

Final Command 

Final Whistle .... 

Flight of the Intruder 
Gazza 2..... 

Gremlins 2. 

Hard Drivin 2. 

It Came From The Desert.. 
Judge Dredd . 

Killing Cloud.. 

Line of Fire... 

Lords of Chaos 

Lotus Turbo Challenge 


Murders in Space. 


ACCESSORIES 


40 Lockable Disc Box . 
80 Lockable Disc Box.... 


Atari ST 520/1040 Dust Cover.. 


Atari ST 4 Player Adaptor .. 
Cheetah 125+ 
Contriver Mouse... 
Disc Cleaning Kit.. 
Mouse Mat 6mm.. 
Naksha Mouse..... 
Quickjoy Infa Red. 
Quickjoy 3 Turbo.. 
Quickjoy Topstar .. 
Quickjoy Mega Board.. 
2M Joystick Ext... 


Please charge my Access/Visa No: 


(ORDER FORM E 

iPlease supply me with the following for 
‘Computer 
‘Titles 


DATA DISC 
BOTH ONLY 


A.T.F. 2. 

B.A.T... 

Batman the Movie.. 
Battle Command 
Cadaver... 

Captive .... 

Chase H.Q. 2.. 
Chuck Yeagers A.F.T. V2. 
Corporation 

Days of Thunder 
Dragons Lair 

F-19 Stealth Fighter.. 


Lost Patrol 

Lotus Turbo Challenge . 
M1 Tank Platoon 

Mean Streets 


FULL BLAST - ONLY £19.99 
Ferrari Formula One, P47, Carrier Command, Rick 
Dangerous, Highway Patrol, Chicago 90's 


MAGNUM 4 - ONLY £19.99 
Double Dragon, Batman Caped Crusader, 
Operation Wolf, Afterburner 


SUPREME CHALLENGE FLIGHT COMMANDO - ONLY £14.99 


Eliminator, Skychase Strike Force Harrier, 
Lancaster, Skyfox II 


HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION ONLY £20.99 


Batman the Movie, Indiana Jones Last Crusade, 


Robocop, Ghostbusters 2 


Afterburner. 
Airborne Ranger 
A.P.B... 

Austerlitz. 

Balance of Power . 
Ballistix 

Barbari 
Boulderdash s 
Brian Cloughs Football 
Centrefold Squares 
Deluxe Strip Poker. 
Double Dragon . 


Football Manager II + Exp 
Games Summer Edition . 
Games Winter Edition.. 
Gnome Ranger . 
Hammerfist 

Hard Drivin. 

Hollywood Poker Pro 
Hunt for Red October .. 
Infestation 

Interphas 

Joan of Arc 

Kid Gloves . 

Laser Squad 

Lost Dutchmans Mines 
Manhunter in San Francisco.. 
Millenium 2.2 . 
Mousetrap.. 

Mr Heli .... 

North And South 


Price 


Midnight Resistance 

Monty Pythons Flying Circus . 
Mystical 

Operation Stealth.. 

Oriental Games . 

Pang 

Player Manager. 
Powermonger.... 

Rainbow Islands 

Rick Dangerous 2. 


By see 
Speedball 2. 

Spindizzy Worlds .. 

Strider 2 

Supremacy . 

Team Yankee. 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
Their Finest Hour 


HOYLES BOOK OF GAMES - ONLY £14.99 
Solitaire, Gin Rummy, Crazy 8's, Old Maid, Cribbage, Hearts 


WORLD CUP COMPILATION '90 ONLY £14.99 
Tracksuit ae, Kick Off, International 
joccer 


CHALLENGERS - ONLY £19.99 
Pro Tennis Tour, Kick Off, Fighter Bomber, 
Super Ski, Stunt Car Racer 


T.N.T. ONLY £20.99 
Hard Drivin, Toobin, A.P.B., Xybots, Dragon Spirit 


Paclan 

Pacmania 
President is Missing 
Question of Sport. 


Shoot Em Up Const. Kit. 
Shufflepuck Cafe . 
Silent Service 
Silkworm 
Speedbal 
Spy Vs Spy |. 
Spy Vs Spy I 

py Vs Sp’ 
Steve Davis Snooker... 
Strider... 
Sundog Frozen Legacy . 
Swords of Twilight 
Time Machine 
Time & Magik 
Toobin.... 
Tower of Babel. 
Tusker.... 
TV Sports Football .. 
UMS Scenario Civil War 
UMS Scenario Vietnam . 
Uninvited... 
Weird Dreams 
Wipe Out... 
World Class Leaderboard.. 
Xenon Il . 


Be.) ao. ere BOSE COCs = settee 


AER we 


ROCKET RANGER 
AMAZING VALUE 
ONLY £4.99 


ST BASIC 
ONLY £6.99 


CLASSIC COLLECTION 
3D Pool : 
Balance of power 1990 (1 Meg) 
Bards Tale Vol 1. 

Battle Chess.... 

Battle Hawks 1942. 

Battle Maste! 

Battletech 

Borodino 

Bridge Player 2150 

Castle Master 

Chaos Strikes Back. 

Chase H.Q. ........0. 

Chess Champion 2175 .. 
Colossus Chess X.. 
Conqueror... 

Crazy Cars | 

Daily Double Racing .. 
Damocles.... 

Dragon Flight ... 

Dragons Breath 

Dragons of Flame 

Dungeon Master .... 

Dungeon Master Editor. 


Emlyn Hughes Soccer 
F-16 Combat Pilo 
F-16 Falcon 

F-29 Retaliator 
Falcon Mission Disc 
Falcon Mission Disc 2 
Ferrari Formula One .. 
Fire Brigade ......... 
Flight Simulator 2 
Football Director 
Future Wars 

Gauntlet II... 

Heroes of the Lance. 
Hillsfar 

Hound of Shadow 
Imperium 

Indy Jones The Adventure. 
Int. Rugby Simulator .. 
Iron Lord. 

Jack Nicklaus Golf .. 
Jumping Jackson... 
Kings Quest Triple Pack 
Kings Quest IV.... 
Leisuresuit Larry . 
Leisuresuit Larry 2. 
Maniac Mansion.. 
Marble Madness . 
Mavis Beacons Typing 
Midwinter. 

New Zealand Story 
Oil Imperium.... 
Operation Wolf 


Populous . 
Powerdrome 
Projectyle.... 
Promised Lands.. 
Pro Tennis Tou 
R.V.F. Honda... 
Red Lightning... 
Red Storm Rising 


Scenery Disc 7, 9 or 11.. 
Scenery Disc Japan or Europe. 
Hawaiian Scenery Disc.. 
Shinobi. 

Skidz.... 

Space Ace. 

Space Quest III 

Street Fighter .. 


Super Cars... 
Switchblad 
Tank Attack . 


Zany Golf 
Zombi.. 


« (Expiry date?/-.-2c..:.ccccscsccscecsscececscse’ 


Please make cheques 
& PO payable to 
Turbosoft 


Credit card orders taken. 
Payment cashed only on 
despatch. Orders under £5 add 
75p P&P. For First Class add 75p 
P&P UK only. EEC countries add 
£2.00 per item. Non EEC 
countries add £3.00 per item. 
Express airmail £4.00 per item. 
All items subject to availability. 
All prices subject to change 
without notice. E. & O. E. 


Answer Back Junior 
Answer Back Senior ... 
French Mistress 

Fun School 2 Under 6. 
Fun School 2 6-8 .... 
Fun School 2 8+ 

Fun School 3 Under 5. 
Fun School 3 5-7 

Fun School 3 7+ . 
German Master... 


Postman Pat.... 

Spanish Tutor... 

Magic Maths (4-8)... 

Maths Mania (8-12 

Prof. Plays a New Game .... 

3 Bears (5-10) 

Spelling Add On (A.B.J.)....... 
Arithmetic Add On (A.B.J.)....£7.99 
Better Spelling (8-14) £16.99 
Better Maths (12-16)........... 


Math Talk (5-13) 

Mickey's Crossword Maker .£13.99 
Mickey's Runaway Zoo 

Donald's Alphabet Chase ...£13.99 
Goofy's Railway Express ....£13.99 


3.5" BULK DISCS 
10 - £6.99 
20 - £11.99 
50 - £24.99 
100 - £44.99 
500 - £194.99 
1000 - £364.99 


PLATINUM 


FERRARI 
FORMULA 1 
ONLY £7.99 


NAKSHA MOUSE 
BARGAIN BUY 
£27.99 


POWERDRIFT 
ONLY £7.99 


WARHEAD 
ONLY £9.99 


HARD DRIVIN 
ONLY £7.99 


DYNASTY WARS 
ONLY £8.99 


520STFM DISCOVERY PACK 
Incl. 520STFM computer + mouse, 


RICK 
DANGEROUS 
ONLY £9.99 


STRIDER 
ONLY £8.99 


BANGKOK 
KNIGHTS 
£7.99 


IN NOW 
WRATH OF THE 
DEMON £18.99 


IN NOW 
SUPREMACY 
ONLY £19.99 


ge. 


ONLY £8.99 


XENON 2 
ONLY £8.99 


DYNAMITE DUX 
ONLY £8.99 


COMING SOON 
U.MLS. 2 
ONLY £18.99 


CRACKDOWN 
ONLY £8.99 


LEISURESUIT 
LARRY 3 
ONLY £26.99 


SILENT 
SERVICE 
ONLY £9.99 


520STE TURBO PACK 


Incl. 520STE computer + mouse, plus 


First Word Plus V.3. 
Harlekin 

Hisoft Basic 

Hisoft C Interpreter. 
Hisoft Tempus 2 


Protext V.5 
S.TONS isinenn 
STOS Compiler . 
STOS Maestro... 


Mini Office Spreadsheet... 


Easy Draw 2.. 


SUPER BUY 
CUMANA 
EXTERNAL 
DISC DRIVE + 
10 Blank discs 
only £74.99 


Anarchy, Blood Money, Dragons Breath, 


IN NOW 


plus Bombjack, Carrier Command, 
Outrun, Space Harrier, First Basic, 
Neochrome, S.T.O.S. Games 
Creator, Discover the ST Book, 
Mouse Mat, 10 Blank disks. 


ONLY £275 


COLLECTION 
ONLY £17.99 


Ghouls N Ghosts, 
Strider, Forgotten 
Worlds, Black Tiger 


WHEELS 
OF FIRE 
ONLY £20.99 


Chase H.Q., Powerdrift, Hard 
Drivin’, Turbo Outrun 


Human Killing Machine, Impossible 
Mission 2, Indy Jones, Outrun, 
Supercycle, First Basic, Hyper Paint 2, 
S.T.O.S., Music Maker 2, Mouse Mat, 
10 blank disks 


ONLY £360 


(Personal callers welcome) 
IN NOW 
POWER MONGER 
ONLY £19.99 


HI-SOFT PRO 
FLIGHT IN NOW 
ONLY £29.99 


Turbosoft 


Unit 6 & 7 
Acacia Close 
Cherrycourt Way 
Industrial Estate 
Stanbridge Road 
Leighton Buzzard 
Beds. LU7 8QE 


HOW TO FIND UG...... 


LEIGHTON BUZZARD 


Office hours are 
Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturdays 
10.00am to 4.00pm 


All prices include VAT 


Tel: (0525) 377974 
Fax: (0525) 852278 


STANBRIDGE ROAD 


ACACIA CLOSE 


AVM 
4LYHNOD AHYHSHO 


Maps showing direct routes from the motorway and A5 


PREMIER MAIL ORDER 


Titles marked * are not yet available and will be sent on day of release. 


Please send cheque/PO/Access/Visa No. and expiry date to: 


Dept STF2, Trybridge Ltd., 8 Buckwins Sq., Burnt Mills, Basildon, Essex. $S13 1BJ 
Please state make and model of computer when ordering. P&P inc. UK on orders over £5.00. Less than £5.00 and Europe 
add £1.00 per item. Elsewhere please add £2.00 per item for Airmail. These offers are available Mail Order only. Telephone 
orders: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm. Saturday 10am-1pm. Fax orders: 0268 590076. Tel orders: 0268 590766 


16.99 
13.99 
EE See 4.99 
16.99 

Airborne Ranger... 
FAT KONOIG 2 eetece eee wae coe 5.99 
Assault on Alcatraz * 16.99 


NUStOUlitz 222 cos. cesses ee 9.99 
19.99 


B.A.T. * 
Back to the Future 2 


Batman Caped Crusader ......... 5.99 
Batman the Movie 13.99 


Battlemaster 

Betrayal * 

Billy the Kid *.... 

Blade Warrior * 

Blue Max * , 
BSS Jane Seymour 16.99 
Captain'Blood..222.28.....2.4.45 4.99 
Captive 16.99 
Carrier Command 


13.99 
16.99 
--OL99 


Chuck Yeager * 
2 DOD 


Codename Iceman *.... 
Colonels Bequest * 
Combo Racer 

16.99 
Conquest Camelot * 
Corporation 
Cricket Captain * 
Crime Wave * 
Cruise For A Corpse * 
Damocles 


Dick Tracy * 
Dungeon Master 
Duster * 

Eagles Nest 
Edition One ... 
Elite 


14.99 


14.99 
13.99 
13.99 


19.99 
16.99 
16.99 
16.99 


Falcon Mission Disc 2 

Ferrari Formula 1...............0++++ 7.99 

Fire and Brimstone 16.99 

Fireba 16.99 

Flight of the Intruder * 16.99 

Flip it and Magnose * 

Flood 16.99 
12.99 


16.99 
sallOg 
= 9D 

11.99: 

16.99 

16.99 

16.99 

16.99 

16.99 

16.99 


Gold of Aztecs 
Gravity 
Gremlins 2 
Gunboat * 


16.99 Rainbow Islands 15.99 
bp eek: OOM RAMBO isis. seca -cceo es OD, 
16.99 Reach for the Skies * 16.99 


14.99 Rick Dangerous ..............0::+++- 7.99 
16.99 Rick Dangerous 2 
19.99 Robocop 


Hard Drivin DRE 
Heroes 

Hollywood Collection * 
Horror Zombies * 
Hounds of Shadow ... 
Hunter Killer 


16.99 Rock Star Ate My Hamster 
7.99 Rocky Horror Show * 
ee 4.99 Rotator * 

13.99 Rotox 
Wet Die 5.99 RVF Honda 
16.99 Secret of Monkey Island * 
16.99 Secrets of Luftwaffe * 
16.99 Sega Master Mix 
16.99 Shadow Warriors 


IK + 

Imperium 

Int 3D Tennis 

Int Soccer Challenge 
It Came From Desert * 


Jack Nicklaus Golf 16.99 Silkworm IV *.... 
Jack Nicklaus Unlimited Golf *19.99 Sim City 
Judge Dredd * 13.99 Skate or Die * 

ee 7.99 Skull and Crossbones * 

3 12.99 Sly Spy 
Killing Game Show 16.99 Space Ace 
Knights of the Sky * 19.99 Speedball 2 * ... 
K.O 2 - Final Whistle *............ 8.99 Spellbound * 
K.O 2 - Giants of Europe * ......7.99 Spider-Man * 
K.O 2 - Return to Europe *....... iT OMY Who Loved Me 
K.O 2 - Winning Tactics *........ 5.99 Star Trek V * 
Last Ninja 2 5.99 Steven Hendry 
Legend of Billy Boulder 16.99 Stratego * 
Lemmings * ...16.99 Strider 2 * 
Line of Fire * 16.99 Stun Runner * “ 
Little Computer People............. 4.99 Stunt Car Racer ............0::000+- 9.99 
19.99 Subbuteo 16.99 

Lords of Chaos * 16.99 Super Hang On. 
Lost Patrol * 16.99 Supremac y 
Lucasfilm Double Pack 19.99 Swords of Twilight.................+- 7.99 
M1 Tank Platoon 21.99 Swords of Twilight Hint Book....5.99 
Magic Fly 16.99 Team Suzuki * 16.99 
Magnum 4 16.99 Team Yankee 19.99 
Manchester United 13.99 Teenage Mutant Turtles 19.99 
Matrix Marauders 13.99 The Immortal 16.99 
Mean Streets * 16.99 Theme Park Mystery............---+ 9.99 
Microprose Soccer 14.99_ Their Finest Hour 19.99 
Midnight Resistance 16.9 Time Machine 
idwinter 


16.99 
19.99 
18.99 
13.99 


onty 

Motorbike Madness .. 
Mud Sports * .... ... 16.99% Tournament Golf 
Murder 16.99 Toyota Celica Ge 
16.99 Tracksuit Manager ...............-+- TEDE. 
16.99 Treasure Island Dizzy .............. 4.99 
16.99 Turbo Challenge 16.99 
16.99 Turrican 2 * 16.99 
16.99 TV Sports Football..................- 9.99 
13.99 Ultimate Ride * 19.99 
16.99 UMS 2 * 19.99 
13.99 UMS Scenario 1 
16.99 (Am Civil War) ............:2::0006 8.99 
Operation Stealth 16.99 UMS Scenario 2 (Vietnam)....... 8.99 
Operation Thunderbolt 16.99 UN Squadron 16.99 
Operation Wolf ...........::2::20+++ 5.99 Untouchables .... 
Oriental Games 16.99 Vaxine * 

16.99 Walker * 
Paradroid 90 .... 16.99 Wheels of Fire... 
Platinum 19.99 Wildfire * 
Platoon srscxccsee reer ence coce tte 5.99 Wings of Fury... 
Player Manager. 12.99 Wizzball 
Plotting * 13.99 Wolf Pack * ... 
Pool of Radiance 19.99 Wonderland * 
Populous 16.99 World Champ Soccer * 
Powerdrome..........s:ceseceereeeees 7.99 WNorld Cup Compilation 
Powermonger * . 19.99 Wrath of the Demon * 
Predator 2 * 16.99 Xiphos * 
Projectyle 16.99 Zany Golf 
Puzznic 16.99 Z-Out * 


Nightbreed RPG 
Nightshift * 

Ninja Warriors .. 
Nitro 

Off Road Racer 
Operation Harrier 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


BLOOD MONEY 
NOW ONLY 
£7.99 


E.A. SPECIAL OFFERS 
ONLY £7.99 EACH! 
Powerdrome 
Ferrari Formula 1 
Hounds of Shadow 
Swords of Twilight 


SILENT SERVICE 
NOW ONLY 
£9.99 


TRACK SUIT 
MANAGER 
ONLY £7.99 


AIRBORNE RANGER 
NOW ONLY 
£9.99 


JOYSTICKS 


Cheetah 125 + - £6.99 
Quickjoy 2 Turbo - £9.99 
Cheetah Mach 1 - £9.99 
Quickshot 3 Turbo - £9.99 

Quickjoy Jetfighter - £10.99 


BLANK DISCS 
Unbranded 
10 x 3.5" DSDD - £5.99 
20 x 3.5" DSDD - £10.99 
50 x 3.5" DSDD - £23.99 
100 x 3.5" DSDD - £49.99 


Branded - TDK 
3.5" DSDD - £1.25 Each 


ll future sports seem to be 

bloodthirsty festivals rejoic- 

ing in death. In Matrix 
Marauders motor sport has turned 
into a game of kamikaze piloting. 
You are a pilot on the matrix and you 
must be Number One or else spat- 
tered on the track. You control a 
futuristic space craft which can be 
fitted with a lethal array of weaponry. 
To make things difficult your oppo- 
nents have access to exactly the 
same kind of hardware. 


@ Soup up your spaceship and 
survive the Matrix. Remember, 
it’s your choice of weaponry that 
makes the difference between 
victory and body transplants 


You control your craft with 
mouse and joystick. The joystick 
controls the speed and direction of 
the craft, while the mouse moves 
your head and either changes or 


B “Oooo, I don’t know, mate. 
Looks like your main neutron 
baffle chamber’s discharging 
the wrong number of bleepons 
into the catalyst oscillator. Very 
expensive job this, two weeks 
to complete at least and my 
partner’s on holiday. Tell you 
what, though: I could rush it for 
you for another 250 credits...” 


lf The race is on and you've already been hit. 
The backup systems have kicked in, but your 
power is very low. It’s only a matter of time... 
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@ Ready for action - the computers are ready and you’re all tanked 


up but all you can think of is if you’ve left the oven on back at home 


fires a weapon. The racecourse is in 


the form of a grid arranged in a 
series of a straights and shapes. 
Speed-ups and extra energy lie 
around the built-up areas of track. 

lf opponents get in 
your way you can 
hang a hard cor- 
ner and hope 
to cut them 
off or you 
can lock 
weapons 
and then 
unleash a 
missile up 
— oh, say 
their sub- 
system cook 
ing network. 
Some weapons, 
the Smart Gun for 
instance, lock on to 
targets automatically, while 
others require a bit of gun toting 
expertise to be effective. 

Additional weaponry — costs 
money and you've only got 1,000 
credits initially. You earn money while 
on the Matrix itself — but since the 


BL 


et the computers tak 
the system’s configured you can stay alive 
long enough to cash in your premium bond 


most expensive weapon costs 8,000 
credits, you’d be wise not to expect 
too much on your first race. 

There’s no second place so if 
you lose a race you die. If you get so 
good that the computer 
holds no challenge for 
you any more, then 
simply plug in a 
null modem 
cable and 
attach it to 
another ST 
to play 
head to 
head with a 
friend. 


EFFECTS 
.» Marauders has 
> the high quality 
of graphic presenta- 
tion you’d expect from 
Psygnosis games. The ship 
ordnance and repair screens look 
futuristic and believable. There are 
innumerable clever touches like the 
lift sequence which places you on 
the matrix itself, though the graphics 
throughout the race are only ade- 


e the strain. Once 


@ Let the weapons target themselves - that 
chap over to the right wishes he’d eaten just 
a tiny bit more Ready Brek this morning 


LEISURE 


i “And it’s all gone terribly 
wrong for this plucky youngster 
from Earth. One wrong move 
and he’s become yet another 
statistic in the Matrix hall of 
death-fame - it’s a long list...” 


quate. The other spacecraft are seid 
3D and all move fluidly. Weapons 
look good as they're fired and 
scrolling is seamless. The sound 
however is a bit of disappointment: 
where are those chunky sampies? 


VERDICT 

Matrix Marauders is a competent and 
interesting racing game with some 
clever twists, though unnecessarily 
“techie” — beginners should beware. 
Graphics are of a high quality and the 
animation is fast and smooth. The 
serial lead option enabling you to 
play a human opponent is a nice 
touch and the game probably plays a 
lot better this way. However, for all 
its nice touches, Marauders remains 
a fairly ordinary racing game. 

ANDY HUTCHINSON 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 7 
LONG TERM INTEREST 7 


OVERALL 73% 


ST FORMAT 83 
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ounds like the title of some 

tacky, gruesome drive-in 

movie, doesn’t it? Possibly 
one too awful even for Vincent Price. 
But in fact Horror Zombies is an 
exploration game similar in style to 
UBI Soft’s Night Hunter. You play the 
role of one Count Valdemar, who 
drops in on the country retreat of 
Gory Manor. You must explore an 
entire six levels to complete the 
game and return to normal life. 

As you wander round the Manor 
you have to find your way past 
zombies, shrouded spectres and 
even the occasional vampire. You 
can shoot many of the ugly monsters 
in your path but some are invulnera- 
ble and you have to find other ways 


Hi It’s not just getting past the 

monsters: you must pick up all 
the skulls in a level before you 
can think about finding the exit 


past them. Fortunately, you can 
climb ladders in the background or 
leap onto the occasional platform. 
The Count can also interact with the 
backgrounds - moving trolleys 
around to climb platforms or shifting 
objects to fool the monsters. 

Throughout the action there are 
heaps of bonus items to collect — 
like keys to unlock doors, boots to 
sneak past monsters or weaponry to 
fend off attack — and you must pick 
up all the skulls in a given level to 
advance onto the next. 


EFFECTS 
The six levels span 600 screens. 
The first is inside the Manor with its 
backdrops of patterned wallpaper 


@ (In thick Bela Lugosi accent:) “Velcome to Go-o-ory Manor. Eye-a 
hope you can stay for dinner. Hahaha (etc).” If you manage to stay 
off the menu and get as far as this third level screen, you meet a 

hideous wolf too. Only another 599 screens to search for a way out! 


MILLENNIUM £24.99 


horror 
zombies 
from the 


crypt 


and ostentatious furniture. Other lev- 
els take you into a nearby village, off 
to a hidden cave and into the crypt. 
The backdrops are hugely detailed 
and there are many platforms and 
ladders to leap onto or climb. 

The playing sprites are clearly 
animated and effectively leap around 
the levels. You can even get your 
hero to tiptoe past some of the 
more ferocious enemies to escape 
attack. The graphics are generally 
excellent, although some routines — 
particularly climbing ladders and 
walking down stairs — look dubious. 

The sound effects are brilliant. 
Sampled spot noises and a clear 
intro tune set the 1950's B-movie 
tone superbly. 


VERDICT 

The adventure and arcade mix in 
Horror Zombies is either its making 
or breaking point, depending on 
which side of the fence you sit: if 
you’re a devout shoot’em-up fan, 
then the adventure/exploration side 
of the game is going to put you off, 
and vice versa. However, if you like a 
good joystick blast before you go to 
work and then a strategy to relax 
with in the evening, you could easily 
find a spot for Horror Zombies. 

The problems confronting you 
are enormously entertaining. It’s 
occasionally tricky lining yourself up 
to make a precise jump across a 
platform or finding a way past some 
of the invincible aliens, but that’s 
what gives the game its wonderful 
appeal. The game would have 
benefitted from having still more 
interaction with objects, but this is 
only a tiny complaint. A great idea, 
cleverly executed and with enough 
collectable bonuses to keep you 
playing for hours on end. 

MARK HIGHAM 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 7 
LONG TERM INTEREST 8 


OVERALL 74% 


THE HOUSE IS A MUSEUM, AND THEY REALLY ARE A SCREE-AM 


84 ST FORMAT 


Now pi up the 
keys. an h- 


Climb ‘onto the bed 
and leap-up-for the 
dagger. Now you - 
can kill the mon- 


$ters-with ease 


} Sof you 


+ F 


through the door. —~ 
before someone = —_- 
else-ca hes sight - 


~~ ee . 
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THEIBUMTONTHASIBEEN 


TO LAUNCH A BRAND NEW RANGE OF 


— a oS 
eee. 


ONEYIE7-99 
HIGHIQUALITYARE 


yh, At | / L ed. 
aS CHART TOPPING 


ATARI) 
HITNAMES® Hit GAMES SHITISQUAD 


THE HIT SQUAD : PO. BOX 350: MANCHESTERMGO OLX 


LEISURE 


OCEAN £24.99 


battle command 


Listen up, chaps. 
Johnny’s declared war on 
us, so you know what 
that means. Yes, that’s 
right, we get to muck 
about in some super whizzo blasting- 
mobiles and give the oiks a right 
royal bruising. Andy Hutchinson, you 
take the Mauler tank. The rest of us 
are right behind you... in the bunker 


@ This luuverly piece of kit is your dropzone helicopter in this 
blast-’em-up cum strategy game. It flies over the area, then... 


Opens its load-bay doors and spits you out. Don’t forget your 
parachute, though, or you play merry hell with your coccyx 


early two years ago, Carrier 

Command burst onto the 

ST scene and received 
more accolades than Dolly Parton at 
a cleavage contest. Realtime Designs, 
the programming team responsible 
for that mega game, have been 
locked in an attic slaving away on the 
sequel. The result is 
now finally ready 
for public 


viewing and the main 
surprise is, your air- _— 
craft carrier's been traded in for a 
more economical vehicle — a tank. 

Battle Command is a shoot-’em- 
up cum strategy game. You are in 
command of a small and nippy 
Mauler tank and your 


The style of the missions varies 
to suit all players. If strategy is your 
idea of fun, you can spend two hours 
sat on a hill waiting for a convoy. If 
blasting the hell out of an entire tank 
division seems more like it, you can 
strap the old rising sun to your fore- 
head, load up the cannon and motor 

out looking for trouble. 

Once you 
decide on a 
suitable mis- 
sion you can 
check the 
briefing and 
map screens. 
These show you 
your objectives and 
, where exactly you've got 
to get to and from. It’s a very 
good idea to read them carefully, 
since you're likely to be under fire 
from the moment you're dropped 
into the war zone. 

There are four weapons pods on 

the Mauler and these can be filled 


job is to complete a “Animation is smooth and 


total of 12 missions. 


To do this you have re apid, with no app reciable 
to learn all about the s/gwdown when there’s a lot 


weapons systems of 


your tank. You also Happening on-screen” 


need to know how to 
outfox the enemy — when to stay and 
fight and when to run and hide. 
The game world is repre- 
sented in solid, full colour 3D. 
Initially you see the world 
from inside your tank, with 
all the instrumentation at 
hand, but you aren't 
restricted to sitting at the 
wheel: you can also view 
the tank from any angle out- 
side it. 
@ Study the map screen 
carefully, because once 
you’re dropped into the war 
zone you're likely to have three 
or four Banshees up your bottom 


with either offensive or defensive 
weapons, in any combination accord- 
ing to your tastes. There are seven 
offensive weapons to choose from, 
varying from missiles to bombs. The 
defensive weapons come in four 
flavours, including the usual chaff 
and decoy flares. 

When you're kitted out, a large 
helicopter drops you into the war 


“Battle Command 
certainly comes up 
with the goods. It’s 
got enough depth 
to keep even the 
most ardent game- 


player happy ” 


zone. You take control of the Mauler 
by clicking the right mouse button. 
Pressing the left button fires 
whichever weapon you have 
selected. Moving the mouse back- 
wards or forwards 

accelerates or 

reverses the 

tracks. 


@iknew 
these 
bloomin’ 
enemy 
chaps 
were bad 
shots, but 
does he 
have to get 
that close to 
fire on me? 


date 
ae fgezcue__ 


q Attack 


@ A quick blast or a slow plod - 
choose your mission according 
to your mood. The starter mis- 
sion is a short burst of frenzied 
shooting and running (bit like 
the invasion of Kuwait, really) 


EFFECTS 
Solid 3-D graphics have rarely 
looked as good or moved as f 
fast as in Battle Command. 
Attention to detail is spot 
on, with trees, hills and 
enemy vehicles all looking 
the part. Animation is smooth 
and rapid, and what’s more 
there’s no appreciable slowdown 
when a lot is happening on the 
screen. The static screens — 
the ones which enable you 
to choose weapons, for 
example, or look at the 
map —- are all well 
drawn and functional. 
Sound is fairly 
sparse — in fact, the 
only time you really 
hear anything is when 
you're under fire. You 
know when a missile hits 
you because of the sound, so 
in that sense it works fine. 


i (left) Whoops, 
big mistake, 
that, cutting 
up a lorry 
driver. Hey 
wait, ’mina 
tank... Haha! 
Revenge! 


@ Before you leave, don’t forget 
to slap a few weapons on your 
tank. There’s nothing more 
embarrassing than confronting 
an enemy division with only a 
custom paint job and your wit 


LEISURE 


stil stands abbaitesadbaseoaden tii 


§ Get a few hits and you can zip to the damage screen for an instan 
status check. Protect your weapons, but don’t forget your tracks 


VERDICT 

Battle Command certainly comes up 
with the goods. It’s very high quality, 
from the hi-tech weapons to the fast 
animation. The starter mission eases 
beginners in, but there’s still enough 
depth in there to keep even the most 
ardent game-player happy for a while. 
Whereas previous games by this 
team had only one objective, Battle 
Command has 12 - and what's more, 
there’s little probability of you suc- 
cessfully completing a mission the 
first time you try it. If you've got a bit 
of Christmas money left, buy this - 
you'll still be playing it next Christmas. 

ANDY HUTCHINSON 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 
LONG TERM INTEREST 9 


OVERALL 93% 


@ Inside your tank and ready for action. On 
this mission you work for News International 
and you’ve got to escort those vans, with 
Sun journalists inside, into Fortress Wapping 


the exhaust pipe, matey. Missile lock and 
bombs away! Kaboom! Never did like Skoda 
drivers trying to overtake me on the M-25... 


get to blow the hell out of something. In this 
case an oil refinery becomes a considerably 
more environment-friendly pile of girders 


LEISURE 


MIRRORSOFT/IMAGEWORKS 


here’s no way you can 
have dodged the 26 
Turtles. As if 


all the hype weren't 4 
enough to make you 
chuck, here’s the ST sax 


must race through 
six New York levels 
and rescue Channel 
16's news reporter, % 8 
April O'Neil, from the 3 
evil Shredder. The game i: | 
is split into two sections - an : 
overhead view of the city streets and 
a side-on view in the sewers. 

In the street section you must 
dodge the odd purple blob (they're 
presumably Shredder’s henchmen) 
and disappear into a building or 
down the occasional manhole. Once 
you're inside a building or the New 
York sewers, the action switches to 
a side-on scrolling platform level. 
Here your task is to dodge or fight 
Shredder’s mutant men, reach the 
end of the sewer and then escape to 
safety on the streets. 

One of Shredder’s cronies 
guards April O’Neil, who is tied up at 
the end of one of the sewage sys- 
tems. By the time you've smashed 
him to the ground, someone else has 
come along and snatched her off 
again. When you follow them through 
the end-oflevel door you're given 
access to the next level. 


EFFECTS 
OK, so the game really isn’t anything 
special, but what about the visuals? 
'Fraid not, no. Shredder’s henchmen 


88 ST FORMAT 


@ Can you find your 
way to safety 

~ down a manhole 

before the 

purple blobs 
get to you? 


are almost 
totally shape- 
less splodges 
of colour, often 
lost against the 
usually highly pat- 
- terned background. 
They are terribly animated 
and look completely unbelievable. 
You thought the Turtles were 
individuals? They're actually clones. 
The only thing to change between 
the four playing characters is the 
weapon. Each of the turtles can 


walk, jump or roll into a 
ball but there are so 
few frames of anima- 
tion involved that it all 
looks laughable. 

And what about the 


£24.99 


scrolling? Erm, what 
scrolling? The display 
jerks left and right, 


making it very difficult 
to keep your eye on 
your active turtle. The 
sound effects have you 


@ The Turtles must be famous - and that’s 
not just hype: they’ve now made it as far as 
the ST. The problem is, this is a Turtley awful 
platform game, and if there were any justice 
in the world, someone would have started up 


reaching (or retching) 
for that volume control. 


VERDICT 
It's always an ominous sign when a 
software publisher refuses to send 
you a copy of a game for review, as 
Mirrorsoft originally did in this case. 
You don’t usually expect classic 


J 4 BS RESET 

KORRES SS, GR FN: NSE PE RRR BN. PE 

HER AAC NTN POETS ANNANENETENC STENT TANTRA 
et 


Pts. 8868826 
i 8680160808 


& “This is April O’Neil from Channel 16 News reporting. I’m being 
held captive in the city sewer by a band of mindless mutants and I 
want to go home.” Donatello creeps into action, whips a stick out of 
nowhere and beats the ankles off this end-of-level baddie. Great 
move! That’s why they call ’em half-baked heroes, or whatever it is... 


a “Do not buy this game” campaign by now 


games to emerge from licence 
deals, but with a £25 price tag and 
a name as big as the Turtles you 
envisage something a bit special. 
Gremlins 2, for example, was just a 
simple scrolling shoot-em-up but 
there were heaps of Gremlins leaping 
about on pogo sticks, hiding behind 
the furniture and doing zany things. 
In Turtles you don’t have any of 
this attention to detail, so you're left 
feeling cheated out of your cash. It 
may scale the software charts on the 
strength of Turtlemania, but you're 
going to need a frontal lobotomy if 
you want to play this for more than a 
couple of hours. 
MARK HIGHAM 


GRAPHICS 5 
SOUNDTRACK 3 
INTELLIGENCE 1 
INSTANT APPEAL 5 
LONG TERM INTEREST 1 


OVERALL 38% 
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THE IL Being Star registered dealers we only 

sell official UK machines which come 

IC q with a full 1 year guarantee. Beware 
COMPUTER PRINTERS of inferior imported products. 


PRINTERS 


Star LC10 Mono 144/36 cps 

Star LC10 Il 25% faster version 

Star LC10 colour, 7 colours 

Star LC24-10 - 24 pin multifont 

Star LC24-15 wide carriage version of LC24-10 

* Star FR10 300/76 cps, 31K buffer, 16 NLQ fonts 

%* Star FR15 wide carriage version of FR10 

* Star XB24-10 professional 24 pin series, 27K buffer 
* Star XB24-15 wide carriage version of the above with 41K buffer 
* Star LSO8 LASER PRINTER 1Mb Ram, 300 x 300 dpi 
Star LC10 sheet feeder (auto) 

Star LC10 mono ribbons 

Star LC10 colour ribbons 

Star LC24-10 ribbons 

Star LC10 quality dust cover 


£229.95 
£263.35 
£297.85 


* 12 months on-site maintenance 


ATARI ST DEALS - Choose your own pack 


DISCOVERY PLUS| TURBO PLUS PACK | ULTIMATE GAMES 
PACK 


* ST Tour Tutorial 

* Discover the Atari ST 
PLUS -exclusive to Dowling 
* Konix Megablaster Joysti 
* High Mousepad 
* Dust 


520 STE 
1 MEG RAM 


520 STE 
512K RAM 


ie | 


DISCOVERY PLUS PACK | £259.95 £329.95 £369.95 


TURBO PLUS PACK | £299.95 £339.95 £379.95 


ULTIMATE GAMES PACK| £329.95 £369.95 £399.95 


UPGRADED 520 STE DEALS 
520 STE 520 STE 


with with 


1 MEG RAM 2 MEG RAM 
£349.95 £419.95 


520 STE 
ith 


4MEG RAM 
£499.95 


Ast Word Plus v.3 ..............0++4! RRP £79.95 
Timeworks Publisher ST 


CUMANA * Latest slimline design 


* Built-in PSU - low power 
consumption 

* High speed access 

* Quiet, high precision 
head positioning 


3 1/2" HIGH Box of 50.... 
Bof of 100... 


QUALITY Roll of 1000 
DISKS 


Philips 8833 stereo colour monitor 
Atari SC1224 colour monitor 


STE DIY ram kit IMb STE to 4Mb 
Contriver ST replacement mouse 
inc. mouse mat 


RRP 
£99.95 


£69.95 


* 100% certified * Individually wr: 
* "Made in Japan" media * Fully 


THE NEW 200 lL 
SERIES FROM SU@r* 


"The best printers just got better!" 


LC200 FACT FILE 

* Mulit-purpose 9-pin, 80 column dot matrix printer with colour 
* Black and colour ribbons included as standard 

* Fetal - pole ee tae 0 : 

* cps draft elite/45 cps Near Letter Quality 

* High speed draft facility 225 cps at 12 cpi 

* Swivel selectable push or pull tractor OUR PRICE 
* Bottom feed £199 95 

* Advanced paper parking with sheet feeder installed C} 

* Eight resident NLQ fonts: Courier, Sanserif, Orator, Script and italic versions 


LC24-200 FACT FILE 

* Versatile 24-pin 80 column dot matrix printer 

%* 200 cps in draft elite/67 cps in Letter Quality mode 
* 10 Resident LQ fonts 

* A high speed draft facility of 222 cps at 10 cpi 

* Swivel selectable push or pull tractor 

* Bottom feed 

%* Advanced paper parking with sheet feeder installed 
* The SCOR, of first and last line printing 

* 7 Kbyte buffer expandable to 39 K-bytes 

* 11.7" carriage (A4 in landscape format) 

* Multipart mode for 1 + 4 copies 


LC24-200 COLOUR FACT FILE 
* Multi-purpose colour version of the 24 -pin LC24-200 
%* Seven colour printing - black, purple, orange, green, pink, blue 


RRP £297.85 


RRP £366.85 


OUR PRICE 
£239.95 


RRP £424.35 

and yellow 
30 Kbyte buffer expandable to 62 K-bytes OUR PRICE 
* 10 resident Letter Quality fonts: Sanserif, Times Roman, Courier, 

Prestige, Script and Italic versions e 
% Electronic dip switches operable from the push button front control panel (as the LC24-200 mono version) 
* Optional font cards including Russian 
* Standard black ribbons available for economy purposes 


ray 


BY PHONE 


Simply call our head office quoting your 
Access/Visa number on 


(0767) 681760 


(8 lines) 
BY POST 


Make cheques, building society drafts or 
postal orders payable to: 


Dowling Computers 
DELIVERY (UK Mainland, most areas) 


Please add £6 courier delivery for orders over 
£100, add £2 p&p for orders under. 


eK KO kkk 
GOLD CLUB SERVICE 


%* 7 day money back guarantee if not completely 
satisfied 

%* 30 day exchange for new policy should a fault 
occur 

* 1 year guarantee giving FREE collection and 
delivery service should a fault occur 

* Exclusive gold card with personal membership 
number entitling you to special offers 

* All this for a nominal £10 per item over £100 


WHY CHOOSE DOWLING? 


* ESTABLISHED OVER 4 YEARS 
With a growing reputation for “putting the 
customer first. We intend to satisfy many more 
customers for years to come 


* TECHNICAL SUPPORT/ON-SITE 
ENGINEERS 
Employing over 20 specialist staff, we are 
equipped to deal with the majority of queries 

* FULL TESTING PROCEDURE 
All computer hardware is tested prior to despatch, 
proving Dowlings commitment to customer care 


So choose Dowling and put 
our reputation to the test! 


Total RRP 
over £275 


‘apped 
guaranteed 


LEISURE 


US GOLD £24.99 


his is just a straightforward 

blasteverything game. The 

original Sega arcade version 
of Line of Fire was eminently play- 
able and had everyone hopelessly 
addicted, but the sprites were big 
and producing a successful conver- 
sion always looked tricky. Sadly, it 
hasn't gone at all well. 

The game is split into levels with 
an end-oftevel alien at the end of 
each — now that is a_ surprise! 
Throughout the levels you scroll for- 
wards into the landscape, confronted 
by a stream of terrorists, missiles, 
helicopters and bombs. You move 
some red gunsights around the 
screen, point them at your target 
and fire. The mouse is the best way 
to control the sights but you can use 
the joystick at the same time if you 
wish. In this way, two players can 
play simultaneously. 

When you run over any bombs or 
sustain a hit, a message appears on 
the screen informing you of 
damage. You can 
recover by picking 
up the occasional 
medical kit, but 
you must be 
careful — often 
you blast these 
kits by mistake. 


EFFECTS 
You only need to 
take a glance at the 
screenshots to appreci- 
ate that the visuals are very 


@ Too late! Never mind, you can survive 
many hits before you finally bite the dust. 
Try and pick up the medical kits next time 
you spot them and avoid bombs underfoot 


90 ST FORMAT 


striking. What you don't 


the movement of either 
the enemy sprites or the cen- 


| «18Ge ee 


especially in the 
parallax-scrolling 
backgrounds, is 
superb but there 
are very few frames 


of animation used in then some. 


@ No, this isn’t where you’re going for your 
next holiday, unless you’re the sort who’d 
find Kuwait boring. The map appears at the 
start of a level to show you where to go 


those sights and get blasting. Line of Fire 
is a non-stop, bloodthirsty arcade conversion in which your only 
task is to blast everything that dares to move. Pity it’s unplayable... 


tral playing character. Combine this 


see, though, is the with the appalling speed of the game 
insanely slow speed and you have something that is so 
at which they — unplayable it’s a torture to try. 
move. The atten- The final nail in the coffin is the 
tion to detail, way you lose sight of the cursor, 


with devastating results. The tiny red 
crosshairs get lost in all the blasts 
and before you can find them again 
you often find yourself dead instead. 
That’s adding injury to insult, and 


Sound effects are the usual kind 
of spot explosions and ineffectual 


noises which have you quickly reach- 
ing for the volume control. Believe 
us, you don’t want to listen to these! 


VERDICT 

What is happening to US Gold? A 
software publisher that once used to 
produce some top games like Opera- 
tion Stealth, Strider and The Last 
Crusade is turning out crap like 
ESWAT and Line of Fire. It’s appalling 
enough that they should choose such 
games to release at the most com- 
petitive time of the year, but what's 
even worse is that they're charging 
almost £25 for them. What a rip-off! 

Line of Fire is a horrendous 
game and nothing like its hugely ab- 
sorbing arcade parent. The scrolling 
is ridiculously jerky and the animation 
is almost nonexistent. As if that 
wasn't enough, it’s a travesty that the 
action pauses while the bad guys are 
loaded from disk. 

The game’s biggest problem is 
speed: it’s so appallingly slow that it 
just isn’t playable. There’s little here 
for anyone, even the most forgiving 
novice. If you lash out on this one 
you're going to seriously regret it. 

MARK HIGHAM 


GRAPHICS 5 
SOUNDTRACK 2 
INTELLIGENCE 1 
4 
1 


INSTANT APPEAL 
LONG TERM INTEREST 


OVERALL 39% 


Gre ve ve 
GAHE GVER 


@ The action pauses, the screen turns blue 
and moments later Michael Heseltine and 

Douglas Hurd appear on the screen. Aim... 
Fire! Now, where’s the other one got to? 
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THE 1990 ATARI ST 


RODUCT GUID 


Tye A MUST FOR Gilzir 
ALL ATARI | 
ST OWNERS! 


If you own an Atari ST, then you will not want to miss 
the FREE Atari ST Product Guide from Silica Shop. This 
48 page, full colour guide is packed with details of 
peripherals, accessories, books and software for the 
Atari ST range of computers. In fact, the 1990 Atari ST 
Product Guide is the most comprehensive product 
handbook available for Atari ST owners. Not only does 
the Product Guide provide an invaluable source of in- 
formation to Atari ST computer users, it is available ab- 
solutely FREE OF CHARGE! Just complete and return 
the coupon below. for your FREE COPY! In addition 


to ALL Atari-hardware, the range of products featured 
in the catalogue includes: 


Robotics Clocks Floppy Disk Drives 


Hard Disk Drives Emulators Graphic Tablets 
MIDI/Music Modems Modulators 
Monitors Mouse controllers Plotters 
Printers Scanners Scientific Equip 


Sound Digitisers Sound Samplers. Video Enhancers 


Cables Cleaning Kits Disks 

Disk Boxes Dust Covers Joysticks 
Monitor Access Mouse Access Power Supplies 
Printer Labels Printer Paper Printer Ribbons 
Stands Upgrades 


68000 Processor General Computing 


ST Dedicated 


Arcade Games Compilations Advanced Sims 
Sport Sims Adventures Board & Strategy 


PLUS MUCH MORE! 


SEND FOR YOUR FREE PRODUCT GUIDE! Spreadsheets 


Art & Graphics Accounts CAD 
Communications Databases Desktop Publishing 
Education/Childs Music Programming 
Utilities 


& STILL MORE! 


Word Processors RETURN THE COUPON NOW! 


MAIL ORDER: 1-4 I Mews, Hatherley Rd Rd, ieee aeub DA14 40x Tel: 81. 309° 1111 
Order Lines Open: Mon-Sat 9.00am- 


LONDON SHOP: 52 “ateniam Court Road, “cain WiP OBA Tel: “OS 580 2 4000 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30am. Late Nig) ht: Thursday’ until 8pm Fax No: 071-323 4737 
SIDCUP SHOP: 1-4 The | iar Hatherley Rd, Le eat, DAI4 40x Tel: 081-302 8811 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm ht: : 081-309 0017 
BUSINESS/EDUCATION: _ 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Ra, Sidcu up a DA14 ox. Tel: 081-308 0888 

Order Lines Open: Mon-Fri 9.00am-6.00pm Closed on Satu Fax No: 081-308 0608 


= aw Ga 
| To: Si Silica Shop, Dae STFOR-0291-31 311-4 The h Mews, H Hatherley Road, PLEASE SEND MEA FREE $7 DHOnUGy GainE Kent [ DAI4 4 “0x 


y PLEASE SEND ME A FREE ST PRODUCT GUIDE] ] 


j Mr/Mrs/Ms: .......... Initials: ............... SUIMPBUTIOS os-seceos sosccesearevosthicivactntsssavenseqsestvectevess tau anette i 


UN ESS Wee reer essen ceer sovercsttacasatnaccscanesergstassoscet aceon vocsadcndescseiesavadstasaeusvassacteeosetateaselscssecssestee ee ] 


Silica are the UK's No 1 Atari Specialists. We have been <i 
established for over 12 years, and have an annual turnover GM IM ” FR Fem ween ene esses ees eeee tes cetenenteneenentensatenenseceenssnensesnesnssestesessesessesessessesesnesnssisatensaesnssesasensacsnensenees 
of £10 million. With our experience and expertise, we can 


claim to meet our customers requirements with an 


| ROSACOGC Sooo cs aconsctesecsstennicecssascssasassovcedcsctssscateceteas Ws eesecccnsncancavnaecetvssnarassacstatsptenseuvteetict teres j 
understanding which is second to none. But don't just take SH OP 
our word for it. Com plete and retum the Coupon for our lates| 3 Which computer(s), do you own? ................ 
SSS) a 


free literature and begin to experience the “Silica Service’ 
7 a Pe mm ny coy id bee A megee 
E&OE - and specifications may change - please return the 


IF YOU WANT A SHARE OF THE 
GREAT £% MILLION SOFTWARE 
GIVEAWAY THEN YOU MUST READ 


ST TITLES FROM THEIR EXTENSIVE 
RANGE. REMEMBER, THESE ARE 
FULL WORKING VERSIONS AND 
NOT DEMOS OR SAMPLERS LIKE 
THOSE FOUND ON MAGAZINE 
COVERDISKS. 


THIS IS THE REAL McCOY!! 


A 924 TURBO RACING SMASH 
THIS GAME IS STILL SOLD AT £20 
A COPY! GET IT FREE NOW! 


COMBAR 
MISSION 


THIS GAME 
= MADEA BIG 
SPLASH, RAMP 
JUMPING 
FREESTYLE 
ACTION. 


QUESTION.... WHY SHOULD ANYONE 
WANT TO GIVE AWAY GAMES? 


SHOULDN'T THEY BE DECLARED 
INSANE AND LOCKED UP? 


APPARENTLY NOT, A SPOKESMAN 


ELECTION OF ST TITLES ~ 


IQ..SO WHAT ARE THESE GAMES 
LIKE? 


ELL WE FEEL THE REVIEWS AND 
AWARDS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. 
PUT SIMPLY, THESE ARE GREAT 
GAMES. 


EMEN 


LEADING BRITISH 


SOFTWARE HOUSE TO GIVE 
AWAY 100,000 GAMES!! 


CHOOSE FROM- 


TURBO 
MASTER 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


WATERSK/ 
CHALLENGE 


INT COMBAT 
MISSION 


OR TAKE ALL 3 FREE * 


Q.. SO WHATS THE CATCH? 
A..WELL THERE IS NO CATCH. 


ALL THE COMPANY ARE ASKING IS 
THAT YOU PAY FOR THE COST OF 
THE DISK. THE SHIPPING AND 
HANDLING AND THE GAME IS 
YOURS FREE. THERE IS OF COURSE 
ONE RESTRICTION AND THAT IS 
THIS OFFER IS STRICTLY LIMITED 
TO 3 GAMES PER ST FORMAT 
READER. 


SOUNDS LIKE A GOOD DEAL 
GUYS! 


AS FOR THIS DISK, HANDLING AND 
SHIPPING CHARGE WELL THEY ASK 
£2.00 PER GAME OR IF YOU 
WANT ALL THREE GAMES ON 
THREE DISKS THEN JUST £5.00. 


“SO LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT” | 
SAID, “IF | SEND YOU GUYS FIVE 
QUID, YOU WILL SEND ME 3 
GAMES WORTH UPTO £30.00 
IN A SHOP” 


THE GENTLEMAN SAID..... “YES~ 


NOW THATS A GREAT DEAL 
THATS TOO GOOD TO MISS. 


ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE NOW. 
IF YOU ORDER AND WE CANNOT 
SUPPLY BECAUSE WE HAVE GIVEN 
AWAY THE 100,000 FREE GAMES 
THEN WE WILL SEND YOU YOUR 
MONEY BACK IN FULL. 


SEND YOUR CHEQUES OR POSTAL 
ORDERS PAYABLE TO “FREE GAME 

OFFER” STATING THE FREE GAMES 
YOU WANT NOW!! TO; 


FREE GAME OFFER 
DEPT. SF2 
MAYFAIR HOUSE 


HILLCREST 
TADLEY, HANTS 
RG27 6JB 


ALL GAMES ARE FREE, YOU MUST PAY FOR THE DISK, SHIPPING AND HANDLING AS QUOTED. 


PO BOX 38 EASTLEIGH 


HAMPSHIRE S05 5WR oe 


THE LARGEST PD "GAMES ONLY" LIBRARY 
FOR THE ST. 

Over 500 different games + a wide selection of educational 
software, we are also authorised distributors for the unique 
BUDGIE UK LICENCEWARE 
CATALOGUE AVAILABLE ON DISK 
(Please send 3 FIRST CLASS STAMPS) 


BUY 5 DISKS AND CHOOSE 1 FREE 
BUY 10 AND GET EXTRA 2 
+ A SPECIAL XMAS DISK. 


blowing Oiuertanmaans 


YS 
NEW MESSAGES EVERY WEEK 


—— Preprietor.B.Everiss.P®. Box 71. Kineton. Warwick.€V35 OXA. 
Calls charged at 33p per mir cheap rate ana 43p per min at all other hmes 
( Ask wnoever pays phone bill ) 


DS COLOURED 
5% be 8 


Sane 3 42p 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE DISKETTE 
LABELS ENVELOPES AND VAT 
ORDER NOW WITH POSTAL ORDER OR 
CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO EURODATA, 
OR TELEPHONE YOUR ORDER USING 
MASTERCARD & VISA. SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY 
ADD £3.20 P&P 


FAX: 0858 432549 
RING FOR 
MEMOREX 

BRANDED PRICES 


LOWEST 
PRICES 
FOR HIGHEST q 
QUALITY 


myst 


hat a plonker! You've 
gone and lost all the 
Great Wizard’s scrolls 


and phials. Needless to say, this 
doesn’t do your career prospect as a 
novice magician much good. 
Fortunately, the Great Wizard 
gives you the chance to redeem 
yourself by collecting all these 
objects again. Trouble is, they're 
strewn over some pretty hostile 
worlds, populated by equally 


hostile monsters. 

Mystical is a vertically-scrolling 
shoot’em-up. You watch your magi- 
cian from above and behind as he 
ambles through the landscape. Here 
and there you come across the Wiz- 
ard’s phials and scrolls — pick these 


them up in cages, turn them to stone 
and generally do horrible things to 
them, you beast you. 
You have to traverse five worlds 
© inall, each divided into three stages. 
i — um sThere’s a pentacle at the end of each 
™ Gotcher! You've used a cage stage and you have to hang around 
Scrouto peneou all the on, until your master’s crystal _ ball 
screen baddies. Now you've got 
to hang around by that end-of- appears and takes you off to the 
stage pentacle wossname thingy _"€Xt Section. And at the end of each 
World is a very nasty end-of-level 
guardian. 
’ Between 
DM stages you can 
shuffle your 
remaining 


up by walking over them. You 
also encounter monks. that 
lob Bibles at you, sweet 

little shepherds flinging 
sheep, walking trees 4 


and hairy —_—nean- , potions so 
derthals to name a ga that they 
few. It's just too ff | can be 
horrible for words. / used in 

To help you sur- the order 
vive these attacks ¥ : y that you 
you can quaff some Me choose, 
of the Wizard's potions although it's 
for weapons or spells, or not too diffi- 
stop to read one of his cult to cycle 


through them during 


scrolls. You can shout “Boo!” to : 
@ Time to guzzle a potion... 


scare the monsters to death, lock 


@ You’re between stages, with 
the chance to reorganise all 
your scrolls and potions 


@ There we go - your master 
arrives to collect you, ready 
for the next stage... 
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@ The guardian at the end of World One. What a swine, casually 
chucking cherubs at you like that! Ah well, not a problem - you'll just 
have to waste the lot of ’em, poor little beggars 


play. It’s the spells that lift Mystical 
above the ordinary shoot’em-up, 
enabling you to pick just the 
right potion. 

There is one problem, though: 
you must use the keyboard at the 
same time as the joystick. It takes 
precious moments to quaff a potion 
or read a scroll — and meanwhile 
baddies are busily doing their worst! 


EFFECTS 

The graphics are quite superb. All 
the characters are large and 
detailed, well animated and very 
funny. The graphics don’t move 
particularly quickly, but the overall 
pace of the game is gentle, so it 
doesn't really matter. 

Sound is great, with a terrific 
gothic-sounding title tune and some 
excellent sound effects - especially 
when you cast spells! “Very funny 
indeed. | chortled” — R. Lawton. 


VERDICT 
Mystical’s gameplay isn’t particularly 
deep. Although the ability to collect 


# Boo! That potion you've just 
drunk scares the... ahem... 
wotsit out of the baddies 


LEISURE 


ical 


INFOGRAMES £24.99 


perth 

& Blast those monks with your 
vampire bullets and send your 
golem to bounce on that dodgy 
geezer in front of you... 


and select spells adds to the depth, 
using the keyboard takes away the 
arcade immediacy and leaves you 
annoyingly vulnerable when you 
drink or read. 

However, it’s the graphics and 
sound that make the game. They are 
both very polished and highly enter- 
taining — enough to turn a rather 
average game into a very good 
release. But will it keep you going for 
months and months? Not really. 

ROD LAWTON 


@ You’ve armed yourself with a 
fire-aura potion. The bar on the 
left of the screen shows (top) 
the currently selected scroll and 
(bottom) the currently selected 
potion. Got all that? Good 


GRAPHICS 

SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 

INSTANT APPEAL 8 
LONG TERM INTEREST 6 


76% 


OVERALL 


MS wi 
: | ye ty - ape! 

B Get on with it! Reading out the 
magic scrolls takes up precious 
seconds - time you don’t have 
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SOFTWARE WORLDWIDE 


SOFTWARE 


| W@RLDWIDE | VISA | 

106A Chilwell Road, Beest ae RED WIDE 

ilwell Road, Beeston, 5 R 106A Chilwell Road, Beeston, 
Nottingham, NG9 1ES S O FT WA R E E Nottingham, NG9 1ES a 


@ FREE Catalogue Disk (Plus latest demos when available) with every order over £10.00 
@ All orders despatched by Ist class post ® Quality products at keenest prices 


®@ 7 day 24 hour ordering 


® Credit card accounts debited only on despatch of goods 


® Complete customer satisfaction is our aim 


Order by Telephone: Credit card order telephone lines 

0602 252113 0602 225368 

by Fax: Fax your order with credit card details 
0602 430477 

by Mail: Send payment with order 


Please give your name, address, telephone no., software title, mag advertised and computer type. 


Worldwide Pack 1 Worldwide Pack 2 Worldwide Pack 3 


ST Second Drive ST Second Drive ST Second Drive + 30 Blank Disks 
+ Any three software titles with our + Any two software titles with our + ST Protective Dust Cover 
advertised price of £17.95 or less advertised price of £17.95 or less + 100 Disk Storage Box 


ONLY £114.99 ONLY £104.99 ONLY £99.99 


ST SOFTWARE 


Action Stations... 

Advanced Tactical Fighter 2.. 
Alpha W 

Amazing Spiderman.. 
Anarchy 

Ancient Battles 

Armour Geddon. 


Batman the Movie . 
Battle Command. 
Battlemaster .... 
Batlestorm.. 

BAT. 


Blitzkreig May 
Bomber Mission Dis 
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Chase HQ 2 

Chess Simulator .... 
Chronicles of Omega 

Chuck Yeager Flight Trainer . 
Corporation 

Crime Doesn't Pay. 

Crime Wave .. 

Curse of Ra ... 


SOU DS LL LULL Lappe eh pp 


RNNENSNNNNORNN=SNDSN 


Dragon Breed ... 
Dragon Flight 

Dragons Breath . 
Dragons Lair 2.. 
Dragons of Flame. 
Duck Tales 

Dungeon Master Editor 
Bipason Master: 
Eagles Riders .... 

ECO Phantoms.. 
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Europe (other than UK) 
shipping costs are: 
£1.50 per disc for normal airmail 
£2.50 per disc for express airmail 


ST SOFTWARE 
F16 Falcon Mission Disk 2 
F19 Stealth Fighter .... 
F29 Retaliator .... 
Ferrari Formula 1 
Final Battle 
Final Command.. 
Finest Hour Battle of Britain 
Fire Brigade 
Flight of the Intruder... 
Flight Sim 2 Hawaii Scenery 
Flight Sim 2 
Flippit and Magnose. 


Frontline 

Full Blast Compilati 

Fun School 2 (6-8 years) .. 
Fun School 2 {over 8 years) . 
Fun School 2 (under 6 years) 
Fun School 3 (5-7 years) .. 
Fun School 3 {over 7 years) . 
Fun School 3 (under 
Future Basketball 
Gazzas New Soccer Game. 
eanprah 

Gold of the Aztecs 


Goofys Railway Express ... 


Greg Normans Ultimate Golf... 


Gremlins 2 .... 
Gunship .... 

Hard Drivin 2. 
Harley Davidson .. 
Helter Skelter .... 
Heroes Conpictio 
Hollywood Collection 
Horror Zombies... 
Imperium 
International Soccer 

lt Came From the Desert 
Jack Nicklaus Golf... 
James Pond Underwa 


Killing Game Show.. 
Knights of Legend. 
Last Ninja 2 

Legend of Billy Boulder 
Legend of Faerghail. 
Leisuresuit Larry 1. 
Leisuresuit Larry 2. 
Leisuresuit Larry 3. 
Lemmings 

Life and Death.. 

Line of Fire 


Master Blaster .. 

Matrix Maraude 

Mean Streets... 

Mickeys Crossword Maker . 
Mickeys Runaway Zoo... 
Midnight Resistance 
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ST SOFTWARE 


Mig 29 Fulcrum. 
Mindgames Strategy Comp. 
Monty Python Flying Circus.. 
Murders in Space 

Murder. 


RC 
New York Warrior: 
Night Breed 
Nightshift .. 
Nitro 
Obitus.... 
Off Road 
Omnicon Conspi 
Operation Harrier 
Operation Stealth 
Operation Thunderbolt. 
Oriental Games ... 
Pang 
Paradroid 90 
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Platinum Compilation 
Player Manager ... 
Plotti 

Pool 
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Power Pack Compilation . 
Powerdrome 
Powermonger .. 

Pro Tennis Tour 

Prof Looks at New 
Projectyle . 

Puzznic . 

Rainbow 

Ranxerox.. 

Reach for t 

Red Storm Rising . 
Return to Europe.. 

Rick Dangerous 2 
Riders of Rohan... 
Rings of Medusa . 
Robocop 2 

Rogue Trooper . 
Rofox.... 

Satan... 

Secret of Monkey Island . 
Shadow of the Beast... 
Shadow Warriors 
Silent Service... 

Sim City ... 

Simulcra... 

Skate Wars 

Sly Spy Secret Agent .. 


Snowstrike 
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Storm Across Europe 


Stormovik 
Street Hockey 
Strider 2.... 
Stunrunner . 
Stunt Car Racer 
Subbuteo 


Teenage Muta 
The Final Conflict.. 


The Ultimate Ride .... a 
Their Finest Hour Battle Britain... 
Things to do with Words (5-12 yrs) . 
Three Bears (5-10 years) 
Thunderstrike ... 

Tie Break 

Time Machine 

TNT Compilation . 

Toki 

Torvak the Warrior .. 
Total Recall 

Tournament Golf.. 

Triad Vol 3 

Turrican. 
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Welltris 

Wheels of Fire Compilation 
Wings of Death... 

Wings of Fury. 

Winning Tactic: 
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Xenomorph.. 
Xiphos 
Yolanda .. 
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BUDGET SOFTWARE 
Advanced Fruit Machine Sim ......6. 
Afterburner 
Arkanoid 2 
Batman Caped Crusader 
Blinkys Scary School.. 
Cosmic Pirate 
Double Dragon .. 

Drum Studio.... 
Espionage .. 

Fast Lane 

Formula One Grand Prix 
Guardian Angels... 
Hitchikers Guide. 
Hostages 
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Please make cheques or postal orders payable to WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE 


All prices include postage and packing in the UK. 


Not all titles released at time of going to press. Titles and prices subject to change 


FAX NO: 0602 430477 


BUDGET SOFTWARE 


Nitro Boost Challenge. 
On Safari... 
Pinball Fac! 
Planetfall .. 
Postman Pat. 

Pre School Kids 

Pro Power Boat... 
Question of Sport 

R Type.. 

Rotor... 

Roy of the Rovers. 
Screaming Wings 
Silkworm 

Skrull the Barbarian 
Spidertronic.... 
Star Goose... 

Star Raiders . 

Star Ray... 
Starblaze .... 


Treasure Wena Dicey 
Trivia Challenge. 
Turbo Cup ... 


CITIZEN PRINTERS 
Citizen 120D Plus . 185.0 
Citizen Swift 9 ... 
Citizen Swift 24... 

(includes free connecting cable) 


MANNESMAN TALLY PRINTERS 
MT81 
MT13 


JOYSTICKS 
Cheetah 125 Plus 
Competition Pro Clear 
Competition Pro Extra 
Competition Pro Glo (Green) 
Competition Pro Glo (Pink) 
Competition Pro 
Cruiser (Black, Blue or 
Multicolour) ... 
Megablaster .. 
Navigator Autofire 
Quickshot 3 Turbo . 

ker 

Speedking Autofire 
Speedkin 
Zip Stick Autofire... 


SOR ROS 
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Outside Europe shipping costs are: 
£2.00 per disc for normal airmail 
£3.00 per disc for express airmail 


ow do you improve on 

Tetris, the Russian block- 

buster that had all us 
decadent Westerners marvelling at 
its compulsive simplicity? Well, Info- 
grames reckon they know how, and 
have come up with a new, improved 
version with four walls instead of 
one, loads more pieces and some 
extra rules to keep you on your toes. 

The basic principle remains the 
same. As blocks drift down a wall 
you can rotate them and move them 
to fit into those already at the 
bottom. When you complete a whole 
line it disappears. 

However, where Tetris had you 
forming lines on just one wall, Well- 
tris has you doing it with four. You 
look down into a kind of well (hence, 


@ Oh dear! You’ve landed a piece badly and blocked off that left- 
hand wall. Never mind, try discussing tactics with a close friend... 


INFOGRAMES £24.99 


the name) and must create lines on a 
“floor” at the bottom. The blocks 
slide down the walls and then across 
this floor, stopping at the first 
obstruction they encounter. The 
dimensions of the playing area 
mean you have less space to 
work in but can drop shapes 
from any of four directions 
— the walls even “wrap” 
around. Complicated 
stuff, eh? 

What's more, if 
you leave any part of | 
a shape overlapping ff 
onto a wall it be- § 
comes unusable until 
you land another 
three shapes. This 
means that the game 
ends when all four walls 
become blocked off, 
rather than when the pieces 
pile up to the roof. 

There are three levels to 
choose from, each of them featuring 
steadily increasing speeds as you 


MOVE MODE 


by 


@ Eeek! Two walls blocked off! 
It’s getting tough down there... 


~~ 
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SET UP GAME 
LEVEL |°14]12/:3 


SOUND) ON). OFF 


progress. On the first level, the 
shapes are made of two, three or 
four blocks. On the second level it’s 
four blocks and on the third level, 
between two and five blocks. Ouch! 
Apart from this, the game is 
very similar to Tetris in appearance. 
i b For every demanding increase in 
fem speed on the left of the playing 
: may screen you get a brand new 
picture on the right. This 
depicts Russian scenes to 
prop up the inevitably rather 
plain graphics. 


@ The options screen enables 
you to decide just how much 
punishment you want to take 


HI SCORE 
INFO 
i312) 
EFFECTS 
The graphics are far, far 
Ree better than those of Tetris 
fee on the ST. OK, so there’s not 
much to them, but the shapes 
move rapidly in response to 
yong the controls, and are sufficiently 
clear and well-defined to allow the 
splitsecond timing necessary when 

the going gets tough. 
The sound is minimal. There’s a 
pseudo-Russian jingle every time the 


- but at least the piccie’s nice down already! The end is near 


LEISURE 


game speeds up, but after that 
you're back to some rather basic 
block-bashing noises. 


VERDICT 

Tetris was brilliantly simple. Welltris 
has certainly added to the gameplay 
and depth of the original, but the 
result is a game that’s no longer 
simple at all. The strategies are 
more complex and it requires 
greater lateral thinking — but it’s not 
the same game any more. Welltris 
has more features, but in gaining 
these features it’s lost the simplistic 
appeal of the original. And it’s really 
not very easy to tell if you're doing 
well or not! 

However, 


the responsiveness 


and playability of the game are much 
better. Welltris is definitely one for 
the eggheads, even those new to the 
ST - you'll take a long, long time to 
master its subtleties. 

ROD LAWTON 


@ A bonus piece! Great, but look 
at the shape of the darn thing 


Ris 


@ A piece slides down the wall - 


where are you going to put that? 


GRAPHICS 

SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 

INSTANT APPEAL 6 
LONG TERM INTEREST 7 


OVERALL 71% 


That’s it, game over 
you’d best go back to solitaire 
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ims like Tron and The Last 
- Starfighter have proved just 

what computers can do when 
it comes to sophisticated animation 
and mimicking reality. Surprisingly, 
though, this animation has rarely 
found its way down onto the humble 
home micro. Space Ace came the 
closest, offering Disney-style anima- 
tion on an ordinary ST, but it was 
more like watching a PD demo than 
participating in a game. Prince of Per- 
sia may not quite 
scale the same 
dizzy heights but the 


“Precise, detailed 


level one this means you have to 
work your way forward through the 
level until you get all the way to the 
end, pick up the sword, carry it back 
safely and then hack the head off of 
the bearded Arab. Once you've col- 
lected the sword it stays with you into 
the remainder of the levels. 

What makes this objective even 
tougher is the heaps of puzzles you 
must solve to work your way through 
the castle. These are focused on try- 
ing tests of your 
joystick skill and 
simple switches. If 


gan 2 OS Gmanonpis  eoeae a 
Don't expect entertaining turned to the begin- 
a radically original ning of the level to 
plot, though. The puzzles means a try again. 
See sto- thoroughly eee this, 
ryline goes some- e animation is 
thing like this: the @bsorbing game. — wonderful. All the 
busty blonde little movement is so 
hostess with the If only all games detailed that you 


mostest that you could be like this!’’ can make your play- 


fancied has gone 
and got herself imprisoned in a Per- 
sian castle. You must rescue her 
from her captors, produce a wedding 
ring out of thin air and marry her 
before she realises you're really a bit 
of a wimp. 

Working out how to get through 
the castle is the hard part. Your task 
in each level is to discover the exit 


ing character run 
over three tiles at a time, walk across 
single tiles or stop dead. To climb up 
ledges, you simply push the joystick 
up and your hero thrusts his arms 
into the air and pulls himself upwards. 
If you look like tumbling off a ledge, 
you can even thrust out your arms 
and grab onto the precipice - if 
you're quick. When it comes to jump- 


In Prince of Persia, you wake up inside this giant castle, dressed 
in nothing but your super-trendy pyjamas. What are you doing here? 
Dunno, but that busty blonde at the start of the game looked pretty 
smoochy so let’s try and find her. Dodge falling tiles, leap across 
crevasses and duel with Arab swordsmen, all in an attempt to find 
the Princess... then wake up just before you get your due reward! 


through to the next. Unfortunately, ing, you can either leap from a stand- 
it's usually protected by malicious — ing start or take a running jump over 
swordsmen and you don't stand a __ bigger gaps. 

chance in hell of destroying them It’s all beautifully realistic - but 
without locating the sword first. In you do need to exercise all these 


Inch back so that 

7 you have three 
blank tiles ahead of 
you and then take a 
running jump across 
the gap. Drop down a 
platform and continue 
to the next screen 


, You’ve discovered the 

sword! Now you can dash 
all the way back again and get 
the swordsman back at the 
second screen. But be careful 
not to die on the way back, or 
you have to go and collect the 
sword all over again! 


6 This looks simple enough but there 5 Run straight 
are two switches on this screen: one across the plat- 
raises the portcullis slowly while the other form and off to the 
makes it drop instantly. Take single steps other screen. Two tiles 
up to E. This is the switch that opens the fall from under you as 
portcullis. Now take single steps up to F you go but they do you 
and then leap across the next two tiles. no harm. If you work 
The tile at F drops from under your feet your way down to D 
the moment you you can fall through to 
stand on it and the another area of the 
tile next to it is the game where you can 
discover a potion to 
restore your energy 


switch to close the 
portcullis 
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moves to work your way through the 
castle. In one of the screens on level 
one, for instance, you need to walk 
carefully over one switch to cause a 
portcullis to rise, then leap over the 
next two tiles — the first tile falls 
beneath you if you stand on it and 
the second causes the portcullis to 
drop before you can reach it. 

If you fall down gaps in the tiles 
you can either lose energy or end up 
dead, depending on how far you fall. 
To refresh your energy you need to 
find a potion. These are often hidden 
in secret sections of a level which 
can only be discovered by jumping 
up and knocking out tiles above your 
head. All good fun, so long as you 
don’t get killed in the process. 


EFFECTS 

Perfectly smooth animation is what 
makes Persia special. There are so 
many frames of animation used in 
walking, running, jumping and climb- 
ing that the movement looks brilliantly 
realistic. There’s even several frames 
for such a simple activity as turning 
round. There’s a tiny delay in the 
game’s response to your movements 
and the animation tends to slow down 
slightly when there are other things 
happening on the screen — such as 
tiles falling around you — but this 
doesn't disturb the gameplay. 

To move around the level you 
have to dash across rows of tiles. 
There is no scrolling, so as you 
move off of the end of one screen 
you're instantly transported to the 
start of the next. These screens are 


all set against a boring black back- 
drop — but compensating for the lack 
of backgrounds are some kaleido- 
scopic intermediary screens between 
levels which are so colourful they 
make your eyes sting. 

Sound effects are a long way off 
rivalling those used in Space Ace, 
where sampled music was played 
throughout. Simple sampled spot 
effects are used instead to indicate 


In the course of the game you 
come across hosts of potions. 
Some give you extra time (great) 
or energy (good), but some others 
simply kill you off (not so helpful) 


when you're running, collecting items 
or activating switches, and a sound 
chip tune introduces each level. 
There is a nice gory “shht” effect 
when you fall on the knives, though... 


VERDICT 
Prince of Persia is an enormously 
entertaining game. Even when you 
tire of the puzzles, you can still enjoy 
the quality animation. Each of the 


screens is equipped with many test- 
ing obstacles, and when you believe 
you know a level inside out it’s still 
possible to accidentally discover a 
pathway to more potions and 
another swordsman. 

One major point in Persia’s 
favour is the way the traditional lives 
system has been abandoned. 
Instead, you get a 60 minute time 
limit to explore the castle. This 
means you can die over and over 
again, always returning to the begin- 
ning of the level. The only complaint 
comes when you're tackling a few 
annoying obstacles and you're con- 
stantly returned to the start of the 
level rather than being given the 
option to continue from where you 
last failed. It's even worse when you 
race all through a level, pick up a 
sword and then fall down a hole just 
seconds before you meet the 
swordsman guarding the level exit. 
This is a minor complaint, though, 
and one you quickly learn to tolerate. 

Precise, detailed animation is 
married with entertaining puzzles to 
produce a_ thoroughly absorbing 
game. If you're looking for some- 
thing you can impress your friends 
with and still be addicted to after a 
marathon 12-hour playing stint, this 
is it. Let's hope Prince of Persia is 
about to mark a change in animation 
techniques so that we can finally kiss 
goodbye to the laughable character 
movement in such games as ESWAT, 
Ninja Remix and Rick Dangerous. If 
only all games could be like this! 

MARK HIGHAM 


LEISURE 


Bi Give this guy hell. Raise your 
sword and thrust it hilt-deep into 
his gut the first chance you get. 
Three such hits and he falls to 
the ground, writhing in blood- 
soaked agony. Er, excuse me, 
I'm starting to feel a bit queasy... 


# Notice his failing energy on 
the bottom right of the screen, 
with yours shown at the left. 
One last hit and he fa®s-te the 
ground, clutching his #sach 


# Well, that’s him out of the way! 
Now race on to the second level. 
Leap up and activate the switch 
tile and a door opens, giving you 
access to the rest of the game 


GRAPHICS 

SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 

INSTANT APPEAL 9 
LONG TERM INTEREST 8 


OVERALL 90% 


The level opens. Dash off the ledge and down to the next platform. The tile at A is loose, so when you walk 
over it, it falls from underneath you. Walk over A, wait for it to fall and jump down onto the next screen 


4 Run off the end of 
the platform, then 

double back to hit the 
switch at C. Doing this 
activates the portcullis. 
Now step up to the edge 
of the bottom platform 
and leap across before 
the portcullis closes 


3 Run towards the edge of the 
platform, then take small steps 

so you’re standing right at the very 
edge. Now leap over the divide and 
take single steps backwards until 
you reach the tile at B. This is a 
switch which activates the exit 
portcullis. Wait for the door to rise, 
then run through to the next screen 


2 Phew, made it! 
Now stand up, run 
left and climb the wall. 
If you run right you 
bump into one of the 
swordsmen, but since 
you don’t yet have the 
sword you don’t stand . 
much of a chance 
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NEW TITLES SENT DAY 
OF RELEASE 


1 UPPER PARK STREE 


KLE! 


24 HR HOTLINE 


SHOLFTIWYAIRIE) Aor 


T 


HOLYHEAD, GWYNEDD LLG5 1HA 


PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND DELIVERY BY FIRST CLASS POST (UK & BFPO) 


Championship Run. 
Chaos Strikes Back 


Chrono Quest 2... 
Colossus Chess 10 
Combo Racer . 
Corporation... 
Damocles 

Days of Thunder. 
Death Trap. 

Debut 


Defender 2. 

Dick Tracy. 

Double Dragon 2 

Dragon Breed . 

Dragon Flight... 

Dragon Ninja 

Dragons Breath ... 

Dragons of Flame 
Dungeon Master. 

Eco Phantoms 

Elite 

Elvira 

Emlyn Hughes Int. Soccer 
Epic .. 

ESWAT 

European Super League .. 
Extase 

F16 Combat Pilot 

F16 Combat Pilot 

F16 Falcon . 


F19 Stealth Fighter 
F29 Retaliator .. 


Falcon Mission Disk 1 or 2... 


Fighter Bomber... 

Fighter Bomber Data Disk 
Final Battle .. 

Fire and Brimstone 

Fire and Forget 2 

Flight of the Intruder . 


BUSINESS 


Fleet Street Publisher 
Hisoft Basic 

Hisoft C 

K-Data. 


Mailshot Plus. 
Prodata.... 
Protext V4.2 .. 


Flimbo's Quest... 
Flip-It & Magnose .. 
Flood 


Future Basketball .. 
Gazza.. 

Golden Axe.. 

Gold of the Aztecs . 
Gravity . 

Gremlins 2... 

Hard Drivin 2 . 
Harley Davidson 
Helter Skelter. 
Heroes of the Lance .. 
Hillsfar ..... 

Horror Zombies . 
Hunt for Red October 
Immortal (1 Meg) 
Imperium .... 


Indy Last Crusade Adventure.. 


Interphi 
International 3D Tennis. 


Operation Stealth 
Oriental Games 
Pang.. 

Paradroid 90. 
Photon Storm 
Pipemania 
Pirates 

Plague 

Player Manager 
Populous .. 
Populous Promised Lands 
Powermonger.. 


Red Lightning .. 
Red Storm Rising 
Resolution 101 
Rick Dangerous 2 
Robocop 1 


International Soccer Challenge .. y Robocop 2 


Italy 1990 
It Cane From the Desert. 


Kick of 3 Final Whistle 

Kid Gloves . 

Killing Cloud ... 

Kings Quest 4 

Knightforce 

Last Ninja 2 

Legend of Billy Boulder 

Legend of the Lost. 

Leisure Suit Larry 3 .. 

Lemmings... 

Life and Death... 

Line of Fire 

Loom 

Loop: 

Lost Patrol .. 

Lotus Turbo Esprit 

M1 Tank Platoon. 

Magic Fly... 

Manchester United .. 

Manhunter 

Mean Street 

Midnight Resistance 

Midwinter 

Mighty Bombjack.. 
Monty Python’ 's F. Circus 


Omnicron Conspiracy . 
Operation Harrier. 


Factfile 500 Spelling 
First Paint 
French Mistress Level A+B 


M.Beacon Teaches Typing . 
Micro Maths 


Rogue Trooper 

Rotox 

RVF H 

Shadow of the Beast.. 
Shadow Warriors 
Sherman M4 


Spindizzy 2 
Spy Who Li 
Starblade .. 


Tennis Cup 

Their Finest Hour 
Theme Park Mystery . 
Thunderstrike . 

Tie Break . 

Time Machine. 
Torvak the Warrior .. 
Total Recall. 
Tournament Golf 
Toyota Celica 
Treasure Trap. 
Ultimate Golf 


JOYSTICKS 


Cheetah 125+.. 


Cheetah Mach. 1 Autofire. 


Cheetah Starprobe . 
Competition Pro 500 
Competition Pro 5000 
Competition Pro Extra 


Competition Pro Glo (Red or 


Competition Pro Phantom 
Cruiser Autofire Clear 
Konix Navigator 

Konix Speedking Autofire 
Quickjoy 2... 

Quickjoy 3 Supercharger. 
Quickjoy 5 Superboard . 
Quickjoy 6 Jetfighter . 
Quickshot 2 Turbo . 
Quickshot 3 Turbo . 
Quickshot Remote .. 


Ultimate Ride... 
Ultima V 
Universe 3 


Venom Wing 

Venus Flytrap . 
Voodoo Nightmare. 
War Jeep ..... 

Web of Terror... 
Wings Of Fury 
Wolfpack (1 Meg) .. 
World Championship 
Wrath of the Demon .. 
xis: 

Z-Out.. 


MASTER MIX.. 
Super Wonderboy, Turbo Outrun, Crackdown 
Dynamite Dux, Enduro Racer. 


MIND GAMES 
Waterloo, Austerlitz, Conflict Europe. 


POWER PACK 
TV Sports Football, Lombard RAC, Xenon 2 
Megablast, Bloodwych. 


SOCCER MANIA.. £16.75 
Football Manager 2, Football Manager World 
Cup, Micoprose Soccer, Gazza's Super 


PLATINUM 
Strider, Ghouls n Ghosts, Forgotten Worlds, 
Black Tiger. 


SPORTING GOLD... HE 
California Games, Games Summer Edition, 
Games Winter Edition. 


TASB Bes I 
Xybots, Toobin, APB, Dragon Spirit, Hard 
Drivin 

HEROES 


Licence to Kill, Star Wars, Running Man, 
Barbarian 2. 


HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION i 
Robocop, Ghostbusters 2, Indiana Jones, 
Batman 


WHEELS OF FIRE 
Turbo Outrun, Chase HQ, Hard Drivin’, 
Power Drift. 


BLANK DISKS 
DOUBLE SIDED DOUBLE DENSITY 


10x 3.5". 

3.5" Box of 20. 

50 x 3.5"... 

3.5" (TDK) Box of 10 


3.5" DISK STORAGE BOXES WITH LOCK 
40 Capacity . 
80 Capacity . 


Disk Drive Cleaner 3.5" .. 

ST Dust Cover... 

Four Player Adaptor . 

Joystick Extender . 

Contriver Mouse + Mat 
Naksha Mouse + Mat + Pocket 
Mouse Mat (Red or Blue) ...... 


merica is a strange and 

scary place. In US Gold's 

vision of the future you are a 
member of the CyberPolice and your 
aim is to make it to the elite corps of 
headbangers — the Enhanced SWAT 
team. ESWATs get to play with 
cybernetic exo-suits featuring duo 
laser-cannons. They also get the 
opportunity to say things like “Your 
move, creep” without looking totally 
out of character. 

First you must prove to your 
superiors that you are of the right 
stuff by dealing with three gangland 
bosses. If you successfully make 
your way through the mean city 
streets, you get to meet these 
toughies in the flesh. Pop them off 
and your Chief rewards you with a 
promotional shoulder-stripe (but no 
pay-rise, of course!). Beat all three 
and you get to put on the cling-film 
suit and look cool. 

In perhaps the worst example of 
a hackneyed game format, you get 
all kinds of nasty to deal with. The 
first is the poor animation: you are a 
kind of Pink Panther with a groin 
rash, unable to move your back leg 
past your front knee for fear of a 
devilsome chafe. Then you discover 
your next problem: your state-of the- 
art, hi-tech weaponry is really a 
potato-popping spud-gun. Strictly 


@ Level 2: Kill the hood and the 

girl unties herself. Why couldn’t 
she before? Stick around as she 
tries to show her gratitude...Oo! 


@ Level 1: This fat person has 
the worst case of halitosis yet 
known to man. Crouch down low 
and shoot him in the gasworks 
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US GOLD £24.99 


IMT ER MATION AL 


Mo ab 


@ Club-wielding loonies and gun-toting thugs are a pushover, even 
with your paltry firepower - just shoot out of the back of your neck! 


@ Exoskeletons 
make you hard 
on the outside 
while protecting 
your squidgy 
bits. Trouble is, 
they’re a bugger 
to get off when 
you need a pee 


LEISURE 


one bullet on screen per week, 
chaps. We don’t want to overdo it! 

As if that isn’t enough, you can 
even fire backwards without turning 
round — a feat | thought only Clint 
Eastwood could carry off. A quick 
twist of the joystick fools the ani- 
mation routine so it launches a bullet 
from the back of your neck, without 
printing your updated position. 


EFFECTS 

You must be joking! There is nothing 
new, exciting or even remotely out of 
the ordinary in ESWAT’s graphics 
department. The sprites are poor 
and the animation is even worse. 

Sound is such an irregular visitor 
to the game that it barely registers: 
it consists of only a click or duck-fart 
every ten seconds. The intro music 
resembles a badly played rendition 
of the Inspector Gadget theme tune, 
but it’s possibly the most solid part 
of the whole game. 


VERDICT 
Leave it alone, unless you've never 
played a scrolly beat-'em-up before — 
in which case you'd never know the 
difference. This one is guaranteed to 
provide five minutes of entertainment 
before you fall asleep. 

ESWAT is actually an anagram of 
“waste,” which is a fitting coinci- 
dence. Is it your time or your money 
that’s being wasted? Is it both? | think 
we should be told. 

NEIL JACKSON 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 
LONG TERM INTEREST 2 


OVERALL 31% 


Hf Level 4: Donning your external 
armour, you take on the tougher 
enemies. Firepower increases to 
a massive three bullets per shot! 
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LEISURE 


ega City One is a teeming 

metropolis, chock full of 

weird creatures. Keeping 
control of the citizens of this mas- 
sive conurbation takes considerable 
time, manpower and, inevitably, ruth- 
lessness. The honest policeman has 
been transformed into the judge — an 
enforcer who needs no jury to deal 
with the Big Meg dwellers — and 
Judge Dredd is the best judge ever 
to pass out of the Judge Academy. 

The game is essentially a shoot- 
‘em-up. You control Dredd as he 
carries out various missions allocated 
to him by Justice Central. These take 
differing gameplay formats depending 
upon the location of the crime. There 
are six levels in all, with each level 
made up of two 
sections. 

Level one 
is set in, er, 
the Dantanna 
block, where ‘ E 
it seems the J 
fatties are running see 
amok, gorging them- 
selves on food. You've got to wipe 
out all the food dispensers in order 
to calm the fatties down. Once 
you've destroyed a number of these 
overweight chaps in their white 
shirts, you find that they've taken 
over a food convoy. 

There’s a total of 12 missions 
to complete and these continue in 
much the same vein. A mad profes- 
sor in a laboratory, a runaway sludge 


oe ane ee hd 


poh hee he oS 
2 4 : 


This is the Lawmaster bike. 
It’s a 4,000cc motorbike with a 
top speed of 567kph. Oh yes, 
and it can also drive itself. 
Handy for those embarrassing 
moments when both of your 
arms have been shot off 


VIRGIN 
MASTERTRONIC 
£19.99 


truck and a rogue weather station all 
conspire to ruin Dredd’s day. The 
worst of the adversaries are 
definitely the malevolent and down- 
right naughty Dark Judges. 

You move Judge Dredd using the 
joystick, while the left [Shift] key 
enables you to choose between 
lasers and heat-seeking bullets for 
his Lawgiver gun. Pressing the 
Spacebar summons the Lawmaster 


DREDD TAKES THE 
Long MALK!! 


@ Screw up and it’s a long walk through a hot, radioactive desert 
with your trusty Lawgiver gun and an extra pair of stout underpants 


100 ST FORMAT 


@ These four gentlemen aren’t 

too impressed with you blowing 
up that food dispenser. Oh well, 
switch to belly-piercing bullets 


important. Visually Judge Dredd fails 
because it doesn’t make enough of 
the cartoon style. The character's 
animation is very average — he some- 
times looks as if he’s moonwalking — 
though the scrolling is smooth and 
seamless and the backdrops attrac- 
tive and eye-catching. Sound is 
below average, a definite case for 
turning that volume right down. 


VERDICT 
Judge Dredd fails. A game based 
around this character should have 
been a rich and funny romp through 
Mega City One, 
but instead it’s a 
poor and_ thor- 
oughly comatose 
glance at the city 
and- at Dredd. 
The game is sim- 
ply a shoot/beat- 
‘em-up, based on 
other platform 
games; walking 
around and shooting things is as far 
as it gets. There are some nice 
touches: you can play two  sub- 
games, bomber and snakes, in the 
initial section of the game, 
for instance. However, 
these alone don't save 
Judge Dredd from join- 
ing the other mediocre 
licences in our circular 


filing cabinet. 
ANDY HUTCHINSON 


bike, although it’s impossible to 
fire while you're astride it. ‘ 


EFFECTS 
Considering that Judge Dredd 
is a cartoon character, you'd 


assume the graphics should be se 


Bis 


gg a 
4 ’ 


@ Justice Central has allocated 
the formidable Judge Dredd his 
next mission. It seems that 
some group called the Fatties 
have started running amok in 
the Dantanna block. Apparently 
they insist that everyone start 
calling them the Stouties or the 
Big Bonedies instead 


GRAPHICS 
SOUNDTRACK 
INTELLIGENCE 


INSTANT APPEAL 5 
LONG TERM INTEREST 3 


OVERALL 41% 
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Utilities and Languages 


Power BaSIC ......s::0e0 £29 
Hisoft Basic ..........00 £55 
GFA 3 Interpreter ...... £49 
GFA 3 Compiler ......... £23 
Laser C Debugger ..... £45 
Hisoft C Interpreter ... £35 
Hisoft Harlekin ........... £45 
NVENCSisiseocscvdetestalnes seen £20 


KOM. avscsnensstasieescuntes £35 


TABS) Aa eee £19 


Business 


K Spread 3 wo... sees £63 
LOGISEIX «.ccs+scessspiremnnis £87 


Sage Accountant ..... £149 
Datafarins sissies. sncnevd £35 
K Graph 3 uu... cece £35 
Superbase 2... £69 
KGROGEE ...cieccctesssctcheeees £32 


Sage Financial Controller .... 


Word Processing and DTP 
Calamus ......ccseeeeeee £458 


VV ONCUP i insscc.s-csareaciseee £40 
SChipt: Bheesis.-.ctee £89.95 
SIQUUUIIDYZ oxen. css <c £184 


Art and Graphics 


Quantum Paint Gold v2 .. £15 
Cyber Studio .........06 £62 
Easy Draw Turbo....... £72 
EMI ANDD) vedesscesaaeosthbaeivics £99 
Spectrum 512 ........... £45 
Campus Draft ........... £63 
Cadi3 Diiiis ites... £19 
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THEALL NEW SERIES 900! 


@ New Low Price! 

ICD Utilities as standard 
@ 32MB Partitions on STe 
@ 200MB Now Available! 


@ Thru’ port as standard 


Series 900 drives can be powered either direct from the ST using our 
special cable (requires the computer to be opened), or from the 
optional power supply unit, available at £49.95 


40MB £299 - 60MB £449 - 84MB £579 - 1OOMB £649 - 200MB £999 
Prices are available while stocks last. 


ONLY WITH THE SERIES 900 - the “Down to Business” software pack 


Timeworks DTP : First Word Plus 
Together for £59.95 


NEW FROM POWER! 
600MB Optical Hard Disk Drive 


@ High Spec Sony Mechanism 
@ 600MB Double Sided Cartridges 
@ Fully SCSI compatible 


@ The ultimate in data storage! 


£CALL 
44MB Removable Hard Disk Drive £859 


NEW!ATARISTRAMEXPANSION 


Expand your 520ST up to 4MB with our latest expansion board! The 
expansion plugs inside the ST and can be fitted easily by the user. 


£CALL 
NEODESK V3.0! 


l@ Text and icon windows open at once 
@ Many more icons on the desktop 


@ Put folders on the desktop! 


All this and much more for only £34 


Power Computing Ltd « 44a Stanley Street - Bedford - MK41 7RW 
Telephone 0234 273000 - Fax 0234 270133 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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FIRST: 


"WEST YORKSHIRES PREMIERE AMIGA 
AND ATARI COMPUTER STORE 


UNIT 8, ARMLEY PARK COURT, OFF CECIL ST, 
ARMLEY, LEEDS, LS12 2AE 


DISCOVERY _ 
PACK 
DISCOVER THE ATARI ST 


Pack comprises of the Atari 
520STFM, First Basic Language 
Disk, Neochrome Graphics Package, 
S.T.O.S The best selling games cre- 
ator, ST Tour - Tutorial Disk, Mouse 
and Manuals. 

Plus 4 great games titles 
Outrun, Carrier Command, Space 
Harrier and Bombjack. 


ONLY £279.00 


“CHRISTMAS _ 
PACK 


Everything you'll need in one 
superb value package. Fully 
microswitched Cruiser joystick, 
10 Sony disks, disk box, 
mousemat, Atari cover plus 
three extra games of your 
choice. 


ONLY £30.00 


with any Atari pack ONLY 


STAR LC200 STAR 
COLOUR LC24-200 


9 pin head, 180 cps draft, |24 pin head, 200 cps draft 
225 cps high speed draft, | Elite, 222 cps high speed 
16K buffer, 8 resident fonts, draft, 67 cps LQ, 7K 


11.7" carriage that can take | buffer expandable to 39K, 


STAR LC10 MONO 
The excellent LC10 is 
packed with features 
normally found in much 
more expensive printers 
* 9 pin print head 
* 4k buffer 


‘HOICE 


THE NEW ENHANCED 
ATARI 520 STE 
Now with Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade, Impossible Mission 2, 
Human Killing Machine, Super Cycle, 
Outrun, Dragon's Breath, Anarchy, 
Blood Money, First Basic, Music 
Maker, Hyperpaint and S.T.O.S the 


games creator plus all leads, mouse 
and manuals. 


£359.00 


The 7 colour version of 
the new 80 col 24 pin 


LEEDS (0532) 637988 
__ COMPUTERS 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND DELIVERY 


1040 STE 


ONLY 
£429.00 


STAR 
LC24-200 
COLOUR 


* 492 CPS draft 
*64 CPS NLQ 


* Optional colour 


EXTRA PACK 
The Extended RAM (1 meg) version 
of the Atari STE. This machine is 
capable of runnning complex busi- 
ness and utility software,. The pack 
includes ST Word - word processor, 
ST Base - Database, ST Calc - 
spreadsheet, ST Graph, S.T.A.C, 
Adventure Creator, HyperPaint, 
Prince - strategy game and 
Metacomco ST Basic language disk 
with full manuals, plus mouse. 


CITIZEN SWIFT 24 


Superb quality 24 pin machine 
* 24 Pin print head 


* 8K buffer expandable to 32k 


* 144 CPS draft landscape format, optional | 10 resident fonts 11.7" LC24-200 capability 360 DPI 


PHILIPS AV7300 TV TUNER 


36 CPS NLQ serial interface, comes w 


* Multiple built in fonts. 


£159.00 je s7G3' 


MONITORS 


INCLUDING ALL LEADS 


PHILIPS CM8833 MKIl 


Colour display, stereo sound, 600 * 286 resolu- 
tion, green screen facility, 1 yr on-site warranty 


£239.99 


£69.00 


ATARI SM124 


High resolution mono (600*400). This monitor 
has a superb clear, stable image. Ideal if you are 
using drawing or wordprocessing 
applications. 


£109.99 
HARD DRIVES 


MEGAFILE 30MEG £439.00 
Daisey chainable inc. utilities and cables 


I] MEGAFILE 44MEG £799.00 
! Removeable cartridge drive 


|] MEGAFILE 60MEG £589.00 
As 30Meg but twice the capacity 


MAIL ORDER | 


ORDER BY TELEPHONE QUOTING R 
YOUR CREDIT CARD NUMBER. IF PAY- 
ING BY CHEQUE PLEASE MAKE 
PAYABLE TO 


- FIRST CHOICE - 
TEL: 0532 637988 


a mono and colour ribbon 


N 
9- > NEWS £940, ‘99 S NEW: £299.99 


ith} carriage (landscape) 
serial interface eee 


PERIPHERALS | 


DRIVES 
CUMANA CSA 354 3.5" 
EXTERNAL DRIVE ONLY 


£72.99 


Atari Mouse 
Printer Sharer (2 way) ... 
Printer Sharer (3 way) ... 


3.5" BULK DISKS 


SONY/VERBATIM 


100% ERROR FREE, 135TPI, 


LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE 


FAX: 0532 637689 


EMEMBER WE OFFER 


FAST Mail order service 
FREE postage in UK mainland 
FREE 2-3 day courier service 
(Next day delivery £3 extra) 
Goods tested before despatch 
Call into our showroom 


* IT COSTS LESS AT FIRST CHOICE! * 


* Add £34.99 for colour option 


* 2 year warranty 


NAKSHA UPGRADE 
MOUSE 


The superior hi-res mouse inc. 
mouse mat and holder 


ONLY £29.99 


FORGET-ME-CLOCK II 


Real time clock for the ST plugs 
into the cartridge port 


ONLY £24.99 
DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 


Neodesk 3 Desktop 
Protext Word Processor 
First Word Plus V3 .... 


System 3 Accounts 

Mini Office Pro 

Spreadsheet 

GFA Basic Interpreter V3.5 £39. 99 
GFA Basic Compiler V3.5...£24.99 
Prodata Database 

Mavis Beacon Typing Wee 99 


Prodigy Sequencer. 
Sequencer One 
Replay Professional .. 
Mastersound 

Canvas Paint Packa 
Deluxe Paint ll 

Cc 


© OPEN MON- SAT 
* SUNDAY OPENING 
© THURSDAY NIGHT 


£289.99 


ALL OUR PRODUCTS ARE GENUINE UK SPECIFICATION 
FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE FREE ESTIMATES | 
AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR STAR, CITIZEN, COMMODORE, ACORN AND AMSTRAD | 


THE MEGA SERIES 
Mega 1 with 1 meg of RAM 
£509.00 


Mega 4 with 4 meg of Ram 
£1089.00 


The Mega ST has long been the pro- 
fessionals’ choice for DTP, CAD and 
other memory intensive applications 
plus all the usual business utilities. 


Atari SM124 high res mono 


monitor when bought with a } | 
Mega ST or 1040 i 


ONLY £99.99 


EPSON 

EPL-7100 LASER 
* A4 page laser printer 
* Multiple built in fonts 
* 512k memory 

* Expandable to 6Mb 

* 300*300 DPI graphics 
* 6 pages per minute 
* Small footprint 


£919.99 


PACE MODEMS 
LINNET 


The standard Linnet modem has 

been designed to offer the maxi- 

mum features at the lowest cost 

v21 (300/300 baud), v23 (1200- 
755/1200) 


£149.99 
LINNET 1200 


Suitable for more demanding apps 
v21, v23 and v22 (1200/1200 
baud) 


£229.99 
LINNET 2400 


Higher speeds and optional error 
correction v21, v23, v22 and 
v22bis (2400/2400) 


LC24/10 cover 
Swift 24 cover 

12" monitor cover ... 
14" monitor cover 
14" tilt and swivel 


Universal printer stand 
Mouse mats 8MM 

High quality anti static 
100 capacity lockable 3.5" 


9.00AM-5.30PM 
10.00AM - 3.00PM 
LATE TIL 8.00PM 


@ Mercenary man is back. If you cheated 
death in the original Damocles, see how 
you fare in five new, radishingly brilliant 
missions on the Damocles Mission Disk 


Novagen - £9.99 

Groovy 3D worlds, lots of planets and a gallop- 
ing plot were what made Damocles so popular. 
Your original mission was to save the planet 
Eris from death by large comet. Now Paul 
Woakes, the author, has designed five add-on 
missions to satisfy all the avid Damocles fans 
crying out for a bit more excitement. 

There are five missions on this disk, each 
with a different angle, depending on how you 
played Damocles originally. In mission one, 
Sabotage, you're upstaged by Professor 
Hantzen, who's already planted the Novagen 
bomb. Can you swing things in your favour? 
Mission two is Bad Luck. You've stopped off on 
another planet before reaching Eris and have 
consequently lost all your money and your ship 
gambling. Can you still save the day? 

Mission three, Go for Gold, sees another 
mercenary upstaging you and flogging the nova 
triggers at trading posts. In mission four the 
comet Damocles hasn’t blown up and you've 
got to attach more explosive to it. In the last 
mission your demanding task is to join the 
Mystical Order of Carpenters by earning loads 
of dosh (no, really). 

Fans of the original are sure to love these 
missions. At ten quid you're getting five whole 
new games to beat. What more do you want? 

STF Rating - 85% 


Impulze - £24.99 

One of the least endearing aspects of BBC 
children’s television of late has been Edd the 
Duck. This stupid puppet is about as much fun 
as sitting trouserless in a clump of nettles. 
However, Impulze seem to think that he must 
hold some allure: they've bought the licence 
and created a game around him. 

You are said duck. Your mission (it says 
here) is to explore the departments of Televi- 
sion Centre, collecting stars along the way. Not- 
so-nasties such as teddy bears, fishes with 
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screenplay 


Stop smirking, boy, I don’t want any smirkers on this 
_ page. What do you think yow’re playing at, eh? I 
\ don’t know, kids today. Don’t know they’re born. 

Right, you, Andrew Hutchinson, I’ve warned you 
once. You can write out 100 times, “Late arrivals, 
didn’t make its and too crappy even if they dids” 


shades on and bananas attempt to thwart you. 
Your only protection is a snowball gun. 

The game bears an inexplicably uncanny 
resemblance to Rainbow Islands by Ocean, 
except that your rainbows are replaced by 
snowballs. Gameplay, however, is quite good 
and | can see this appealing to the younger ST 
user. Let the kids play it before you buy it. 

STF Rating - 73% 


Virgin - £24.99 

One question: who the blimmin’ norah is this 
Ironman chap? | mean, what's the point in some- 
one endorsing a game when the punters have 
never even heard of him? Next thing they'll be 
having Reg “Gout” Cruett’s Daring Dominos. 

Anyway, this is a multi-player racing game 
set in those monster trucks which you only ever 
get to see on Sky TV. The tracks consist of lots 


“te 
4 Aca: 
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i 


LEISURE extra 


yeauwer wors’ aaa niares y’hear?” 
“We got him now, Bubba... squeal!” 


of nobbly ramps and water hazards, and you've 
got to get around in one piece — and preferably 
in first place. If you don’t do so well, you can 
buy lots of extras to help you out at the end of 
a race. Acceleration, shocks, tyres and nitrous 
oxide are all up for grabs. 

The control method is far from perfect. It’s 


all too easy to oversteer and find yourself >> 


attire 
pT 


[TARE (fila reuse 


@ Edd the Duck. Quite possibly the worst, most moronic puppet ever conceived. (Even 
worse than Andy Crane.) Here’s your chance for revenge on the lot of ’em: explore 
Television Centre, break into the news studio and hold Nicholas Witchell to ransom 
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LEISURE extra 


> screaming round the track in completely the 


wrong direction. What's more, the computer 
vehicles become extremely difficult to beat 
after only a couple of circuits. A nice game 
ruined by grotty control. 

STF Rating - 68% 


FINALE COMPILATION 
Elite - £24.99 
Jumping on the compilation bandwagon comes 
Elite with this offering. Compilations can either 
be good news because they mean cheap 
games, or very bad news because 
they mean crappy games 
repackaged. In this case 
five varied games are 
included: Paperboy, 
Overlander, Ghosts 
'n’ Goblins, Space 
Harrier and Frank ie 
Bruno's Boxing. é ; 
Paperboy is a Raat 
conversion of the 
original coin-op 
game from Ten- 
gen. You've got to 
deliver the papers 
while avoiding the 
traffic, the dogs, the 


kiddies and the kerbs. a oH a 
Overlander is a car pursuit “@ieege 
game where you're a mercenary et i 


out to earn big money. Ghosts 'n’ 

Goblins is a medieval fantasy beat-em-up in 
which skeletons, dragons and _fire-spitting 
plants want your skin. Space Harrier is a frantic 
shoot-em-up and Frank Bruno’s Boxing surely 
needs little explanation. 

These are all reasonable games, but they're 
getting a bit long in the tooth. Some of them 
are well over two years old and aren't really 
worth investing in. Buy an ST FORMAT Gold 
game instead, preferably one from this decade. 

STF Rating - 65% 


NINJA REMIX 

System 3 - £24.99 
Two years ago The Last Ninja became a big hit 
for System 3. The martial arts fighting, com- 
bined with a great plot and tasty gameplay, 
proved to be a popular choice with the discern- 
ing beat’em-up game player. However, the 
follow-up, Last Ninja 2, wasn't very good at all. 
It rehashed the elements of the original and 


1. Slip it into a pile of bricks and have it 
cemented into the garden wall. Ideal for 
gardening programmers 


2. Astronomy buff? Simply pull out three 
rooftiles and slip your ST into their place. 
Now you can watch the stars and use a sky- 
watching program at the same time 


3. If you’re most at home in a car then here’s 
a subtle plan. Remove one of the footmats (the 
one on the passenger side, say) and replace it 
with your ST. The perfect trip-meter is yours 


4. Worried about your diet? Deposit your ST in 
the toilet bowl and have it check the contents 
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combined it with lousy control and overly 
intricate rock hopping. Now System 3 want to 
clear their name, and Ninja Remix is how they 
reckon Last Ninja 2 should have turned out. 

Most elements of the game have been 
tweaked, revamped or re-written. Joystick con- 
trol of the Ninja is a lot easier, making fighting 
and jumping considerably less trouble. The 
tunes have been revamped, though they're still 
boring internally generated ditties. 

Gameplay has been considerably improved, 
although it’s still very awkward when you try to 
pick something up. Ninja Remix is a consider- 

able improvement on Last Ninja 2, 
but is that enough to warrant a 
£25 price tag? 
STF Rating - 81% 


Pare 
ie ! hl @ “Hooo-aaa... 
~) you’re egg fried 
“= now, Mr Ninja! 
My whirling 
nunchukas 
protect me like 
a shield of... 
oh... you hit 
me... Hmmph” 
(Prolonged sulk) 


The paperboy’s lot has never been a happy one. Lugging huge great Sunday papers 


A very SainTly computerer 


Fender STrat version 
Dressed in MancheSTer Utd kit 
Not very famous, but working on it 


She’s got a really old squeaky one... 
00 (and if | can be so radished) er! 


He owns two 
A STar STudded ST 


Her ST is the luckiest computer alive... 
000 those fingers tapping away... 


His didn’t come with a guarantee! 


No Boot, just a STart-me-up disk 


around in all kinds of weather, and for what? A miserable 50p and a sore radished 
bottom. This poor chap’s even got mad lawnmowers chasing him round the streets 


of your bowels at every morning “session.” 
You could be in for a shock at every flush! 


5. If cooking’s your thing, try this radishing 
plan. Replace one of your baking trays with 
your ST. It can then check regularly on the 
state of your food as it cooks 


6. Rugby fans can now go hi-tech. Swap the 
ball for the ST and have it report on all those 
long passes, scrums and tries 


7. Surfing freaks can live on the crest of the 
wave and compute by surfing on their ST. You 
could have it keep a record of all those totally 
tubular moments, er, man 


8. Train spotter? Replace your clipboard with 
the ST and log all those dead interesting trains 
as they whizz through 


9. Are you a wheel clamper who’s run out of 
clamps? Perhaps you could just lie in the road 
yourself... or simply strap your ST to the tyre 
of the offending vehicle and have it play a digi- 


tised message to the owner on his return 


10.If you keep failing exams try this. Screw 
four legs to the base of your ST and substitute 
it for one of the desks in the exam room. Now 
you can just access a database of answers... 
without anyone noticing! 


issue 19-FEBRUARY-91 


Bomb Jack, Space Harrier, 
Carrier Command, Out Run, 
STOS, Neochrome, 
FirST Basic, ST Tutorial, 
Discover the Atari ST 
£269.99 


Indiana Jones Last Crusade, 
Impossible Mission II, 
Human Killing Machine, 
Super Cycle, Outrun, 
Anarchy, Blood Money, 


Chess Player 2150, Live & 
Let Die, Rick Dangerous, 
Drivin’ Force, Onslaught, 
Pipemania, Rock 'n' Roll, 

Skweek, Asterix, Trivial 
Pursuits 


Atari ST 3D Graphics Prog .£18.95 
Atari ST Basic to C £18.45 


Nit ST Prog Gde Weber£22.95 

Atari ST Tricks & Tips ....£16.95 

Computes * Machine 
Lang... 

Game Maki 

Graphic Applications * 

Kids and the Atari ST 

Learning C on 


+£18,95 
7210.95. 
£9.95 
£16.95 


MIDI & Sound Book for * 
Musical Applications * 
Presenting the Atari ST. £15.95 
* Appl Gde to Prog in C £19.95 


68000 Assembly Lang..... 
68000 Hardware & 


40 Great Flight Sims ..... 
40 More Great Flight 


Falcon Air combat... 
F19 Stealth Fighter 
H/book 


Flying Flight Sim . 
Gunship Academy 
Jetfighter School. 


C Breeze Editor... 
Autoroute .. 


Dragons Breath 
First Basic, Hyperpaint II, 
Music Maker Il, STOS, 


MultiDesk..... 


detfighter School Il... Neodesk 3. 


Learning to Fly... 


MEGA 1 ST 
MEGA 2 ST 
MEGA 4 ST 


$M124 Mono Monitor. 
| $C1224 Colour 


| MEGAFILE 60 Hard 
| SLM 605 Laser Printer 


| STM-1 Mouse 


Hand-held colour games 
system, 16 Colours from a 
possible 4096, Full colour 

LCD, 32 bit/4 channel sound, 
Multiple Player Options, 
Supplied with California 

Games Card, AC or Battery 
Powered 
£114.99 


Lynx Games also available 
+ Blue Lightning .......£24.99 
* Chips Challenge ....£24.99 
+ Electra Cop 
+ Gates of Xendocon .£24,99 
+ Gauntlet-Third 

Encounter 


NEW - Philips 8833 Mark II 
14" stereo colour monitor, 
Complete with socket and 
cable. Please state STFM or 
STE when ordering. 
8833 MkIl 
8833 MkII Artist 

| | Cumana 1Mb 3.5" Drive .£74.99 
| Cumana 1Mb 5.25" Drive £114.99 
0.5Mb Xtra-RAM.... 
2Mb Xtra-RAM 
0.5Mb Xtra-RAM STE. 

| 2Mb Xtra-RAM STE 
4MB Xtra-RAM STE. 
Forget-Me-Clock I! 


Type 10 Handy Soannert204.99 
Type Il Handscanner.....£104.99. 
Datascan Prof. ............. £224.99 


Intel 80C88 Processor, MS 
DOS Compatible Upgrading 
System, 256k Rom, 128k 
Ram, Externally Expandable 
to 640k Ram, 32, 64, 128k 
Ram Cards, LCD Super Twist 
Display/MDA Compatible, 
Size 8x4x1", Weight 495g 
(with batteries). 

Applications: 

* Calendar + Diary sAddress 
Book * Phone Book + Lotus 
123 Spreadsheet + Text 
Processor * Comms Software 
£174.99 


Deluxe Mouse Mat 
Tailored Dust Cover 
Drive Head Cleaner 
10 TDK MF2DD Disks 
80 Capacity Lockable 
Disk Box 


ONLY £20* 


*When purchased with any ST 


computer...Offer limited to 1 
starter pack per ST purchased! 


ST Word, ST Base, ST Calc, 
ST Graph, S.T.A.C., Prince, 
HyperPaint, First Basic 


Cherry A3 Tablet... 
Designer Modem. 

Pro 4 Modem... 
Linnet Modem... vi 
Linnet 1200 Modem... 
Linnet 2400 Modem.... 
WS 4000 Modem... 


Replay Professional .. 

Naksha Mouse 

Contriver Mouse 

Contriver Trackball 

Marconi Tracker Ball . 

10 x Sony Bulk 3.5"... 

10 x Sony MFD2DD 3.5' £10, 99 
10 x TDK MF2DD 3.5" ....£11.99 
3.5" 40 Cap. Lockable Box£5.99 
3.5” 80 Cap. Lockable Box£7.99 
3.5" 150 Cap. Posso Box£19.99. 
3.5" 70 Cap. Banx Box....£11.99 
3.5" Head Cleane! 

Printer Cable .. 


Fast Basic (Rom) . 
FTL Editor Toolkit. 


£49.95 
FTL Modula 2 Developer: £69.95 
GFA Basic V3 Compiler ..£22.95 
GFA Basic V3.5 Interpreter £39. He 
GST C Compiler 
GST Macro Assembler ...£15. ‘3 
Hisoft Basic... £56.95 
Hisoft C... 
Hisoft Fort Ms 
Hisoft Power 


Pogtemnoing the 


Take Off Flight Sim.. 
Teach Yourself 68000. 


K-Data 

Prodata 

Superbase Personal. P 
Superbase Personal 2 £69, 95 
Superbase Professional...£169,.95 


Nevada Cobol 
Personal Pascal 2. 
Prospero 68881 Libs 
Prospero C 
Prospero Fortran.. 
Prospero Pascal 


Lego technics control kits contain over 400 
elements including 4.5v D.C. motors, Lego opto 
sensors, touch sensors, counting disks, bight 
bricks and electric cables. Full instructions are 
supplied for building a number of sophisticated 
robots. 


Robot kit interface... 
Robot kit power supply 
Logo technics: 

Control 0 ... 

Control | .... 

Control II 


DOT MATRIX 


Epson LQ550. 
Seikosha SP-2000 
Seikosha SL-92A\.. 
Citizen 120D + P 
Citizen 124D .. 

Citizen Swift 9 

Citizen Swift 2: 

Swift Colour Kit . 
Panasonic KXP1180 .. 
Panasonic KXP1124 .. 


Star LC24-10 
Star LC200.... 
Star LC24 20 
Star LC24 200 Colour... 


INK/BUBBLE JET 
Epson $0850. 
Epson $Q2550.. 
HP Deskjet 500. 
HP Paintjet..... 
Canon PJ108' 
Canon BJ130E.. 


LASER 

Epson EPL7100.... 
HP Laserjet IP... 
Canon LBP 4 


Partner ST. 


3D Developers Disk.......£14.95 
Architectural Design 

Art Library 1.. 

Art Library 2 

Borders ...... 

CAD 3D V1.0... 

Calendars & Stationery....£: 


£36.95 
£57.50 
£36.95 

Cyber Texture . 

Deluxe Paint 

Degas Elite 


Better Maths 12-10 years..£19.95 
Fractal Generator...........£14.95 
Fun Schoo! 2 Under 6....£14.95 
Fun School 2 6-8 years .£14.95 
Fun School 2 Over 8......£14.95 
Fun School 3 Under 5 yrs£17.95 
Fun School 3 5-7 yrs.....£17.95 
Fun School 3 Over 7 


Maths Mania 8-12 yrs.£19.98 
Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing£21.95 


Bookkeeper . 

Cash Trader. 
Financial Controller.. 
Home Accounts... 
Michtron Payroll. 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
Fleet St Publisher V3... 
Pagestream......... 
Pagestream Font Sets. 
Timeworks DTP 

Timeworks DTP Tutor. 


Draw Art 

Easy Draw 2 

Easy Draw 2 sit 8% 
Easy Tools 

Future Design. 

Greetings Cards... 


Microbot Design. 
Mini Off. Pres. Gr. 
Scan Art ......... 
Signs & Banners 
Spectrum 512. 
S.TA.C.... 

Video Titling 


Primary Maths 3-12 yrs £19.95 
Spell at Home te, 
Spell at The Shops .. 
Spell Book 4-6 yrs... 
S/Book Spell Pack 
4-6 yrs... 
Spell Book 7+.. 
S/Book Spell Pack 7+... 
S/Book Alpha Creator 
Things to do with 
Numbers eons fg O15) 
Things to do with Words£19.95 
The Three Bears 5-10 yrs£19.95 


CM-64 Sound Module and Card Slot. 


CM-32L Sound Module 


CM-32P PLM Sound Module and Card Slot 


CN-20 Midi Music Entry Pad 
CF-10 Midi Mixing Controller 
CA-30 Intelligent Arranger..........sccccccsecoeessseseee 


£259.99 


520STFM Discovery Pack £ 279.99 
520STE Turbo Pack £ 369.99 
1Mb STE Turbo Pack £ 399.99 
2Mb STE Turbo Pack £ 474.99 
4Mb STE Turbo Pack £ 549.99 
Plus pack: ten games, J/stick, Dustcover £ 30 
Lynx + California games £ 129.99 
Portfolio pocket PC £ 199.99 
A500 Batman Pack £369.99 
A500 Screen Gems £369.99 
Plus pack £30 


Includes Tenstar, Photon paint ll, joystick, mouse mat 


Diagnostic service £15 
Our Engineers can repair ST's and Amiga’s in minimum time at competative rates. We also offer a 
eg Ee service fer etich the custome’ ls vena quote for the toil cost of repaking the mactina 
ROM switch + TOS 1.4 £49.99 


This switch allows two sets of ST ROM's to be fittad to an ST and switched between to ensure 
CORES DIY it Sl Sole ee ee ee ee aren tee eeiea an tagien 
ittad, no soldering is required. TOS 14 (2 ROM's) and two extra sockets are suppied. 


Exchange ST PSU's £59.99 


We can offer fuly compatible PSU's for STs at this price in exchange for the damaged PSU. Our 
engineers can fit any STFM memory for £20. We can also fit SIMM's, TOS, Bitter chips, 
PSUs for just £10. Phone for detaia. 


Star LC-200 StarLC24-200 Star LC24- 200 Colour 
£219.99 £249.99 £319.99 
7 Colour printer 24 Pin printer (View 24 Pin printer 
Colour + mono ribbon supplied 222 222 
225 cps _ 5 Resident LO fonts. 5 Resident LO fonts 
5 Resident NLQ fonts Accepts font cartridges Accepts font cartridges 
Bottom feed Bottom feed Bottom feed 
Push or pull tractor feed Push or pull tractor feed Push or pull tractor feed 
Star LC24/10 £209.99 All Star Printers carry 12 months on site 
UK). All printers include 
Seine S08 OM £1899.89 iM 5 pis 
Star LC-10 £169.99 Centronics cable. Phone ribbons, 
Paper and printer stands. 
Star LC-10 Mk I £189.99 i 5 
Citizen Swift 24 pin g3eco «| 4K feipelapoarn switch Pibeeck 
Citizen 1200+ eaeeg 756K Hevea Bi 


Atari SM124 Hi-res Mono monitor £ 109.99 
Philips 8833 MK Il Colour, Stereo monitor £ 249.99 
Cmdr 1084S Colour monitor * limited offer * £ 269.99 
Philips 15” FST TV £ 269.99 


The philips 15° FST Tv includes: remote control, Scart input, 60 tuner presets, sleep 
timer and Fastext. All displays include Scart cable. Deduct £10 from Monitors only, if 
bought with computer. The Philips 8833 comes with full 12 months on site warranty. 


Please Read: Terms of Sale. 


We are the longest established Atari dealer in the U.K. We have developed 
an extensive customer service policy which means that we test al. 
Hardware/Software prior to despatch to ensure that goods arrive in 
working ordec Although our prices are not always the cheapest we do 
endeavour to offer consistently good service and backup. This isn't just 
our opinion, we were voted “Best Dealer 1989" by the readers of ST World 
magazine, not for “the number of boxes shifted”, but for quality service. 
On Site Warranty: We have recently changed our backup programme by 
offering 12 months on site warranty as an extra with all ST's therefore 
giving the customer a wider range of options. We already offer on site 


warranty on all Star printers and Philios monitors listed at no extra charge. 


All prices are correct at copy date 12/12/90, and are subject to change 
without prior notice. All prices are accurate while stocks last Phone for up 
to date prices. All prices include VAT. there are no hidden extras 
(WYSIWYG) Delivery (in Mainland UK) is free, on orders over £100 fadd 
£10 for next day courier delivery. All prices available on Mai Order Shop 


? prices may differ 
Lies Me 


AT 12Mhz Desktop £449.99 
AT 12Mhz VGA Mini tower 40Mb £799.99 
AT 16Mhz Desktop £499.99 
AT 16Mhz VGA Mini tower 40Mb £849.99 
386SX Mini tower £699.99 
386SX VGA Big tower CK66 40Mb £1099.99 
386SX-20 VGA Mini tower 40Mb £1129.99 
386-25 VGA Mini tower £1194.50 
386-25 VGA Big tower CK66 40Mb £1599.99 
386-33 VGA Big tower CK590 40Mb £1699.99 
486-25 VGA Big tower CK590 210Mb £POA 
Mono Monitor £99.99 
VGA Colour Monitor £299.99 
PC Emulators 

PC Speed, XT Emulator £99.99 
AT Speed, AT Emulator £199.99 
ATOnce, AT Emulator £199.99 

100 tracks storage, 20 tracks playing simultaneously. 

& 240 ppg resolution. 

& Realtime mix-down via mouse, 

& Realtime scrolling arrange window. 

& 11 levels of quantise, including humanise. 

 Pipeline/Module system. Master 

@ Loop record. 

Q Midi soft keys. £12 9.99 

& Works on 1040STF(MME) 


Midistudio is a 20 track sequencer which can operate on a 
520STFM@), in medium res. Midistudio is an easy to use, low 
cost introduction to Midi music composition. 


Now. you canoe yois 2 Wisend laxee: sess (ty tested ater 20 700 
can also access Bulletin boards and 

Fully Hayes compatible modem 

Auto dial/ Auto answer 

300/1200/2400 Baud 

Mix text and graphics. 

Cannot receive faxes. 
Gi Leos Gartrikige port 
(i 10 Megabit per second data transfer rate. 
(Up to 200ft between ST's. 
(yj Any computer can be configured as a server to share, Hard, Floppy, RAM disks 
and Centronics printer. 
Lantech 


see ane & 37. 4, 99 Addon Kit L 17 9.99 


oood 


Put LOW Cost Hard Drives 


We use only top quality. brand new, CDC or Quantum mechanisms, 


We use American Military Standard quantum mechanisms in some of our Hard drives which are very high 
quality and come with a 2 year manufacturers warranty (from date of manufacture) 


42HD-42Mb tims (Wiis Only £ 399.99 GArtoparking 35" mechanisms Oi Compatible with emulators such as 

45HD/25 - 45Mb 25ms Only £ 399.99 Bowerrboten and DMA device selector ChUp w 14 GEM partitone (256 wit 

84HD - 84Mb 24ms Only £ 5/909) wee oe 

11HD - 111Mb 15ms Only £ 699.99 DMA Outport for daisy chaining partition with boot editor 

211HD - 211Mb 15ms Only. & 1099 99) Are wee eps peng ora cui 
We can assemble any of above Hard drives New rece 


with ICD boards which include a clock 


a A Vl» 
configured as DMA device Number 6 for an as 6 Upgrades __ 
eee pen Upgrades 


Phone for other capacities Amiga boards STE SIMM’s 


Peripnerals ae om earn redid Sas 
p 512K upgrade board £34.99 2Mb SIMM's upgrade £119.99 
Amiga 2nd 3.5” disk drive 59.99 512K board with clock £39.99 4Mb SIMM's upgrade £239.99 


MCS Mouse (ST) 270 Dpi, microswitched es : 
* - . 512K STFM, 16 or 4chipkit £ 39.99 512K ST boardtchips, kit £ 59.99 

PRN ES Suni Angee 290 Dpi, microswitched 20.39 2Mb ST board'chios. kit £ 15899 4Mb ST boarderchioa fitted £ 34499 

+ A . . TOS 14 kit(6or2ROM's) £ 3399 STFM Bitter chip, kit £ 3999 
Sorc ea res Sect nent nt were Se 
Topstar Joystick soa Sead ap raphe enemy 
Golden Image Hand scanners (ST or Amiga) 224.99 
Golden Image scanners feature 100, 200, 300, 400 Dpi resolution. 
105mm scanning head, 64 grey scales and Excellent "Migraph Touch up” 
software. 
Forget Me Clock £ 2499 


rrr ra rar 
Ls) 
> 


40 disk box, lockable £ 699 
80/100 disk box lockable £ 999 o8 
p Spectre GCR 
atible with STE, Stacy. : ; 
LAS Scanner lite eeei eid 
@ Runs 20% faster than Mac Plus. 
200 Dpi Software upgrades available. £369.99 
#6 grey scales or Black/White mode. ST or Amiga Version Send SAE for Spec’ sheet. 
aoe £449.99 2 are the consistently longest serving 
(i Works with ST, Amiga, PC, 


requires Mb RAM. PC version + board 


a eal ee Pepin hel iets thermal paper. £479. 99 
[Thermal paper available ex-stock at £7.99 per roll 


- nner The MG scanner is a device for scanning photocopied 
IMG 9¢4 materiel et horizontal recone of up to 1200 Dp on an ST, 


Loose 
£499 when used in conjunction with an Epeon compatible printer. EaEre 9 lnctndes 310 
Gin 3.09 Drives a = =a 
CSA 354: ST 3.5” drive. £69.99 


991 a 
CAX 354: Amiga 3.5” drive. £6499 a: 7. ar 2 
ST Internal drive upgrade. £6499 | 150 ; es £832 See 125. 2 


The Cumana, ST intemal drive requires the ST to be modified (ful ; 
instructions suppied| The TE ST Gia le Nich Gully. oka ceet dive tick IAN buktheks aré tap quality Sony’or Keo Rot cheap seconds Al 


comes complete with integral power supply and so does not draw power from the | disks carry an unconditional lifetime guarantee. Please add 75p 
ST which could cause problems. Add £3 P&P for drives. P&P for each 10 disks. 


How to Pay 


= You can phone your Access or Visa card details or | | 
Nm send a cheque/postal orders made payable 
\ EN to Ladbroke Computing International. Please, 
allow sufficient clearance time for cheques. 
= 


33 Ormskirk Road, Preston, Lancashire, PR1 2QP Open Monday to Saturday 
9:30am to 5:00pm. Phones answered from 9.00am. Dealer enquiries welcome. 
Ladbroke Computing international is a trading name of Walton Marketing 
Limited. Ail trade marks recognised. 


adbroke 


Omputing 
International 


(0772) 203166 Fax 561071 


LEISURE cheating 


gamebus 


John Sweeney from 
Nottingham modestly 
wonders whether this 
solution to Cadaver 
might be of some help. 
Help? We reckon it’s 

a blinkin’ godsend! 


In this solution, if a direction is ambiguous 
then it is followed by another direction in 
brackets to make it precise - so W(N) Door 
means the Northernmost door on the West wall. 
M in brackets means Middle. K stands for Key. 
Keys are marked **Kn** to highlight their loca- 
tions. 


NOTES: 


If x is on y then jump onto y to pick up x — you 
normally have to be touching things with your 
feet. To drop x on y, jump onto y before drop- 
ping x. To make high piles jump up, press the 
space bar while you are in mid-air — drop items 
from the air onto the pile! Read all parchments, 
books, tomes, etc — always check in case they 
have more than one page. 
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Level One 
Cavern: get silver coin (7G), diary, pickaxe; N 
Tunnel: pull lever (opens north door); N 
Tunnel: get stone bag; W 
Tunnel: wield stone bag; (F2, F3); kill mon-, - 
3 _ ster with stones; (H, F3, F2); push barrel 
» .to east wall, getting pickaxe on the 
way; jump on barrel; get charm 
—™ (20); S 
“~ \ Tunnel: get Runic Stone (Turn 
ak Monster spell); kill spider (either 
throw stones, or just walk 
through it); NN 
Tunnel: move sacks (push/ 
drag) to get gem; kill maggot; 


Main Chamber: avoid worm 
since it just regenerates; E 
Tunnel: jump over block; E 
Chamber: get key (1), loaf; W, W, 
N, W, S, S, E (uses key (1)) 
~ Cavern: open chest —> parch- 
ment; read parchment; get stone 
* bag; pull lever (opens south door in 
Main Chamber); W, N, N, E, S 

Main Chamber: jump on barrel; get 
rope; drink Stamina Potion from barrel if 
necessary — but don’t waste it! This is your 
main source of Stamina Potion on this level; 
come back and drink it when you are in need. 
Kill the worm if you want to; S 
Tunnel: throw pickaxe at wall; push pickaxe 
into wall; S 
Passage: search skeleton —> book; read book 
(6 pages); E, E N, W (S) 
Well: touch key; move south to avoid blast 
from monster; get key (2), skull; E, W (N) 
Store: open chest —> loaf, chicken, funerary 
coin; get all; E, N 
Gaol: insert key (2) in keyhole (opens four 
other doors from this room); get coin (46G); get 
Alcohol Potion; if you want a fight, N(W), S - 
kill the monster — made easier by dropping a 
skull in its path); N(E) 
Cell 2: give alcohol, loaf, loaf, chicken to pris- 
oner; S, E, (S) 
Cell 4: get key (3); W, S, S, E (uses key(3)) 
Passage: get gem; read tome; push button 
(raises trapdoor cover in Cadaver Store); E, E 


CADAVER: level one 


Embalming Room: search skeleton —> key (4); 
get key (4); search cadaver if you want a fight; N 
Balm Store: insert key on floor into keylock to 
open east door in Embalming Room; kill spi- 
ders; get Red Cross Potion (stamina), Refresh- 
ing Potion (cures poison), Shot Shield Potion; 
(barrel and acrid potion are poison); S, E 
Purificatory: get Learn Potion Scroll, Frogskin 
Potion (giant jump); W, S 

Offal store: get coins (6G+); N, W, W, N 

Cadaver Store: drop rope down hole; kill mag- 
gots if you want to; walk into hole 

Pit: open rat —> key (5); get key (5); get key (6) 
(on ground); open chest with key (6) —> urn; 
get urn; E (uses key 5), E 

Pit: get four gems; W, W 

Pit: throw six gems in lake — teleport to Lord’s 
Crypt; S — the door north of you is not the door 
to the Lord’s Crypt — you have just been tele- 
ported again! 


(ALTERNATIVE EXIT FROM PIT: get all 
the bones; go to Tunnel 

Tunnel: Stand below chain; drop bones 
on top of each other; jump on pile; jump 
to chain —> Secret Chamber: use key on 
floor to open door; S) 


Passage: W, W, W, (H to Wield Stone Bag), S 
Passage: Kill Jumper (you can dodge under it, 
or you could use a Turn Monster to hold it still); 
use Key (4) in keylock to open South Door 
(there is a parallel passage just to the West 
with another Jumper and another keylock — 
they lead to the same place. You can only open 
one route — it doesn’t matter which); S, W, W 
Mourning Room: Kill Jumper —> Charm 
(100G), two Holy Water Flasks, Trapped Jar; S 
King’s Chapel: Kill Jumper —> Key (7); get Key 
(7); W, N 

King’s Armoury: Get Shield (with King’s 
device), Breastplate (Wulf III), Helm (with circlet 
of gold), well-wrought Sword; S, W, S 

Treasury: Open Chest (uses Key (7) ) —> Coin, 
Leg of Meat, Book; get Coin (20G), Meat; N 
Ante-Room: Push Button. If you are carrying 
the correct four items from the King’s Armoury, 
then they return to the Armoury and you are 
teleported to the Inner Treasury! 

Inner Treasury: Get Crown, Charm (100G), 
Coins (500G); pull lever —> Ante Room 
Ante-Room: E, E, N, E, E,S 

Great Chapel (North End): Kill monsters (let the 
first one nearly land, then nip out and in through 
the door — stand near the door and throw a 
stone whenever one passes within range); S 
Great Chapel (South End): Kill monster ; S, S, W 
Purificatory: get flask of Holy Water (you 
should now have three): drop flask in bowl; 
drink from bowl —-> teleport to Inner Treasury 
Inner Treasury: pull lever —> Magic Shield 
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@ Well, no, madam, it may not Jook like a 
study, but just add a bookcase or two... 


Potion; get it; pull lever —> teleport to Trea- 
sury; N, W. Repeat this with the other two 
flasks of Holy Water to obtain Magic Missile 
and Mind Blast Scrolls 

Treasury: N, N, E 

Crematorium: Drop urn on right hand stone 
shelf —> blood; get it; W 

Inner Sanctum: drop blood on altar —> key (8), 
read Magic Scroll; get them; insert key (8) in 
keylock to open door to W; W 

Robing Room: (take Wrath Helland’s urn to the 
Crematorium if you want to fight some spi- 
ders); N 

Library: get Map Scroll (use it if you wish), 
Parchment (“Azarcan ...”); S, E, N, N 

Great Chapel (North End): jump on flames to 
open door to E; E,S 

Lesser Shrine: get key (9); N, E (kill spiders), 
N(W) 

Holy Crypt: search urn —> maggot, Charm; get 
Charm (30G); S, N(E) 

Lesser Crypt: move stones until you find Bless 


ers « 


Weapon; get it; S,S 

Warrior’s Crypt: drop funerary coin on Kazak’s 
Tomb —> Fire Shield Potion; get it; kill spider; 
N,E 

Common Crypt: (use key on altar to unlock the 
door that has just locked behind you); push 
four stones off altar —> Cure Potion; get it; 
push urns to floor —> Dispel Trap Scroll, Jar; 
get Scroll; open Jar (50G); E 

Shrine: get Coins (40G), Stone Bag; (disturb rat 
—> maggot); W, S 

Glutton’s Shrine: drop meat on altar —> Super 
Fast Potion; get; it; N, W, W, N, N 

Treasury: cast Dispel Trap on chest; open 
chest (uses Key (9)) —> book, charm, urn; get 
charm (100G), urn; S, S, W, S, S, W 

Robing Room: cast Dispel Trap on chest; open 
chest —> Read Language Scroll; get it; drop 
parchment; cast Read Language on Parch- 
ment; read Parchment; E, N 

Great Chapel (South End): drop urn on Caro- 
lus’s Altar —> Unknown Scroll and door to 
Guardian now open; cast Read Magic on Scroll 
—> Massacre Scroll; get it; N, N, N, N, W, N 
(this door can be opened earlier by pressing 
the buttons in the passage to the East. The 
prisoner told you that button 1 comes first (the 
left-hand one) — the sequence is 1432, learnt by 
trial and error) 

Guardian: cast Massacre at Dragon; search 
Dragon —> two Charms, Coins; get Charms 
(200G each), Coins (300G); push button (opens 
North door — this works only if you have the 
Crown with you); N 

Teleport: pull lever —> LEVEL TWO! 


@ Next month we take a look at another 
level - in the meantime, see how much 
further you can get! 


Des. res., mod. furn., Giant of handy eroraae space. Solidly built, but lots of scope 
for improvement. Suit anyone not fussy about windows. First to see will die - er, buy 
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LEISURE cheating 


Stuck in that crypt? Can’t 
escape from the Planet of 
the Robot Monsters? You need the 
FORMAT guide to real estate... 


PACLAND 


Grandslam 
Wendy Little is a sure shot supremo at this 
crazy little game, and she’s also found this 
cheat. Type in “AVALON” on the title screen for 
infinite lives. 


CYBERBALL 


Domark 
When the game starts, catch the ball, then run 
out of bounds. The defence are behind you. Run 
in for touchdown before the defence run at you. 
| find short play while you are defence works 
best. Highest score so far 104-18, winnings 
$999,000. 


@ The playground’s not far, madam, and do 
your children always wear that armour? 


ROBOCOP 
Ocean 
Pause the game and type in “MURPHY”. Now 
when you press the mouse button your health 
goes up. Lisa Reed from Bath says fifteen sec- 
onds to comply. 


STUNT CAR RACER 


Microprose 
Paul Groom from Middlesborough in Cleveland 
has got through several joysticks on the way to 
completing this nifty game. Take it away, Paul: 


The Little Ramp: should be easy. All you have 
to do is take the ramp itself at no less than 130 
mph. However, the hump shouldn’t be taken at 
more than 200 mph — otherwise you lose a lot 
of time in the air. 


The Hump Back: take the first hump at any 
speed up to around 130 mph. There are two 
options available when negotiating the bumpy 
straight that follows: 


Qo“ it at a sedate pace (under 150 mph); 


Put your foot down and rocket through it at 
over 200 mph. 
Keep your foot down for the next hump but slow 
down for the straight, since there is a sharp 
bend. Once past the final bend ignite the boost- 
ers and sprint to the line. 
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> 


EXCLUSIVE 
TO ST FORMAT.... 


ANNOUNCING THE LAUNCH OF A 
BRAND NEW PUBLIC DOMAIN 
LIBRARY FOR THE 
ATARI ST COMPUTER 


FARMIC ENTERPRISES 


For all the best PD Software 
for the ATARI just send £1 or 50p 
and a blank disk, 
for a disk catalogue including details 
of how to claim your 
FREE PD 


FARMIC ENTERPRISES 
75 Chestnut Grove, Coleshill, 
Birmingham, B46 1AD. 

Prices start from just £1.65 


PROMPT DELIVERY 
85a MANSFIELD RD, 
DAYBROOK, 
NOTTINGHAM, 
NG5 6BH. 


HARDWARE 


AMIGA PACKS 
inc. Modulator/Workbench/The 
Very First/Extras/Basic. 

k 


SOFTWARE 


We carry an extensive range of software for 
all machines, all at discount prices - at least 


RRP OUR PRICE 


Batman Pack European Super League ‘£19.99 
F-19 Stealth Fighter ....£29.95 ...... 


Gremlins ll... 


& 
please ring for best prices 


Lotus Turbo Esprit 
please ring for best prices 


New York Warrior 


Paradroid 90 
Spy Who Loved 


Discovery Pack 520STFM 
Voodoo Nightmare 


Power Pack 520STE 

Extra Pack 1040 STE 

Mega 1 + Professional Pack.. 
Mega 2 + Professional Pack.. 
Mega 4 + Professional Pack.. 
Stacy 2Mb Portable ST... 


Please ring for best discounts on hardware and 
software - the very best games machine in the 
world today! 


Reon MEGADRIVE 


Ys le all at discount prices, please ring for 
seta S. 


This is just a sample of the software we 
deal with. Please ring for best prices. 


25% off RRP for latest releases, for example: 


Hee £360.00 


E.S.D (Mail Order) 


8, Dykes Close, Hessle, N. Humberside, HU13 OBW. 
Tel: 0482-644254 (orders & enquiries). 


Full range of ST/Amiga/PC, hardware/software available. 


We can supply most ST related products at a discount, the following is 
an example of our prices: 


£119.00 PC Ditto Il 
£98.46 Modems from 
£41.98 Epson LX400 


Most items of software have a 20-25% discount. 
Books: e.g Atari ST Mach.Lang. (Abacus) £16.61 


eN Tech.Ref. Gde. Vol 1+2, each £17.95 =: 


ST Basic Guide (Abacus) £14.00 ieee 
Please phone for price on any item for the Atari ST. 


SHAREWARE AND PUBLIC 


DOMAIN SOFTWARE 
£2.00 per disk no minimum order 


TELEPHONE: 071-930 0697 
For a free catalogue 


OR WRITE TO: 
Lavery Computer Services Ltd 


46/47 Pall Mall 
London SW1Y 5JG 


Pagestream 
Protext V5 


24 HOUR ORDERLINE 


TELEPHONE: NOTTM. 
(0602) 673674/673672 


PUBLIC DOMAIN DISKS 


We have an extensive range of public domain and shareware programs. Please ring 
for details of our Amiga and Atari libraries. 


SEVEN DISK SPECIALS ONLY £10.95 
AMIGA DEMO PACK 4- All of the best latest demos. Pack changes all the time 
but never has same demos twice. 
AMIGA BUSINESS PACK - Spreadstieet, Wordprocessor, Database, Journal, 
N.A.G., Inventory. 
AMIGA UTILITY PACK 2 - Virus killers, Copiers, Disk Managers, Rippers, 
Bootcopiers. Plus loads more. 


AMIGA PROGRAMMERS PACK - C compilers, Assemblers, Source Codes, 
Pascal, LISP, C manual etc, 


ST GAMES - Azarian, Othello, Queboid, Breaknoid, Wheel, Football, Monopoly, 
Rocm, Invaders, Tennis, Bermuda Race 2. 


ST BUSINESS - Spreadsheet, Database, Inventory, Fincalc, Stocks, Shares, 
Double Sentry, ST Writer Elite V3.0. 
BLANK DISKS 
3.5" QUALITY DISKS £12.00 FOR 30 
SONY BRANDED 10 FOR £7.99 
FULLY GUARANTEED DSDD 100% CERTIFIED 


LAB 


ORDER BY PHONE 
(0602) 673674 or 
(0602) 673672 


Amiga 1/2 meg upgrades 
ST Second Drive 
Amiga Second Drive 


Reid ORDER BY FAX 


Order by cheque made payable 
to Computerlab. 
Delivery - Please add £6.50 courier 
delivery for orders over £100 Add 
£2.00 p&p for orders under £100. 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


MONITORS 
Atari SM124 high res mono 
Philips S8833 stereo monitor 


£140.00 
£255.00 
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Naksha Mouse 
Linnet Modem 
Linnet 1200 Modem 


ye The Stepping Stones: the ramps on the first 
length of straight should be taken at either over 
200 mph or under 150 mph. In order to attain a 
smooth landing after the next ramp, make sure 
you are travelling at about 150 mph. Meanwhile, 
take the stepping stones at between 140 mph 
and 175 mph. Finally, when you have cleared 
the last turn, race to the line. 


The Big Ramp: race at top speed around the 
course — except, that is, for the two small 
ramps, which sould be taken between 160 mph 
and 180 mph. The huge ramp should be taken 
at over 210 mph. 


Division 2: 

The High Jump: in order to clear this you must 
be racing at over 200 mph. Otherwise, the 
angled straight should be taken at about 170 
mph and the rest of the track at full speed. 


The Rollercoaster: the largest hill should be 
taken at a maximum speed of 160 mph. Stay at 
that speed until you are three quarters of the 
way down, then open the throttle for the 
rest of the track. 


Division 1: 

The Ski Jump: start the race and stay at = 
about 30 mph until you reach the end of * 
the third straight. Put the pedal to the metal 
and remember the ski jump must be taken at 
over 200 mph. 


The Drawbridge: once again, this track is 
pretty easy to complete. Attempt the draw- 
bridge at around 140 mph and pelt round the 
rest of the course at full speed. 


BARBARIAN 


Palace 
Nicole Hunt, who writes from somewhere in 
England, is a bit of a wizard with an axe. She 
sends this helpful advice: 
Level 1 — always “flying-neck-chop” 
Level 2 — roll into his corner and kick 
Level 3 - roll into his corner and either kick or 
headbutt . 
Level 4 — roll and kick or chop his legs 
Level 5 — chop his legs and neck 
Level 6 — chop his legs and neck 
Level 7 — Try and keep down and chop his legs 
Level 8 — keep down, chop his legs 
Level 9 — keep down and chop his legs 
Level 10 — Roll and kick but lie down if he tries 
a flying-neck-chop 
Drax — avoid the fireballs (one hit and you die) 


Pees soumneee’ 


We prefer to say “compact and bijou,” 
Mr - er, Indiana. Not related to Washington 
Irving or Minnesota Fats, by any chance? 


INDIANA JONES 


Lucasfilm 

Type “SILLYNAM” as your name into the high 
score chart for infinite continue options. Also try 
typing “IEHOVA” when the title screen comes up. 

The border flashes grey to tell you the cheat 
is activated. The “2” then advances you 
through the flash-points of the level, “L” 
moves you to the next scene, “I” sup- 
plies you with an icon. Kevin Dunn from 
- Willian in Hertfordshire has been saving 

Indy’s neck with these handy pokes. 


CHASE HQ 


Ocean 

If those horrible criminals have been getting the 
better of you, try John North from Surrey's 
advice. At the start of the game, when it says 
Nancy is at HQ and that there’s an emergency, 
press [Fire] and keep pressing the space bar. 
This causes you to rocket along at 999 mph. As 
you get to the arrow, press [Fire] and pull the 
joystick back. This cuts the time between you 
and the criminal down drastically, enabling you 
to nab him. 


LOMBARD RAC RALLY 


Mandarin 
Pressing the [Escape] key stops the race and 
the clock, and so as long as you stop it before 
the first time place you receive the top prize. 

With your prize money save up to £750. 
This enables you to buy a 2.8 litre engine at 
£400, four wheel drive at £250, front lights at 
£50 and fog lights at £50. 

With all these extras you can enter the full 
rally and win. However, if you can’t, the [Escape] 
key still works. Thanks to Carl Gizzi from Rhyl, 
Clwyd for those rallying hints. > 


Domark 


Gerry White from Cardiff has found a wicked little cheat for 

this addictive puzzler. When you reach the rooms con- 

taining the “Reptilions,” collect the Bombs from the 

lockers. When you enter the room which contains the 

Reptilion, a door closes behind you. Walk past the Rep- 

tilion, until you reach the other door, push the joystick 

back and forth and forward, press left shift to drop bombs, 

and you find you can walk through to the transporter. Do this in 
every Reptilion room, and you can complete your task. 
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LEISURE cheating 


TREASURE 
ISLAND DIZZY 


Codemasters 


Get the snorkel and weight, put weight on 
hook and jump up. Find gravedigger spade 
and the pogo stick (in the clouds). Go into the 
water and go to the island in the sky where 
you find the fireproof suit. Jump off the island 
and get a coin off the mast of the old ship. 
Drop the pogo stick and get the crowbar, take 
it to the trembling rock and drop it. You can 
see bubbles which you can use as lifts to get 
you to the other side. If you drop down a hole 
you are in the air pocket where you can get 
yet another coin. 

Use the gravedigger spade and drop it 
next to the grave. Find the store and the pier. 
You first need to trade in the egg for a boat. To 
obtain the egg enter the smuggler’s cave and 


@ Passing traffic, madam? Hardly any, I 
promise you - just the odd pedestrian... 


pass straight through it, but don’t forget your 
fireproof suit. Enter the cave which has the 
egg. It is surrounded by a rainbow of colours 
— but be careful! It is booby trapped. 

Jump on the stone pillar which holds the 
egg and stand as far to the edge as possible. 
Grab the egg and run down the cave, being 
careful not to stop - you risk getting 
squashed. Falling rocks are also dangerous. 
Go back throughthe smuggler’s cave and 
drop the fireproof suit (but you do need it 
again later). 

Get the dynamite and follow the fish 
through the water until it disappears. After 
getting the boat to the pier, you need a motor. 
Go with the snorkel and dynamite and go back 
to shore, and go through the tree village (pick- 
ing up the detonator) to the caves. Place the 
dynamite near the blasting area and jump 
behind a rock and drop the detonator. The 
fallen rock blows away and you can now 
obtain a bag of gold coins. 

Trade these in for the motor and return to 
the pier where you can drop it on the boat. 
You find that there’s no petrol so you need to 
buy some from the store. Take the axe and the 
bible to the bridge, drop the axe in the centre 
and you fall down to more water. You need to 
jump out again to re-arrange things or other- 
wise you lose your bible. Go into the water 
and get Hookjaw’s treasure. There is a curse 
on it so be careful! 

Jump out of the water and head back to 
the store (you can drop the bible here if you 
like) and trade in the petrol. Take it to the pier 
again, but you still need the ignition key. At 
the pier you may notice a yellow key. Get it 
and go into the smuggler’s cave. You should 
see the fireproof suit down there; take that as 
well. Walk along and you see a door which 
looks rather like a trapdoor. Use the key to 
open it and get the vintage brandy. Trade this 
in for the ignition key and you’re off. Jump on 
the boat and you’ve done it! 

Raymond Wightman from Carnforth in 
Lancs is dizzy but satisfied with that cheat. 
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SKATE TRIBE 


Mandarin 
Level 1: Don’t be greedy; just concentrate on 
getting past the level. 
Level 2: Stay in the middle of the screen on top 
of the road tracks and you're safe: bombs fall 
on either side of you. 
Level 3: Jump to the right hand side of the 
screen and try to get on the rail in the middle. 
Level 4: Do not look at the board and about 
every half second move right and left. 
Level 5: Jump straight up if a car comes 
towards you. 
Level 6: You don’t have to kill all the airo pede: 
you can if you really want to, but your score 


In 
holds 
a 
and fall= 


OPERATION 
STEALTH 


112 ST FORMAT 


depends on how many sections you destroy. 
Level 7: Learn the movements of the snake — 
one way is to get to the right. 

Level 8: Zigzag from side to side and you 
should miss the bikes. 

Level 9: Avoid money, and if anything gets in 
your way or comes towards you keep jumping. 


GUNSHIP 


Microprose 
Select your mission. Destroy the enemy, then 
land at your home base. Insert disk A, select 
“end game,” and put disk B back in when 
prompted. Take off vertically, then land again. 
You get medals galore, plus you go from 


& burst of enersoy, he 
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LEISURE cheating 


Sergeant to Colonel in rapid time. Gerry White 
from Cardiff is our man with the helicopter. 


SHADOW WARRIORS 


Ocean 

To activate this cheat wait until you die, but have 
at least one credit left and wait until the timer 
that allows you to continue comes up. Then 
simultaneously press the one and two-player 
keys. From then on, whenever you die press the 
one and two-player 
keys together all 
three of your lives 
return. You can do 
this as many times 
as you wish, but 
unfortunately it only 
works in two-player 
mode. Kamal Jethwa 
has been verily beat- 
ing ‘em up. 


@ Close to amenities, 
incl. shops, transport, 
heavily-armed ninjas 


TURRICAN 
Rainbow Arts 

On the first sceen of level one, climb to the top 
of the hill to the left. Climb back down to the 
first small ledge and press [Fire]. A block 
appears in the air, and shooting it reveals hid- 
den bolt-on extras. 

Thanks to Tim Hale from Lydney in Gloucester- 
shire for that tip. 


IKARI WARRIORS 

Elite 
Stephen Cross from Lancashire has been driv- 
ing a swath of destruction through this beat-'em- ° 
up. Get into the tank and go up to the metal box 
that shoots at you. Ride through it and then 
abort the game. Now when you start a new 
game the tank is invincible! 


FAST LANE 


Artronic 
Tristan Cliffe from Norwich reckons that if you 
have trouble gaining Pole Position all you have to 
do is to pause the game (f1) during qualifying and 
then restart it. The lap timer should have stopped 
running. All you have to do then is complete the 
lap without crashing, as slowly as you want to. 


RAINBOW ISLANDS 


Ocean 
Type in the following while the first title screen is 
being shown, remembering to press return after 
the letters. This cheat only works once per load- 
ing. The mysteriously Christian-nameless C 
Birch from Oxford has been rainbow bouncing. 
SSSLLRRS = Always has fast rainbow 
RJSBJSBR = Always has double rainbow 
BLRBJSBJ = Always has fast shoes 
RRLLBBJS = All hidden food is money bags 


Hi Lge. formal gdn... Oh, I hate being a real 
estate agent. | want to be... a lumberjack! 
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LEISURE cheating 


APB 


Domark 
Anthony Bekesi from Liverpool has found this 
hidden cheat. Type “ALF” into the high score 
table for infinite demerits. 


KARATE KID PART 2 
Activision 
If you're having problems with this game, simply 
press “P” to skip the current screen. 


SUPERCARS 


Gremlin 
Robert Mannall’s zipping around London in this 
racing game. When asked to type in your name 
try: Rich — gives you 500,000 credits 
Odie — for level 2 
BigC — for level 3 


NETHERWORLD 
Level 9 
Colin Crampton from Kent has found that if you 
get your name on the title score board and type 
UxZ158 you get infinite lives. 


PIPEMANIA 
Empire 
lf you want to collect the 50,000 points bonus, 
fill the screen with pipes. 


ATOMIC ROBOKID 
Activision 
Start the game as normal. Kill the first three 


enemy gun emplacements, then kill the next four 


gun emplacements as well. There should be a 
little green ledge: manoeuvre your Robokid onto 
it. Jump up a few times and you find yourself in 
the cavern. This tip comes courtesy of Eloise 
Spark from Weston. 


R-TYPE 

Activision 
As soon as you are about to insert disk 2, press 
the [Help] key, keep it held down and then press 
the M and E keys all together. During the game 
you can simply press F5, F6, F7, F8 to access 
the different levels. Richard Smith from Middlesex 
is the extremely awfully really quite good chap 
with the knackered joystick. 


XENON 
Virgin 
Here’s a small tip for Xenon. If you've had 
enough of all those aliens, you can give yourself 
a bit of a rest. As soon as you have killed the 
second-level guardian, kill the two ships that you 
come to first and then smash into the wall. For 
the rest of the level there are no aliens. 


XENON 2 
Mirrorsoft 
Here’s an even smaller tip for Xenon 2. If your 
hand aches while you're playing, all you need to 
do is switch on your auto fire. stf 


FORMAT NEEDS YOUR CHEATS & TIPS 


Everybody reads FORMAT’s Gamebusters pages, so if you crave fame - or even 
fortune - why not send in a tip, a cheat, an infinite lives poke, a short cut, an 
undocumented feature, a bug, a password - anything you've found that helps 
you get more from your ST? If you're stuck at a particular point in a game, or 


find a problem with a piece of software, we want to hear about that, too. - 
That way you can share your information with over 50,000 fellow ST enthusiasts, and be in the 
running for our monthly £50 prize. Fame! Fortune! The answer to your problem! (Well, possibly...) 


Name 


Address 


Daytime ’phone 


My tip is: Games Desktop Music 


Brief description of tip 


Graphics Cover Disk Other 


Please complete this form and send it, along with your tip, to: Gamebusters, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW. 


31/2" DS/DD 1Mb 


51/4" DS/HD 1.6Mb 


31/2" 240 capacity (stackable) 


NEW LOW PRICES 
BRANDED DISKS AT BULK PRICES 


BENCHMarRK SP BRAND 


ALL 31/2" DISKS COME WITH LABELS. 


ALL 51/4" DISKS COME WITH LABELS WRITE PROTECTS AND SLEEVES 


| _DiskType [Qty | 25 | 50 | 100 | 200 | 500 | 1000 _ 


295.00 


eee... 


ALL OUR DISKS ARE 100% CERTIFIED GUARANTEED ERROR FREE 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. WE WILL MATCH ANY ADVERTISED PRICE FOR CERTIFIED 
UNBRANDED DISKS IN THIS PUBLICATION AND SUPPLY BENCHMARK PRODUCT 
"HOW'S THAT FOR A PROMISE" 


DISK STORAGE BOXES LOCKABLE 


Siem lOO Canacity ......:.41...-..-. 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & P&P UK ORDERS ONLY 
Cheques and 


VISA 24 HOUR ORDER! 7 87784 
Pp 10) U DERLINE 0597 8 


Manor Court Supplies Ltd 


Telephone: 0597 87 792 Fax No: 0597 87 416 


BAU OONCAD ACY cohen e. oaesoc views, £3.50 
51/4" 200 capacity (stackable) ............. 


THESE PRICES ONLY IF BOUGHT WITH DISKS 


Dept AMF, Glen Celyn House, Penybont, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LD1 5SY 


UNBRANDED DISKS AT SAME PRICES 


¢ 


A TORCWALITPgoo iri 


WH SeeOm YOUR ST 
Se See Osu 


COMES COMPLETE 
WITH OCP ART STUDIO 


A powerful partner for 
Desk Top Publishing. 

Package includes 
GS4500 scanner, interface and 
ScanEdit software. 

With Geniscan you have 
the ability to easily scan 
images, text and graphics into 
the ST. 

Save images in suitable 
format for leading packages 


including DEGAS, At last - a top quality OCR 
NEOCHROME, FLEETSTREET, program at a fraction of the price 
etc. you would expect to pay. 
Unmatched range of Intelligent routines to analyse 
<4 edit/capture facilities not text images and convert them into 
er 3a RAR offered by other scanners at text files suitable for your Word 
An easy to handle Hand this unbeatable price. Processor program. 
Scanner featuring 105 mm Adjustable switches for COMPLETE WITH No more tedious typing - 
scanning width and 400 dpi brightness and contrast. OCP ART STUDIO simply scan in a page of text and 
resolution enables you to Powerful software allows & All READPIC will do the rest!! 
reproduce graphics and text on for Cut and Paste Editing of Hardware/Software 
your computer screen. images etc. 


High 
quality direct 
replacement for 
mouse on the 
Atari. 

Teflon glides 
for smoother 


movement. 
Rubber coated jf. 
ball for minimum Hy 
slip. 
Optical 
system counting ag } ere 3 hae 
- 500/mm. Fy 7 512K of FASTRAM to bring your 
- 520 STFM up to a full 1040K!! 
Replace internal 500K drive with a full 1 Fitting easily achieved by anyone 
Meg unit. Top quality drive unit. who has a little soldering experience. 
Full fitting instructions. 
Easily fitted - no special skills required. 
Direct plug N.B. will not fit some ST models - check 
in replacement. with our Tech. Dept. before ordering. 


Access | eoESs 
BS TELEPHONE (24 Hrs) - - CREDIT CARD ORDERS gxaa 


WE WILL DESPATCH YOUR ORDER QUICKLY & EFFICIENTLY TO ENABLE YOU TO START RECEIVING THE BENEFITS OF YOUR PURCHASE WITHIN DAYS, NOT WEEKS. 
ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 Hrs. ALL PRICES INCLUDE V.A.T. UK ORDERS POST FREE/EUROPE ADD £1/OVERSEAS ADD £3. PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS AND SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by telephone prior to visit. ALL CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO... 


DATEL ELECTRONICS L7D., 
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ST4 2RS, ENGLAND 
TELEPHONE SALES ONLY 0782 744707 FAX 0782 744292 TECHNICAL/CUSTOMER SERVICE 0782 744324 


ST9 


A NEW WORLD OF POWER ° 


THE ANSWER 
TO YOUR 
DISK 


DUPLICATION 
PROBLEMS 


'or,riCeO rarPrEeESS FF. 


IS HERE! 


THE LATEST CUSTOM LSI CHIP TECHNOLOGY 


WARNING 1988 COPYRIGHT ACT WARNING If you don't have a second drive we can supply 
Datel Electronics Ltd., neither condones nor authorises the use of it's products for the reproduction of SYNCRO EXPRESS together with a drive for 


copyright material. 

The backup facilities of this product are designed to reproduce only software such as Public Domain 
material, the users own programs or software where permission to make backups has been clearly given. 
It is illegal to make copies, even for your own use, of copyright material, without the express 
permission of the copyright owner, or the licencee thereof. 


HOW TOGET YOUR STfNCRO = NPRESS 
TELEPHONE (24 Hrs) - (ZN - CREDIT CARD ORDERS 


WE WILL DESPATCH YOUR ORDER QUICKLY & EFFICIENTLY TO ENABLE YOU TO START RECIEVING THE BENEFITS OF YOUR PURCHASE WITHIN DAYS, NOT WEEKS. 
ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 Hrs... ALL CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO... 


Aa 
VISA 
Seana 


GOVAN ROAD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE; FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ST4 2RS, ENGLAND 
TECHNICAL/CUSTOMER.SERVICE 0782 744324 : = ; dies 


ART attack 


SKanagy KO 


oloure 


48 


tangerine flake streamlined 


pic C 


ture 


Snow 


MRE his month, TKKTFSPS (that’s Hungarian 
for “GALLERY”) brings you the latest 
L crop of digital masterpieces that have 
wended their way through sleet and snow to end 
up on the ST FORMAT doormat. They're all dis- 
played here, for all the world to see, say “Cor, 
strewth! That's really rather spiffing, isn’t it, 
what?” and sip mulled wine in front of. 

Every month, we cough up large sums of 
cash (well, £25 is pretty big, innit?) for the best 
entry submitted by a reader. Just think, it could 
be you! All you need to do is knock up a load of 


Jackson Pollocks on your favourite art-package 
and then sit down with a pen and paper — or a 
typewriter, or your trusty ST and your favourite 
word processor — and tell us how you did it. We 
want to know what art-package you used, your 
favourite techniques, how long it took and any 
“inside information” that you may have on the 
creation of your stunning pictures. 

The only drawback is that we can’t return 
any submissions. No, not even if you enclose an 
SAE and send us a long monologue on how that 
disk has been in the family for years, since 


Is Brush Mode a French 


| fashion accessory? Are 


Ellipses EEC-approved 
mouthparts? These 
questions are highly 
unlikely to be answered 
by Neil Jackson, the 
Gallery host who checks 
out most of the post 


Uncle Henry won it from a peasant in Burma dur- 
ing the war. We need to be able to hang on to 
entries for future issues just in case we can't 
print all the good ones in the current mag. 

To make life even easier for us, please 
remember to put your name and address on the 
disk itself, as well as on your accompanying 
paperwork. And please don’t forget to tell us the 
name of the art package used. While you're at 
it, why not check the disk for viruses before you 
send it to us at: The Gallery, ST FORMAT, 30 
Monmouth St., Bath, Avon BAl 2BW. stf 


Andrew Treherne, alias Raphael Darkangel, 
from Ackworth, West Yorks, created this 
picture of Alice Cooper with the popular Degas 
Elite by drafting out the basic outline using 
K-Line and Freehand Draw and then working on 
the nose in magnify mode (pic 1). Close-up 
work continued on the eyes and mouth. The 
mouth is tough to position correctly, so Raphael 
worked on it as one chunk and then Cut and 
Pasted it to the final location (pic 2). 

Text is next, when all the filling is done, 
using a standard font which is then stretched as 
a block, altered in magnify mode and then 
rotated to the desired angle (pic 3). Finally, 
Raphael tidied up the hair, spent 30 minutes 
getting the ear detail correct, prettied up the 
text and finally signed it. The whole picture took 
around five hours to do, with the hardest part 
being Alice Cooper's famous squint. 

Mi Degas Elite £24.95 from Electronic Arts 
= 0753 49442 


Tim Watten from Droitwich used the Public 
Domain version of NeoChrome for this picture 
of a SEPECAT Jaguar fighter plane. The four 
stages in its creation were: 

@ Sketch the basic outline (pic 1). 

@ Add simple colours to the shape to demar- 
cate the coloured areas (pic 2). 

@ Add highlights to give the picture a three- 
dimensional feel (pic 3). 

@ And finally add the squadron decals, wing 
details and touch up any rough edges (pic 4). 

@ NeoChrome, a Public Domain program, 
is part of the ST FORMAT Graphics 
Collection - see Special Offers, page 152 


@ For reviews of the whole range of 
graphics software available for your ST - 
and much, much more - why not check 
out Get the Most from Your ST, edited by 
FORMAT’s Mark Higham? See page 151 
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Scott G Mackay from Inverness is another 
user of Degas Elite, the most popular art pack- 
age for the ST. His first step in creating this 
picture of a Cheetah joystick (somehow “still 
life” doesn’t seem the right term) was to choose 
a suitable palette. His first choice of white, grey 
and black didn’t give the right effect, so he 
added one bit of blue to each colour: instead of 
black, which has an intensity level of O00, he 
used dark blue of value 001 and so on. 


attack 


Using a mixture of K-Line (continuous line) 
and freehand draw, Scott sketched the basic 
shape of the joystick (pic 1). Next, using mag- 
nify, for close-up checking, and more K-line, to 
keep lines parallel, he tidied up the basic shape 
(pic 2). Then he added base colours (pic 3) and 
began shading, using a palette of seven blues, 
seven red-oranges and a dark grey to highlight 
and darken the joystick (pic 4). To get more 
subtle shades, colours were mixed, using a 


pixel-chequerboard pattern, in magnify mode. 
When two similar colours are mixed in this way, 
the optical effect is that a third colour appears, 
with a tonal value halfway between the two 
original colours (pic 5). 

Finally, Scott created a background on a 
separate screen, using the same colour palette 
and the same mixing techniques. The com- 
pleted joystick was then cut and pasted on top, 
creating the finished picture (pic 6). 


Julian Buswell from Portsmouth uses OCP 
Art Studio for his artwork: it has a zoom facility 
which can display the main features of the face 
all at once, and he reckons the drawing facili- 
ties are easier to use than other art packages’. 

His first move is to draw the basic outline 
for the face and add minimal details (pic 1). The 
shape doesn’t need to be perfect, since it can 
be re-shaped when the detail is added. It’s 
important to to note that a face contains a mini- 
mal amount of lines — it’s constructed mainly by 
shadow. Julian fills in every alternate pixel with a 
colour in order to blend different shades. 

The complete Joker's face has ears, neck 
and teeth added, and the face itself has been 
re-shaped several times (pic 2). After this the 
clothing, hair and hat are added and the back- 
ground colour is changed to make sure all 
detail is visible on screen (pic 3). 
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The next stage is the creation of Jack 
Nicholson’s face, which is constructed in the 
same way as the Joker's (pics 4 and 5). Finally, 
the two images are combined on one screen 
and a background is added (pic 6). 

The most important thing to remember, 
Julian comments, is that the face won't always 
look like the real person until all the shading is 


complete. A few pixel alterations can create dif- 
ferent looks. This picture apparently looked like 


‘Bob Hoskins and Robert Wagner before it was 


finished! The Joker took eight hours to draw, 
while Nicholson took four, and the background 
another two. Time well spent! stf 

Advanced OCP Art Studio £19.99 from 
Datel Electronics t 0782 744707 
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COMPETITION flames 


Microprose and ST FORMAT are 
combining to offer half a dozen of you 
lucky readers aday out you’ ll remember 
for the rest of your life, probably... 


ast issue, 
readers with 
good memo- 


ries will recall, we previewed 
Flames of Freedom, the suc- 
cessor to the extraordinary Mid- 
Winter (reviewed in ST FORMAT 9, 
and a notably high-scoring FORMAT 
Gold, achieving an incredible 96%). 

Now if Flames of Freedom is even as 
good as MidWinter -— and Mark Higham’s in-depth 
preview suggests it could well surpass it — it’s a 
game that’s going to light up the winter evenings of 
thousands of ST owners. 

So, as so often on these occasions, we decided to 
celebrate the fact with a competition of humungous great pro- 
portions. Here’s what's on offer: 


®@ An all-expenses visit to Microprose HQ and lunch with some 
of the weirdest and wackiest characters you're ever likely to 
encounter; 


WA flight in their ever so cute four-seater Cessna Piper plane; 
@ A fistfull of Microprose’s finest software; 


@ A trip down from Microprose to the ST FORMAT office to meet some 
more weird and wacky funsters and see just how Britain's biggest, bright- 
est and best-selling magazine for ST owners is carelessly flung together 
(shurely “lovingly hand-crafted”? — Ed); 


@ And a flight in the Future Publishing balloon, complete with a first class 
opportunity to revisit your lunch. 


THE RULES BOX 

1. This competition is not open to employees of Microprose or Future Publishing or thelr relatives. 

2. Entries must be received before the end of February, and this time we'll do our very best not 
to pull out the winners’ names before the competition closes. 

3.Submitting multiple entries is a rather expensive way of disqualifying yourself from the 
competition. Wouldn't it be simpler just not to bother entering? 

4, Prizes offered must be taken on the date offered. No alternatives are offered. 

5. If you do happen to reacquaint yourself with your lunch, don’t blame us. 

6. The prizes are taken entirely at the winners’ own risk. If the winner is too young to travel 
unaccompanied, expenses for transport of parents or guardians cannot be met by Microprose. 

7.Judge's decision is final. 

8.Everyone who works at Microprose must go “Woo!” when the prizewinners arrive at Tetbury. 
Except for Peter Jones and Adrian Parr, who are far too dignified for that kind of thing, probably. 

9.Entry of this competition implies acceptance of these rules in their entirety. 


On your trip you'll meet some of Microprose’s top programmers, as 
well as the witless morons that put ST FORMAT together each month. But 
then, every silver lining has a cloud. 

All you have to do is answer the accompanying FORMAT competition 
questions. Send the answers to us, at Flames of Freedom Competition, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BAl 2BW, before the end of February 
on a postcard and “Bob is,” as they say, “your parent’s brother.” stf 
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The Flames have been lit - A new age dawns. 


Midwinter II. Flames of Freedom will be available for your Atari ST, Commodore 
Amiga and IBM PC compatibles in the Spring of 1991 


= 
ae 
MASTERS OF STRATEGY 


MicroProse. Unit 1, Hampton Road Industrial Estate, Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8LD 


MUSIC STs live! 
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re you one of the many thousands who 

bought or were given an ST over Christ- 

mas? If so, you may not know about one 
of the ST’s strongest points. Its built-in MIDI ports 
enable it to talk directly to synthesisers and the 
like, and this has led to the existence of some 
exceptionally good professional music software. 

The result is that the ST is the preferred hard- 
ware for many of the world’s best-known musi- 
cians, from Madonna, who used STs on last year’s 
world tour, to Fleetwood 
Mac, Soul-Il-Soul, Betty 
Boo and many, many 
more. In fact, most weeks 
on Top of the Pops you'd 
be hard pressed to find an 
act that hadn’t used STs somewhere along the way. 

One of the first to exploit the ST’s potential - 
live and in the studio — were Tangerine Dream, who 
were for that very reason sponsored by Atari on a 
series of tours. They've also contributed to the 
development of many a piece of software — the lat- 
est being the acclaimed Cubase from Steinberg. 

In their 23 years, Tangerine Dream have sold 
over seven million albums worldwide, with five gold 
records and three sell-out tours in the USA. The 
line-up has changed many times, and now only 
founder Edgar Froese remains of the original band. 

Paul Haslinger, the other member of Tangerine 
Dream, is a classically-trained Austrian keyboard 
player, and ST FORMAT interviewed him prior to 
their first UK tour for over four years. 

Why, we asked, do they use STs? “It’s a long 
development from the first sequencers that could 
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just produce a single scale,” he says, “up to the 
first MIDI sequencers like the Yamaha QX1, and 
then on to the more sophisticated computer soft- 
ware. But it’s all giving us chances to compose and 
arrange in a certain setup that we create our- 
selves — that’s basically my perspective on it. 

“The first programs | used had very bad timing 
and very few features. Now we actually work 
together with Steinberg, trying to give them input 
from the musicians’ side and make the software 

into a better tool. 

“| was never very fond 
of mathematically —struc- 
tured software: it looks like 
a calculation or something, 
and not like a music pro- 

gram at all. But | think in general it’s a display 
problem. To have a big screen is a bigger point 
than what software you're using, because as 
soon as you can put it on a big screen you 
just have musically many more possibilities. 

“100 years ago you 
bought the — instrument 
and everything came with 
it. Today your instrument 
consists of maybe two or 
three computers, a couple 
of sound modules and 
the mixing and effects 
facilities - so you can re- 
construct and re-edit your instrument all the time.” 

“Of course we have a lot of customised equip- 
ment, but we’re also using the normal stuff that 
everyone uses, like Roland, Yamaha, Korg mod- 


MUSIC STs live! 
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ules, and we try to give those companies input too. 
The Korg Waystation at the moment is a very inter- 
esting instrument and the [Akai] S1000-S1100 
family is definitely a new sample standard. 

“As far as ST software is concerned, we use 
both Steinberg and C-Lab, and both are really pro- 
fessional — possibly the best pieces of software 
that exist for musicians. 

“For a lot of programmers the operating sys- 
tem is a big problem, and changes there would be 
my first request. Second, | think the Stacy laptop 
could be a wonderful machine for musicians — if 
they get rid of the little mistakes it has. They 
should do this quickly and not make a big deal out 
of it.” (In fact, since this interview Atari have 
relaunched the Stacy, sorting out just the problems 
Paul refers to — see last month’s News.) 

“| think the music market is the big plus that 
this computer has. Atari shouldn't let the musicians 
go, because they are the main group of people 
they count on.” This is possibly a little biased: 

though the ST is the choice 
of many professional musi- 
cians, they're a tiny propor- 
tion of ST users, after the 
game-players (the vast 
majority) and others inter- 
ested in serious/productiv- 
ity uses such as desktop 
publishing and graphics. 

What's it like depending on the ST — especially 
live? Do they ever get breakdowns? “Yeah, there 
was one major gig on the US/Canada 88 tour. We 


had a transformer for 110V-220V and all the instru. D> 


ST FORMAT 721 


STs live! 


@ For the boys in Tangerine Dream, the Atari ST has shown itself to be the ideal machine for creating, arranging and performing their music 


ments were running on 220V. The STs were on 
110V, and ten minutes before the end of the con- 
cert the transformer blew up! The result was all 
the instruments were off, but because they were 
on 110V the STs stayed on. The funny thing was 
that the whole of Atari's distribution personnel in 
Canada were in the concert so they were glad — 
everything blew up but the STs!” 

One of the most exciting new developments 
in the ST music world is direct-disk sampling, 
enabling you to transfer master tapes to hard 
drive, then experiment, distort and edit endlessly, 
without losing any quality and without the restric- 
tions that working with a physical medium 


imposes. This has become possible on the ST in 
only the past year or so. 

“We don’t have a main direct-disk sampling 
system yet,” Paul says, “though we have experi- 
ence with Soundtools and the Steinberg system. 
I'm sure that in the next year we'll see digital 
multitrack solutions for a very affordable price 
that get rid of a lot of the problems we have with 
the analog machinery.” 

How do Tangerine Dream go about creating a 
track using the ST? “It's always different,” Paul 
replies. “The normal way is that someone has an 
idea and puts it on a sequencer, shows it to the 
others and says ‘What do you think?’ That's how 


we decide whether we work on it or not. But a lot 
of our songs have been really long in develop- 
ment. You start on a song, you work on it three 
months later and then another year later you 
finish it. Some songs simply need time to grow — 
and when we reach a certain point we say we 
have to put it out!” stf 


FORMAT GUIDE TO MUSIC SOFTWARE FOR YOUR ST 


Whatever your level of expertise, there’s a piece of 
ST music software to suit you, from Public 
Domain material, available for just a couple of 
quid, right up to the fully-featured software used 
by a whole range of professional musicians. 


Henry Cosh Sequencer 
MACHINE: ALL STs PRICE: £2.50 

FROM: GOODMAN OR YOUR PD LIBRARY 
CONTACT: 0782 335650 

A classic piece of Public Domain software, the 
Henry Cosh Sequencer — Accompanist, to give it 
its proper but less well-known name — featured in 
a special edition on ST FORMAT’s Cover Disk 16. 
(Where were you then?) 

As you’d expect from PD, it’s a little limited for 
professional use, and for the younger generation 
the selection of song files is bound to look a bit 
stone-age, but it’s very user-friendly and quite 
extraordinarily good value. It’s the ideal introduc- 
tion to creating music on your ST. Go for it. 
Music Construction Set 
MACHINE: ALL STs PRICE: £9.99 
FROM: ELECTRONIC ARTS 
CONTACT: 0753 49442 
Though it’s not exactly state-of-the-art (what do 
you expect for a tenner, for God’s sake?), MCS 


remains a cheap, fun, flexible and surprisingly 
powerful entry-level music package. 


TCB Tracker 

MACHINE: ALL STs PRICE: £39.95 
FROM: MPH CONTACT: 0603 503382 
REVIEWED: S/7F 16: 93% — FORMAT GOLD 


Released to a blizzard of critical approval, Tracker 
is amazing. It gets your ST sounding like you 
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wouldn’t believe, requires no hidden extras or 
hardware add-ons to get you there, and it’s user- 
friendly too: you don’t need to be any kind of 
techie wizard to get started with this one! Promise: 
you won't regret buying Tracker. 

@ You can even try it first: a demo version 
appeared on ST FORMAT Cover Disk 16. 


Quartet 2 
MACHINE: ALL STs PRICE: £49.95 
FROM: MICRODEAL CONTACT: 0726 68020 


A cracking, low-level package that gets your ST to 
make some astonishing sounds. And, thanks to 
some techie-type wizardry that needn’t concern us 
here, compositions of several minutes take up just 
a few K. If you can’t justify spending hundreds of 
pounds on a truly professional program, the newly 
upgraded version of Quartet is definitely worth 
your dosh. Highly recommended. 


Tiger Cub 

MACHINE: 1MBYTE STs PRICE: £99 
FROM: MCM CONTACT: 081 256 3454 

The entry-level module of the acclaimed Steinberg 
series of ST sequencers, Tiger Cub is aimed at the 
serious novice. As such it represents an excellent 
opportunity to see what all the fuss is about. 
Powerful, friendly and a bit on the cheap side... but 
enough about the Editor. Tiger Cub is all of these 
things, and more besides. 

Steinberg Cubase 

MACHINE: MONO STs PRICE: £550 
FROM: EVENLODE SOUNDWORKS 
CONTACT: 0993 898484 

What was that strangled murmur? You didn’t know 


software could be this expensive? But look what 
kind of a package you get! We are talking high- 


end, professional, serious music gear here, and 
then some. Cubase is the successor to Stein- 
berg’s incredibly successful Pro-24 series, which 
many bands — Tangerine Dream among them — cut 
their ST teeth on. 

Steinberg had a big lead over the rest of the 
field, but for whatever reason lost out in the UK to 
C-Lab (see below). Yet such is the price and time 
investment in getting to grips with software of this 
complexity that many bands have stuck with 
Steinberg. You could certainly do worse, though if 
you are a newcomer to the ST then you may prefer 
to opt for the C-Lab route. 


C-Lab Creator 

MACHINE: MONO STs PRICE: £299 
FROM: SOUND TECHNOLOGY 
CONTACT: 0462 480000 


C-Lab Notator 

MACHINE: MONO STs PRICE: £499 
FROM: SOUND TECHNOLOGY 
CONTACT: 0462 480000 


For many budding (and rich) musicians, C-Lab 
represents the eighth wonder of the world. These 
packages - Creator, a _ real-time 64-track 
sequencer, and Nofator, with full built-in score edit 
facilities — represent some of the finest software 
ever produced for musicians on any computer 
anywhere, ever. The printed page can hardly con- 
vey the power and intelligence of these programs. 
If you think we’re exaggerating, get along to one of 
the many music fairs held around the country, or 
visit a decent Atari stockist. This admittedly costly 
material is highly, highly desirable. Put it on that 
list of things you intend to buy when you win the 
Pools — or maybe try to make friends with some- 
one who is quite rich and very generous. stf 


issue 19-FEBRUARY-91 


PROTEX@ EAC, 


Five years to the month after Protext version | was 
launched Arnor are pleased to present version 5, an enormous leap 
forward in both ease of use and performance. 


Protext 5.0 introduces a completely integrated system of pull down menus 
and dialogue boxes. The menus are among the many operations that may now 
be carried out with either the mouse or the keyboard. Protext really does give 
you the best of both worlds. 


Protext 5.0 handles printer fonts flexibly and accurately. You can make full use 
of any number of proportional printer fonts, mix them freely within any line, 
centre them in headers, use automatically formatted footnotes. And Protext 
correctly formats your text as you type it, no matter how many font changes 
you use, showing you line and page breaks exactly as they will be printed. 


Protext 5.0 is still the fastest word processor around. Even though we have 
made all these major improvements we have taken great care to ensure that 
text editing is as fast as ever. The menus work smoothly and quickly even 
with high resolution displays. But of course, you can use Protext’s efficient set 
of commands and keys just as before and 5.0 remains compatible with all 
earlier versions from 1.0 onwards. 


Protext 5.0 is a worthy successor to version 4, which was described as “the 
best word processor at any price”, “the best text processor on the Amiga” 


and “the most powerful word processor on the Atari ST” (AUI, ST/Amiga 
Format, ST User). 


Protext 5.0 heralds a new era of multi-lingual European software, in time for 
1992 and the opening up of Eastern Europe. Protext may be used in at least 


ie Co) 


27 different languages and has 10 
different national keyboard layouts 
built in (plus the capability to define 
your own symbols and 
keyboard layouts). 


Prices 


x New fast & easy to use pull down 
menu system with dialogue boxes and 
alerts; fi selector; mouse dragging to set 
blocks. Menus complement existing 
commands and keyboard shortcuts, do 
not replace them. Menus may be used 
with mouse or keyboard. Amiga version 
follows Intuition guidelines. 


- 


Enhanced printing capabilities supports multiple proportional fonts; mixing of 
different font sizes on the same line; proportional formatting whilst editing; side 
margin, headers and footers independent of main text font. Tabs, decimal tabs and 
centre tabs. Extensive range of printer drivers supplied. 


S 
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_ Multiple file editing - up to 36 files may be open; split screen editing. 


2 


_ Graphics mode support on PC allows use in virtually any text or graphics mode 
including 132 column or 75 line VGA modes; user defined characters and on-screen 
bold, italics and underlining now on all versions; use of 13 different accents on any 
character. 


- 


‘ 
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Language support includes Albanian, Basque, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, 
Esperanto, Estonian, Flemish, Finnish, French, German, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Latin, 
Lithuanian, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Rumanian, Serbocroatian, Slovak, Spanish, 
Slovene, Swedish, Welsh. (Note: some printers do not support all languages). 


-« Index and contents generation. Indexer takes marked words or phrases; contents 
entries automatically taken from titles wrapped in control codes; many options for style 
of contents output. 


-« Spelling checker features completely new 110,000+ word Collins dictionary with very 
fost phonetic lookup. Anagrams and find word pattern. Foreign language dictionaries 
(German, Swedish available now, others to follow). 


Many other enhancements including multi-line footnotes and endnotes; automatic 
timed save; add column or row of figures; indent tabs; find word at cursor; 40 column 
mode support; sentence operations; inter- paragraph space; much improved expression 
evaluator; self incrementing variables; Roman numerals; newspaper-style column 
printing; file sorting utility with special options for names and addresses; revised manual 
plus new tutorial guide. 


‘ 
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And don’t forget Protext still includes background printing; box manipulation; 
macro recording; exec files; headers and footers; find and replace; mail merging; 
undelete; file conversion utility; configuration program; auto reformatting; on screen 
help; time and date; typewriter mode; line drawing; disc utilities. 


Protext 5.0 may be purchased from any good computer shop or directly from Arnor. Upgrades from earlier versions 
are only available from Arnor and the original discs should be returned with your order. 


PC Amiga ST/TT Archimedes 
Protext 5.0 £149.95 £149.95 £149.95 £149.95 
Upnrace from v4.2 £60 £60 £60 N/A 
rom earlier versions £75 €75 675 N/A 
Protext 4.2 £99.95 £99.95 £99.95 N/A 
Prodata 1.1 $79.95 $79.95 $79.95 due 1991 Q1 
Notes: 


Protext 5.0 requires at least 640K of memory on all machines 
Protext 4.2 requires at least 512K of memory on all machines 
Prodata requires IMB of memory on the Amiga 


Arnor Ltd (stF), 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE] 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 (24 hr), Fax: 0733 67299 


PD reviews 


“Blimey, mate, it’s really cheap — 
it’s cheaper than a cheapy. 

It makes me feel all sad inside 
and really kinda weepy.” 


(John Donne, Attrib.) In search 
of metaphysical poetry and cheap 
software: Andy Hutchinson 


@ What is this Public Domain stuff? It’s basically 
free sottware (released as a demo, or to get feed- 
back from users): you pay the PD library only a few 
quid for the service — and it’s certainly not all crap! 


UTILITIES 


The South West Software Library - 
Disk 1330 

The Pools are one of the great mysteries of 
British life. People religiously fill in the coupon, 
year in, year out, and see absolutely nothing 
back in return. So why not try this program to 
predict scores for you? It’s very comprehensive, 
enabling you to set all the parameters such as 
the formulas, the teams and the weather. 

STF Rating - 74% 


Prediction 


i|_Edit Fornula jj 
j[Enter Fixtures _| 


}Add Fixtures 
|LEnter Results 


Fulham nil, Cowdenbeath Wanderers 20. 
Littlewoods 15,000,000,200, The Public 2 


Goodman’s International PD Library - 
Disk GD937 

TCOS is an advanced database program mod- 
elled on the Mac program Hypercard. You de- 
sign a card on screen combining text, graphics 
and sound. You click on certain areas of the 
card to view another, and you can take different 
routes through the pile of cards, zeroing in on 
only the necessary information. A very good 
program at a very low price. 

STF Rating - 82% 


J Goto Card 
| Renane Card 
Copy Card 


68008 


+ Very Good 
+ Reasonable 


Processor : 
Graphics 
Sound 


Comments + An extremely popular and 
cheap 16-bit computer, 


suitable for many purposes. 


 TCOS is all about trees, buttons and 
variable routes. It’s not so much a 
database as an interactive adventure! 
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Goodman’s International PD Library - 
Disk GD960 
If you’d rather spend an evening looking at the 
stars than the bottom of a pint glass, then Star 
2000 could be just what you've been scanning 
the heavens for. Star maps, names and other 
starry information are all included in this pro- 
gram. It looks great but completely baffles me. 
STF Rating - 76% 


South West Software Library - 
Disk 1204 

Calendar accessories are one of those acces- 
sories which should be really useful, but which 
never seem to be used. Cal 20 on this disk is 
just about the best calendar program available 
for the ST. It can work out how many days are 
left in the year and produce a calendar for any 
year you request. 


STF Rating - 77% 


Desk File List Map Plot Find Options Help 


@ What we’re looking at here is weally 
qwite extwaordinawy. Yes, it’s miwwions 
of dots - big dots, wittle dots, hollow dots 
and dots on lines. Each dot is a star 
(much like the ST FORMAT team, really) 
and with Star 2000 you can check out 
each and every blessed one of them 


DEMOS 


MPH - Disk DEM110 

Quite an early demo from the musically gifted 
Tufty. Screen shows an astronaut floating about 
in a zero gravity sort of way. Sample is (surprise 
surprise) Equinox by that Jean Michel Jarre 
chappy. Clear sample quite long, but quite bor- 
ing. Bung the CD on instead. 

STF Rating - 65% 


Goodman’s International PDL - 
Disk GD765 
The STOS basic interpreter has proved to be 
extraordinarily popular with ST users, and this 


demo shows you what can be achieved with the 
package. There are ten sub-demos in here. Best 
of the crop is the Star Trek demo, while some 
of the others are very slow — so much so that 
you can count the animation frames. 

STF Rating - 57% 


Paradise Computers - Disk DEM 57D 
When a demo comes on three disks, it’s usually 
a good sign. This one’s the third in a series of 
Batman demos and darned good it is too. Sam- 
pled music and frames from the film animated 
together. It may not be movie quality, but it’s 
certainly eye-catching. Some of the digitised pic- 
cies are a bit dodgy, but when a few frames are 
run together they look pretty doody. 

STF Rating - 82% 


& “Batman to Batcave. The Hungarian 
Baterole should just abat be ready by 
now. Turn the batgas down to five and 
take it out bat 6:30. Oh, yes, and Robin, 
did you remember to get some batbog 
roll? We’re nearly batout...” 


MPH - Disk DEM 255 

Salon de la micro, | mean what's that, a bloomin’ 
barber shop for shaggy STs, do me a favour. 
Anyway, whatever it is, the Overlanders knocked 
this up in honour of it. Doody samples and 
mildly amusing graphics. Nothing special, but 
then very few demos are, really. If | see another 
whizzy around the screen scroll text message 
I'm going to commit microcide. Here starteth 
the campaign for interesting demos. You have 
been warned! 

STF Rating - 75% 


C Hack’s PD - Disk 068/D 
Another early Tufty demo. Really very boring, 
this one. An Imperial Storm Trooper from Star 
Wars does a tiny bit of head aerobics to a 
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sample. As usual, the sample is long, clear and 
after a minute, boring. Graphics are duff too. 
Thank the Lord he’s moved on to bigger and 
better things with French Kiss. 

STF Rating - 62% 


@ The Overlanders do it in style in the 
Salon de la micro demo. A nice long, clear 
edit and some nice simple graphics. The 
sort of demo you can sit and listen to 


MPH - Disk G35 
Aggression are a demo group from Finland who 
get a big thumbs up from this PD column. Why, | 
hear you ask? Simple: there’s no whizzy balls or 
mindless scroll text messages in this one. Uni- 
versal Pictures is a conversion of an Com- 
modore Amiga games machine demo. Doody 
solid 3D graphics, a drop of humour and no 
bland, boring and thoroughly stupid greetings. 
STF Rating - 87% 


HUMANG LD 


(NE YT 


I say, it’s the Death Star aerobics show. 


PD reviews 


TEN OVERUSED DEMO THEMES (YAWN YAWN) 


. Balls. 1 don’t care if they are bitmapped 3D. They're booooring 
. 45 minute scroll text messages about what time of night it is, why you haven’t got a girl- 
friend, the fact that your ST blew up last week and how many zits you found on your face 


this morning 


. Greetings message sections which have more names in them than the Birmingham yellow 


. Si 


(Pulls hair out by roots) 
. Outrun, Xenon or Speedball music. lf a demo starts with that music | feel like taking a 


blowtorch to the disk 


pages and Ezra Pound’s collected Cantos combined 
Pave wobbly demo group icons. What's the point of a nice icon if you can’t read it? 


. Chequerboard backgrounds which scroll around the screen. Come on, they’ve been doing 


that since the days of the Acorn Atom! 


- Bitplane psychedelic light shows. Its been done a zillion times before. They make me reach 
for the off button with a swiftness that would surprise a leopard on steroids 

. Really hissy samples which have you trying to guess which song the “music” has been 
robbed from. If you can’t get a decent sample, don’t bother 

. Oh yeah, and really bad sample edits which loop right in the middle of a word or beat. 


Samplus Interruptus, if you will 


10. Stupid, banal, racist, sexist and downright unamusing jokes which just make you realise 


how mindless the programmers are 


C Hack’s PD - Disk 054/D 

Yep, you heard right, another Robocop demo. 
This one’s from the sequel, the brilliantly named 
Robocop 2. Considering it’s not out on video 
for a good few months yet, these chappies 
have obviously got their hands on a pirated 
copy of the film. Bloody awful demo anyway. 
One looped sample and a couple of still frames 
from the film. Burn it. 

STF Rating - 40% 


ART & MUSIC 


Public Domain 

Can't attribute this one to any particular library 
as it came straight from the author Wizpop. Not 
much to it, really, a ZZ slideshow of Garfield 
piccies. However, the drawings are of a pretty 
high quality and you could tailor them to look 
the way you want, with your own text on them. 

STF Rating - 70% 


One of Tufty’s earlier demos has a nice 
sample but very duff graphics. Does any- 
one want to team up with this man? 


@ | reckon that Robocop ought to go round 
this geezer’s house and ask him how he 
got hold of all these stills from Robocop 2 


@ The cat with the fat and the grin is 
back. Garfield’s got even more words of 
wisdom than Steve Carey on deadline day 
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SEND SAE FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE 


MT SOFTWARE gay ye 


PUBLIC DOMAIN, 


LICENCEWARE, 


SHAREWARE FOR 


ATARI S 


G106 -Die Alien Blob - Shoot 
Out (game of the month) 

G044 -Flight Simulator 

G101 -League Soccer (DS) 

G102 - ST-umped - Cricket 

G049 -Tennis Simulation 

G086 -1st Serve Tennis 

G103 -Top of the Pops 

G104 -Bermuda Race 2 

G105 - Joke Selection 

G100 -Slalom, Galactic Ranger, 
Widow maker 

G114 -Skidpan - Racing 

G116 -Chunnel - French Tutor 
Game 

G072 -Bumper Jack 

G056 -Empire Builder, 
Jumpster, Lost Treasure 

G045 -England Team Manager 

G019 -ST-Vegas 

G011 -Give Us a Break 

G039 -Heads and Hammers 

G043 -Treasure Search 

G079 -Monkeys + Balloons, 
Spectral Sorcery, 
Racing. 

G070 -Space Baller, System 5 

G061 -Stocks and Bonds 

GO071 -Rush 

G081 -Money Run, Atari Wars, 
Wall War, Twisty 

G040 -Bunny Hunt (not STE) 

G018 -Floyd the Droid 

G001 -Pacman, Laserchess, 
Windball, Royale 

G002 -Strip Breakout 

G00 -Lunar Lander, Spacewar 

G031 -Megaroids, Star Battle, 
Time Bandit 

G017 -Cribbage, Minigolf, 
Pickpocket, Quiz 

G077 -Motorbike, Blackjack, 
Patience 

G003 -Azarian, Bridge, Baller 

G007 -Cubemaze 

G027 -Backgammon, Yahtzee, 
Stone Age Deluxe 

G033 -Cube World 

G042 -Rebus, Blockade 

GO50 -Cheats Disk 

G058 -Dungeon Master Levels 

G059 -Horoscope 

G068 -Ayatolla 

G069 -Upstart 

G082 -Yahtzy 

G083 -Companion 

G010 -ST Invaders, Barnyard, 
Happy 4, Star Trek 

GO074 -Tunnel Vision, Patience 

G109 -Fruit Machine Simulator 

G110 -Company (not STE) 

G111 -Masterbreak, 
Battleships, Escape 

G112 -Slider 

G099 -Addiction 


G087 -Tark 

G085 -Snatch + Crunch 

G084 -Elven Crystals 

G095 -AGT Companion Disk 

G096 -Dudleys Dilemma 

GO78 -Time Adventure 

G054 -Tombs of Death 

G055 -HERO- Dungeons and 
Dragons 

G057 -DDST-Dungeons and 
Dragons (SH) 

G052 -Invasion 

G053 -Assassin 

G075 -Nethack (DS) (1 meg) 

G038 -Wizards Tower 

G040 -Asylum 

G037 -Under Berkwood 

G015 -King Text Adventure 

G006 -Darkness is Forever 

G012 -Colossal Cave 
Adventure 


STE 


G069 -Napoleon 

G097 -Hi Tec Trivia, 
Chordmaster (not STE) 

G014 -Anduril, Runners 
Revenge 

G021 -Pacman, Puzzle 

G029 -Space Invaders, Chess, 
Arkanoid 

G062 -Arkanoid Construction 


it 
G063 -Around the World in 80 
Days 
G064 -El Bozo, Sherlock, 
Squixx, Happy 4 
G067 -Pentimo 
G076 -Shanghai 


G09 -Spelling Made Easy 

G016 -Maths Made Easy 

G080 -Speller (not STE) 

G022 -Kidpotato, Kids ABC, 
Kidsketch, Kidstory 

G023 -Kidsong, Numeric Go 
Round, Kidpublisher, No 
Maze 

G041 -Kidmusic, Kidpiano, 
Kidgraph, Kidgridz 

G036 -History File (3 disks) 

G094 -Colouring Book 

G098 -Shipwrecked - Maths, 
Hangman 


EDUCATION PACK 1 
5 DISKS ONLY £10.99 
Lots of educational programs 
for the younger STer. Includes 
Kidpotato, KidsABC, 
Kidsketch, Kidstory, Kidsong, 
Numeric Go Round, 
Kidpublisher, Number Maze, 
Kidmusic, Kidpiano, Kidgraph, 
Kidgrid 2, Colouring Book, 
Shipwrecked, Hangman 


EDUCATION PACK 2 
10 DISKS ONLY £19.99 


%* NOW STE COMPATIBLE * 
A bumper education pack 
that includes G9, G16, G22, 
G23, G41, G36, G94, G98 


MUSIC + MIDI 


M007 -16 voice sequencer by 
Henry Cosh 

M013 -Yamaha PSS Voice Editor 

M009 -TX812 Voice Editor 

M010 -FBO1 Voice Editor 

M008 -MT32 Editor (Demo) 

M003 -Casio CZ Ed/librarian 

M005 -CZ Voices + Librarian 

M029 -Kawai K1 Ed/Librarin 

M07 -Music Studio Player 

M098 -50 New Quartet Sounds 

M014 -Midi Channel Scope 
(mono) 

M017 -DSO Librarian 

M015 -Synth 50 

M016 -Composer 

M018 -Sampled Sounds + 
Player 

M021 - Music Writer (mono) 

M022 -Piano 

M023 -Stacatto 


Greensward House, The Broadway, Totland, |.0.W PO39 OBX 


FOR EVERY 3 DISKS YOU BUY, YOU MAY CHOOSE 
ANOTHER DISK ABSOLUTELY FREE 


U009 -1st Base- Database 

U012 -DB Master - Database 

U013 -Datahandler - Database 

U036 -Card ST-Database 

U039 -WG Data - Database 

U072 -TCOS-Graphical Database 

WP01 -ST Writer Elite 

WPO2 -Mailmerge, Spellchecker, 

Word Counter 

U017 -Home Accounts 

BO31 -Electronic Bank 
Statement 

U030 -ST Sheet- Spreadsheet 

U078 -Sheet V2-Spreadsheet 


(DS) 
U034 sone Sentry Accounts 


U041 -Typing Tutor 

U082 -Typing Tutor 

U040 -Inventory Pro 

U042 -Opus 2000 - 
Spreadsheet (DS) (SH) 

U056-Word 400 

U070-Address Book 

U090-FiloFact (SH) 

U089-Zapcard, Typist, Banker 


EASY TEXT PLUS 
A fully featured desktop 
publishing package that 
produces stunning results on 9 
pin, 24 pin and laser printers. 


ONLY £19.99 


RING FOR DETAILS 


U19 -MONO EMULATOR. Run 
mono programs on 
colour TV/monitor. 

U79 -COLOUR EMULATOR. Run 
Colour programs on 
mono monitor 


ART + GRAPHICS 


A001 -Pallette Master 

A002 -Artist (mono) 

A003 -Master Painter 

A005 -Public Painter 

A009 -Vangogh, Studio 2 

A010 -Pubishing Partner Fonts 

A012 -Pearle-3D Raytracing 

A013 -Printmaster Library Disk 

A019 -Easytext + Demo 

A020 -Fractal Zoom 

A021 -Simple Draw 

A022 -Electrical Planning (mono) 

A023 -Movie Constructor/Face 
animator (mono) 

A024 -ANI-ST 

A026 -Doodle 

A029 -Flexidump Demo 

A031 -ST CAD 

A032 -Hyper-Text 

A033 -Canvas, GFA Raytrace - 
useable demos 

A034 -Animate 

A036 -Picture Converters 

A037 -Calamus fonts 

WPO07 -Script Fonts 

A008 -Degas Accessories 


Disk Copiers/ Formatters, 
Virus Detectors/Killers, 
Desk Accessories 
Superboot Utilities 
AND MUCH MUCH MORE 


HEYKIDS & KIDZONE 


2 great new educational packages written by Paul 
Smart. Designed for 3-7 year olds. They teach 
* Basic colour identification * Basic shape 

identification * Letters on the keyboard 


We have many disks of clip art 
for use with all DTP packages 


CLIP ART PACK 
6 DISKS FOR ONLY £16.99 
5 Double Sided Disks full of 
Clip Art + 1 disk full of format 
converters. Ideal for 
ALL DTP packages. 

@ Animals @ Office @ Sport @ 
Flags @ Maps @ Fonts @ Food 
@ Christmas @ Trademarks 
@ and lots lots more 


PROGRAMMING 


P034 -STOS Tutorial 

PO30 -STOS Example Programs 

P022 -STOS STE Upgrade 

P008 -C Tutorial (3 disks) 

P017 -C Programs 

P019 -Sozobon C 

P020 -C Compiler 

P015 -68000 Assembler 

P012 -Disassembler, Tiny Basic, 
C Compiler 

POOO -TOS 2 - Old Op. System 

P001 -ST Basic Programs 

PO11 -ST Basic 

POO3 -GFA Basic Programs 

PO28 -Fast Basic Programs 

P014 -Gem Information 

P025 -Pascal Programs 

P026 -Pascal Information 

PO05 -Adventure Writing 
System 

PO31 -Smaill Talk 

P032 -ST Icon V6.3 

P0297 -Modulo 2 (2 disks) 

P004 -Forth 83 

POO7 -Forth 

U033 -Football Pools Prediction 


¢ PROGRAMMERS PACK 
6 DISKS ONLY £16.99 
Complete package for 
anybody learning C. 
Comprises Sozobon C (fully 
configured and ready to use) 
+ 4 disk tutorial. Ideal if you 
are following the series 
in ST Format 


SPECIAL INTERESTS 


U074 -Speech Synthesis 
(not STE) 
U068 -Geneology (shareware) 
U083 -Neugen-Geneolosy 
(shareware) 
U075 -Film file- lots of info 
U065 -Planets - guided tour 
U045 -Planetarium 
U084 -Amateur Astronomers 
Guide to the Night Sky 
U053 -Orbit-Satellite Tracking 
U060 -Welcome to Chemistry (Not STE) 
U064 -Chemistry (Not STE) 
U081 -Patcard-Knitting Patterns (Not STE) 
U054 -Assistant Chef 
U043 -Starnet, Mini BBS 
U048 -Citadel BBS (DS) 
C008 -Vanterm - 
Communications 
C003 -PackeU/RTTY System 
C004 -Morse Tutor 
C011 -PK232 Fax 


STE DEMONSTRATIONS 


DO74 - STE Atari France 
D069 -STE - Sound Off 
D065 -Movie STE 

D066 -Boing STE (1 meg) 
Do67 -Fantasia (1 meg) 
D068 -3D Scroller (1 meg) 
D084 -ACID (1 meg) 


PRODUCT DEMOS 


DO41 -Flair Paint 

D036 -Calamus (DS) (1 meg) 
D015 -Autoroute 

DO77 -Personal Finance Manager 
D012 -Superbase Personal 

D058 -Funschool 2 (2 DISKS) 
D012 -STOS Demo 

D024 -K Spread 2 

D030 -Space Ace 


GENERAL DEMOS 


DB20 -Mindbomb 
DO56 -Predator 

D054 -Robocop (2 disks £5)(1meg) 
D038 -Union Demo 
DO71 -Sewer Demo 
DO75 -Elvira Demo 
DO73 -Star Wars 

D057 -Snowman Demo 
DO52 -Hard Driving 
D016 -Spitting Image 

+ MUCH MUCH MORE 


B1 - Damanoid 
-Football 88 
3 -Blitz Ill 
-Othello 
-Pro-Darts 
-Dr Boris 
-Ballzone 
-Speculator 
-Tycoon 
B10 -Moneyspinner 
B11 -Maelstrom 
B12 -Ace Invaders 
B13 -Zenith 
B14 -Goldrush 
B15 -Perils of Penfold 
B16 -Word Puzzle Generator 
B17 -Make A Break 
B18 -Parabellum 
B19 -Tri-Heli + Cosmoss 
B20 -Operation Angelica 
B21 -Impulse 
B22 -Bandit 
B23 -Space Blob 
B24 -Slippery Sid 
B25 -Scary 
B26 -Subhunt + Sea Fisherman 
B27 -Death Camp 
B28 -Psycotic 
B29 -Carrier Attack 
B30 -Quest for Galaxia 
B32 - Runaway 
B33 -Sprite Master 
B34 -Safe as Houses (Monopoly) 
B35 -Crystal Caverns 
B36 -Dogfight, Lightcircles 
B37 -Mr Dig, Tank Battle 
B38 -Inferno 
B39 -Onyx 
B40 -Crosswords 
B41 -Exodus 
B42 -Dizzy Lizzy 
B43 -Bounty Hunter 
B44 -Exterminate 
ORDER OUR FREE CATALOGUE 
FOR FULL DETAILS 


MT SOFTWARE 7 0983-756056 


The above illustrates a small selection from our catalogue. 
Many of the disks are also available as double sided 
compilations - please see our catalogue or ring for details. 

‘ODES ARE AS FOLLOWS:- 


SH -Shareware 


DS - Double Sided Disk 
D014 -EZ-Track demo 1 


D018 -Steinberg Pro 24 demo 
(mono) 

D029 -Quartet + Replay Prof 
Demo 

D062 -Mastersound Demo 


MEG -1 meg of memory required 
MONO -High resolution NOT STE-Not STE compatible 
SINGLE SIDED DISKS £3.00 
DOUBLE SIDED COMPILATIONS £3.50 
PLUS ONE FREE WITH EVERY THREE 
(Immediate despatch by 1st Class Post included) 
Overseas - Europe - add 10%, Rest of world add 20% 
Help and Advice always available. Mail Order Only. 


* Telling the time 
* Grid reference work * Counting * Spelling 
EDUCATION AND FUN ROLLED INTO ONE 
FULL DETAILS IN OUR CATALOGUE 


G004 -Doppyworld, Coxleys 
House, Dark Pearl 
G034 -HACK - the original 


version 
G035 -Eamon - Fantasy Role 


ae BUY A BOOK AND CLAIM A FREE DISK 


EN SS = 0983 - 75580 


9am - 6pm Mon - Sat 
isa, | = | Outside office hours ring 0983 756056 


MT SOFTWARE 


ee HOUSE 


E BROADWAY 
TOTLAND, 1.0.W. 
PO39 OBX 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, PACKING & VAT 


TO LAUNCH OUR NEW 
DISKLINE SERVICE WE SHALL 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
OFFER BLANK DISKS AND 
STORAGE BOXES AT 
AMAZING PRICES 


@ Labels 


10 disks : oA +50 Caps box. SR eee hae ra! £19.99 
Ba Risa sus OSORNO OTS Slih 0 Cae RE Ts Ee 9 e ee 
10 disks + 50 capacity lockable storage box.......... £14-99 a, SAVE e737 Only.£21.00 
i i rage box........£13-99 
; : ae + 100 capacity lockable storag 12-99 ——__—— 
ISIS ee see socket os rE nc EN a ct £4 


25 disks + 50 capacity lockable storage box......... F19-99.... 


25 disks + 100 capacity lockable storage box 


Ai «7 € oeee 
ISKSGr. ccc see sak cccstercce eee aecsua ss ener OREM oaone tees 


oh, 


50 disks + 50 capacity lockable storage DOX.......6+ £34-99.... 200 disk eee Wek eee 

50 disks + 100 capacity lockable storage box....... £33-99.... 1000 alskileGel 

MOO CUSKS iiuysss. codecs see deene sear te sme yleeiaicke:. cate meet 99.. STORAGE BOXES 

100 disks + 100 capacity lockable storage box......£54-99.... epee lel es er Fes 


USE YOUR VOICE 


as GUNFIGHTER 
Si CASH PRIZES 


0898 31 3597 


Quality Public Domain for the ST 


Demo's Utilities 
Games Educational 
Art Clip Art 
Music Programming 
Word Pro Slide Shows 
STE. Demo's Disk Mags 


NEW Commissionware label 
Plus over 80 Budgie U.K. games etc. 


For free catalogue on disk send a S.A.E. and blank 
disk or £1.00 cheque/PO to: TRuST P.D., 18 The Park, 


@ Highest quality disks 

@ Lowest possible prices 

@ Double sided/double density 
@ Protective wallets 


@ 100% error free 


TO OUTDRAW THE 


INFODIAL POBox 36 LS] 4TN Call charges 33p Per Min Cheap 44p Per Min All Other Times 


Southowram, Halifax, HX3 9QY. Tel: 0422 341606. 


ONLY £4.99 


* SPECIAL OFFER * 


STRGUSHCOVERectirrsceistitatencctiim sey £4.99 
Mouse mat 
25 blank disks 


SOidiskilabelsis..:teseversersscvettesonnet 
100 disk labels... 
1000 disk labels 


TRACTOR LABELS 


NOOcapHIOGKable ivn...cccres verrsears 


First Basic, First Basic, Hyper Paint 
Neochrome, STOS; | Il, Music Maker, STOS, | STBase, ST Calc, ST Graph, 


ST Tour, 4 Games 8 Games, Joystick ST Word, STAC, Prince 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. ABOVE PRICES ONLY WHEN PURCHASED 
TOGETHER WITH ANY MONITOR AND PRINTER. ADD 5% ONLY WHEN 
YOU PURCHASE WITH PRINTER OR MONITOR. ON ITS OWN ADD 10% 


MONITORS DRIVES UPGRADES (Solderless) 
Philips 8833 STFM 0.5Mb £79.99 
3.5 NEC/Sony-Int..£59.99 | STFM 2Mb.. 
5.25” Cumana STE 0.5Mb 


MISCELLANEOUS All GST, Timeworks 
Antic Software 30% OFF 
First World Plus ...£57.50 
-£219.99 | Megaboard Joystick£19.99 | Data Manag Prof...£29.00 


First Basic, Hyper Paint 


PRINTERS/Cable 
Citizen 120D+ .....£144.99 


£159.99 | PSU For Atari.......... 49.99 
Panasonic 1180 ..£179.99 | Naksha Mouse 


Star LC200Col.... 
Panasonic 1124 ..£259.99 | 20 Disks 3.5 DSDD .£9.99 Cyber Studio 


STARTER PACK 


PRINTER PACK 
Mouse Mat, Dust Cover, 


Spare Black Ribbon, Dust Cover, 
Megablaster Joystick, 10 Disks | 200 Sheets of Comp. Paper, 100 
in library case £15 (with ST) Labels £10 (with Printer) 


WEST LONDON SHOWROOM 


Ealing Computer Centre 
19 Queens Parade, Ealing, London W5 3HU 
Tel: 081-991 0928. All prices include VAT. 
Courier delivery of set £10. All offers subject to availability. 
E&OE. VISA/ACCESS. Corner of Hanger Lane (North Circular) 
and Queens Drive. Nearest tube North Ealing. Easy parking. 
You must quote this ad at time of order for these low prices! 
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Feeo Your ST! . 


‘35 MEMORY UPGRADES 


512K TO 1024K STFM UPGRADE(INC. FITTING) .......ccsceeseeseeeeeeereees 


Educational Software : 
Nought to Nine NEW 


At last, HAT's long awaited maths tutor, 
designed to introduce the numbers nought to dia eeibihatelel ST 
nine, in a simple, and friendly manner. Seven FES rece ea Sr ae eee 

different colourful formats, and the facility to Each kit comes c/w illustrated instructions + FREE multi-tasking software 
design your own graphic icons. Another quality Trade enquiries/enquiries for Mac/PC/Sun/Arc upgrades welcome 
package from the number one edsoft house. 


HOW TO Sls Ella! 
Available Now! 
ONLY 14.95 + P&P 


Learning to Type 


35 HARTLAND WAY, SHIRLEY, CROYDON, CRO 8RJ 
Friendly, easy to use typing tutor. Even enter 


10's pore despatched within 2 days of receipt. 
your own typing course. Action typing game & 
typing course on disk - ONLY 14.95 + P&P 


Jigspell 


Spelling support package, 300 words on disk, 
and editor to add your own - ONLY 14.95 + P&P 


Send SAE for full catalogue 
HAT Software 


024k STE UPGRADE. aoe E 


Prices exclude VAT. 
Add £1.30 P&P to orders 
under £5. 


Please call before 
sending your computers 


COMPUTERWISE | 


BRIGHTON 
PHONE: (0273) 674626 


ATARI ST SPECIALISTS 


We have 100's of software titles many are now 
discounted, books and peripherals in stock at all 
times. Up to £1,000 instant credit with Lombard 

Tricity. Finance subject to acceptance. 
Full written details upon request 


fe soariacal 
Wiss. Open 10 am to 5.30pm Monday to saturday 
44 George Street, Kemptown, Brighton 


Opposite the American Express building. ai 


3 Alton Terrace, Belle Vue, Shrewsbury, SY3 7IW 
Tel: 0743 249526 Fax: 0743 271507 


|Top Of The Class) | x yatr we n= 
e only teacher 
B.Ware ei KD which a oae 
acluical ona 


B.Spell £14.95 Age 5-8 ‘First Class" -Atari User. 


Whatever your age, whatever your subject 


"Education Value / Sound Samples 9/10" - Monitor Magazine. - let your computer help you learn. 
B.Spell Construction Set only £5.00 extra! Subjects include ... 
Maths £14.95 Age 5-8 French, German, Spanish, Italian, English 
"Easily The Best Of The Bunch" - ST Format. History, Geography, Science, General Knowledge, 
Master Time £17.95 - Age 3-11 Football, First Aid, Sport, England, Scotland, 
Possibly The Most Impressive B.Ware Program Yet! Natural History, Junior Spelling and Arithmetic 
Reviewed in ° &\ 
ST Format (August ’90) 87% me B 
Play Spell £14.95 Age 7+ a : 
"T Cannot Recommend Play Spell Enough" - GFA User. Kosmos are specialist producers of Educational 
Play Spell+ £19.95 Age T+ Software designed to help you enjoy learning from your | 
As above, with Animals + Birds Data Discs. computer. Our programs even allow you to add your 
own lesson material. 
omling R 
qn ComPencling,, OT Ro 83 ease. Write or telephone for a FREE 20-page BROCHURE 
a f our Educational & Leisure software 
Billy Bounce Play Maths 7+ £ ??? 7 
Jump Tack eae ae Please state your computer type 
Pensui Kosmos Software Ltd, FREEPOST (no stamp needed) 


n 
"Seepeebly Illustrated", Cheques Payable to B.Bytes DUNSTABLE, Beds. LUS 6BR 
"Amusing and Frustrating", 


Computer Systems, 19 
"Deserves To Become A 


Southfield Road, Hinckley, Ws 4 ERI 
Classic" - ST User. £14.95 Leics, LE10 1UA. - Ai i H sii VISA 
(Wel (0455) 613377 9-5:30 Mon-Sat. Access/Visa/Am Ex. _) z Rea 
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EDUCATION software 


the prof is back! 


Do the professor’s second and third helpings measure up to the first? 
David Jones dons his cap and tie and tries to make some sentences 


Ts sees 


Each of the Prof’s games has excellent reward screens which 
help encourage learning - kids find the whizzing cars a treat 


Prof Looks at Words, 
Prof Makes Sentences 
SKILLS: READING 

AGE RANGE: 4-6 YEARS 
MACHINE: ALL STs 

PRICE: £24.99 EACH 

FROM: PRISMA SOFTWARE 
CONTACT: (0244) 326244 


Prisma released Prof Plays a New 
Game last Spring (see STF 12) and 
are now releasing parts two and 
three. Part two, Prof Looks at 
Words, uses the same platform- 
game format employed in part 
one. You direct the Prof around 
using the arrow keys, searching 
for letters to complete words. 
There are five games here: finding 
beginning letters, ending letters, 
missing vowels, double letters 
and combinations of vowels. The 


words used are those introduced 
in part one and in the five books in 
that package. Prisma suggest this 
package can be used on its own 
but this is not recommended. 
“Finish a Sentence” and “Make 
a Sentence” make up part three, 
Prof Makes Sentences. The 
phases of the games correspond 
to the books in part one. You can 
play either “easy” or “hard” for 
each phase. Again you direct the 
Prof using the arrow keys to pick 
up answers but eventually you can 
enter answers using the keyboard. 
In “Finish a Sentence,” your 
ST begins by highlighting one word 
in a short sentence shown on the 
blackboard. You select that word 
from a group of three at the bot- 
tom of the screen. This is repeated 
for other sentences, each with 
different words highlighted. >> 


@ The adding screen of Hooray for Henrietta - can you save 


Henry from the cold and hideous custard that awaits him? 


Hooray for Henrietta 
SKILLS: NUMERACY 

AGE RANGE: 5- 12 YEARS 
MACHINE: AL! STs 
PRICE: £2499 

FROM: SCETLANDER 
SOFTWARE 

CONTACT: (041) 357 1659 


Scetlander’s first ST title Hooray 
for Henrietta is a competent 
Maths package comprising a 
disk, a comprehensive 16-page 
manual, and a button badge. 
Henrietta is about to marry Hope- 
less Henry until a mischievous 
bird, John the Parrot, steals 
Henry and his clothing. 

When you load the program, 
you select the level of difficulty 
from one to eight. Henrietta’s 
attempts to rescue Henry and his 


clothes occur over four screens. 
The first deals with addition, the 
problems appearing at the bot- 
tom of the screen. Henrietta 
climbs a house to reclaim her 
incompetent fiancé and for every 
correct answer she gets a step 
closer to him. When reunited, 
they jig around comically in a 
cross between break-dancing and 
the Highland fling! 

The remaining three screens 
follow the same format. The sec- 
ond deals with subtraction (at a 
boat race), the third with multipli- 
cation (hurdles) and the fourth 
with division (at a building site). If 
successful, the couple are per- 
manently united. A bowl of cus- 
tard covers Henry if he fails. 

‘Hooray for Henrietta has an 
excellent parent/teacher facility 
which sets it aside from 


Mf Sentences: easy or hard? In Prof Makes Sentences, you are 
given the option for each phase of the Prof’s educational game 
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@ Each stage finishes with a rather odd little dance. Here, in 
the subtraction boat race, Henrietta has reached Henry first 


ST FORMAT 129 


EDUCATION software 


ye» The sequence is f 
again repeated but f 
words previously high- |. 
lighted are missing. As |) 
the game progresses, |) 
the numbers of words in 
each sentence increase. 
In “Make a Sentence” the | 
format is the same 
except that you make 
sentences by unjumbling 
sequences of words. 
There are animated 
scenes which reward 
players for completing 
certain problems. One of 
these, for example, 
shows whizzing cars. 
Prof Looks at Words 
and Prof Makes Sen- 
tences have 17 and 20 
levels of play respec- 
tively. Both of these 
long-awaited packages 
help children progress 


@ The bright, bold playing screen for 
Prof Makes Sentences. Select the right 
word to continue with the game 


= the competition. It 


can be tailored to the § 
needs of any primary § 
school child and pro- | 


vides a comprehensive 


results section. You can § 
save or print this for a | 
permanent record of a § 


child’s progress. 


This is a competent E 


program but the sprites 
and graphics are small 
and this is a distraction. 
Kids are likely to tire of 
the four screens fairly 
quickly even though the 


@ John the Parrot looks on as Henry is 
covered in custard. Just as well they 
don’t use this deterrent at school! 


program covers a wide jaar 


age range. Finally, the 
documentation is mis- 
leading, 
the National Curriculum 
attainment levels one to 
five are covered by the 
software when this is 
only partly the case. 


implying that § 


stats on kids’ work, which comes in 
useful for both teachers and parents 


@ Prof looks at words on a familiar playing 
screen. Guide him around the platforms to 
collect the letters for new words 


from the basic _ skills 
covered by Prof Plays a 


Despite these grum- 
bles, Hooray for Henri- 


New Game. Prisma etta is recommended as Mci;7:\ 07 | Cet 

claim their Play and Melita lle a program which in a —ye\ty*}») 

Read series will, eventu- Rye) t]*}») limited way helps to Y7¥Rt =a -e)-4 tte). | 4 
ally, form a “complete MAY/NMU =a te) M le) l= g encourage basic numer- —ye Saas tEI Es 
reading tutor’ - and GARY era -] Bl his:) cys acy and provides par- EDUCATIONAL VALUE 
there’s no reason to EDUCATIONAL VALUE ents and teachers with L VAL 
doubt their statement. a record of children's @o)'/3-7.\ a 

This package is recom- e)\'/3;7.\ 8 & progress. stf 

mended. stf as 


If you’re serious about 
Home Educational Software — 


Davidson makes the difference 


DUST 
COVERS 


Tailored in soft grey nylon fabric that has been treated with an 
anti-static inhibitor. Attractively finished with royal blue piping. 
Can be washed and ironed without fading or cracking. 
BBD Professional Dust Covers are not expensive 
and all our prices include VAT and P&P. 


ATARI 520 & 1040 COVER SETS 


Comprising covers for the keyboard, the monitor and the mouse. 
Colour Sets £10.50 Mono Sets £10.00 


eDUST. 
COVERS 


eDUST. 
COVERS 


With basic Maths skills said to be in 

decline, responsible ST users can now 

supplement their families’ education 

effectively with new and different 

premio quality software from 
avidson. 


MATH BLASTER 
PLUS! 


Not to be confused with cheaper learning 
rograms, Davidson's ‘MATH BLASTER 
LUS!’ is designed by teachers, yet 

superbly presented for maximum user 

appeal with the aid of high resolution 
graphics, animation and sound. 


I COVERS 


1029 Printer... 
SF 354 Disc Dri 


For users with suitable emulators 12 more 
supe Davidson programs available for 
IBM PC and compatibles and other formats 


covering algebra, spelling, grammar, 


SF 814 Disc Drive.. f 
. : vocabulary, French, Spanish, and study 
erm any pe organisation. Hotline telephone back-up 
XC 12 Data Recorder 63.50 service for all registered users. @ Ages 6 to 12. 
ee : See lation: 
Send your order (no stamp necessary) with subtraction, 


cheque for £39.95 to ABLAC or telephone 


multiplication, division, 
0626 332233 now with your VISA or 


In addition to the above, BBD offer a wide range of other fractions, decimals and 


covers. These include printers from only £5.50. ACCESS Credit Card details. FREE colour percentages. 
All our covers are unconditionally Guaranteed brochure also available on request. 30 day @ 5 game-style learning 
money back guarantee if not completely activities, 
pe satisfied. @ Editing facility to 


BBD:DUST COVERS = 


customise programs. 
@ Printed ‘Certificates of 


The Standish Centre, Cross Street, cs ReaSeRRee 
Standish, Wigan WN6 0HQ Davidson. [ty/ @ Score keeping and other 


Telephone: 0257 425839 (Ext. 35) Fax: 0257 423909 
_ DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


MAKING GOOD EDUCATION ENTERTAINING 
ABLAC Computec Ltd, Dept. STF2 FREEPOST, Newton Abbot, Devon. TQ12 1BR. 
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OFTWARE CITY 


Unit 4, B.D.C, 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton WV2 4AN Tel: 0902 25304 
Call us on: 24 Hour Credit Card Hotline 0902 25304 | 


Leisuresuit Larry .. i) 
Stee £16.99 — Leisuresuit Larry Look For Love . 
Atomic Robokid.. NEW £16.99 — Leisuresuit Larry 3 
B.S.S. Jane Seymou £16.99 Loom... 
Back to the Future 2 £16.99 The Lost f 
Pevssieseas eek £4.99 Lotus Esprit Turbo A x 
Balance of Power 1990.. £16.99 M1 Tank Platoon. yi HOLLYWOOD COLLECTION 


Battle Chess...... £16.99 Magic Fly......... ; Robocop, Ghostbusters 2, Batman The EDITION ONE 
Battlemaster. £19.99 Manchester United. Movie & Indiana Jones Last Crusade 


Blasteroids... £6.99 Mean Streets ...... “ £19.99 Double Dragon, Xenon, Gemini 


Blinkys Scary School .. £6.99 Midnight Resistance ! Wing and Silkworm 


Blitzkrieg May 1940 £16.99 MidWinter vcccoe ‘£19. 
ie £16.99 Mike Reid's Pop Quiz. "£6 POWER PACK £16.99 


£9.99 Monty Python.. Xenon 2, T.V. Sports American Football, 
£6.99 MrDo Run Run. Bloodwych rom pact RAC Rally. MAGNUM FOUR 
Afterburner, Double Dragon, 


SOCCER MANIA 
Football Manager 2, Microprose Soccer, 
£26.99 Football Manager World Cup Edition & 
Gazza's Super Soccer 

£1609 


TRIAD VOL 1 


Starglider, Barbarian (Psygnosis), 
Defender of the Crown 
£9.99 


Bombjack.... 
Boulderdash 
Buggy Boy 


NEW £16.99 
“NEW £16.99 


£4.99 Multi Player Soccer Manager. 
£6.99 Murder 


Cadaver ...£16.99 Never Mind SPECIAL OFFER £6.99 WHEELS OF FIRE Operation Wolf & Batman the 
Captive..... sNEW £16.99 New Zealand Story ......ssssecscsssseeeseccsssseeesesnn £13.99 Hard oaths HQ, Caped Crusader 

Castle Master ETOLQOEANI Gel MANSEl| sasassaceishcesesicccvseassecysecsesevsceseees £7.99 Turbo Outruni Se Powerdaift £19.99 

Centrefold Squares Night Breed-Arcade NEW £16.99 £19.99 


Chaos Editor.... NEW £16.99 
Chaos Strikes Ba 


Chuckie Egg .... 


Night Hunter. 
£16, Ninja Spirit ...... 
£13.99 Operation Neptune 
Combo Racer... £16.99 Operation Stealth... 
Conqueror... £16.99 Operation Thunderbolt 
GhicketiGaptalnradinesmrenssrtarianmnnn £16.99 Oriental Games... 
Curse of Ra ...... £16.99 Outrun..... 
Daily Double Horse Racing £9.99 Paperboy. 
Damocles. £16.99 Pinball Magic 
Days of Thi £16.99  Planetfall ...... 
Degas Elite .. LOL O UPIAYVEN NNOIAG OM a: ecssices<ashtcanvaserocscovectnslersWovvess £13.99 
Deluxe Paint £34.99 Plotting... 
Deluxe Scrabble . £16.99 Populous. 
Deluxe Strip Poker.. £9.99 Populous New Worlds 
Dizzy Dice....... £4.99 Postman Pat..... 

Dragon Flight £19.99 Powerdrome 
Dragons Breath £19.99 Pro Tennis Tour 
Dragon's Lair... £29.99  Projectyle 
Dragons of Flam £16.99 Pub Trivia..... 
Drakkhen...... £19.99 Question of Sport.. 
Drum Studio £4.99 Rainbow Island... 
Dungeon Master + Chaos Strikes Back . £19.99 Red Storm Rising . 
Dungeon Master Editor.. 6.99 Renaissance... 
Dynasty Wars Rick Dangerous 2. 


3.5 40 piece disc box. 
3.5 80 piece disc box. 


3.5 inch Double Sided, Double 
Density with Labels 
1 10 25 
0.69 5.99 13.99 


MINDGAMES 
Waterloo, Austerlitx & Conflict in Europe 
£16.99 


PLATINUM 
Strider, Black Tiger, Forgotten Worlds & 
Ghouls and Ghosts. £19.99 


Mouse Mats 
ST & AG Extension Leads 
Naksha upgrade mouse .. 


HINT BOOKS 


Bards Tale 1 or 2 or 3... 
Champions of Krynn . 
Codename Iceman 
Colonels Bequest . 
Conquest of Camelot .. 
Curse of Azure Bonds . 
Dragons of Flame.. 
Dungeon Master... 
Heroes of the Lance. 
Heroes Quest... 


SEGA MASTER MIX 
Superwonderboy, Dynamite Dux, 
Crackdown, Turbo Outrun & Enduro 

Racer. £19.99 


£16.99 


SPORTING GOLD 


California Games, The Games Winter & 
Summer Edition. £19.99 


T.N.T. 
Hard Drivin’, Toobin, Dragon Spirit, 
Xybots & APB. £19.99 


Alteran Roadblasters ....... ELE ens re 
Eliminator . Rock Star Ate My Hamster. HEROE Indiana Jones the Adventure .. 
Elite... Rorkes Drift... Barbarian 2, Runnin We Star Wars & Kings Quest 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 


Leisuresuit Larry 1 or 2 or 3.. 


Emlyn Hus! Sines SAG. sesaryecbs Licence to Kill. £19.99 , / 
Escape-Planet Robot Monsters . Secret Agent/Sly Spy. Aisne ju peste 2 
F16 Combat Pilot..... Shadow of the Beast.. SLi ec eee 


Pool of Radiance .. 
Secret of the Silver 
Space Quest 1 or 2 or 3 


PREMIER COLLECTION 2 
Mercensry, Eliminator, Backlash & 
ustodian. £9.99 


621.99 Shadow Warriors. 
£16.99 Sherman M4........ 


F-19 Stealth Fighter. 
F29 Retaliator....... 
Falcon Mission Disc 1 or 2. 
FaSuUaMerrnetetactvetysi7, 
Federation of Free Traders . 
Ferrari Formula One. 
Fighting Soccer 
Final Battle ....... 6.99 Snowstrike 
Fire and Forget 2. 6.99 Space Ace.. 
FIRCABII GAG co ecacasccesct ests cuconsarsentesausactecatesie £19.99 Space Harrier 2 
Flimbo's Quest Spy Who Loved Me 
Flip It and Magnose we £16: Starflight 

lOO resscncees. wh 6, i 

Future Basketball . 
Football Director 2... 
Football Manager 2 + 
Formula One Grand Prix. 
Fun School 3 (Under 5).. 


: ORDER FORM AND INFORMATION 

I All orders send FIRST CLASS subject to availability. Just fill in the 
I coupon and send it to:- Software City 
I 
I 
I 


Unit 4, BDC, 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton WV2 4AN. 
ORDER FORM (Block Capitals) 


6.99 TV. Sports Football 


Fun School 3 (5-7). £16.99 Targhan.......... £4.99 
Fun School 3 (7+)... £16.99 Team Yankee. «NEW £19.99 1 
Gary Lineker's Hotshots.. Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles NEW £16.99 WPOSEGCOGGO siocssses-sccessecdescsssec-nsesonezssseces MOMIN Ossi scstti ick ecacn ede 


Thundercats ............ 
Tracksuit Manager... 
i Treasure Island Dizzy . 
£9.99 Treble Champions 


Gauntlet 2......... 
Ghostbusters 2. 
Gold of the Aztecs. 
Gridiron (American Football) 
Guardian Angel . £6.99 Turoo Cup 
Gunship... w£16.99  Turrican. 
Hammerfist SPECIAL OFFER £9.99  Tusker... 
Hard Drivin' + 10 Free discs EN U.N. Squadron 
Harley Davidson.............5 
Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 
Hound of Shadow.. .-SPEC 
kari Warriors........ 
Immortal (1040 only).. 
mperium...... 
mpossamole 


oP aneractenie Value 


£13.99 
OFFER £6.99 


Ultima 5........... 
Ultimate Golf (Greg Norman). 
UWS vecceszesssnstes 
Venus Fly Trap .. 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| 
I 
I 
| 
1 
x 1 
LGOMAVicilante crits ated acinar £9.99 | 
“£16.99 Warhead... : Postage | 
1 
| 
1 
! 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


. SPEC WINGS: OF DORI: ...-scnrsscosessarecsccssneeecoess NEW £16.99 
mpossible Mission 2.. i Wishbringer..... 
nternational Soccer Challenge .. £16.99 World Class Leaderboard .. 
IVANNO?y oo. eeeeeeeeseeee £13.99 World Socce! 
Jack Nicklaus Golf 
James Pond.. 


ick Off 2.. 


POSTAGE RATES - Please add 50p for post and packaging on all orders under £5. EEC countries add £1 per item. 
Non EEC Countries add £2.50 per item 
Paying By Cheque - Cheques payable to Software City 


+£16.99 X-Out... 
‘NEW £16.99 Xenomorph.. say 
..£13.99 Xenon 2.... a ER £9.99 
..-£13.99 Zany Golf. .-SPECIAL OFFER £6.99 
League Challenge. POLEGIAM@FFER BES: Oke ZOmOlCisterecest recente stars ceestisesscteesrstec saree £13.99 
Leather Goddesses of Phobos -NEW PRICE £6.99 
Legend of Lost 


ARR DRTIV PE sci: cssvssssssesussesstse EXPIRY DATE 3. -sciscsenvesstescoscenessiwsess 


EUROPEAN 
IGNATUREG 20. catseneccat eas DATE Sete tescedeck Ap neetS. 


c. 
GREDITV CARD NOS sssesssusssnscssiesusssstsadssateysackseesserastenstcnsesecxsiesesnasssteserquskigunteeees udaanies 
Ss 


‘NEW £16.99 


WE MUST BE MAD 


Due to massive bulk buying and low cost advertising we 
can offer you high quality European manufactured disks 
inc. VAT 


at these extremely low prices. 
3 1 DSDD p Ip labels 
250 +@ 29p ea; 500+@ 28p ea; 1000+@ 27p ea 
ALL DISKS CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 


SONY 2: 1" 3:"DSHD 
DSDD BULK ate 


100 Capacity disk box 


Mouse Pockets 
Printer Stand Amiga D/Cover 
Posso Box Atari D/Cover 


Amiga 512K Ram Expansion with Clock 
Amiga/Atari External Drive 


KRRKKAARERRREAAEARARII IIIA IIAA IRIE IRIARARK r 


on 64.95 


THE PD WORLD UPSIDE DOWN, 


All new ne Trek, brillant with English docs (2 al 
Fractal Flight, brilliant graphics demo (1 meg) 
Jazzbench, great new desktop 
Education of Cool Cougar, brilliamt animation (1 meg) 
Adams Family, great demo of the famous TV programme 
Tour of Duty demo, demo from The Trooper 
c Compiler, full working C compiler 

* Predators megademo, 2 disks, 11 parts, a real mega demo!!! 

* Budbrain mega demo, great graphics, dubious taste, (2 disks) 
Viz Slideshow, ham picture slideshow from Viz calendar 
Puggs in Space, a great animated story 
Fraxion Horror demo, brilliant horror demo 

* Newtek demo 3, great high res graphics (1 meg, 2 drives) 
Alcatraz megademo 4, great demo (3 disks special £4.50) 
The Golden Fleece Text Adventure, brilliant adventure 
The Holy Grail, text adventure, brilliant adventure (1 meg) 
Bankn, great home finance program 

“Kylie demo, a really good demo of Kylie’s hits (2 disks) 
Virus X4.1, the PD Amiga virus killer 

* Business - word processor, spreadsheet, DBase (2 disks) 
CLI Help Disk, loads of help with the dreaded CLI!!! 


Trooper Fonts, 3 disks of great fonts, use with DPaint etc. 
Vision megademo 4, features Ride on Time, Got To Get, etc. 
Med V2.1, great music program with full midi support 

* D-Mob 4, brilliant music disk worth the wait 

Freddy Demo, great Knightmare on Elm St. demo 

Flashbier, really great PD platforms game 

Fish Games, 3 disk collection of the best of Fish disk games 
Packman 87, great version of the classic game 

Roger Dean Slideshow, a brilliant art slideshow 

Bacteria demo, brilliant demo from the Crusaders 

Messy DOS, read and write MS DOS disks 


50 Capacity Disk Box 
Mouse Mat 


Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles Demo, Pendle Europa, great 
Dick Tracy Demo, taken from the film (2 disks) 

Red Devil Crunchers + Packers disks, great compilation 
Trooper Demo Collection 12, Slipstream, Equalogo 2 + more 
Red Devil Utility Collection, plus working ST emulator!!! 

* RAF Megademo, a great music + graphics demo (2 disks) 
Northstar And Fairlight Megademo, ace demo (2 disks) 
Juggette Demo, a great juggler demo 

Star Trek, a great 3 disk game needs 2 drives, 1 meg 

Star Trek, a 2 disk game, great game play, super game 


WE AIM TO GIVE THE BEST SERVICE POSSIBLE WHILST GIVING SUPERB VALUE 
FOR MONEY, WE HAVE SET OUR PRICES AS FOLLOW: 
DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND ALL DISKS £1. MINIMUM ORDER 2. 10. 90p EACH. 
PRICES ARE PER DISK NOT PER TITLE ie. REB 144 - 3 DISKS AT £1 EACH 


PLEASE STATE ST OR AMIGA 


200 32" DSDD 
MONTHS 


Sa ewww Oe wea 
ab 


KREKERKERIRIARIERERRERERERERRERIERIRAIERIERIRRIERRERIRERERERERIERAA RA 
PLEASE ADD £2.85 P&P/NEXT DAY £6.50. CHEQUES/P.O's To:- 
P.L.C Computer Supplies, 11 Meakin Avenue, 
Clayton, Newcastle, Staffs STS 4EY 
“TELESALES HOTLINE: 0782 - 212970 P= 


Cheques, P,0.'s. Access, Visa to: 


PD REBELS, 81 SPRINGFIEL ROAD, ROWDE, NEAR DEVIZES, WILTS SN10 2PD 


Personal callers by appointment only 


A & K SOFTWARE 


TEL: 0454 315823 


A & K SOFTWARE, 119 HARESCOMBE, YATE, BRISTOL. BS17 4UE. 


Apprentice 
Armour-Geddon * 
Atomic Robokid * ... 
B.S.S. Jane Seymour 
Bad Lands. 

Battle Comm 

Battle of Britain in (D/S 
Battlestorm * 


Billy the Kid 

Blade Warrior *.... 
Blitzkrieg - May 1940 
Bloodwych + Data Disk. 


Champion of the Raj 
Chaos Strikes Back 


Continental Circus.. 
Corporation .. 
Crimewave *. 


Double Dragon 2. 
Dragon's Lair 2. 
Dragonflight 
Dragons Breath 
Dungeon Master . 
E-Motion. 

E-Swat *.... 

Elvira - Mistress o 


F16 Falcon Mission Disk 2.. 
F19 Stealth Fighter ... 

Final Battle (PSS) .. 

Fire and Brimstone. 

Fire and Forget 2 *. 

Flight of the Intruder.. 

Flipit & Magnose . 


Fun School 3 (2-5), (5-7), (7+ 


Trading hours are 9am - 9pm, monday to Saturday. FULL Pr 


Gold of the Aztecs. 
Golden Axe 

Hard Drivin' 2 

Hero's Quest (1 Meg) 
Heroes - (Compilation). 
Hill Street Blues * 


Horror Zombies 

Hunt For Red October.. 
Immortal (1 Meg)... 

Imperium 

International Soccer Challenge 
It Came From The Desert 


kiting Game Show... 

Kings Quest 1, 2 & 3 (Sierra) 
Legend of Faerghil 
Leisuresuit Larry 3 (Sierra) 
Life and Death 

Light Corridor * 


Matrix Marauders... 
Mean Streets * 
Midnight Resistance. 
Midwinter 

Murders In Space.. 
Mystical .... 

Navy S.E.A.L.S.. 
New York Warriors 
Nightbreed (Action) * 


Nightbreed (The Interactive Movie) * 


Nightshift * 


Operation Harrier * 
Operation Stealth .. 
Oriental Games.. 


Paradroid 90 
Powermonger. 
Projectyle . 

Puzznic * 

Reach For The Skies * 
Rick Dangerous 2 ... 
Riders of Rohan *. 
Robocop 2 

Rogue Trooper.. 

Rorke's Drift 

Rotator * 

S.T.U.N. Runner... 
Secret Of Monkey Island * 
Shadow of the Beast... 
Shadow Warriors.. 

Sim City... 

Simulcra.. 

Snowstrike 

Space Quest 3 (Sierra) .. 
Speedball 2.... 
Spellbound 

Spy Who Loved Me.. 
STOS (Games Creator) . 
STOS Compiler... 
Street Hockey 

Strider 2*... 
Supremacy. 

Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles.. 


Torvak the Warrior * 
Total Recall 


Ultimate Ride . 
UMS 2 - Universal Military Sim 2 
UN Squadron 


Venus - The Fly Trap 
Voodoo Nightmare * 
Wings of Fury 

Wrath of the Demon 


Yolanda.. 


ists sent on request. All Prices are fully inclusive of VAT and Delivery and subject to 


e 
change without notice. Cheques and Postal Orders payable to A&K SOFTWARE and sent with order to above address. 
All items despatched within 24 hours of payment clearance, Subject to availability. Please state machine when ordering. 

Items marked * may not be released yet, we will despatch upon release. 
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3.5 inch Disks + boxes 


stackable/lockable . 


Banx high quality 
10 disks + 10 capacity storage box - £6 a 
25 disks + 50 capacity lockable box -£16 80 Si 
50 disks + 50 capacity lockable box - £26 bai , ad ) 
100 disks + 100 capacity lockable box - £45 B ese deck be 
00 disks + two 100 capacity lockable boxes - £80 inact dick ae 
All disks double sided and guaranteed WILNOUL GISKS 


3.5 inch DSDD 5.25 inch DSDD 
100% Guaranteed 100% Guaranteed 


10 + 50p a disk 10 + 30p a disk 

Includes 50 + 45p a disk "Sbole: 80 + 29p a disk 

labels 100+ 40p a disk 100 + 28p a disk 

and 250 + 35p a disk d 250+ 27pa disk 

postage 500 + 32p a disk postage , 200 + ace a ae 
1000 + 30p a disk 1000 + 25p a dis 


Other Supplies 


Disk Cleaning Kits (3.5 & 5.25") - £2.00 Roll of 1000 3.5" disk labels - £9.00 
Disk Boxes - 10 capacity - £1.20 520/1040 ST dust cover - £3.00 

- 50 capacity - £6.50 Colour/Mono dust cover - £3.50 

- 100 capacity - £7.50 Mouse/Joystick 2 metre ext. lead - £4.00 


All prices are fully inclusive of VAT + postage (UK only) 
No nonsense - just fantastic value 


Cheques/Postal Orders payable to Seven Disk. Or send Access/Visa card number expiry date and signature 
Seven Disk. (STF). Digswell Water Lodge, Digswell Lane, 
Welwyn Garden City. Herts. AL7 1SN 

24 hr order line - Tel: 0438 840456 


“LOOK 


FORGET THE REST 
BUY FROM THE BEST 
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ATARI PACKS 


* Discovery Pack 
* Power Pack - 19 Games inc. 
* 1040STE Extra Pack 

* 1040STE Super Pack 

* 1040STE Midiman Pack 

* Mega 1ST Pack 
* Mega 2ST Pack 
* Mega 4ST 


from (please phone) £1199.00 
* Keyboard dust cover for 520ST 0520 S.T.M. 


£269.00 Saudi Arabia, Ho 

£350.00 

£450.00 

£450.00 

£450.00 Clip art collections 

£529.00 Eight D/S disk set 
ly £19.95 

£849.00 nly e 


HARDWARE 
Cumana.1mb 3.5 sdd 
Atari Megafile 30mb hdd 
Atari 12 inch lines mono monitor 
Philips CM8833 14 inch med-res colour 
Panasonic KXP1124 24 pin 
Panasonic KXP1081 9 pin 


PERIPHERALS 
Quick Joy Junior SV199 
Quick Joy Junior SV120 


£4.89 The country's leading 
supporter of ST 
Shareware authors 
£89.00 
199.00 Exclusive Payed-Up 
£249.00 Shareware Titles 
£269.00 Available NOW 
£155.00 
£5.89 
£6.89 


We sell a comprehensive range of hardware, softwar: 


and disks for both personal and business use. Please call for details. 


e, peripherals, books 


How to order PRAXIS 


Either call our number with your 
credit card details or send a 
cheque/P.O. to our address. 


Please make cheque payable to: 
PRAXIS LTD. 


LS22 4SL 


Fax: (0937) 66043 


Craven House, 14/18 York Road 
Wetherby, West Yorkshire 


Telephone: (0937) 580597 


Prices subject to change without notice. 


LIMITED 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


99p!!!! Can this be true? Surely there's a catch! 


THE INTERNATIONAL 


Public Domain & Shareware Guide 


With thousands of ST customers, worldwide, as far 
afield as Japan 


Italy, Iceland, Australia, France 
flan , Belgium, Singapore, Sweden, 


Denmark, Germany, Norway etc. etc. 


Education & Games sets 
Five disks from 


Only £10.00 


The country's leading 
distributor of the Budgie 
UK collection 


Exclusive adventure 
helpline service 


Available NOW 


Send £1.95 for the new 60 page edition of The 

International PD & Shareware catalogue, with 

Shareware reviews, articles etc., or send only 
£2.50 for catalogue AND disk cat' database 


Goodman Enterprises 
16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, 
Longton, Stoke-on-Trent. ST3 1SW 
W Tel: (0782) 335650 Fax: (0782) 316132 


835841 


And the price includes the topquality unbranded disk! How can we do this? 
NBS has been successfully supplying Amiga Owners for the last year with Public Domain Software. We have built up a good reputation and a superb record fo speed, reliability, and value for money! It is 
now time for Atari owners to experience the rumble of the NBS PD Earthquake. Why is the price of our PD a third of some other companies? We don't know! If we supply Amiga PD at 99p, there is no 
reason why we shouldn't supply Atari PD at the same price! (it makes no difference to our duplicating machines!!) So come on...join our happy family of satisfied customers. 


A SELECTION FROM 


ST DEMOS (All disks are SINGLE SIDED & 1/2 MEG unless otherwise stated) 

SD 002 LIFES A BITCH - Another great demo by the lost boys 

SD 009 STAR WARS RAP - Great sound mixing and parallax scroll 

SD 503 PREDATOR - Brilliant animation taken from the film (D/S) 

SD 504 SO WATT - A collection of quality demos from the Carebears (D/S) 

SD 505 WHATTAHECK - Another good set of demos from the Carebears (D/S) 

SD 506 HARRY MET SALLY - Great demo from the well known cafe orgasm 
scene (D/S) 

SD 507 SWEDISH NEW YEAR - Three demos from different programmers (D/S) 

SD 508 CUDDLY DEMO - Brilliant demo with many parts (D/S) 

SD 509 UNION DEMO - Another excellent Multi-part demo (D/S, Not STE) 

SD 510 GREMLINS DEMO - Collection of pix & samples from the film (D/S) 

SD 511 ROBOCOP 2 DEMO - Collection of pix & samples from the film (D/S) 

SM 006 TCB TRACKER DEMO 1 - 4 channel sampled music! Who needs Amiga? 

SM 007 TCB TRACKER DEMO 2 - Another musical feast. Extra quality on STE 

SM 008 THE B.!.G DEMO - Over 50 tunes from the C64. Get this now! 

SM 501 BATDANCE - Brilliant! Complete Prince song on 1 disk! (D/S) 

SM 506 TEENAGE MUTANT TURTLES - Turtles make it to the ST (D/S, 1 MEG) 

SN 500 WALKER DEMO II - The Walker takes Chicago. (D/S, 1 MEG) 

SN 503 SNOWMAN DEMO - Good animation & music from the film (D/S, 1 MEG) 

SN 504 'THE RUN' - Great animation of police chase (D/S, 1 MEG) 

SN 505 S.A.M - Animation showing part of the Psycho shower scene 

SN 506 DRAGONS LAIR ANIMATION - Digitized from the Laserdisc (D/S, 1 MEG) 

SN 507 CALIFORNIA RAISINS - Dancing raisins! (D/S, 1 MEG) 

SR 000 ANI ST - Full working version of this excellent animation package 

SR 002 VIZ SLIDESHOW - Full of hand-drawn artwork from the comic. 


STE ONLY DEMOS (ALL STI 1/2 M 

ED 001 THE STE DEMO - One of the first demos to use Stereo sound 

ED 002 BOING STE - Featuring a Big bouncing ball (1MEG) 

ED 003 AN COOL STE DEMO - 4096 cols, Hardware scroll, Stereo FX (1 MEG) 
ED 004 3D SCROLLER - Shows what the STE's blitter can do! (1 MEG) 

ED 005 JUNGLE DEMO - Great graphics and Stereo sound effects! 

ED 006 PSYCADELIK HOUSE - No, not a spelling error, it's ACIIID! 

ED 007 DELIRIOUS - Excellent! 6 different demos to play with. 
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OUR CATALOGUE 


GAMES (Ail supplied on SINGLE SIDED disks unless otherwise stated) 
SG 500 STAR TREK - The next generation - a brilliant strategy game (D/S) (1 MEG) 
SD 005 DIE ALIEN BLOB - A good scrolling shoot-em-up 

SG 006 FLOYD THE DROID - Good game with funny sampled sounds 

SG 007 NAVEL BATTLE - A good version of the classic battleships game 
SG 008 VIRUS - Save your computer from the lurking virus! (NOT STE) 

SG 009 EMPIRE - Buy & sell properties to battle your way to the top! 

SG 010 HAUNTED HOUSE - A fairly standard (But playable) platform game 
SG 011 ZOG - Little brainpower required here! Blast everything!!! 

SG 012 JOUST - Brilliant game. Try and dismount your opponents!! 

SG 013 FUZZBALL - A good platform game 

SG 014 ENGLAND TEAM MANAGER - Think you could do better??? 

SG 015 A DUDLEY DILEMA - A great adventure game 

SG 016 BERNUND RACE - A good sailing game. Get the seasick pills ready! 
SG 000 SHIPWRECK - An excellent educational maths game with graphics. 


UTILITIES 

EU 000 STE BOOTUP - A.llows you to boot up into medium resolution. 
SU 000 HOME ACCOUNTS - Great little accounting program (NOT STE) 
SU 002 VIRUS KILLER - A virus killer with sampled sounds! 

SU 003 STOS FX MAKER - utility to create sound FX for STOS (NOT STE) 
SU 500 FONTKIT - Create your own custom desktop fonts! (D/S) 
COMMERCIAL DEMOS 

SU 004 AUTOROUTE DEMO - Useable demo of this computerised map. 
SC 000 M.P FLYING CIRCUS - Say no more, Wink Wink, Nudge, Nudge! 
SC 001 SPY WHO LOVED ME - Playable demo of the game 

SC 003 DELUXE PAINT ST - Useable demo of this excellent art package 
SC 004 DAYS OF THUNDER - Playable demo of the game 


ALSO AVAILABLE - Some disks are available in doubled up format. This means. 
that two single-sided disks are put onto one double sided disk. And with NBS. 
that means no extra cost!! See the NBS Atari PD update for more details. 


NEED MORE DETAILS? THE FIRST NBS ATARI PD UPDATE IS NOW 
AVAILABLE! To obtain your FREE copy, please send a stamped self 
addressed envelope (min size 9" x 6") to NBS (Atari Catalogue) 
132, Gunville Road, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5LH 


ORDERING DETAILS 


PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES/PO PAYABLE TO NBS AND SEND TO: 
NBS (DEPT F), ATARI PD, 132 GUNVILLE ROAD, 
NEWPORT, ISLE OF WIGHT PO30 5LH. 
TELEPHONE (0983) 821983 FAX (0983) 821599 

) Or if you have a Credit card youcan phone jz 
or fax your order to us, Please remember to VISA 
include 60p towards postage and packing to 

total order. All orders (up to 2kg) 
despatched by first class post, please add 30p for recorded 
delivery. All used postage stamps donated to 'Guide 
Dogs for the Blind’ 
WE LOVE INTERNATIONAL ORDERS 
We already have many satisfied customers from all over Europe 
and the world. All orders send by Air Mail. For European 
orders please add 30p per disk. World Orders add 50p per 
disk. International payments by Credit Card, British Postal 
Orders, Eurocheque, or any cheque with a UK cashing address. 


WE ALSO SUPPLY THE FOLLOWIN 


100 cap Lockable Storage Boxes 

10 cap Library Cases 

Star LC10 Printer Ribbons.. 

Mouse mats (soft, boxed)... 

Disk Labels (Wrap round) 30 for £1.00. 
1000 for £15.00 

Exclusive Night-Cat Picture labels 15 for £1.00 ....100 for £5.00 
Unbranded Disks (DS/DD guaranteed) 50p each 100 for £40.00 


"200 for £5.00 


TECHNICAL advice 


and running the programs of your choice — with 
one difference, so long as they run with GEM. 

lf you move the mouse up to the “Desk” 
menu, you should see several additions. For 
every .ACC program on the disk (up to six are 
allowed) there’s an entry in the menu. Select any 
of these by clicking on the name with the left 
mouse button and that accessory runs. 

The advantage of accessories is that they 
can be run at any time, as long as the Desk 
menu is still on screen. So you could be run- 
ning, say, Degas Elite and decide you need a 
calculator. If your disk holds a calculator acces- 
sory at boot-up, you can use it without even 
having to leave Degas. 


This month 
?\, FORMAT’s 
ever-helpful Technical 
Editor Neil Jackson Eee er: 
takes a look at those 


Accessories live up in the top left-hand 
corner of the Desktop, and you can enter 
them from any program that runs with GEM 


annoying first-timers’ 
blues, the problems 
from “boot” to “‘blitter”’ 
which plague the 
annual post-Christmas 


> 
THESE BOOTS ARE MADE FOR WORKING 


Simon Walker from Reading is having difficulties with auto-booting programs. He wants to 
know how you make a program load and run automatically whenever you reset the ST, without 
you having to select and load it each time. This is something the ST’s manual studiously 
ignores, presumably because there are two ways of going about it. 

On older machines, the only way of auto-booting a program is to create a New Folder, 
using the File menu from the Desktop. When you are asked to enter a name for the folder you 
must enter AUTO. Then you copy the program you want to autoboot into this folder, deleting 


newcomers to the ST 


INNER BLITTER 
TROUBLE 


Mick Smith from Worthing has noticed that 
the STE and Mega ST have a “blitter’ chip 
whereas the old STFM had none. What's it for, 
he asks, and should | be impressed? 

The simple answer is yes, you should be 
impressed, and here’s why. The blitter (short for 
bit block transfer processor) operates automati- 
cally on certain operating system functions to 
increase the speed of these functions and 
reduce the amount of program code required to 
work them. Blitter-enhanced functions include: 
area fills, rotation and magnification, brush line 
drawing, text transformations and scrolling, win- 
dow updating, pattern filling and memory to 
memory block copying. 


GET YOUR ACCS 
TOGETHER 


Accessories cause a lot of people a lot of 
hassle, and Nigel Trent from Humberside is 
bound to agree. He’s tried double-clicking on 
.ACC files in a desperate bid to get them to load 
and for his trouble he’s been presented with all 
kinds of gobbledegook. How do they work? 
Accessories are special programs that you 
don’t need to double-click on. When it boots up, 
the ST looks for .ACCs on the root directory of 
the disk in the drive (that is, .ACC files which 
are not in any folders) and then loads them into 
a private section of its memory. Once it’s done 
this, the Desktop appears, looking as normal as 
ever, and you can carry on as usual, loading 
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the original when you've copied it. If you then 
reset the ST (leaving the disk in the drive), it 
loads and runs the program without bothering 
to show you the Desktop. 

On newer machines (TOS 1.4 and above), 
you can still use the auto folder method just 
described, but there is also another way. First 
highlight your chosen program by clicking on 
it once and then select “Install Application” 
from the Options menu. Click on the “Auto” 
box in the dialogue window that pops up and 
then select “Install” to save this change to 
disk. Now when you reset, your program 
loads and runs immediately, 


FLOPPY DISK) FLOPIR DISK a & COPY ef 


HARD DISK NEW FOLDER 


HIP | ad H AGES: COMMS 


th He COVER) COVERDIS hs DISK UTILITY 


Hane: AUTOL___.___ 


INSTALL APPLICATION 


{| Application nane: NEOLOAD PRG 
Document type? L_ 


| boot Status: HEX [Hornal j 
Application type: 

TOS _| [10S-takes paraneters 

' Default dirt (Application) FTop Window | 

i Paraneter: Full Path) GEUGHLENG 


@ Post TOS 1.4 (on new STs) - Using the 
“Install Application” menu, programs 
can be individually set up to autoboot 


§ Pre TOS 1.4 - Autobooting requires you to create a folder narned AUTO and 
place your chosen programs inside. This method can also be used on new STs 
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N.U.R.D. SOFTWARE 


6 CHAUCER CouRT 
WENDOVER ROAD 
STAINES 
ae MIpDDx. 
hi TW18 3DP 


Te. Nos Mon-Sar: 0784 454214 
Mon-Fri 0900 1600: 
081 890 3296 


THIS IS A MESSAGE FROM THE No. 1 NURD 


Hi t, welcome to the world of Nurd. 
All you nee to do is forget the rest 
because our top twenty is the best. 


So send your money to invest 
for ACTION, SKILL or ADVENTURE QUEST. 


THE NURDS TOP TWENTY 


(in no order) Plus many more 
Please ring for availability 
to save disappointment 


1. CABLING ccrcsscerercoosecccerecscorcocenesssosconsesn de O® 
2. Kick Off 2 .........ssrrscssserreccsesscsrrerceceeeio 1690 
3. SIT City......cccccccrrscsccocsserscccccooooocssocooes 1 IDD 
A, Their Finest HOUL..........rrrcssssoeerreeeolo 1 9.90 
5. Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles............619.90 
6. SUPFEMACY ..........0rrrrrrrrersscersccccrrereerr BODO 
7. POWEFMONGEEY...........s0r0rcerrereererrerrereeel 1 9-98 
B. Rick Dangerous. ........rerrrrrerrrrrcccceeelo 11 DD 
9. Shadow Of The Beast 2........--cerrrreee 20.99 
10. Deathtrap ........rrrercccccrrereressscooooroeiod 1699 
11. F=19.......rrrrrocccccereeeeresccccooscsecccsosooooeseiee 1699 
12. Toyota Rallly..............cccccrrrrecscssscceereeio dl 199 
13. Days Of THUNAEE ..........rrcscrerresscererese 1 IID 
14. Super Off Road Racef..........-seeccee1 7.99 
15. Spcedballl @..............+ecscrssessssssceeeeel 1 6.99 
16. Paradroid 90 .............0000cccreerecessseeeeh1 6.99 
17. AFT (Chuck Yeager)..........s+00ereeeree 18.99 
18. Future Basketball ..............cccceseeseeeee 16.99 
19. Nightbreed .........rrrerrrrrerererscsssssooooo d TDD 
20. Shadow Of The Beast...........-ecccee+ee 16.99 
Please make your cheques/P.O. payable to 
Nurd Software. 
Same day despatch if in stock. So phone and 
chat to the Nurd now! We are here to help. 
Amiga 500 and ST at competitive prices! 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE == 
0784 454214 


VISA 
EeSEES: 
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PRICE-BUSTING THE LEADING BRANDS 
sr ispecwalasts 
Atari dealers 
since 1985 


Our Own Service Division 041-332-0625 
Scotlands Leading Micro Specialists 


THE COMPUTER DEPOT 
205 Buchanan Street, GLASGOW 041-332-3944 
55 Clerk Street EDINBURGH 031-668-4146 
Inshops Wellgate Centre, DUNDEE 0382-29653 
Licensed Credit Broker *Mail Order* 

1st Issue 


STING 1st February 1991 


"THE ESSENTIAL ST DISK MAGAZINE" 
EVERY MONTH EVERY MONTH 


- 2 double sided disks Es - hi i 
- incredible price of £2.00 4 Beene = hines ups 
(that's less than one PD disk folks!) Lalantas amusic 


EVERY MONTH - much, much more 
- a disk crammed (1 1/2 meg) full of playable 


demos + PD + other progs. EVERY MONTH 
- delivered direct to your door 
WELOOK ee Fass LO HEARING - runs on all ST's vith a DS disk drive 
To -_ & receive details contact: Mike Kennedy, ° 


1 Lampark Court, Churchinford, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 7PL 
Cheques & P.O.'s payable to W.C.S.P. 


31/." discs 
SPECIAL 
100 for £50 


YOU'VE HEARD THE KAO 
Memes MIF 2DD 
settee Double sided 
“oxen” ila seonoaean ve 
PHENOMENAL QUALITY 1 MEG COLOURED BULK DISKS FROM KAO 
BULK DISKS CHOICE OF 8 COLOURS: Blue, Grey, Red, Yellow. Green, Black, Orange, Fog White 


50 100 
1 MEG 3.5" MF2DD BULK 50p £24.00 £48.00 
2 MEG 3.5" MF2HD BULK £1.00 £48.00 £95.00 


3.5" + 5.25" POSSO BOXES ONLY £14.00 


(Purchases of 100e disks will include a 3.5" disk drive cleaning kit free!) 
All above disks are 100% ie free & warranted free from defects & as such carry a 1 for 1 guarantee 


ARI ST & AMIGA SPECIALISTS 
STAR PRINTERS - LC10 e190, LC200 COLOUR £210, LC24-200 mono £255 LC24-200 COLOUR £290 
Send/call phone/fax for free price list. All printers include VAT + FREE printer lead 


K.C.VIDEO, 6 & 8 DONCASTER ROAD, SOUTH ELMSALL, 
NR. PONTEFRACT, WEST YORKS, WF9 2YZ isda 
TEL: (0977) 649100 FAX: (0977) 643312 


@ SERIOUS QUALITY FOR 
SERIOUS USERS @ ALL 
PRICES INCLUDE VAT & 

FREE DELIVERY ON 
ORDERS OVER £50.00 


ee ele lb 


0898 313 B86 


Infodial PO Box 36 LS] 4TN Call Charges 33P Per min Cheap Rate 44P all other times 


> INNER BLITTER 


TROUBLE 


Mick Smith from Worthing has noticed that 
the STE and Mega ST have a “blitter” chip 
whereas the old STFM had none. What's it for, 
he asks, and should | be impressed? 

The simple answer is yes, you should be 
impressed, and here's why. The blitter (short for 
bit block transfer processor) operates automati- 
cally on certain operating system functions to 
increase the speed of these functions and 
reduce the amount of program code required to 
work them. Blitter-enhanced functions include: 
area fills, rotation and magnification, brush line 
drawing, text transformations and scrolling, win- 
dow updating, pattern filling and memory to 
memory block copying. 


GET YOUR ACCS 
TOGETHER 


Accessories cause a lot of people a lot of 
hassle, and Nigel Trent from Humberside is 


@ These insignificant-looking bits of wire 
could end up saving you more time and 
trouble than virtually any other add-on 


bound to agree. He’s tried double-clicking on 
.ACC files in a desperate bid to get them to load 
and for his trouble he’s been presented with all 
kinds of gobbledegook. How do they work? 


Accessories are special programs that you 
don’t need to double-click on. When it boots up, 
the ST looks for .ACCs on the root directory of 
the disk in the drive (that is, .ACC files which 
are not in any folders) and then loads them into 
a private section of its memory. Once it's done 
this, the Desktop appears, looking as normal as 
ever, and you can carry on as usual, loading 
and running the programs of your choice — with 
one difference, so long as they run with GEM. 

If you move the mouse up to the “Desk” 
menu, you should see several additions. For 
every .ACC program on the disk (up to six are 
allowed) there's an entry in the menu. 


> 
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er, you got 


earlier than 


TECHNICAL advice 


DRIVING A HARD 
BARGAIN 


ST FORMAT recently reported that some STEs 
have a faulty DMA chip (the chip that controls 
“Direct Memory Access” between the STE and 
peripherals like printers and hard drives), 
which makes them incompatible with certain 
hard drives, with the result that data saved to 
the hard drive may become corrupted after 
just three or four hours’ use. (See News pages 
in STF 16.) Neville Simpson from London has 
just bought an STE and wants to know Atari’s 
policy on replacing the faulty DMA chips 
which were the cause of the problem. Do. they 
intend to recall the faulty machines? Will they 
make me pay for replacement chips or are they 
covered by the guarantee? 

Atari do not plan to recall the faulty 
machines, even though there are only 100 or 
so in the hands of users. Peter Staddon, Atari 
UK’s Marketing Manager, outlined the situation 
to DESKTOP. lf your STE suffers from the DMA 
problem with a bona-fide Atari-made hard 
drive, you can have the. offending chips 
replaced by Atari, providing the STE itself is 
still within its 12-month guarantee period. 
There are now only three types of Atari hard 
drive, the Megafile 30, 60 and 44 (priced at 
£499.99, £689.99 and £919.99 respectively). 


If you have trouble using a drive made by 


any other manufacturer... er, it’s tough luck. 
Atari guarantee compatibility only with their 
own drives. Third party drive owners have to 


‘pay a charge. to have their DMA chips 


replaced. Bob Gleadow, Atari UK’s Managing 
Director, comments: “Atari will be providing a 
test and certification procedure to any third 
party manufacturer who wishes to claim Atari 
Tested Compatibility.” But that’s likely to be 
some time in the future and it doesn’t help 
owners of non-approved drives — and that’s 
most of them! 

It seems Atari are trying to turn a corpo- 
rate balls-up into a marketing ploy, 
because it obviously makes 
sense for STE owners who 
are are unsure about their 
machines to go out and 
buy an Atari hard 
drive, now, while the 
STE’s guarantee is 
still current. If it 
doesn’t work, 
then Atari pick 
up the tab. If it 
does, then... 


your hard 
drive a_ bit 


you might 
have done. 

So, here’s 
a few DESK- 
TOP words of 
advice. Firstly, 
under the Sale of 
Goods Act, goods 
sold must be “as 
described.” If they 
aren’t, you have a direct 


If you own an STE and 
you’re about to buy a hard 
drive, be careful! Check your 
machine out with a reputable dealer 
before you spend a lot of cash 


recourse to the supplier — the shop that sold 
them to you in the first place. This is often 
easier than battling it out with the producers of 
the goods themselves, but you have to prove 
to the shop that the goods are not as 
described, which can take some doing. If 
you’re meeting resistance, it might help to 
send a few letters making casual mention of 
the Trading Standards. (Besides, it’s always a 
good idea to put complaints in writing if you 
don’t get satisfaction as soon as you point out 
a problem. And always keep a copy of any 
such letter you send, so you can refer to it 
later if need be.) 

Secondly, Atari have been marking the 
cardboard boxes of all recent STEs with a red 
sticker-dot, denoting that they are not affected 
by the DMA problem. If. you’re thinking of buy- 
ing one without a dot, get the shop to check it 
working with your preferred hard drive before 
you hand over the dosh. If they won’t, then 
walk away — you need dealer support, not a 
box-shifter, if you’re going to make the best of 
your computing. 

Finally, don’t panic! If you’re not in the 
market for a hard drive anyway, the problem 
doesn’t affect you. All the other functions of 
the STE work as they should, so you won’t end 
up with a white elephant. You only need to find 
out if your machine is one of the ill-fated few if 
you’re planning to stick a hard drive onto it. 
With this aim in mind, DESKTOP would love to 
hear from any reader who has first hand expe- 
rience of the DMA problem. We need to know 
the numbers of the dodgy machines so we 
can, in turn, let everyone else know, so if your 
STE has recently been fixed, let us know the 
serial number printed on the bottom of the 
casing. Write to us at DESKTOP, ST FORMAT, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. 
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TECHNICAL advice 


nce the initial wonderfulness of your 
new ST or STE has sunk in, you may 

want to use the data on your old 
machine. There are two stages in transferring 
data from an “alien machine.” The first is to 
move the files into the ST environment and 
the second is to persuade the ST to read and 
convert them for its own use. 

In the first stage you either carry over a 
disk from one machine to another or link the 
two computers with a cable. Unfortunately, 
there are a mass of different sizes and formats 
of disk. The only ST compatible format is the 
PC, and then only if your PC has a 3.5 inch 
drive which can read and write 720K disks. 

If you’re transferring from an IBM-type 
PC, you should format the disk for the trans- 
fer on the PC. PCs can’t read disks from early 
STs (pre-TOS 1.4), but all STs can happily 
read 720K disks formatted by a PC. Recent 
ST/STEs are fully compatible with the PC disk 
format. You may also transfer from the 
Archimedes via a copy of the Acorn PC emu- 
lator or MultiFS on the Archimedes, which 
directly reads, writes and formats ST disks. 

Other disk to disk transfers require a sec- 
ond drive. With a 5.25 inch second drive on 
the ST, you can transfer from the BBC Micro 
or Commodore 64, and with a 3.5 inch drive 
attached to an Amstrad PCW you can even 
draw files from this source. ST utilities for 
reading the PCW’s CP/M disks are available in 
the Public Domain. (See directory, page 130.) 

If you haven’t a second drive, you can still 
transfer data by disk, using a copying bureau. 


TEN TOOLS TO 
IMPROVE YOUR ST 


1 An art package — DeluxePaint from 
Electronic Arts (= 0753 49442), £59.95 


2 A word processor — Protext V5 from Arnor 
(= 0733 68909), £149.95 [See box at right] 


3 A sampler — Replay 8 from Microdeal (= 
0726 68020), £89.95 


4 Avideo digitizer — VIDI ST from Rombo 
Productions (= 0506 414631), £99.95 


5 A database — Superbase Personal 2 from 
Precision Software (= 081 330 7166), 
£99.95 


6 A Desktop Publisher — Timeworks from 
GST (= 0480 496789), £99 


7 Areplacement Desktop — NeoDesk 3 from 
Gribnif/GST (= 0480 496789), £39.95 


8 A disk utility — Knife ST from HiSoft 
(@ 0525 718181), £29.95 


9 An accounts package — Personal Finance 
Manager Plus from Microdeal 
(= 0726 68020), £39.95 — or see the special 
offers on page 164 


10 A MIDI/Music package — TCB Tracker 
from MPH (2 0603 503382), £39.95 
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getting it across 


Transferring to your ST? Follow these guidelines by Simon Williams 


INCOMPATIBLE? NO, JUST DIFFERENT 


Operating 
System 


Atari ST 
Amiga 
Amstrad CPC 
Amstrad PCW 
Archimedes 
BBC Micro 
Commodore 64 
IBM PC 
Spectrum 


* needs add-on interface 


One which can handle many formats is Grey 
Matter (= 0364 53499), based in south Devon. 
The company can shift data from Amstrad CPC 
and PCW, BBC Micro and most CP/M and MS- 
DOS formats. They charge £10 per disk. 

You may find it easier to connect the alien 
machine directly to your ST, transferring your 
data down a suitable lead with appropriate file 
transfer software. The cheapest set-up is with 
a null modem cable. The cable fits the modem 
(Serial) port on the ST and the Serial port on 
the other machine. The sockets vary widely 
so quote the two machines by name when 
you seek advice. 

It’s best to get the same communications 
software running on both machines, and the 


NOT FOR YOUR 
EYES ONLY 


Pete Nichols from Chipping Sodbury wants 
help with reading documents from the Desktop. 
Why are there some files which just print up 
total gibberish? 

The reason for this is that they are not 
meant to be read by humans at all. These files 
are usually required by other programs on the 
same disk in order for them to work properly. 
They are often called something like SOME- 
THING.RSC or ANOTHER.EXE. You can double- 
click on them, just like on any other 
non-program file. The document reading part of 
the ST does not differentiate between different 
kinds of non-program files and attempts to dis- 
play them verbatim. So don’t be alarmed — your 
disk isn’t duff, you haven’t got a broken pro- 
gram and you aren't expected to know Swahili 
to understand them. Most readable files are 
called something like README.NOW or some- 
thing ending in either .TXT or .DOC. 


THE NEED FOR 
LEADS 


Darren Price from Ormskirk has a 
straightforward question (the kind DESKTOP 
loves!). What do you need to connect an STE 
up to a hi-fi? You need a twin phono plug to 


TOS 

Amiga DOS 
CP/M 3.0 

CP/M 3.0 

Risc OS 

Acorn DFS/ADFS 
CBM DOS 
MS-DOS 
proprietary 


# needs level convertor 


Serial 
Socket 


25 pin D 

25 pin D 

25 pin D* 

25 pin D* 

9 pinD 

7 pin DIN 

24 pin edge# 
25 pin D 
Telephone jack 


Public Domain Kermit program is widely avail- 
able. Uniterm is one ST source of Kermit, avail- 
able on disk COMS3, for £3.00 from Softville 
(= 0705 266509). Printercept is a useful file 
transfer utility (reviewed in DESKTOP, STF 17). 

Once you’ve got the files across, you 
must convert them. If you’re moving text files, 
save them in ASCII format on the alien 
machine, unless you are loading them into an 
ST version of the same program on the ST. 
The ST version of Protext, for instance, reads 
Protext files from other versions. Graphics 
files most probably need conversion. Some- 
times you can save the alien program to an 
intermediate format which the ST program 
can then read from. stf 


phono plug lead, and one of these costs all of 
98 pence from Maplin Electronic Supplies 
(Sales * 0702 554155). Their part number for 
it is RW5OE, but you should be able to get one 
at most hi-fi shops in your local High Street. 
Just connect the plugs on one end of the lead 
to the audio output sockets at the back of your 
STE and connect the other two to the AUX 
INPUT on your hi-fi. 


BROWSING BY 
MOUSE 


The other kind of letter that DESKTOP loves is 
the type with tips, like Martyn Armitage’s 
from Sheffield. He’s noticed an undocumented 
feature on the STE which he’d like > 


CHEAPER WORDS 


We like Protext 5 [See box at left], but yes, 
£150 does seem quite a lot to pay for a 
word processing program, even if it is the 
best. So if you don’t need absolute profes- 
sional standard WP power, you could con- 


sider Protext 5’s recently released little 
brother, Protext V4.3. It includes many of 
V5’s enhancements, including pull-down 
menus, dialogue boxes and “block drag- 
ging” with the mouse — all for a rather more 
manageable £99.95. (Arnor = 0733 68909.) 
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DEMO PACK 


Life's A Bitch, 
Delirious Demo 2, 
So What - Care Bears, 
Swedish New Year 2 


£6.99 


ADVENTURE PACK! GAMES PACK 


Pop eye'd, 60's Trivia 
Quiz, Bermuda Race 2, 
1990 - Shoot-em-up 


Suicide Or Murder, 
Wizards Tower, 
Invasion, 

Death Camp 


Licenceware || Disk, The Tube-Adventure, || ,,/lints, Tips, 
version of top Harry Met Sally -Demo, _ || Cheats for over 
pear The Graphics Pack ae 
*Not STE £8.99 £2.00 


SEND A BLANK DISK OR £1.50 FOR NEW DISK CATALOGUE 


ADVENT SOFTWARE 


16 Knox Close, Norwich NR1 4LN 


GREAT VALUE P.D. PACKS 
FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


SERIOUS PACK 
Business Pack (2 disks), 


International Soccer 
Manager, Desk Pac-Utility D 


Ani-ST, 
Fast Copy 3, 
TCos Database 


£8.45 


Flight Simulator 


PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 
FOR ALL MODELS OF ATARI ST 


ST WRITER ELITE. The standard word 
processor for the ST with full documentation. 
SPELL CHECKER, WORD 

COUNTER, VIRUS. KILLER, and 

other programmes to aid word 

rocessing. 

ATABASE, TYPING TUTOR & 
SPREADSHEET. All with full 
documentation. 

ERC CH AMMABLE DATABASE. Very high 
aval databa: 

RB QUALITY SPREADSHEET. 
Double sided disk with full manual on disk. 
GRAPH PROGRAMME. Input numbers 
to create Pie, Bar and Line graphs. Print 
direct to desktop or insert in other 
programmes. 
CHESS, MONOPOLY, BACKGAMMON, 
LASERCHESS. 
CRIBBAGE, OTHELLO, YAHTZEE, 
WHEEL OF FORTUNE. 
DRAUGHTS, HANGMAN, SOLITAIRE, 
DALEKS. 


AT4 


DESKPACK, all in one desktop accessory 
includes diary, telephone book, 
programme® le calculator and much more. 
Also REPAIR DISK programme and ences: 
FOUR DISK COPIERS, Inc F COPY 3. 
ALL PRG Versions, FORMATTERS, 
SPEAKIT, (speech synth) VIRUS KILLER, 
and many others. 
HACK, role playing type adventure classic. 
COLOSSAL CAV! imply massive 
Wizart text adventure. Best on P.D. 
WIZARDS LAIR, great text and graphics 


advel 

UNDER "BERKWOOD, massive 
praphlcslarade adventure. Excellent. 

EOCHROME ART PROGRAMME AND 
PICTURES. Super art disk with 
instructions, and a slide block puzzle 
acneraor 

AALLETTE MASTER Possibly the best 
art programme on P.D. Full instructions 
included. 


ANI-ST, previously sold as AEGIS 


J 


ATABASE 


ANIMATOR FOR £80.00. An art animating 
rogramme with full instructions. A 


argain at £2.00 
BASIC PROGRAMMES & BASIC 
LANGUAGE TO RUN THEM. 


MARBLES & EXCEPTIONS demo of 


superb graphics and sound. 


THE AMAZING UNION DEMO. Very 
impressive sound and graphics. Not STE. 


HAUNTED HOU: 


ISE, PAC MAN TYPE, 


GAMES BRIDGIT, SLOT MACHINE. 
Another suite of great arcade games. 
VEGAS. Visit a casino, gamble your money 
on POKER, ROULETTE, BLACKJACK & 
SLOT MACHINES. Great graphics. 


PINBALL, DRAWPOKER & WALL 


STREET. A stocks & shares trading game. 
FLOYD THE DROID. The best of all arcade 


action. BLASTER, great sideways 
arade action. Superb disk. 


scrolling 


FRUIT MACHINE AND PAC MAN TYPE 


GAMES Very impressive implemen 


tations. 


KID GRAPH, KID GRID, KDI MUSIC, KID 


NOTES & KID PIAN 


10. 
KID SKETCH, KID ABC, KID POTATO, 


KID STORY. 

KID SONG and workin 
NUMBERGO & NUMB) |AZE, 
excellent maths oscarnered. 

KID PUBLISHER, childrens deskto; 
publisher. Also working demo's of 
MAJOR MOTION & FUZZBALL ar 
action, & LINE UP 4, CONNECT 4 


cerns 's of 


p 


cade 
type 


game. 
KID REBUS WRITER. Make phrases 


using _ letter and pictures. Also 
FUNFACE working demo. 
24 PIN PRINTER DRIVERS. Vario 


us 


programmes & files to aid graphic printout 
for 24 pin printer owners. Compatible with 


most printers. 


ACCOMPANIST, Superb midi sequencer, 


Henri Kosh latest version. 


ALL DISKS £2.00 EACH, INC P&P. S/S & D/S. 
OVERSEAS ADD £1.50 TO TOTAL. SEND PAYMENT TO: 
B-SOFT, 33 CORSHAM ROAD, CALCOT, 


READING, BERKS. 


RG3 5ZH 


TEL: (0734) 416492 CREDIT CARD HOTLINE + ENQUIRIES. 


VISA | 


SAE FOR FULL DETAILS (STATE MACHINE) 
SAME DAY DESPATCH GUARANTEED 


‘ WeSeruve 


Star 


LC10 ribbon £4.60 inc. 
Black ribbon £6.32 inc. 
Colour ribbon £12.65 inc. 


Panasonic KXP1081 


with cable & paper 
£142.00 (£123.48 + VAT) 


Panasonic KXP1180 


with cable & paper 
£152.00 (£132.17 + VAT) 


Panasonic KXP1123 
(24 Pin) with cable & paper 
£205.00 (£178.26 + VAT) 


520 STFM Power Pack 
(20 games) 
£289.00 inc VAT 


520 STFM Turbo Pack 
(8 games) 
£273.00 inc VAT 


LOW ST PRICES" 


Inc. V. 
520 STFM Super Pack............ 
520 STFM Discovery pack ...... 
520 STE 512K RAM...... 
520 STE +1M Ram 
520 STE +2M Ram 
520 STE +4M Ram 
MOO! SME vet ereeseees 


0. 
1- 
0. 
0. 


Nocesdcries 


Joystick/Mouse extension........ 
4 Player Adaptor... ce £5.75 
ST Dust Covers... : 

Mouse Mat.............008 
ST to ST Serial lead ... ai 
ST Mono Monitor lead............. £7.80 
ST RGB Monitor lead 


ST Monitor plug to free end.....£9.50 
ST Printer lead...............sscssee £6.90 
Mouse Pocket...........:sseseeeees £2.95 
Mouse Mat (thick soft type) 
Trackerball for ST oo... £49.00 


ST Basic Tutorial Book............ £4.60 


~ 


of Hampshire 
Best for service 


LC10 Mono 
£149.00 (£129.56 + VAT) 


LC200 Colour 
£199.00 (£173.04 + VAT) 
(with Cable & Paper) 


Star LC2410 


(24 pin) with cable & paper 


£199.00 (£173.04 + VAT) 
Star LC24-200 


(24 pin) with cable & paper 


£239.00 (£207.83 + VAT) 
Star LC24 200 Col 


with cable and paper 
£279.00 (£242.61 + VAT) 


Citizen 120D+ 
with cable and paper 
£125.00 (£108.70 + VAT) 


Swift 24 


with cable and paper 
£275.00 (£239.13 + VAT) 


son LX400 


be cable and paper 
£149.00 (£129.57 + VAT) 


Atari SM1224 
with ST cable 
£229.00 (£199.31 + VAT) 


Philips CM8833 Mk2 


£229.00 (£199.31 + VAT) 


Atari SM124 
with ST cable 
£99.00 (£86.07 + VAT) 


Cumana CSA354 


External 1M Drive 
£69.00 (£60.00 + VAT 


1M Drive Internal 
£57.50 (£50.00 + VAT) 


Printer/Monitor Ass. 


Tilt/Swivel Monitor Stand....... £15.95 
Star LC10 Sheet Feeder........ £59.00 
Star LC2410 Sheet Feeder... 
Epson LQ400 Printer 
‘00 SLM804 Drum Unit... 

SLM804 Toner Pack. 
Copy Holder Angle P era 
Mono/Colour Switch box........ 


Printer Ribbons 


Phone for ST Software catalogue. 
Many titles inc. Educational. 


Access: > 
Larger items delivered 


by Securicor 


Phone for our 36 page catalogue 
EDUCATIONAL AND GOVERNMENT ORDERS WELCOME 
All products have a 30 day money back & 12 month warranty. 
Prices subject to variation without prior notification, 
We are closed Saturday afternoons. 
Postage 92p (80p + VAT) Securicor £6.90 (£6.00 + VAT) 


Flight Simulator Il........ 1 £29,95 Phone for full range 100 + original & 

Ronee ae ee co | Compatible ribbons + Bulk discounts | 

PIG: Ditto vcsccssescensse £62.00 

Superbase Personal eae £45.00 DISKETTES 
ersonal Finance Manager ...£24.95 ifeti 

Timeworks DTP by GST........269.00 Wile tae a ett 

Flexidump LC10 Colour........£28.00 | {100% certified error tree) 

Fun School 3 (all versions)....£19.90 Inc VAT 

Organiser by Triangle . i 10 3.5" 135tpi DS/DD wcssccvsessss £6.44 

Chase HQ 50 3.5" 135tpi DS/DD............ £30.25 


100 3.5" 135tpi DS/DD.......... £59.80 
50 Disk box hinge and lock......£5.95 
100 Disk box hinge and lock....£6.95 


STF Dept 
40-42 West Street, 
Portchester, Hants. 
PO16 9SUW 

Tel: 0705 325354 
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TECHNICAL advice 


SW share with us all. When you're reading a docu- 
ment from the Desktop and you've selected 
SHOW from the SHOW/READ/CANCEL dialogue 
box you have some degree of mouse control 
over the document on display. Pressing the left 
mouse button has the same effect as pressing 
the space bar — it scrolls the document on to 
the next page — and pressing the right mouse 
button aborts the reading session as does 
[ESC] or [Control]+C or Q. 


Degas files with a .PI3, .Pl2 or .PI1 ending and 
his pictures are all saved as .PC3. How can he 
get them in? 

When Degas first loads, it sets itself up to 
compress every picture it saves to disk. The 
file-extensions are .PC1, .PC2 or .PC3 for low, 
medium or high resolution pictures respectively. 
This is known as the Degas Elite format. It's 
possible to turn this function off by selecting 
“Compression” from the File menu within Degas 


ELSIE 10, DEGAS 0? 


Lots of readers have written to DESKTOP 
bemoaning the fact that Degas Elite, the art 
package, doesn't have a STAR LC-10 printer 
driver supplied with it. The popular LC-10, a 
very useful colour/black and white printer, is 
noticeably absent from the list of supported 
machines, but it can still be used. Degas sup- 
ports the JX-80P printer, which uses the same 


DEPRESSION 


OVER 


COMPRESSION? 


Elite and setting the dialogue box to “Normal.” 
Pictures are then saved as .PI1, .PI2 or .PI3, in 
what's known as the standard Degas format. 
Now they can be loaded into 1st Word Plus 
without problems. 


picture format as the LC-10. Select the JX-80P 
printer driver from the “Set Printer’ menu on 
Degas, then select “Print Pic” and you can get 
full-colour (or mono) printouts from your faithful 
Star. All you needed to do was ask us! stf 


Brian Evans from Wallasey has spotted the 
fact that 1st Word Plus can load Degas pictures 
into documents. He has Degas Elite himself and 
he wants to have a go, but is having problems 
with filenames. Ist Word Plus can load only 


FORMAT NEEDS YOUR DESKTOP TIPS 


Remember when FORMAT showed you how to keep your mouse from sticking, 
or how to virus-protect your disks for absolutely nothing? Every month, DESK- 


es. ile et ake 


|| 
; Sooo 


|=] 


oc 


ae Seo 


BRUSH BLOCK PATTERN 
E E 


= 
Ie] 


a; Picture compressio 


n 


Name 


TOP features the best technical advice around, so if you've got a tip, a short > 

cut, an undocumented feature, a bug - anything you've found that helps you 

get more from your ST - or even a technical problem, we want to hear about it! ™ 

That way you can share your information with over 50,000 fellow ST enthusiasts and possibly even 
win our monthly £20 prize. And if it’s a problem - well, if we don’t know the answer, someone will! 


(“Neral — ommneee | 


Address 


MIRROR SHADOW iB 
SLOWDRAW SNAP 


5||6| 


< | 


@ Degas Elite can save files in two formats. 
PI files are not compressed, while PC files 
are heavily squeezed and need to be 
unpacked before they can be displayed 


ATARI 520STFM 
DISCOVERY PACK 


Atari 520STFM with 1Mb drive, mouse, 
owners manual, First Basic, Neochrome, ST 
Tour, STOS, Carrier Command, Space 
Harrier, Bomb Jack, Outrun. 

ONLY £279.95 
PLUS FREE! ! Our new brilliant software 
starter pack as follows: Wordprocessor, 
Word Count, Mail Merge, Spelichecker, 
Database, Mono Monitor Emulator, 
Spreadsheet, Virus Killer, Your 2nd Atari 
it Manual, 11 great games, disk full of 
useful desk accessories plus 5 great 
programs for small children 


DISCOVERY PLUS PACK 


Contains all items in the Discovery Pack 
above plus!! viv) computer cover, mouse 
mat, twin joystick extension lead, 10 blank 

disks. Joystick 


ONLY £299.95 
INCLUDES OUR FREE STARTER PACK AS LISTED ABOVE 


ATARI 520STE 
NEW !! TURBO PACK 
PACK A 


Atari 520STE with 1Mb disc drive mouse, 
First Basic, Hyper Paint 2, Music Maker 2, 
STOS Game Creator, Anarchy, Blood 
Money, Impossible Mission 2, Dragons 
Breath, Human Killing Machine, Indiana 
Jones, Outrun, Super Cycle, Joystick. 


ONLY £369.95 
INCLUDES OUR FREE SOFTWARE STARTER PACK AS LISTED 
CK B 


Contains all items in Pack A Plus!! 
Vinyl computer cover, disk cleaner, lockable 
disk box, ten blank disks, twin joystick 
extension lead, mouse mat, mouse bracket, 
second joystick. 


ONLY £399.95 
INCLUDES OUR FREE SOFTWARE STARTER PACK AS LISTED 
KEKKKEKRIEAIERKRARAIRAR IAI AIA AIA 
FREE WITH ALL TURBO PACKS z 
UP TO 14 NIGHTS FREE HOTEL 
ACCOMMODATION FOR 2 PEOPLE 
KEKEKEAERERERIAEAKARAIARARARA 


Daytime ’phone 


aga 
My tip is: Games Desktop Music Graphics Cover Disk Other 
AIRBRUSH TEXT 
8 Brief description of tip 


ATARI 1040STE 


AAERKEKKEKEREEREREREEREEKKEAIKA 
ATARI 1040STE BUSINESS PACK 
INCLUDES 


U 
ATARI 1040STE, MOUSE, MANUALS 
ST WORD - WORDPROCESSOR 
ST CALC - SPREADSHEET 
ST BASE - DATABASE 
ST GRAPH - BUSINESS GRAPHS 
FIRST BASIC, S.T.A.C. 
HYPER PAINT, PRINCE 
MOUSE MAT, 10 BLANK DISKS 
VINYL COMPUTER COVER 
ONLY £449.95 * 
KAERKEREREREREREREKKKARAKRKAKAR 


VINYL DUST COVERS 


Atari 520ST/1040ST 
Philips CM8833... 
Panasonic KXP1081.. 
Panasonic KXP118' 
Panasonic KXP1124.. 
Star LC10.. 

Star LC24/10.. 
Citizen 120D 

Atari SM125, 


Abb bbb bb bbb 
ee ee eee eee 


Flight Simulator 2 
Jet 


European Scenery Disk. 

Japan Scenery Disk... 

Hawaiian Scenery Disk .. ‘ 
F19 Stealth Fighter .... ‘ 


LATEST RELEASES 


Supremacy. £22.95 
Murder... 

Rick Dangerous 2... 

Team Yankee . 

Captive 


Nightbreed . : 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Airborne Ranger. 
Carrier Command .. 
Baal... 

Never Mind. 
Millenium 2.2.. 
Fusion.... 


ACCESSORIES 
PRINTERS 


(UK) . 
Star LC24-200 (UK) 
Citizen HQP45 


Citizen 120D.. £138.00 
ALL PRINTER PRICES INCLUDE CONNECTING LEAD 


MONITORS 


KEKKEKEKEREKEREKKERERERERERERKA RE 
PHILIPS CM8833/2 COLOUR MONITOR 

Zs ONLY £249.95 INC. LEAD zt 

KEKKEKKKEKKEKRERERERERIERERERERKEARK 

ATARI SM124 £139.95 


DISC DRIVES 


CUMANA CSA354 1Mb £79.95 
EARKKKKREREKRERERERKKRERERERKK & 
% NEW MAIL CENTA 1MB EXTERNAL 3.5" DISC * 
Al DRIVE ONLY £69.95 iN 
KAEKKKKREKREKREREREREREREREKRAAAKRK 


ACCESSORIES 


Mouse Mat... 
Twin Joystick Ext. 
Mouse Bracket... 
Printer Stand (2 


Contriver Mouse 
Forget Me Clock 


FARKKRKKARAARARKARERARAKAARERK 
X-RAM MEMORY EXPANSIONS 


% Extra .5 Mb STFM 
% Extra 5Mb STE ... 
* Extra 1.5Mb STE. 


Sony 3.5" disks box 10 
3M 3.5" disks box 10... 


SPECIAL OFFER 
3.5" DS/DD disks + labels 
50 for ool £24.95 
100 for only £39.95 
Fully guaranteed 


REKKKKKEKEKRERERERERERERERERKEKH 


SD bb bbb 
Abb bbb bbb bbb 


MAIL - CENTA 


Please complete this form and send it, along with your tip, to: DESKTOP, 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW. 


YSTICKS 


Professional... 
Professional Plus .. 
Cheetah 125+ 
Cheetah Mach 
Quickjoy Jetfighter. 
Quickjoy Megaboar 
Crystal Red or Green 
Crystal Turbo Red/Green 
Cruiser Clear Autofire 
Cruiser Multicoloured 
Cruiser Black.. 


SERIOUS SOFTWARE 


First Word Plus V.3 £57.50 
Wordwriter £36.95 
Home Accounts. £17.95 
Degas Elite. £18.95 


£20.95 

STOS Compiler. £13.95 
STOS Maestro .. £16.95 
STOS Maestro Plus .. £59.95 
STOS Sprites .... £10.95 
Mavis Beacon Typing Tutor. 
Replay Professional 
Quartet... 
Deluxe Pain’ 
Neo Desk 3 
Data Manager 
Timeworks DTP 
Lets Make Series 

Greetings Cards.. 

Signs and Banner: 

Calenders and Stationery 

Art Library 1 or 2 (State). 


EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 


Fun School 3 under 5 years. 
Fun School 3 5-7 years.... 
Fun School 3 over 7 years 
Magic Maths 4-8 years .... 
Maths Mania 8-12 years .. 
Three Bears 5-10 years 
Better Spelling (8 to 14) 
Better Maths (12 to 16)... 
Learn To Read with Profes 

Prof Looks at Words (4-9).... 
Lets Spell at Home (4-12) 
Lets Spell at Shops (4-12) ... 


rofessional. 


17 Campbell Street, Belper, Derby DE5 1AP. Tel: 0773 826830 
All prices include VAT and Delivery unless stated otherwise. However, for orders under £10.00 please add a 50p handling charge. 


Ea 
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Proprietor Martin Bridges 


Personal callers welcome at our retail shop but please bring this advert as prices may vary. Closed Wednesdays. 
All items despatched same day whenever possible. Cheques may require a seven day clearance. 
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UNIVERSAL OVERNIGHT DISTRIBUTION LTD 


TEL: 0228 512131 (24 Hour order line) | Person’ | Fax: 514484 


callers 


Main switchboard no. 0228 42373 (ext. 53) welcome 
Unit 26, Enterprise Centre, James Street, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 5BB 


LILES TAO ET 
DISK BOXES 
Lockable high quality disk 


DISKS DISKS DISKS 


104: 480 50+: 38p boxes at unbeatable prices: 
100+: 36p 250+: 34p Gp sie oe 6+ 
500+: 33) 1000+: 32) 50 cap £4.99 £4.25 £3.99 


Individually wrapped 100% certified and 
guaranteed 3.5" DSDD 135tpi disks with labels 
Add 7p per disk for genuine bulk SONY disks 


= 100 cap £5.99 £5.95 £4.99 
li ae library cases...Five for £4.75 


DUST COVERS 


| Amiga and Atari Dust covers. 


High quality covers protect 
your Amiga or Atar! pete 


mm 861+ 3+ 
he £3.50 £3.95 rs 99 
QUALITY COMES FIRST AT UNIVERSAL! 
_ LO EE” Aa TNT 
iy ACCESSORIES 


ad 
3.5" DISKS WITH BOXES 
10 Disks with 12 cap library ox: ........... £6.45 
OS) DISKS WIT DUT OOKS i voici scsceveenntny £15.95 
S5a Disks with’ 100:cao: OOX::.........cs..00 £19.95 
AS DISKS WAT MOOTEEOHOOX: i seccsessoreoes £24.95 
Oe DISKS WIN MOOKGEO OOS dives ssustvsnurond £28.55 
80) Disks with 100:eab: 60x ......5.0c.006. £38.95 


160 Disks with 2x100 cap boxes: ........... £68.95 
240 Disks with 3x100 cap boxes:......... £129.95 NOUS SIEGE coun sdscene oa £9.99 
f Mouse House: ............. £1.99 
Our claim: We are probably the cheapest disk « 3.5" Cleaning Kit:.......... £2.95 
and accessory supplier in this magazine! : | 5.25" Cleaning Kit:........ £9.95 
IBM or AMIGA parallel printer cable: ......... £7.95 


Individually wrapped 100% guaranteed DSDD disks 
Sy Prices INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE 


Universal plastic printer stands... 
Exifa. disk labels:(3.5") Den TOO 8, ieee lena 


SONT RsaI RISK STORING DATA ON MONITOR STAND 
OTHER TYPES OF DISKS - The monitor stand enables 
OURS ARE INDIVIDUALLY a SATE VEE HERI 

WRAPPED, 100% CERTIFIED AND | | ee 
GUARANTEED ERROR FREE monitor aie takes any monitor from 12" to 16" 


DATA SWITCH BOXES 
~ | Our quality switch boxes use 
only the BEST connections: 
nl oalalleltype......... £15.95 
We 1:2 serial type........... £14.95 
High tech. rotary controls 


WHY BUY DISKS FROM US? 
1. All disks meet ANSI standards. 
2. We supply shops, PD libraries and educational 


establishments on a regular basis. 
3. If you can find a supplier who sells disks 
cheaper then we will beat the price. No 
questions asked. 


hes eS a fe se 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE!! 


To order via telephone simply quote credit card number and expiry date 


To order via mail make cheque or PO payable to: UNIVERSAL OVERNIGHT DISTRIBUTION LTD 


Trade customers, call for spot prices. Bulk buyers - we have great prices. 


area al 
Overnight courier (get your goods tomorrow!) £7.99. Min order value: £10 mae 


MIDI introduction 


Vic Lennard introduces the built-in 
communication system that enables you and 


your ST to make beautiful music together 


ne day when you're feeling curious, 
oO have a look on the left hand side of 

your ST. See those two 5-pin sockets 
towards the back? They are one of those special 
features that make the ST the versatile machine 
it is. They're for MIDI, the Musical Instrument 
Digital Interface, and they make the ST the ideal 
choice for musicians. 

Before MIDI, you could get a computer to 
talk to a synthesizer, or two synthesizers to talk 
to each other, but back in the mid-1970s these 
were very basic affairs. They were monophonic 
— they could handle only one note at a time - 
and the only way they could send out informa- 
tion about that note was by 
using a control voltage 
(CV). If the computer 
wanted a middle C, for 
instance, it might send out 
a CV of five volts, and vary 
that by one volt per octave 
change up or down. The 
length of time for which the note played was set 
by the gate time. 

This meant that you needed two connecting 
cables to control the playing of just one note. 
The emergence of the Prophet 5 synthesizer in 
1977 made the problem even worse: it had five 
note polyphony — that is, five notes could be 
played at once — which improved the sound and 
the musical possibilities, but it meant that you 
needed ten cables to play those five notes on 
another synth! 

Ending up with a room that looked like a 
spaghetti factory after the Blitz wasn’t the only 
problem with the CV and gate method: there 
was no standard for the CVs, no transference of 
how hard a key had been hit (the “velocity”) and 
a definite problem keeping synths in tune with 
each other. In 1982/3, with polyphonic synths 
becoming the norm, the MIDI system was cre- 
ated to simplify and standardise the situation. 


What exactly is MIDI? It’s basically a way 
of transmitting information from a master device 
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“MIDI, the built-in Musical 
Instrument Digital Interface, 
makes the ST the ideal 

choice for musicians” of 


to slaves. It’s what is called a serial protocol: it 
can send only one byte at a time. Each byte 
consists of a start bit, eight bits for information 
and a stop bit — ten bits in all. 

There are 16 MIDI channels on which infor- 
mation can be sent, and two different types of 
message: CHANNEL messages, which relate to 
all real-time aspects of MIDI — notes, pitchbend 
and so on - and SYSTEM messages, which are 
not channel specific and tend to deal with the 
timing and general control of MIDI — Clock, 
Stop, Start and the like. 

MIDI is fast for a serial protocol, 31,250 
bits per second — achieved by using a current 
loop in the MIDI cir- 
cuitry — and this means 
that a byte takes 0.32 
milliseconds to travel 
from the master device 
to the slave. The length 
cabling between 

them has to be kept to 
less than 15 metres or else there is a risk of 
messages being corrupted as a result of the 
capacitance in the cable. 

The master device sends MIDI info from the 
OUT socket, and it’s received via the IN socket 
on the slave device, which can then pass it on to 
the IN of another synth by using the THRU 
socket. However, the MIDI message is decoded 
and then re-encoded before winding its merry 
way onwards and a chain of more than two or 
three devices can easily lead to delays (at best) 
or data corruption (at worst). 

Messages usually consist of two sorts of 
byte. A status byte comes first, and of its eight 
bits, the most significant bit (MSB) is set to one, 
the next three are used for the message type, 
and the last four show the MIDI channel. The 
status byte is followed by one or two data bytes 
which have the MSB set to zero and so have 
seven bits for their data value. Hence, the data 
value is a number between zero and 127. 

The most important message, of course, is 
notes. Every time a note is pressed, a NOTE ON 


is sent. Every note has three properties: a MIDI 
channel between 1 and 16, a note number be- 
tween 0 and 127 and a velocity between 1 and 
127. The lowest note is usually written as C-2, 
followed by C#-2, D-2, D#-2 and so on, all the 
way round to B-2. Then the number increases by 
one, so it’s followed by C-1, C#-1 all the way up 
to G8 — a range of over ten octaves. 


For an example, let's take a note C2 on 
MIDI channel 5 with a velocity of 100. All num- 
bers are in binary. The STATUS byte starts with 
“1,” followed by “O01” to show a NOTE ON. The 
MIDI channel is a little weird: MIDI counts from 
zero while we count from one so MIDI channel 5 
is shown as 4 — “0100” in binary. Put together, 
this is “10010100,” which is 148 in normal 
counting. To make every MIDI byte into two dig- 
its maximum, this is translated into base 16 
(hexadecimal), which utilises the numbers 
0123456789ABCDEF. So the STATUS byte 
becomes “94H” (“H" signifying hexadecimal). 
Generally this is shown as 9nH, where “n’” 
signifies one less than the MIDI channel. 

There are then two DATA bytes. The first 
shows the note number: for a C2, this is 48, 
which in hexadecimal is 30H. The second shows 
the velocity of 100, which is 64H. So, the com- 
plete message is: 94 30 64, inhex. 

These three bytes take just under one millisec- 
ond to travel down the MIDI cable. 

Stopping the note requires a NOTE OFF, 
which can occur in one of two ways: a NOTE ON 


with a velocity of zero or a STATUS byte of 8nH, > 


MAKING THE © 
CONNECTION 


To prevent earth loops and the resulting hum, 
MIDI OUT and THRU sockets have earth con- 
nections but MIDI IN doesn’t. In fact, only 
three pins of the 5-pin socket are actually 
used. Looking at a MIDI plug, the pins are 
numbered 1, 4, 2, 5, 3 going anti-clockwise 
from left to right. Numbers 4 and 5 are used 
for MIDI data while 2 is the earth pin. 

Atari have been a bit naughty in wiring up 
all five pins of their OUT socket with the other 
two echoing the input — effectively a MIDI 
THRU and OUT combined. This can cause 
problems when using cheap MIDI leads which 
solder across pins 1,4 and 5,3 for expedience. 
To prevent these, you should always snap off 
pins 1 and 3 from the lead used exclusively 
for the OUT of the Atari. ) 

This lead can still be used for MIDI IN, 
which doesn’t utilise pins 1, 2 and 3 at all, but 
you should have another lead handy for 
sending THRU your ST, when pin 1 becomes 
the “Transmit Data” pin and pin 3 the “Loop 
Return” (making pins 4 and 5 the problem!). 


S Z| MIDI OUT PLUG 


snap off ——1 3—— snap off 
OUT ——4 Gi OUT 
Transmit 2 Loop 
Data Shield Return 
Ground 


& To prevent the hum which may be 
caused by earth loops, snap off pins 1 
and 3 on the plug you use for MIDI OUT 
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= FULL HEC D PRIOR TO 
DESPATCH. PLEASE RING US BEFORE ORDERING TO CHECK § STOCKS AND CURRENT PRICES. WILL YOU EVER WANT ‘TO EXPAND YOUR STE’S RAM? ALL OF OUR 
ATARI STE COMPUTERS HAVE THE “PLUG-IN” KAM SOCKETS — OUR PRESENT STOCKS DO NOT REQUIRE A SOLDERED IN RAM UPGRADE UNLIKE THE 
MACHINES OFFERED BY OTHER MAIL ORDER COMPANIES. OUR PRESENT STOCKS ALSO HAVE THE NEW DMA CHIP SET FITTED ALLOWING TROUBLE FREE 


OPERATION WITH ATARI HARD DISK DRIVES. 5 1 2 k disp b 2 im b 4 m bb 
520STE Ss TANDARD PACK. « consists of the computer with 


mouse, tv lead, manual and all connecting leads etc. The Standard Pack is supplied £349.00 £375.00 £419.00 £529.00 
with NO software. 


520STE TURBO. consists of Standard Pack and STOS, Basic, Hyper 


Paint , Music Maker Il 8 games (Indiana Jones, Impossible Mission I, H.AM, Super 
Cycle, Outrun, Dragons Breath, Anarchy & Blood Money) and a joystick £369.00 £389.00 £439.00 £549.00 


520STE BUSINESS. consists of Standard Pack and also comes 
with K-Word 2 word processor, K-Data database, K- Spread spreadsheet and £385.00 £405.00 £459.00 £565.00 


Metacomco Basic programming software. 


520STE TENSTAR. consists of Standard Pack and the 10 top selling 
games listed for the STFM TenStar Pack (or on the bottom left of this page) anda £369 00 £389 00 £439 00 £549 00 


joystick 

520STE DISCOVERY. consists of the Standard Pack and STOS, 

First Basic, NeoChrome and 4 games (Carrier Command, Space Harrier, Outrun, 

La REET chee mer Our, £365.00 £395.00 £439.00 £555.00 


DIY 1 1 KIT - 520STE to MB 

:( 2x 256K cards )simus £34.99 Ne a aaa oni 

H ri Ff and mouse, all cables etc. 

‘DIY 2 KIT - 520/1040 to 2MB * 40 top selling games (Asterix Chess Player 2150, Driving Force, Live & Let Die, 
H ( 2 x 1MB cards ) SIMMS £109 00 ae ORAG Joni Rock N Roll, Squeek and Trivial Pursuit Il) 

: i ari oystic 


14x 4MB cards sms £205.00 £295.00 


All RAM prices include VAT and delivery and come with instructions including vat and delivery 


Please check your STE configuration before ordering. 


REMEMBER : ALL PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY and VAT. THERE ARE NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 


CONTRIVER MICE ST ACCESSORIES 


Ania coneatioe 32 | SMI24 Mono Monitor £99.99 


PC compatible i Megafile 30 Hard Disk £449.95 
Roctec | MB External Drive £75.00 

All of our PRINTERS | cable | Forget-Me-Clock || Card £24.95 

and have a full 1 year warranty. Turbo Pack software £2495 

All of our blank disks are quaranteed and supplied with | | Star LC10 Mono (9-pin) £157.00 | Hyper Pack software £14.95 
labels. Our 3.5” Unbranded disks are either KAO or ed ran eer! ie pin) i cece 00 | Discovery Pack software £19.99 
Sony. All Sony Branded disks are boxed and supplied Star [24.260 Mone i £278 00 ST Monitor Switch Box £14.95 
with labels. All disk prices include vat and delivery. Panasonic KXP1124 batches a moe scart lead i wee 
~pin) standard scart lea 795 

DESDE: eHbeeaats 430" <5" 200 Fronasonic KX 624 = eggg,00 | Atari CX4O Joystick £495 
UNBRANDED Citizen Swift 24 (24-pin) £299.00 | Joystick/Mouse extension lead £4.75 
3.5” DS/DD 5.99 10.99 15.99 25.99 49.00 || Swit 24 Colour Kit £34.95 | Replacement Mouse lead £375 


33°2DD THE ULITMATE IN DESKTOP PRINTING 
vce casas dale cuaasiaaitl THE HEWLETT PACKARD DESKJET 500 


3.5” HD 14.95 27.95 39.95 59.99 115.00 * 120 cps inLQ 
tu 
RING FOR LARGER QUANTITIES sf een ie hore bari wk 4 i i 
ST MIDI SOFTWARE _ | | £238 'o¢,....cc 0 
* Optional plug in font cartridges om base inclusive 


Cubase, Notator, Cubeat, Creator, Notator Alpha, Dit | * Optional Epson FX emulation 


Tiger Cub, Gajits etc. all at amazing prices !! AS USED BY US 70 PRINT THIS ADVERT ! 


urteekctsteee BEST PRICES MAIL ORDER 


Asterix, Chess Player 2150, 


Driving Force, Live and Let (DEPT STF), UNIT 4, GRAFTON PLACE, 
anemaemmcaneina WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX. BNIT 10x 


Rick Dangerous, Rock n Roll, ait 

Squeek and Trivial Pursuit II. (0903) 700 114 RN 

All of the above games are available 

in the Tenstar Software pack for only - TELESALES 10am till 12 midnight 

s ? All prices include VAT and UK delivery unless otherwise stated. All prices / specifications / special offers are 

Hs - thats less than £3 each! subject to change without notice. Goods usually despatched same day as cleared payment is received. 

z : i : : Please make cheques/P.O's out to BEST PRICES. Mail order only. Thank You. 

(requires double-sided internal disk drive) ADD £5.00 INC VAT FOR NEXT WORKING DAY UK DELIVERY, ADD £25.00 INC VAT FOR SATURDAY UK DELIVERY 


MIDI introduction 


THOSE MIDI BLUES 


Vic Lennard runs the United Kingdom MIDI Associa- 


tion (UKMA), which publishes MIDI Monitor, a 
monthly newsletter free to members, as indeed is 
advice on all MIDI matters. 

The full service, which includes the newsletter 
and online support and advice, costs £34.50; you 
can contact them on = 081 368 3667. 


the special NOTE OFF message. To turn off 
the note just sent, 94 30 00 or 84 30 wy 
would do. The “v v" stands for the release veloc- 
ity — how fast you let the key go — but not many 
keyboards can transmit this and even fewer 
synths can respond to it, so the first method is 
by far the more used of the two. 


Finally, let's look at a MIDI CONTROLLER mes- 
sage. These are used for sending out informa- 
tion from all of the various switches, pedals and 
sliders on a MIDI keyboard. The most common 
of these is the Sustain pedal which is MIDI con- 
troller number 64 (40H). This has only two post- 
tions — on (127) and off (0). All MIDI controllers 
have a STATUS byte of BnH, “n” being the num- 
ber one less than the MIDI eet as before. 
So a MIDI message telling a device to hold 
whatever notes it is playing on, say, channel 7 
would be: B6 40 7F A message with the “7F” 
replaced by “00” would then turn the Sustain off. 

This is an example of a MIDI switch. The 
MIDI volume slider is a continuous controller, 


number 7, and can send out any value between 
a minimum of 0 and a maximum of 127. Volume 
is not the same as velocity: many synths change 
the quality or the timbre of a note depending on 
the velocity with which the note is hit, while a 
change in volume doesn’t affect these things. 
You could set a synth to maximum volume by 
sending it the message: Bn 07 7F. 

As you can see from these two controller 
messages, the maximum possible value which 
can be sent in one Data byte is 127, which is 
insufficient for some MIDI controls. Pitchbend is 
one of these: you'd probably be able to hear the 


MIDI HELPFILE 


@ Each month Vic Lennard answers your queries 
about MIDI on these pages. If you have problems 
with MID! equipment, write to MID! helpfile, ST 
FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. 
Don't forget to include all the necessary informa- 
tion including serial numbers and a diagram of 
your system. 


What's the difference between MIDI velocity and 
MIDI volume? Don’t they mean the same thing? 


When you press a key on a MIDI keyboard, you cre- 
ate a three byte message. The first byte gives the 
NOTE ON status and the MIDI channel, the second 
gives the note number, and the third gives a measure 
of how hard you have pressed the key. To be more 
precise, this is a measure of how fast your finger hit 
the note — and hence, it's termed “velocity.” This 
takes a value between 1 and 127. 

The receiving device may use this velocity value 
in a number of ways. It may simply vary the loudness 
of the voice, but more likely it may change the timbre 


steps if the pitch of a note were changed in 127 
steps, so pitchblend takes two Data bytes and 
has a Status byte all to itself. 

This system has not only succeeded in sim- 
plifying the enormous problems of the old CV 
and gate system; it’s also made it possible to 
develop increasingly more sophisticated and 
subtle musical instruments —- and it's made the 
ST the preferred machine for professional 
musicians the world over! stf 


@ See page 120 for a special report on 
how Tangerine Dream use STs in their 
music, live as well as in the studio 


or tonal quality of the sound. Compare this to a 
real piano. A note struck with little force has a 
mellow, soft sound, while hammering down on a key 
creates a brighter, more cutting tone. This aural 
illusion can be put across through MIDI by controlling 
the tone filter according to the velocity value: the 
higher the velocity, the more the filter opens and 
the brighter the sound; the lower the velocity, the 
less the filter opens and the more mellow the sound. 
This example is slightly over-simplified, but it shows 
how velocity can be used to change the character 
of a sound. 

MIDI Volume, on the other hand, simply acts 
something like turning down the volume contro! on 
your synth, although there is often some residual 
sound when MIDI volume reaches zero. It has no 
effect on the tonal quality of the sound. 

So, if your receiving device is one of the sort 
that simply vary the loudness of a sound in direct 
proportion to the MIDI velocity without changing the 
sound character, then the effect achieved by reduc-— 
ing the velocity is practically the same as using MIDI 
volume without the extra MIDI commands. However, 
this situation rarely occurs. stf 


RAMARA ATARI ST PROGRAMS 


HOUSE 
SOFTWARE 


Accountant v3 

Accountant Plus ... 
Bookkeeper v3.2. 
C-Lab Notator V3. 


Cyber Control 


ATARIST BOOKLIST | favaaa naan 


age 124.95 
.Sage Ae ae 


7:38 Tempus 2 His’ 


ATARI ST PROGRAMS 


System 3 - Digita 
System 3 Extra - Digita... 
Syntex OCR 


Thats Pixel 


I= Roland 


Timeworks DTP . 
Timeworks Tutor 
Timeworks + Easy Draw oe 


Roland CM products currently all in stock. 
CM32 LA An inexpensive way to bring music 


Cyber Paint. 

Cyber Sculpt! 

Cyber Studio 

Cyber Texture. 

Data Manager Prof. . 
Degas Elite ..... 
Delux Paint III 
Devpac v2 Hi 
Digicalc-Digita 


Turbo ST Hisoft. 
Twist Switcher H 
Werks Hisoft.. 
Wordfair Hisoft New. 
Word Perfect... 
Word Writer ST . 


CM32 PCM to your computer is with the 
CM64 Yamaha PSS590 Keyboard at only 


PC200 Midi Keyooard For thos: aot dy owl 
CN200 Midi Music Entry Pad Ot Dione Gh ae 


: Ea a keyboard try the incredible EVSI 
CP40 Pitch to Midi Converter expander at only £299.99 for 
CF10 Midi Mixing Controller hate ve 


improved sound quality. 
Bel 


For all your musical 
requirements 


Sound modules 


3D Graphics Programming.. 
6800 Assembly Lang, Prog, 
Applications Guide in C 
Basic Sourcebook & Tutoria 
Disk Drives Inside and Out. 
From ST Basic to C... 

Game Makers Manual 

GFA Basic v3 Devel + 

GFA BASIC Prog. Ref. Guide . 


Abacus 18.45 
Abacus 17.95 
520STE Turbo Pack.... 
520 STFM Discovery Pack. 
1040 STE Extra Pack 

Atari Lynx Handheld 
Portfolio Pocket PC 


Easy Tools... 
First Word * New v3 


MONITORS 


Atari SC1224 Colou 
Atari SM 124 Mono 
Philips CM8833 II C 
Monitor cable ST to scart 


WIDE RANGE OF MIDI EQUIPMENT IN STOCK, PLEASE 
PHONE FOR HELPFUL ADVICE. PRICES FROM £99.00 


M peor 3 ROMAN Square, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT, ME10 4BJ 

rogramming the 

ST Programmes Guid Tet: (0795) 425931 

ST Artist... 

ST Machine Language... 

The C Programming Language..... k 

Tech’ Reference Guide vol 1..Compute 19.45 

Tech’ Reference Guide vol 2..Compute 19.45 

Tech’ Reference Guide vol 3..Compute 22.45 

Tricks & Tips on the ST.........Abacus 16.40 
Bookmark 14.45 


Citizen 120D Plus 

Citizen Swift 9 Pi 

Citizen Swift 24 Pin i 
Colour Upgrade Swift 9/24. 
Star LC10 Colour... 

Star LC10 Mono 

Ribbon for LC10 

Ribbon 120D/Swift 9 (mi 


DISK DRIVES 


Cumana 3.5 1 Meg CSA354... 
Zydec 3.5 1 Meg Ext. P.S.U. 


3.5 DISKS 


6 se branded 2DD box (10) 
Branded & boxed (10) 
Sony/Memorex unbranded 
Datapulse MF2-DD Colour 
in clear plastic box (10)... 


Home Accounts... 
K-Data 
K-Resource 2. 


ST MUSIC MATRIX 
MIDI DISK MAGAZINE FOR THE ATARI ST 
TO AID THE ST MUSICIAN TO UNDERSTAND 
AND WORK WITH MIDI. 
PHIL! PH TO AIM TOWARD NEW HORIZONS FOR MIDI MUSICIANS 


Educational by design. Covering every aspect of the MIDI and MUSIC data available 
for the ST computer. Each issue has files with Synth Editors, New Voices, News, Reviews, 
MIDI & MUSIC tutorials, Complete WORKING sequencers. (1&7). Along with these 
extensive files each issue includes MFS SEQUENCES. You become the 
ARRANGER/PRODUCER of the music. E.g. Eroica Passage (|ssue 5), ALGORITHMIC MUSIC 
GENERATORS - MIDI Demos, MIDI Software written in Basic. Series starting from scratch 
WITH EXAMPLE MIDI PROGRAMS in ST, FAST, GFA, POWER, HISOFT and STOS Basics also 
TEACHING MIDI in 68000 Assembler. (Issue 5) ISSUE 7 NEW 16-TRAK SEQUENCER which 
supports MIDI THRU and EDITING, a KAWAI K1 Editor with new voice banks and KORG M1 
DEFAULT VOICES. ISSUE 8 now has full working K1 Editor, 50 New Korg M1 Voices, and 32 
New Kawai K1 Voices. ISSUE 9 has NEW ROLAND D10 EDITOR with all functions enabled 
and Voice Databank software. Also 2 Banks of 64 Voices for the ROLAND DS. ISSUE 10 
has a KAWAI K4 EDITOR Demo and Samples for Replay 4 with editing software. New MIDI 
DATABASE DISK RELEASE - Our P/D MIDI listing has been updated. - Send just £2 for our 
latest list plus Matrix extracts on disk. NEW 500 VOICES FOR KORG M1 £30. 
NEW: 500 + voices for KAWAI K1/r/m only £30.00 
The MUSIC MATRIX costs £10 per issue OR any 4 issues for £35 
§ ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF VAT, P&P AND Ist CLASS MAIL DELIVERY 
Available only from The Music Matrix, 14 Main St, East Wemyss, Fife KY1 4RU 
Phone 0592 714887 - 24 HRS - OR PRESTEL mbx 21 - 9999 - 427 


‘Kuma 41.95 PURP. 
..Kuma 61.95 
«Kuma 84.95 

22.45 79.95 
69.95 


Masterplan 

NeoDisk 3... f 
Personal Finance Man 
Personal Pascal .. 


Daatascan Pro. 400 dpi 224.95 
VidiST video frame grabber... 
ATonce 286 AT-Emulator 

Twin joystick/mouse lead 

13 pin open ended lead.. 

Nakasha mouse 

Universal Printer Stand . 

Dust Cover 520/1040.......... 


+1025 
7.25 


Prodata - Arnor. 
Protext v4.2... 
Protext v5. 


Superbase Professional 


ALL PRICES pusee VAT CARRIAGE ee (uk) & BFPO: 
(EEC add £5 : World add £15 to 1 Kg) 
OVERSEAS cUsTOMERS MAY DEDUCT 13% OF TOTAL GOODS 
VAI 


LUE EXCEPT FOR BOOKS 
kes 


PLEASE SEND CHEQUE / PO MADE PAYABLE TO: 
RAMARA HOUSE SOFTWARE, 

22 Grange Road, Staincliffe, Nr. Batley, West 

Yorkshire WF17 7AT 


Telephone Sales: 0924 473556 10am to 7pm Mon - Sat 


Future Wars 

Iron Lord .. 

Chaos Strikes Back .. 
F19 Stealth Fighter 
Back to the Future 2 . 
Rick Dangerous 2 


ae 
VISA 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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Sreppyshop 
fo 45 Provost Graham Avenue 


Hazlehead, Aberdeen, ABI 8HB 

Tel (0224) 312756 

We have one of the largest 
collections of Public Domain Software 
available. At the last count we had 


2000 disks and this is growing daily. 
PD disks cost £2.75 each and you can 


choose 2 free with every ten you order. 
We also stock the entire range of 
Budgie UK Licenseware. Please see 
catalogue for prices of these. We offer 
the FASTEST service in Britain! Due 
to the fact that our catalogue is well in 
excess of 300 pages, it has become 
necessary to put it on disk. Send a 
blank disk for a free copy or 80p and 
we'll supply the disk. 

Floppyshop is currently the largest 
source of new Public Domain Software 


ST Writer Elite 
Neochrome 
Mailmerge 
Spreadsheets 
Sozobon 'C' 
Utilities 
Databases 
Demos & Games 


METROPOLIS 


in Britain. If you’ve written a top 
quality program and would like to 
place it in the Public Domain, please 
contact us for details of our generous 
offers to authors. 


Get LST 87?22|Regularly! 


Issue 8 of STUFFED is out now. 
This issue takes a look at educational 
programs for older children, the STE 
one year on, Vidi ST and RC 
Simulations’ hardware/software flight 
simulation package, Aerochopper, 
along with a number of software and 
hardware reviews. STUFFED is fully 
compatible with ALL colour STs even 
the STE!). Get STUFFED Regularly! 
Only £3.50 per issue. 


Payment by Cheque/PO made payable 
to Floppyshop or using your Credit Card 
(telephone orders welcome). 


HARDWARE. 


520FM Discovery 
£259 Inc. VAT 
520E Turbo 

£359 Inc. VAT 
Due to deadlines, prices 
may change. Please ring. 


Software £2.30 each post free 
Hardware add £5 postage 
Send £1 for catalogue disc 


Cheques and Postal Orders to: J.R.V. P.D. 
Box ST20, 38 Howick Park Drive, Penwortham, 
Preston. PR1 OLU. Telephone: 0772 727528/748422 


MATRIX SOFTWARE CLUB 
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 


* Special purchase sales - 
massive savings on members 
software deals. 


* Hundreds of top titles for Atari 
ST, Amiga and Amstrad systems 
to review without obligation. 

%* Generous member discounts on all 
purchases of brand new software * Fast - same day service 


£1000 FREE DRAW 


£1000 worth of prizes given away in the next 6 months. All you have to 
do is reply to this advertisement - no cost - no obligation. To find out 
more about the matrix, and your chance of winning one of the fabulous 
prizes on offer this month simply telephone 0836 403807™ now or 
send a large stamped addressed envelope stating your machine to 
Matrix Leisure Services Dept STF1, Unit 10, Mill Studio Business Centre, 
Crane Mead, Ware, Herts SG12 9PY no catch - no obligation. 

*Calls cost 33p/min cheap, 44p/min other times. 


ST UPGRADES AND REPAIRS! 


% STE MEMORY MODULES (Simm and Sip) 


912K — £40 COURIER 
2 Meg — £175 SERVICE 
* CHIPS TO UPGRADE ST MEMORY AVAILABLE 
512K — £40 
2 Meg - £175 PLEASE 
* REPAIRS — Phone for details PHONE 


TERMS: Please specify exact requirements when ordering memory. Strictly payment with order. 
All products fitted by us guaranteed for 3 months against defective parts or workmanship 


PENGE TV AND VIDEO SERVICES 


49 PARISH LANE, PENGE, LONDON SE20 7LJ 
vey 081-659 2851 


LIVE INLEEDS? WE HAVE MOVED! 


Our regular customers know we offer unbeatable advice, service and deals on all things Atari. NOW in our new 
City-Centre Superstore, we offer even more! If you thought all computer stores were the same, then visit us - 
WE bebe! YOU'LL BE IMPRESSED! 


HARDWARE SUPER DEALS » 


520 STFM 

520 STE Turbo 

520 STE 1.2 or 4 
meg upgrades GREAT 


DEALS!! 


1 1040 STE Extra + 
1} mono Monitor 
Portfolio 


Miditech Hard Drives 


Philips 8833 MK 11.. 
AV 7300 Tuner 


“PRINTERS AND SCANNERS 


1 Star LC10 


Colour upgrade for above 


Canon BJ1OE Bubble Jet - Laser Quality 


Atari Laser Printer. 


SOFTWARE 
OVER 500 PRODUCTIVITY TITLES IN STOCK 

Timeworks DTP Neo Desk 
1st Word Plus Dev Pac 
MegaPaint 
Cyber Series 
System 3 
Digicalc 
Mavis Beacon 
Palestream 
K Graph 3 


STOS Compiler 
Lattice CV5 
HiSoft Basic . 


MUSIC 
We are one of the U.K.'s TOP COMPUTER MUSIC 
DEALERS and stock not only software but keyboards 
too! Call in for advice or drop in for a demo. 
Best prices guaranteed!! 
7 | All prices correct at going to press. All prices include VAT and postage (COURIER 
£6). Cheques made payable to MIDITECH. All goods checked before departure. 
We are open Mon-Sat, 9-6. Late night Thursday till 8. 
Est 1988. 


* 54, ‘The Balcony, Merrion Conte: Loads 2 x 
Tel (0532) 446520 


MIDITECH 
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RUTLAND COMPUTER 
SUPPLIES LTD. 


30 Buckminster Close, 
Melton Mowbray, Leicester, LE13 1ET 


Telephone: 0664 500878 Fax: 0664 410221 
(please ring for our full price list) 


3 1/5" DD disks 


39p each 


5 1/4" 96tpi disks 25p each 


All disks are certified 100% error free and are complete 
with labels & envelopes 


Open until 7.00p: 


IF YOU SEE ANY PRICES BETTER THAN OURS, 
PLEASE RING - WE WILL ALWAYS TRY TO BEAT!! 
STORAGE BOXES 

£4.49 50x5 1/4 
£4.95 100x5 1/4 
100 x3 '/p £5.95 120x514 
120x 3 '/p £6.95 Posso boxes .....£14.95 


LASER PRODUCTS NOW AVAILABLE 


LC10 Colour Ribbons £5.00 (min. order 2) 
Large range of top quality compatible 
ribbons in stock. Please ring for prices 
Prices include VAT. Carriage £3.50, Courier £9.00 
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 7pm. Sat 10am - noon. 
Collections welcome, please ring first 


40 x3 '/p 
80 x 3 '/p 


THE MEGA MIGHTY 


DEMO CLUB 


THE UK'S NUMBER 1 ST DEMO SPECIALIST 


THE LOSTBOYS DISK MAG 3. 2X D/S DISKS £5.00 
THE WALKER DEMO D/S 1 MEG OF RAM 
THE WALKER 2 DEMO D/S 1 MEG OF RAM 
THE RUN DEMO D/S 1 MEG OF RAM 
NOISETRACKER LATEST VERSION 1.5 D/S 
SILENTS UK DIGITRAX - AMIGA MUSIC D/S 
SILENTS UK - AMIGA MUSIC HACK No 1 D/S 
SILENTS UK - SOUND FX, RED SECTOR MUSIC D/S 
THE LOSTBOYS, LIFE'S A BITCH, MEGA DEMO, S/S 
THE INNER CIRCLE DECADE DEMO, D/S 
PERSISTENCE OF VISION DISKS 1 TO 39 D/S 
P.O.V. = DEMO CLUB SOUNDTRACKER 1 TO 30 D/S 
ARCHIES MUSIC DEMO, MEGA MUSIC DISK D/S 
RASTERAT - INTO THE TRASHCAN, NOT STE D/S 
VISION FACTORY, LOTS OF AMIGA HOU_E MUSIC D/S 
TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES 1 MEG D/S 
TEENAGE MUTANT HERO TURTLES ANY 520 ST D/S 
GALTAN 6 BY THE C.I.A. MEGA DEMO D/S 


ALL DISKS EXCEPT MAGGIE 3 COST £2.50 EACH 


OUR DISK CATALOGUE COSTS JUST £1.00! 
OR SEND A BLANK DISK AND 1ST CLASS STAMP. 
23 ALMA PLACE, SPILSBY, LINCS PE23 5LB. 


TEL (0790) 53741 
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MAKE Your 95m EARN! 


Yes making money with your ST becomes incidental when you know how. Your 
micro is, if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. Make the 
initial effort NOW by starting your own : 


HOME BASED BUSINESS 


This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in the 
country, including YOU, can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E. to: 


[_ HOME BASED 
BUSINESS 


31, PILTON PLACE (STF17), 
KING AND QUEEN STREET, 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 


4: te Se Le ee CE eA: © Po 


IF YOU WANT 
TIA, NAKED LADIES 
yf) CUT THROAT PRICES 
Pee once TRY” ELSEWHERE, 
BUT IF YOU WANT 
Good prices, good service and a good product range covering all 
leading Midi/Music packages, education, art and graphics packages 
plus business packages please contact us. 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
DON'T THINK CHEAPEST IS ALWAYS BEST 
DON'T BUY GREY IMPORTS 
DON'T PAY UNTIL YOU'RE SURE 
DO REMEMBER THAT AFTER-SALES SERVICE IS WORTH 
IT'S WEIGHT IN GOLD 
REPAIRS: NO PROBLEM 
WE HAVE OUR OWN SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


SGM Electronics, 54 Wigan Lane, Wigan, Lancs WN1 1XS 
TEL: (0942) 321435 FAX: (0942) 821273 


ANALOGIC 
ANALOGIC 
ANALOGIC 
Free 6 
Months 
extended — 


Unbeatable 
prices 
PD Atarivs 1/ SMEG clean eee tam arte 49. 95 


Fixed charges 
*All prices include VAT and delivery* Please call for 


price quotes on other Atari and Commodore packages. 
Telephone 24hrs (081) 546 9575 Fax (081) 569 8886 


ANALOGIC COMPUTERS (UK) Ltd., 
152 Latchmere Road, Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 5TU 


AMIGA and 
sazs ATARI 


3. Amiga 500 External disc drive .............04 19.95 
4. Amiga 500 Half Meg Board 

5. Atari 520STFM Discovery pack 

8. Atari External disc drive with PSU............ 59.95 
ST UPGRADES 

ee STP ANG STEOIM De cetctatsescstyeantsasesavesanres 59.95 
2. STE to 2Mb 1 29. 95 
3. STE to 4Mb 

REPAIRS 

1. CBM64 


ces Af. Educational 
Tel 86 0 es Programmes 
TI%6% Be or Written by experienced 


=| 
Sot Tw teachers for fun and 
Tel: 0626 779695 _ learning at home 


Do you want to see your children use the computer for 
something other than shoot-em-ups? 
Would you like them to use more than four keys and a joystick? 
Do they get fed up with being killed off while trying to work out 
which button does what? 

Coombe Valley Software may have what you are looking for 

Send large SAE for information 
Send blank disc or 50p for demos, (state SS/DS) 


To:- C.V.S. 18 Nelson Close, Teignmouth, Devon. TQ 14 9NH 


Cheques and PO's to:- 
Media Direct Dept STF 
The Railway enterprise 
Centre, Unit 3, Shelton New 
Road, Stoke-on -Trent, 
Staffordshire, ST4 7SH. 
Fax: 0782 281506 


RAINBOW PACK DISKS 
(Red, Green, Blue, Yellow, 
Orange & White) 

3.5" DSDD (100% error free) 
25 DSDD 135tpi 
50 DSDD 135tpi 


75 DSDD 135 tpi 
100 DSDD 135 tpi 


5.25 DSDD (100% error free) 


COLOURS AND QUANTITIES 
OF YOUR CHOICE 


3.5" HIGH DENSITY DISKS 
All disks 100% cert. & error free 


inc. Labels 


SONY BULK 
3.5"DSDD 


5.25" DSDD DISKS 
All disks 100% cert. & error free 


5.25" DSHD DISKS 
All disks 100% cert. & error free 


All Prices inc VAT 
Please add £2.95 P&P per Order 
Next Day delivery £10.00 
U.K. ORDERS ONLY 


AMAZING OFFERS ON 
3.5" DSDD DISKS 


25 DSDD 135 tpi... £10.95 


50 DspD 135 tpi 
75 DSDD 135 tpi 
100 pspp 135 tpi 


SPECIAL OFFER 
200 psp DISKS & 
£81.95 


2 X 100 cap. BoxES 


FOR BULK BUYERS 
3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS 


LIMITED OFFER ONLY 


BRANDED DISKS 


SONY or VERBATIM 
100 3.5" DSDD 


only £69.95 


100 5.25" DSDD 
only £59.95 


£1:00 off 
#k%X Standard 50 or 100 capacity boxeswhen exex& 


purchased with disks 


DISK DRIVES 
AMIIGA 3.5" EXTERNAL DRIVE 
Slimline and very quiet 
only £59.95 
ATARI 3.5" EXTERNAL DRIVE 
Slimline and very quiet 


(Requires no external power supply) 
only .95 


SYNCRO 
EXPRESS II 


£34.95 


QUALITY 


GUARANTEE 


All our products carry our full 
replacement no quibble 


guarantee 
REMEMBER !!! 
We only supply Quality 
Beware of cheap imitations 


STACKABLE STORAGE 
BOXES 


BANX BOX 


holds 90 3.5"disks 
can be stacked horizontally 
and vertically 


THE AMAZING POSSO BOX 
holds 150 3.5" disks & can be 
stacked horizontally or 

vertically 


only £15.95 


SWITCHES AND CABLES 
2 WAY DATA SWITCHES:- 


TILT AND TURN MONITOR STAND 
£12.95 


DISK STORAGE BOXES 


3.5" 100 CAPACITY 
3.5" 50 CAPACITY. 


All the above have lock & dividers 


3.5" 10 CAPACITY. 
or 10 for. 


To ignore l 
SEFlOUS |E0} 


35 DS DD 3. 


50 DS DD 3.5 p 
(5.05 DD 3:5 | 
100 DS BD 3.5.1 athe aah xe box 
150 DS DD 3.59 lus 2 del luxe be 
200 DS DD 3.5 IWS 2 COIUXS DOKECS x sic snes ynaess 
250 DS DD 3.5 plus our new stackable 
BOX TOMO Steere 
BULK BUYERS 


BRILLIANT Pp 
Magic Media: our own brand of 1( 
Unquestionable quality unconaitior 
You cannot buy better. 


Atari External Drive. 
Universal Printer 
Professional Printer Stand 
Quality Mouse Mats......... 
3.5" Head Cleane 
100 Capacity Lockab 

ech Replacement Mouse 
| 1000 3.5 LAbeIS «..cccccccsee- ii 
Mouse Pockets...........0008 


We 


GENUINE SONY DIS 


at prices which are simply u 
JUST LOOK AT THESE UNBEATA 
100 GENUINE SONY DSDD 1357TP! DISKS : | 
200 GENUINE SONY DSDD 1351 alt 
400 GENUINE SONY DSDD 1357PI Dis 
800 GENUINE SONY DSDD 135TPI DISKS... 
1000 GENUINE SONY DSDD 135TPI DISKS .. 

These diskettes come in Sony outers to prove 
authenticity so you can be 100% cer iain yi DU ae 
getting the real thing at such LOW, LOW PRICES 
Buy with complete confidence this is the real thing GENUINE 
CERTIFIED SONY DISKS 


100% | 


By overwhelming demand Banx stackable boxes now 
Syalizple at any 


M.D OFFICE SUPPLIES | 
18 CRESCENT WAY, ORPINGTON, 


Rai KENT BRG 9LS noe. | 


TN nl 


TEL 0689 867400 


(All prices include VAT & Carriage) 


BACK ISSUE SERVICE 


“They’re very good, in fact they’re 
stonkers; if you don’t buy ’em you must 
be bonkers” (John Betjeman). 
Each issue just £3.45", Cover Disk and 
full postage included 


SORRY ISSUES 1-8 SOLD OUT! 


ISSUE 9 

Disk: Conqueror, 
Pipemania and 
Canvas — three fully 
playable demos! Plus 
Turbo ST! 

Inside: guide to ST 
scanners; cheap ST 
networking; secrets 
of game creation 


ISSUE 13 

Disk: Battlemaster 
playable demo; GFA 
Draft useable demo; 
reset proof RAM disk 
Inside: 15 pages of 
gamebusters and 
technical tips; Magic 
Fly preview; Proxima, 
the DTP newcomer 


ISSUE 17 

- 220 pages! 

Disk: Fully useable 
demo of Captive, the 
FORMAT Gold winner! 
Plus five more 
complete utilities 
Inside: 50 games on 
review; hard drive 
and printer round-ups 


ISSUE 10 
Disk: Wipe Out 
playable demo; plus, 
full version of GFA 
Raytrace! 

Inside: 30 ST classic 
games; education 
round-up; complete 
survey of ST art 
packages 


H 
| FORMAT 


“|| MBB GETs Your! 


BONEY? 


ISSUE 14 
Disk:Together for the 
first time: fully 
useable demos of 
Yolanda and Rick 
Dangerous 

Inside: Why do 
games cost so much? 
Megapaint 2 - an 
instant ST art classic? 


ISSUE 18 

- 220 pages! 

Disk: Fully useable 
demos of Puzznic, 
Golden Axe; Personal 
Finance Manager + 
and more besides! 
Inside: 50 top games 
of 1990; report on 
the future for Atari 


Disk: Resolution 101 
playable demo; 
mouse tools; plus 
great comms 
software! 
Inside: piracy 
special; how to 
comms; how yo 
can spy on satellite 


TT. aioe 


FORMAT phcaent 


ISSUE 15 

Disk: DPaint, Manix 
and Days of Thunder, 
—not one but three 
fully useable demos! 
Inside: Full, definitive 
review of DPaint 2, 
plus tutorial on 
getting the most from 
the Cover Disk demo 


brilliant graphics 
Plus! Free tape! 


Disk: Mega music 
special, MIDI 


beginner's guide to 


ISSUE 16 

Disk: Atomic 
Robokid and TCB 
Tracker — two fully 
useable demos 
Inside: Ten pages of 
ideas on getting 
more from your ST - 
making money or 
just having fun! 


*UK price only. Overseas 
prices: Europe £5 
Rest of World £7 


To order your back issues 
use the subscriptions 
order form opposite. 


DON'T MISS OUT 


CHOOSE ONE OF THESE TOP TITLES WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO ST FORMAT 


TREE SOFTWARE! 


YOURS FREE 
Take on the best sgl 
teams in Europe 
in a thrilling 
simulation 
approved by 
England’s World 
Cup hero. With 
Empire’s soccer |S 
game you’re on 
the winning side! 


QUARTET 


YOURS FREE 


QUARTET 


Microdeal’s four 
channel music 
sequencer isan j 
acknowledged 
ST classic. 
Subscribe and 
you can sample | 
its delights | 
absolutely free! 


BS, Featuring: Full Midi Keyboard support 
Pore Digi Proctaing Sokeore _4p 
e Laliting E 


GEA DRAFT 2 


YOURS FREE 


Draft 2 


Program for the ATARI ST 


GFA’s widely acclaimed Computer Aided 
Design package, as featured in demo form 
on Cover Disk 13, is reckoned to be the best 
available for your ST. It’s a corker! 


YOUR NO RISK GUARANTEE 


You can cancel your subscription at any time and we 
will refund you for all unmailed issues. 


PLUS... 


You guarantee yourself a copy every month of 
Britain’s best-selling magazine for the ST, absolutely 
jam-packed with all the information you need to get 
the most out of your ST. 


PLUS... 


You make sure you get the tremendous Cover Disk 
every month - 1,000K+ bursting with exciting 
programs, vital utilities and fully playable demos. 


12 ISSUES OF YOUR FAVOURITE MAGAZINE 
PLUS COVER DISK PLUS FREE SOFTWARE 

- ALL THIS FOR ONLY £39.95! 

Or, if you're a bit hard up this month... 


6 ISSUES FOR JUST £19.95 (but sadly no free software) 


Simply complete the coupon below and return to us quick as you like 
CAN'T WAIT? Then phone our CREDIT CARD HOTLINE on 0458 74011 
ask for Trevor Witt and we guarantee you a super-fast and ultra-riendly service. 


YES! Please enter / renew my subscription to ST FORMAT 
My choice of free software is (only applies to 12 issues — please tick one only) 


|_| QUARTET |_| GAZZA 2 {| GFA DRAFT 2 

Please enter my subscription to ST FORMAT (tick as appropriate) 

|] UK (12 issues).............. £39.95 (| UK (6 issues).........ccscseeee £19.95 
|] Europe (12 issues).......... £64.55 (| Rest of World (12 issues) ....£89.55 


To ensure you get the best possible service all overseas subscriptions are sent Air Mail 


Please also send me the following back issues (see opposite page) 
9 10 11 12 13 14 «15 == 16 (please circle) 


l SEEPS REESE aOR ERP ERE Post COE .....csscscceccssseroncees 


L realpgunen My mathod ol payment is Ger ein doe 


I _] Cheque (make payable to Future Publishing Ltd) 


[_] Access Expiry date sicc.:ccetecfosciciccssceetevecrecesssaenae 


carte [TTT LTC TT ITI 


] Enclose this coupon (together with your cheque if applicable) in the envelope, or if missing, send to: 
| ST FORMAT Subscriptions, FREEPOST, Somerton TA11 7BR 
| 


=) 


MICROSMART MAIL ORD 


Titles marked * are not yet available and will be sent on day of release. Please state make and model of computer when ordering. P&P inc. UK on orders 
over £5, Less than £5 and Europe add £1 per item. Elsewhere please add £2 per item for airmail. These offers are available mail order only. 


TELEPHONE ORDERS: 0908 564369 (24 ns 10 tines) 


ST SPECIALISTS (Ee) & 
GAME PRICE §GAME PRICE BGAME PRICE ST SPECIALS * 


inc. next day courier 


BN | isan | 


Addidas Football 
Anarchy 
Assault on Alcatraz * 


Boxing Manager ... 
BSS Jane Seymour 


Dragons of Flame. 
Drakkhen 

Dungeon Master 
Dungeon Master Edito 
Dungeon Master Hints 
Dynasty Wars* 

Edition One* 


F19 Stealth Fighter. 
F29 Retaliator 


Falcon Mission Disk. 
Ferrari Formula 
Fighting Soccer. 

Fire and Brimstone”. 
Fireball * 

Flight Sim 2 

Flight of the Intruder* 
Fit Disk 7 or 11.. 


Football Director 
F'tball Manager 2 Gi 
F'tballer of the Year 2 
Full Metal Planet.. 
Fun School 2 (6-8) 
Fun School 2 (over 8) . 


Fun School 2 (under 6) .. 


Ghostbusters 2 . 
Ghosts and Goblins. 
Ghouls and Ghosts* 


Cosmic Pirate 
ST £3.99 


£13.99 
£13.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£13.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
212,99 
£13.99 


Please send orders and cheque/PO/Access/Visa no. and expiry date to: 
Microsmart, 125 High Street, Stony Stratford, Milton Keynes, MK11 1AT 


Golden Shoe 


Gremlins 2 *. 
Gunship 
Hard Drivin 


Hounds of Shadow 
Imperium* 
Impossamole .. 


Int. Soccer Challenge 
Iron Lord.. 


Jack Nicklaus Extra Cours 


Jack Nicklaus Golf 


perches) 
£16.00 
£13.99 
£14,99 
£13.99 
£13.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
£16.99 
eel 6F99) 
FeO: 99) 
Rey ereke) 
OOO, 


Jack Nicklaus Unlimited Golf. 


Jumping Jackson 


K. Quest 1,2,3,4 Hint Book. 


Kick Off Extra Time 
Kid Gloves 

Killing Game Show *. 
King's Quest 4 

pie: Ss Quest Triple. 


krih of the Crystallion 
Kul 


igadersened Birdie 
Leisure Suit Larry 2.. 
Leisure Suit Larry 3.. 
Licence to Kill .... 

Life and peat i 
Light For 

Lombard ‘RAC Rally.. 


Manchester United .. 
Manhunter New York... 


Manhunter N.Y. Hint Book .. 


Manhunter S'Francisco.... 


Maniac Mansion 
Matrix Marauders “ 
Microprose Soccer... 
Midnight Resistance* 
M1 Tank Platoon” . 
Mid Winter 

Mini Office Com 

Mini Office Graphics . 
Mini Office Spread 


Nightbreed* 

Ninja Spirit .. 

Ninja Warriors . 
Nitro* 

North and South 

Off Road Racer * 
Operation Harrier” 
Operation Stealth* 
Oriental Games”. 
Operation Harrier * . 
Operation Thunderbolt. 
Gpetationy Wolf 


panerbey. 
Paradroid 90 * 


Police Quest th 
Police Quest 2.. 


Powerdrift 
Powermonger 
Precious Meta 
Pro Tennis Tour. 
Rainbow Islands 
Red Storm Risin 
Resolution 101 
Rorkes Drift... 


Robocop 2* 
Robocop .... 
Rocket Ranger 2.. 
Rotox* 

Run the Gauntlet . 


S. Quest 1,2,3, Hint Book. 
Secret of Monkey Island* 


Shadow Warriors* 


Shoot 'em up Con. 
Silent Service.... 
Silkworm IV" . 


Skate or Die* 
Sleeping Gods Lie... 
Sly Spy 
Snowstrike* 

Space Ace.... 
Space Quest 3. 
Space Harrier 2... 
Spy Who Loved M 
Star Trek V* 

Star Wars Trilogy . 
Star Flight 

Star Glider 2 . 


Subbuteo ... 
Supercars .. 


Theme Park Mystery* 
The Krystal 

The Plague ... 
Thunderstrike* . 


Total ie , 
Total Recall”. 


Turbo Outrun ... 
TV Sports Football. 
Twin World 


UMS Scenario 1. 
UMS Scenario 2. 
Unreal* 

Un Squadron 
Untouchables 
Verminator 

Walker *.... 

Warhead ... 

Waterloo 

Wayne Gretzky Hockey 
Weird Dreams..... 
Wild Streets .. 

Wings of Fury". 

World Cup Soccer '90* 
Xenomorph 

Xenon 2 Megablast 


Balance of Power. 
Ballistix 


y 
Brian Clough's Football.. 
Chambers of Shaolin 
Conflict in Europe 
Cybernoid 2... 
Deja Vu 
Dragon Spirit. 
Eliminator 
Fernandez Must Die 


Football vataget 2 + Exp. Kit.. 
Galaxy Force... 

Gauntlet 2... 

Goldrush 

Hollywood Poker Pro.... 
Hunt for Red October. 
Interphase 

Joan of Arc.... 

Laser Squad 

Legend of the Sword.. 
Manhunter in New York 
Marble Madness 


Mickey Mouse.. 
Nebulus 


Pacmania 

Peter Beardsley Soccer 
President is Missing... 
Ring of Zahn 

Rocket Ranger.... 


Shadowgate 
Shuffle Puck Cafe 


Starglider 2 

Sundog Frozen Legacy. 
Super Hang On... 
Tanglewood... 

Trivial Pursuits 

Trivial Pursuits New Beginning 
TV Sports Football 

Uninvited 


ACCESSORIES 


Quickshot I] Turbo Joystick 
Quickshot III Turbo Joystick... 
Competition Pro Extra Joystick 
Speedking Autofire Joystick. 
Mouse Mats 

Contriver Replacement Mouse 
Inc. Deluxe Paint, Mouse Mat, 
Mouse House 

Naksha Upgrade Mouse Inc. 
Mouse House, Mouse Mat 
Kick Off Il 1 Meg with upgrade 
inc Clock 

Quality 2nd disk drive 

Disc boxes 3 1/2" holds 40 
Disc boxes 3 1/2" holds 80 
Blank disks Sony unbranded 


with labels 
Castle Warrior 
£3.99 


HOTLINE NUMBER 0458 74011 © HOTLINE NUMBER 0458 74011 


For newcomers and experienced users alike 


GETYHE MOST 
OUT OF YOUR ST 


ee" 


® 


“The most comprehensive 
compilation of ST hints, tips, 
cheats and buying guides 
ever published!” 


ET THE MOST FROM YOUR ST, written 
G by FORMAT Deputy Editor Mark 

Higham, reviews the wealth of 
software and hardware designed for your ST, 
including technical tips and game cheats that 
never made the pages of ST FORMAT. 

Find out which word processor you really 
need to write letters. Track down the trickiest 
cheats to the very best games. Discover the 
foremost DIP package for laying out 
newsletters. Get wise to the finest sequencer 
for compiling tracks. Uncover the ultimate 
graphics package to design posters. Everything 
is put under the microscope in GET THE MOST 
FROM YOUR ST. 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM 


1 

I 

1 

i Please note that availability of GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR ST is [CTE Sp Seo ono SS eerecOUCOSECcop Soca. 
} strictly limited. Order now to save yourself bitter disappointment! 

ee ee ee GL) yh hetieeine Sucetotewe meee Postcode: _____________ 
1 

| Telephone cee soe cco oso ; an 

' Yes, | would like to order -------~-- copy/copies of | wish to pay by Access/Visa 

1 GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR ST at the recommended price of £9.95. lenclose a cheque for£__________ (*please delete as appropriate) 

I (Please add £1.45 per copy to cover p&p.) 

SAVE £1.50 My credit card number is: __________..----------------- 
1 

1 F : 

| Yes, | would like to order === =~ ~~ copy/copies of GET THE MOST OUT Expiry date: _______ ~~~ ~~ ------------------------- 
i OF YOUR ST plus two disks at current price of £13.95. Ws 

‘ (Please add £1.45 per copy to cover p&p.) Signed l? Bisco. uk 2 Se ee a eee ee 
' If paying by cheque, please enclose payment with this card in a sealed envelope addressed to: ST FORMAT Book Offer, FREEPOST, Future Publishing Ltd, The Old Barn, Somerton, 

; Somerset TA11 7BR. (No stamp is needed if the letter is posted in the UK.) Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 


If you can’t afford to buy the professional 
packages, how about taking a dip into the 
Public Domain? GET THE MOST FROM YOUR ST 
lists all the best PD software across all fields to 
help you discover where your interests really lie 
without breaking your bank manager’s heart. 
There’s also a comprehensive guide to Britain’s 
best ST Public Domain libraries. 

But the book is more, much more, than just 
reviews. It also explains all those weird word 
processing and DTP terms, describes what 
equipment you need to build your own 
(remarkably cheap) recording studio and details 
the merits of different programming languages. 

Then, when you get your software home, 


refer to the tips sections and find out how 
to get the very most from your software 
and hardware. 

Subjects covered in the book include word 
processors, desktop publishing, games, 
public domain, scanners, hard and 
floppy drives, monitors, printers, graphics, 
business, communications, video, education, 
programming, emulators and more! 

Two optional companion disks accompany 
the book. These contain a professional-quality 
word processor, one of the all-time best comms 
packages, an absorbing game, a virus checker, 
brilliant art programs, educational software and 
really crucial utilities. stf 


ST 


FORMAT 


ALLOWS MULTIPLE ACCOUNTS 


MACHINES IF POSSIBLE 

CAN HANDLE 28 BUDGETS 

4 DIFFERE| BHARTSuG 
BLE’ 


KID PUBLISHER 


ST FORMAT (2) 


Keep your issues together in this high quality binder with ST 
FORMAT printed on the spine. 


8 


Amazing two disk PD graphics compilation including 
Neochrome, Ani ST and a host of other graphics utilities. 


Includes full eight page manual. Description Price Order No 
Description Price Order No One Binder £4.95 STH12 
Grape £9.99 $1350 Two Binders _ £9.00 ST1122 
{ Brumleve q 

See the demo on Cover Disk issue 11. Excellent DTP Microdeal 


package for young computer users which enables them to 
create simple documents and diagrams. 


Description Price 
Kid Publisher £29.99 


HOW TO ORDER... 


Just make a note of the 
product name and order number 
and fill in the order form opposite 

Or ring our Hotline number on 


Based on the original PFM, this new enhanced version is 
designed to give you even better contol over your money. 
Description Price Order No 


£29.95 $T359 


Order No 


$7343 Personal Finance Manager 


BACK 
ISSUE 


= 


See page 149 for our 
remarkable subscription offer of 
FREE SOFTWARE! 


AMIGA FORMAT (boo!). 


AUTOMATICALLY BALANCES| 
AGAINST STATEMENTS/BANK| 


PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGES: PLUS” 


Want to complete your 
collection of the ultimate ST 
magazine with disks included? 
Postage and packing included! 
ST/AMIGA FORMAT 
Unfortunately we now no longer have any 
copies at all of any issue of ST/AMIGA 


FORMAT, the magazine out of which were 
born ST FORMAT (hurrah!) and crappy old 


THE LATEST AND GREATEST ST 


DAYS OF THUNDER 


© HiSoft 


For sheer programming speed there’s only one choice: 
program directly in 68000 assembler language using 
HiSoft’s Devpac. 


Description Price Order No 
Devpac ST £44.95 $7315 
(o) Mindscape 


This exhilarating racing game features breathtaking polygon 
vector graphics and digitised sound. The game captures all 
the racing action of the film starring Tom Cruise. 


Description Price 
£17.95 


Order No 


Days of Thunder ST355 


ISSUE 
ISSUE 1-8 
ISSUE 9 
ISSUE 10 
SSUE 11 
ISSUE 12 
ISSUE 13 
SSUE 14 
ISSUE 15 
SSUE 16 
ISSUE 17 
ISSUE 18 


PRICE 
SOLD OUT 
£3.45 
£3.45 
£3.45 
£3.45 
£3.45 
£3.45 
£3.45 
£3.45 
£3.45 
£4.45 


ORDER N 
SORRY 
STFO9 
STF10 
STF11 
STF12 
STF13 
STF14 
STF15 
STF16 
STF17 
STF18 


OFFERS AT THE BEST POSSIBLE PRICES! 


a CS 


DELUXEPAINT ST 


CAPTIV 


Electronic Arts 


The art package no self-respecting artist should be without! 
DeluxePaint sets new standards for creativity software 


© MPH 


Low cost, high quality sampled music player. Comes with a 
built in drum machine and a disk full of trendy samples. See 


veh 


See page 149 for 
our remarkable 
subscription offer of 
FREE SOFTWARE 


d 


FORMAT GOLD T-SHIRT 


MASTERSOUND 


QO 


Brilliant new FORMAT Gold T-shirts. Be a true winner by 
wearing the ultimate accolade across your chest. 


enabling you to set new standards for your ST artwork. Cover Disk issue 16 Description Price Order No 
Description Price Order No Description Price Order No E Gold Shirt L £5.95 $1348 
DeluxePaint ST £44.95 $1356 TCB Tracker £36.95 $T358 E Gold Shirt XL £5.95 ST349 
49) Mindscape ® Millennium A) Microdeal 


The fantastic new science fiction fantasy role-playing game 
written by veteren programmer Tony Crowther. Send remote 
controlled droids across the universe to rescue you! 


Description Price Order No 


Is this the toughest game of all time? You need nerves of 
steel to work your way through the tortuous levels in Steve 
Bak's latest game. 


Description Price Order No 


Captive £17.95 ST357 


A low cost, high quality sound sampler which enables you to 
record sound from your cassette or CD player and then edit 
the sound in practically any way you can imagine. 


Description Price Order No 


Yolanda £12.99 $7351 


Master Sound £29.95 ST360 


tami tetanetomnfonntanetomstanetanetanstanstanetanetans tans Tonetountanetany tans tanetanstanrtanstanstanrtanetanstonstanntanstanstantantanstanetantenstanstan tanta lam tamten tan aman an 


No stamp required if posted in the UK, Channel Islands or the Isle of Man 


Name 
For 

orders call 
Trevor for 
prices on 
0458 74011 

Postcode 

Telephone 


TOTAL ORDER 


SEND THIS FORM TO: Trevor Witt, ST 
FORMAT, The Old Barn, Freepost, 


Ich i 
Please make all cheques payable in pounds Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7PY 


sterling to Future Publishing Limited. 


UTILITIES review 


“top class CAD 


Dumping drawing board, scale rules and pencils into the trashcan, 
Peter Crush uses just his ST mouse to design a better rodent trap 


GFA Draft Plus 3 
MACHINE: ALL STs 

PRICE: £99.95 

FROM: GFA DATA MEDIA (UK) LTD 
CONTACT: 0734 794941 


n increasing number of architects and 
A draughtsmen use Computer Aided 

Design (CAD) to produce technical 
drawings and plans necessary for manufactur- 
ing. The advantages are many — speed, accu- 
racy, and the convenient ability to alter complex 
drawings quickly. The design can even be 
saved onto disk and sent to the manufacturers 
of the finished item. Up until now, however, CAD 
has been prohibitively expensive, so news of 
GFA Draft Plus 3 - a CAD program for the ST 
that gives you change out of £150 — has got to 
be interesting. 

It comes on two disks with an extensive 
manual, complete with index. The main pro- 
gram is only 250K in size and so runs on any 
ST including the STE. It drives a colour monitor 
in medium res, or a mono monitor in high res. 
You can install it onto a hard drive, or run it 
from a floppy disk system. On loading, a file 


Desk Preset Lines Windon Symbols Options Inage File 


EDIT Th, 8.30 mn_X-POS! 


6,500 Y-POS: 143,500 nn 


& A German program, a German car. The 
X and Y coordinates in millimetres below 
the menu bar show the cursor position 


DRAW, DON’T MAP 


With an Art program like Degas or Canvas the 
image consists of pixels — it is “bit mapped.” If 
you enlarge a section of it, all you get is a 
bigger view of the square blocks that make up 
the picture. With a Drawing or CAD program, 
the image is made with “vector graphics.” The 
computer stores the picture as a collection of 
lines, each with a starting point (defined by an 
X and a Y coordinate), a length, and an angle. 
When you zoom in on a section of a drawing, 
you see these vectors displayed identically at 
each level of magnification. The vectors stored 
in memory are accurate to within a millimetre. 

You can output the finished design to a 
printer or a plotter, or use pens of different 
thicknesses and colours to highlight details in 
the drawing. GFA Draft Plus 3 can output to a 
range of plotters as well as the normal Epson 
type dot matrix printers, inkjet printers and the 
Atari laser printer. 
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Desk Preset Lines Window Synbols Options Image File 
= Th. 0.30 mn _X-POS 


7,000 Y=POS: 252,000 nn 


@ Pressing the [Tab] key switches out 
the icons, leaving you more room on the 
screen (sorry, drawing board). Pressing 
[Tab] again returns them back to view 


selector appears, enabling you to read in an 
existing drawing or create a new one. 

The total work area is a window of up to 
1365 mm square, and you can move about this 
in all directions using the normal GEM scroll 
bars. The drawing itself can be viewed in a 
number of user-variable magnifications. Two 
columns of icons displayed to the left of the 
screen control the most often used features of 
the program, so you can select or de-select 
that particular mode or tool by clicking with the 
mouse as well as from the usual pull-down 
menus along the top of the screen. 

You draw lines or other geometric shapes 
such as circles, rectangles and polygons simply 
by clicking and dragging the mouse. All shapes 
are “rubber banded,” as in all good graphics 
software, and text can be added in many differ- 
ent styles and sizes. 

GFA Draft Plus 3 can’t produce Pe cage 
drawings, only two-dimensional ones, but this is 
fine for most purposes. The 3D CAD software 
available elsewhere is much more expensive 
and complicated, although GFA are at this very 
moment working on such a 3D program which 
is to be compatible with GFA Draft Plus 3. 

The program has a library of over 100 sym- 
bols and you can design and add custom sym- 
bols, assigning them to function keys for easy 
recall. Add to this the program's ability to read 
in and execute Hewlett Packard Graphic Lan- 
guage commands, plus those written in GFA 
Basic, and this completes a pretty full 
specification. The DXF data format supported 


Desk Preset Lines Window Synbols Options Inage File 
EDIT. 
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@ Here you are zooming in on your 
kitchen. You can increase magnification 
still further and even examine the sink’s 
plughole without losing picture detail 


SOME OTHER CADS 


Here is a round-up of some of the competition 
that faces GFA Draft Plus 3. There are plenty of 
commercial CAD packages for the ST, but 
hardly any Public Domain programs except 
demo versions of those mentioned below. 
Contact your usual PD library (directory, page 
130) or the producers below for demos. 

@ Waltec Computers have a CAD program 
called ARKEY. Originally developed in the 
Netherlands, this program must be the most 
expensive ST application ever, with a price tag 
of over two grand! It does however produce 2D 
or 3D images of the design you are working on. 
An immensely powerful piece of software for 
real upmarket professional use with a price to 
match. Requires 1MByte RAM. 

Waltec Computers = 0274 491341 

@ Expressworks offer DynaCADD, another 2D 
and 3D architectural and technical drawing pro- 
gram. This runs on both the ST and the PC-con- 
temptible, with data exchangeable between the 
two. DynaCADD sells for £650 plus VAT, and 
offers an amazing range of features at a fraction 
of the price of similar PC software. Discounts 
are available for educational users. Requires 
1MByte RAM and double sided drive. 
Expressworks 2 0252 726255 

™@ Campus Draft is an entry-level CAD program 
available from Power Computing at only £70. 
This one is 2D only, and ean produce drawings 
This is a really nice lit- 
tle program with som xcellent features, and 
could be ideal for students or for the production 
of small engineering-type drawings. It can run 
ona 520 ST. 

Power Computing Ltd = 0234 273000 


means you can use your designs on any other 
computer like a PC-contemptible and even 
within other CAD software! stf 

GFA offer a generous discount of £50 and 
£100 respectively for owners of GFA Draft 

2 and GFA Draft plus 1.5 who want to swap 
their old software for the new version 


FORMAT RATINGS 


GFA DRAFT PLUS 3/£149.95 
GFA Data Media/z 0374 794941 


Features | 85% 


Enough features here for full professional use 


Speed =| 80% 
Re-drawing on complex designs takes some time 
but is still 100 timés faster than by hand 
Ease of Use, 

You have a job to go wrong here! 


Results | 90% 
Once you master/this, even Prince Charles would 
approve your architectural designs! 


FORMAT VALUE 90% 
Useable on a low spec ST, fully featured yet easy to 
use and cheap ; 


90% 


The Competition 
At this price, there is nothing to touch it for value 


issue 19-FEBRUARY-91 


ATARI REPAIRS COMPETITIVE PRICE 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 
* Over 10 years experience with Atari computers a7 
* 20 qualified technician engineers at your disposal 
* Most computers will be turned around in just 24 hours! 


* Prices include full service check, overhaul and soak-test 
* All repairs covered by a 90 day warranty 


* * Simply send your machine along with a £15 diagnostic fee * * 
and we will send you a written quote for the cost of repairing your machine, typically £45.00 


How to take advantage of this exceptional offer: 
Simply send or hand deliver your machine to the workshop address detailed below, enclosing payment and this advert 
and we will do the rest. (If possible, please include a daytime telephone number and fault description). 


WTS ELECTRONICS LTD 
— Studio Master House, Chaul End Lane, Luton, Beds, LU4 8EZ. 
VISA Telephone (0582) 491949 (4 lines) | 


312" DISKS inc 
LABELS 
These disks are 
100% error free and VHS E1 80s 
UU te EL UCT e-Laws §=6VHS video tapes, high quality made 
replacement. Send SAE and we will under license from JVC (Victor 


RCM a Cm em ict§ §Company of Japan) with full money 
quantity only. We're sure you will back guarantee. No quibbles 


MG SUPPLIEQ = 
aes 


For all your computer needs 


AMICA's SEGA JAVARO ST's 


"£379 omy siso 3 £289 


ALL PRICES HAVE NO HIDDEN EXTRAS | 7 


SMG SUPPLIES 
DISKS 13 Pine Close 
FROM Bradley, Wrexham 


36p CLWYD LL11 4BQ 


{iy (0978) 758842 


order from us in the future. £1.50 


520 STFM Discovery Pack £267 
POSSO BOXES Power Pack £345.00 


Holds 150 31/2” 1040 STE £420.00 


disks in attractive black All above includes VAT and free 
holiday accommodation booklet. 


£16.95 For hardware add £6 P&P. 


All prices inc VAT send KYC DISKS 
51 Barmouth Road, Wandsworth 
Cheques or Postal Orders To 
MANY ITEMS NOT LISTED PLEASE PHONE London SW18 207 
Open 7 days a week from 10-7pm phone : 081 870 0469 (i) 
Micro Sh ; 
NOP B.Ware Software 
17 Albert Road, Barnoldswick, Lancs, BB8 5AA 
TeL: (0282) 816726 Fax: (0282) 817008 HNC! ae Buin 
Commodore Amiga A500 Packs Atari ST/E Packs KO So 
A500 Basic E Atari 520ST-FM Discovery Pack £269.00 
Wf Atari 520ST-E Turbo Pack . £359.00 Super Card 2 £29.95 "Simplicity itself to operate, and 
Screen Gems evice eon |eacae. 0405 TE bxtralback ee MY even those with little experience of database applications should have 
Screen Gems A501 d Atarisliymx iiassccsrevetevss estiaee £159.00 little if aayetel : ae MO HentiTes inns Lorian 
Class of the 90's (First Steps).£529.00 | Atari Megafile 30 Meg Hard Drive ..£434.00 a e if any De dit a Hugs Bane Clete features), eFastand Bitengyy, 
Class of the 90's ....cececeseeee: £529.00 | Atari Megafile 44 Meg Hard Drive ..£794.00 Very Low Cost" - Micro Mart Nov 1990 
Cumana external disk drive .....£69.99 | Atari Megfile 60 Meg Hard Drive .£584.00 £24-95 " ‘xcelle roeram" 
Commodore A590 Hard Disk.£269.00 | Atari Mouse .......scssscsssssssssseseseeeeeee £22.59 See ca ona £19.95 an ercaeg ETE, 
Commodore1352 mouse £29.99 | Atari VCS consoles... from £36.99 Fast, Reliable an Inexpensive u Very oy ue Oe } 
"Indispensable", "Should Be In Everyone's Collection", 
PRINTERS "Great Value", "BUY IT!" - New Atari User. Issue 44. 
B.Base IT £14.95 "Extremely Good Value" - Monitor 
Magazine. 
PERIPHERALS & ACCESSORIES Be Write £ ??? Excellent and 
Philips CM8833 ! 3.5 INCH BULK DISKS a : ; 
eae ae eRe a SORMUIVERBATING Affordable Document Processor. 
Atari SM124 Monitor . 100% Error free, 135 TPI 
Contriver Mouse 
We also stock a wide variety of ee CO Heli 
consumables and printer ribbons, (23 AW Im/pen Hin) 
leads etc. Call for availability. = © 
Billy Bounce / Jump Jack / Penguin 
"Superbly Illustrated", "Amusing and Frustrating", 
TF | Disk Labels $00. care To Become A Classic" - ST User. £14.95 
5 | Disk Labels 1000 
PAYABLE TO: MICRO SHOP AND SEND’ All disks carry a lifetime guarantee Cheques Payable to B.Bytes Computer 
rh ss rel Systems, 19 Southfield Road, Hinckley, 
All prices include V.A.T. Please allow 6 days for delivery. HE. Leics, LE10 1UA. - Access/Visa/Am Ex. Tel 
Full range of IBM PC & Compatible Hardware at low prices. _& BA, (0455, ) 613377 9-5:30 Mon-Sat. 
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LETTERS 


ST FORMAT opens 
mouth, inserts foot 


| read with interest the story on us Bitmaps (STF 
18), as there seems to have been a substantial 
misunderstanding. 

The comment attributed to me that implied 
that Ocean and Codemasters games were “a 
load of rubbish” was taken entirely out of its 
context. The question that the interviewer asked 
was in specific relation to music in games. At 
the Bitmap Brothers, we have been trying to 
ensure that all areas of our games are as well 
designed, programmed etc. as possible. One of 
the advances that 16-bit technology has brought 
has been the ability to use a much greater vari- 
ety of audio material and, from working with 
Bomb The Bass on Xenon 2 through to Nation 
12 for Speedball 2, we have consistently tried 
to use the best and most appropriate musicians 
available to us, whether or not they are “com- 
puter musicians.” 

As computer entertainment becomes more 
and more creatively “mainstream,” so will the 
talents that it employs; artists from all fields of 
entertainment and consumer electronics will 
start to bring their varied talents to our indus- 
tries, creating new demands on us as producers 
to develop only the very best products. Soft- 
ware developers and publishers need to recog- 
nise this as being more than a minor trend and 
set out to raise the standards of all the creative 
aspects of entertainment software. 

| hope that this gives you a clearer under- 
standing of our opinions and ambitions. 

Mike Montgomery, 
The Bitmap Brothers 


stf Thanks, Mike, for clearing up an innocent 
misunderstanding. The Bitmaps interview as we 
received it was some five times the length we 
were able to use. It seems that at some stage 
in the “boiling down” process, we somehow 
managed to turn a constructive and specific 
observation into a generalised and dismissive 
one. It’s quite an achievement to embarrass the 
Bitmaps and upset both Ocean and Codemas- 
ters with a single quote — apologies all round. 


Spaced out 
| was shocked by the shoddy work of Sean Mas- 
terson when he reviewed Origin’s Space Rogue. 
Several of us here in Kansas City are engrossed 
in this wonderful space adventure. If Mr Master- 
son had played with a good joystick and a hard 
drive most of his complaints would have van- 
ished. It is sad to think of the people who will 
miss out on another fine release from Origin just 
because Sean was permitted to review this 
game. In future, perhaps you could assign more 
than one reviewer to a project or assign Mr Mas- 
terson only to arcade games. 
Stephen Klick 
Kansas City, USA 


stf For what it’s worth, Stephen, a few of the 
guys in the office checked out Space Rogue 
after reading Sean’s rather harsh review (STF 
16; 30%). We too disagreed with his rating, 
though for a somewhat different reason: in our 
humble opinion Space Rogue is far worse and 
not worth one tenth of the asking price. Any 
game which depends on you needing a hard 
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Write to: FEEDBACK, ST FORMAT, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath BAI 2BW 


drive in order to enjoy it deserves all the critical 
slating it gets. 


A complaint floods in 
| wish to complain about the service | received 
from Electronic Arts in relation to the game 


Flood. | discovered a problem: whenever you 
lose all your lives the game crashes, so you 
have to reload it. When | rang EA they said it 
was not a bug but a glitch on the disk, so | 
promptly sent it back, after being told that a 
replacement would be sent within a week. 


STRAIGHT TO THE POINT | 


There’s no room for wibble 


@ What happened to this month’s issue 
(December)? It was so heavy {| injured my 


back attempting to carry it home from the | 


newsagents! I take it there’s no chance of 
you giving away a wheelbarrow on the cover 
of next month’s issue? 

DP Hackett, Westburn, Glasgow 


@ Please include the odd Care Bear, Empire 
or Lost Boys demo on your Cover Disk. Also 
include a picture file converter which can 
change Spectrum 512, Neo, Degas, and 
Amiga Games machine IFF to, Neo, AGM IFF, 
eee as | cannot find one any- 
Lee Coombs 
- Demos are very. ‘space consuming, but if we 
get inundated with requests we'll soon be 
doing as many as you want. As to the file 
converter, good idea, Lee, you'll definitely 
want to get your hands on the ST FORMAT 
two-disk Graphics Collection (£9.99, order 
number ST350 - see the Special Offers 
pages, page 164), which also includes com- 
plete versions of NeoChrome and Ani ST, a 
manual and oodles of conversion utilities. 


@ After reading your article on PD libraries 
(STF 16} me and my friend are considering 
starting a PDL, but first | have some ques< 
tions to ask you: 
1) Can you start a PDL at any age (i am 13 
and he’s 14)? 
2) Do you need a licence to start a PDL? 
3) Can you copy PD disks and sell them or do 
_you have to sell the original disk? 
4) Where the hell can you get PD disks for 30 
or 50p each? — 
: Darren Hughes © 
Yes, though Vd strongly suggest you get 
: upport; (2) No; (3) There’s no 
original” PD disks - they’re all 


copies (that’s the whole idea); (4) You can’t. 

But buy blanks in bulk - see the ads in this _ 
very magazine - do your own copying and — 
you're away. Let us know eed you er on, 


—™ Cut down on the sexual innuangie: as 
impressionable teenagers like me might be : 
reading! : 
Alex Buono, London 
- Is this guy for real? When I was an pre: 
sionable teenager | spent most of my tim 
looking for sexual innuendo, and bein 
terly Hsappotnied § when I didnt # find é 


@ Who is the female in the FORMA 

Shirt? / 
A.N. Onymous  _ 
~ Her name’s Deborah, you can find her thi 
month on page 153 and the picture aes ! 
nearly do her justice. 


@ How about a series on more advanced pro- | 
gramming, not so much in a specific lan- 
guage, but the theory behind it. I'd like to see 
one on Vector graphics. In games reviews, | 
would love to know what the game was wee eA 
ten with/on. i 
Matt Dixon 

Horsham, West Sussex 

~ Neat idea. Support, anyone? 


I’ve ordered all the back copies still avail- 
able and now own all the copies bar one, 
STF 1. Is there any way of getting hold of a 
copy to complete a full set? | would, i 
course, be willing to pay. : 
Anthony Wood, Sittingbourne, Kent 

~ if anyone out there has any copie: 
first issue they’d be willing to flog, 
your name, address and the pri : 
ing. We'll do the rest (without 
commission, honest guv!). ( 
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Easy To Install 


Upgrading the memory of your Atari ST has 
never been easier using Third Coast’s range of 
memory upgrade boards. We have plug in 
upgrade boards to take your machine upto a 
realistic 4 Megabytes so you get no more out of 
memory headaches. Third Coast’s range of 
memory expansion boards take around 1/2 an 
hour to install and come supplied with full 
fitting instructions for all revisions of Atari’s. If 
you should get into any difficulty fitting any of 
our memory upgrade boards are technical staff 
will give you any assistance you need over the 
telephone. Third Coast’s memory upgrade 
boards are fitted by plugging a socket over the 
MMU chip and the Video shifter chip and 
require no soldering whatsoever. 


Expansion Policy To 4MB 


With Third Coast’s 1/2 megabyte plug in board 
for Atari’s with and without surface mount 
MMU chips we offer an expansion policy to 
4MB. What this entails is, if you purchase a 1/2 
megabyte expansion board from us and you 
decide you need either 2.5 megabytes or 4 
megabytes. Return the board to us and we will 
discount you the price tou paid for the 1/2 
megabyte board off the current price of the 2.5 
megabyte or the 4 megabyte board. You are not 
left with 16 useless chips like the solution 
offered by offers but merely a cost effective 
simple way of upgrading your machine to 1 
megabyte, 2.5 megabytes and eventually to a 
full 4 megabytes. 

Expansion Options 

If you have a 520STM, 520STFM or even a 
520STFM with surface mount MMU chip we 
have the solution to take your machine upto 1 
megabyte with the expansion policy to 4 
megabytes as described above. Third Coast also 
offer expansion to 2.5 and 4 megabytes for 
520ST owners. For 1040ST and Mega 1 owners 
we have an expansion board to take your 
machine upto 2 megabytes, 2.5 megabytes and 
4 megabytes. For Mega 2 owners we offer a plug 
in board to take your machine to 4 megabytes. 


Fully Compatible 


Third Coast’s range of expansion boards are all 
auto configuring and compatible with all 
software for the Atari ST. 


Warranty 

All memory expansion boards carry a full 12 
months warranty and free 12 months telephone 
support. 


Software 

All Third Coast ram upgrades come supplied 
with a ram checker which checks every chip on 
the upgrade so you know if you have fitted the 
upgrade correctley. Also included is a ram 
disk, print spooler and several other useful 
public domain utilities. 


1MB Internal Floppy And Upgrade 


For those Atari owners who have a machine 
with 1/2MB drive and memory we offer a IMB 
internal drive and a 1/2MB soldering upgrade 
kit for the special price of £99.99 


Upgrades Available Upto A Realistic 4 Megabytes! 


y ete te esl esl asl a 
ig 


e 


specialists In Atari han porades 


ST Format "The very best ram upgrade 
boards on the market” 


1/2 megabyte plug in board Atari ST User September 1990 
Ease Of Use-Good” 


“Features-Excellent 


Z-Ram 4MB expansion board Atari ST User July 1990 


“Features—-Excellent 


Pricing 

520ST-1040 Ram Upgrade Kit Requires Soldering. . 
520ST-1040 Plug In Board Socketed MMU Chip. . . 
520ST-1040 Plug In Board Surface Mount MMU. . . 
520ST-2.5MB Plug In Board Expandable to 4MB . 
520ST—4MB Plug In Solderless ExpansionBoard. . . 
1040ST—2MB Board Requires Minor Soldering. . . 
1040ST-—2.5MB Plug In Board Expandable to 4MB. . 
1040ST—4MB Plug In Solderless Expansion Board. 
Mega 1—4.MB Plug In Solderless Expansion Board . . 
Mega 2—4MB Plug In Solderless Expansion Board . 
520-1040 Plug In Board Unpopulated 

(takes 4 256"4 Drams)..........----2----- 


1040—2MB Unpopulated Board (32 2561 Drams) . . 


4MB Board Unpopulated (16 or 32 megabit Drams) . 


£49.99 
£79.99 
£94.99 


. £189.99 


£324.99 


£169.99 


£189.99 


. £324.99 


£324.99 


- £189.99 


£49.99 
£69.99 
- £69.99 


Ease Of Use-Good ” 


RII Interferance 

All Third Coast’s ram upgrade boards fit 
under the RFI shielding so that you get no 
interferance on your screen, 


For more information on any of Third Coast's 
products please return the form below to the 
address listed at the top of the page. 


Please Make Cheques/Postal Orders Paybable To 
Third Coast Technologies Ltd. We Also Accept 
Access And Visa Over The Telephone. 


> 


LETTERS 


LANGUAGE BARRIER 


We’ve had lots of letters taking up 
! Lloyd’s accusation in STF 17 that 
we're guilty of fruity language. Here’s a 
selection. 


@ Besides any moral consideration, when 
a journalist uses a swear word in the 
context of your magazine, he is simply 
showing he has recourse to a limited and 
unimaginative vocabulary. Swearing 
does not contribute to language nor 
enhance communication; it impoverishes 
the former and renders dull the latter. 
Greg Mann, 

Romney Marsh, Kent 


| ™@ Too many computer magazines today 
are falling over themselves in their haste 
to target their language at the lowest 
common denominator, namely these 16 
year old gamesters who seem to use 
words like “orgasmic” and “awesome” to 
describe anything remotely interesting. 
While there is not actually anything 
wrong with this, it may fail to impress 
some more mature readers. Before you 
write me off as an elder, | am a 28 year 
old programmer who uses his ST for 
games and serious stuff in roughly equal 
quantities. 
Stephen Murgan 
Leytonstone, London 


I am bloody furious, me. I Lioyd (STF 
17) is talking crap when he says, “there 
is nothing clever about swearing.” 1! 
‘should know, I am the only Professor of 
Foul Language here at Coventry Institute 
of Education and Technology. Recent 
experiments have shown that people 
who swear regularly can drink 30% more 
beer, have IQs 60% larger than normal, 
and are 99% less likely to become a bor- 
ing old fart. 

Prof B Liar 


@ Having just finished my first browse 
through STF 17, I feel | must have my 
two-pennorth in reply to I Lloyd of Lin- 
coin. Quite simply, what utter tripe! 

1 am a widowed mother of three 
school-age children. One of the last 


things my husband 
_did before he died 
earlier this year was 
to provide his family 
with a 520STE and 


printer. Being com- 
pletely alien myself to the computer 
world, apart from a spot of word process- 
ing, | found myself recently in need of 
some kind of guidance. 

After trying several of the publica- 
tions available ! decided, with the 
help of my twelve-year old son, to 


After a fortnight and two phone calls | had 
still not received a replacement, so | rang again. 
They then said that it was a bug and that Bull- 
frog were fixing it. 

Last week, seven weeks after my disk was 
sent to Electronic Arts, | rang them again. This 
time they said they were concentrating on Pow- 
ermonger, so they would not be fixing the pro- 
gram until this was completed. 

How can they justify this treatment of exist 
ing customers? Did they not playtest the game? 
How many customers will purchase further 
goods from them knowing that there may be 
bugs in the games which won't get fixed for 
many months, during which they will be bereft of 
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become a regular buyer of ST FORMAT. 
Why? 

Because you provide information 
about my machine and the uses I can put 
it to in a form which I can understand. 
Because you neither talk down to me as 
if ’'m an imbecile (I may be, but that’s 
beside the point), nor do you assume 
that I have a degree in computer studies. 
And certainly because of the language. 

I find it witty and entertaining, and 
proof that you are human in that office. 
You occasionally print a word that | 
wouldn’t use personally, but I find it 
impossible to take offence because it’s 
obvious from the tone of your remarks 
that they’re meant to be taken lightly 
with no offence intended. 

As far as I’m concerned, keep your 
editorial red pens to yourselves and 
carry on with the good work - talking of 
which, could we please have more of 
your “Back To Basics” (STF 15)? I may 
be just the wrong side of 40, but I’m still 
In nappies as far as handling the “brain- 
box” is concerned. 

Sandra Arnold 
Chorly, Lancashire 


stf Greg: you surely cannot be serious. Swear- 
ing — however you define it — can hardly exhibit 
“imited and unimaginative vocabulary,” impov- 
erish language or render communication dull — 
trite and superficial arguments | recall my 
teachers using when they very evidently could 
think of no better reason why we shouldn't 
refer to bodily activities that all of us do and 
none of us is supposed to talk about. 

if you’ve ever looked at a dictionary of 
slang you'll discover just how varied and imagi- 
native are the terms for those functions. 
Surely there are much better reasons why we 
shouldn't swear than these, such as the fact 
that it offers Prof B Liar (not to mention TV sit- 
com writers) so much cheap and worthless 
comic material? 

As for Steve Murgan’s not altogether con- 
vincing attempt to mimic the language of com- 
puter magazines (“orgasmic’? Give us a 
break!), | might point out that the ST FORMAT 
team contains three graduates, two with first 
class honours, as well as a Doctor of Philoso- 
phy (Oxon) — yes, really — and none of us 
believes for one moment that we’re aiming at 
the lowest common denominator, which is an 
immensely patronising and thoroughly uncon- 
vincing way of writing. 

Sandra Arnold's contribution strikes me as 
the most intelligent one we've had to this 
frankly not very illuminating debate. Isn't there 
anyone who can put up a reasoned argument 


the software? Were you supplied with a pre-pro- 
duction version which did not contain this bug? 

If this experience is typical of Electronic 
Arts then | will not be purchasing any products 
off them in the future. 

C J Whiteman 
Baxender, Lancashire 


stf | must begin by saying that a complaint 
about EA is rare indeed. However, | showed 
your letter to Simon Jeffreys of EA’s Marketing 
and Press Relations Department, who replies 
thus: “Mr Whiteman seems to have been the 
unfortunate victim of circumstance. All EA prod- 
ucts receive a substantial amount of playtesting. 


Flood ST shipped with a bug we were unware 
of. If the player loses all of Quiffy’s lives without 
qualifying for the high score table, the game 
crashes. Fortunately, this is a rare occurrence 
as a very low score has to be achieved to man- 
age this, but unfortunately, our playtesters 
reached the table at all times. Also, the bug is 
only apparent on STs with a 1985 ROM, and we 
have only one machine with this configuration. 

“This has been reflected in the number of 
returns, we have had a total of four disks 
returned, including Mr Whiteman’s, and it was 
these returns that alerted us to the problem. By 
the time this letter is printed, a fixed version of 
the game will be available and will be sent out 
free of charge to any customer who sends in his 
or her original disk. 

“Please allow me_ this opportunity to 
express our sincere apologies to Mr Whiteman 
and any other owners of Flood who have been 
inconvenienced. We have written to Mr White- 
man with regard to this matter and hope that he 
will be more satisfied with the outcome.” 


Softsellers from hell 


At the beginning of July 1990 my son sent off to 
Softsellers a cheque for £19. This cheque was 
cashed within seven days of posting but, as yet, 
he is still waiting for the software to arrive. | 
have still not heard anything from them despite 
a further letter sent in mid-November asking for 
either the return of the money or the ordered 
software. 

D R Mortlock 

Basingstoke, Hants 


stf We have just about the worst possible news 
DR Mortlock and anyone else in the same situa- 
tion could hear: Softsellers have gone bust - 
see the item in this month's News pages, begin- 
ning page 9, for instructions as to what you can 
do about it, although we don’t hold out much 


hope. ae ; 
One suggestion is to use credit cards when 


ordering mail order software, since that way 
you have some insurance and will get back, so 
I'm told, most of what you pay out. 


Single doubt, again 
With reference to Steve Boulton’s letter in STF 
16. When will ST owners with single-sided drives 
realise that they are out of date? If they wish to 
avoid the hassle of sending away for disks, they 
should buy a double-sided drive. If people want 
quality games like Operation Stealth to be 
playable then they must expect them to come 
on double-sided disks. Can you imagine using 
six single-sided disks for Operation Stealth? Buy 
a double-sided drive or suffer! 

Mark Escreet 
Sproatley, Hull 


stf |'m sure single-sided drive owners every- 
where will thank you for your calm, considered 
views. Would you mind telling them how they 
can do it without spending nearly £100? And 
explaining to them why they should suffer when 
they were among the earliest people to support 
the ST? stf 


@ Send your non-techie letters to Feed- 
back, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath BA1 2BW. If it’s techie in any way 
send to DESKTOP at the same address. 
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30a School Road, Tilehurst, Reading, Berkshire RG3 5AN. 
Fax: (0734) 451239 


EXCLUSIVE TO RIVERDENE PDL 


Tel: (0734) 452416 


30p 


ST PROGRAMMER 
You too can program in 68000 assembly language 
and STOS Basic with this disk based magazine. 
Six issues only £12 (Overseas £18) 


PAINT MASTER 


Ever wanted to create 512 colour pictures with ease? 
Well here is the art package to do it, load it as an accessory 


in STOS Basic or use it as a stand alone art package. STOS 
Basic source code included for displaying your 512 colour 


pictures in your own programs. All this for only £14.99. 


31/2 DS/DD 


40 cap £3.50 
80 cap £4.00 
150 cap £10.75 


NEW LOW, LOW PRICES! 


51/4 DS/DD.. 20p 


51/4 DS/HD.. 38p 31/2 


Branded 
£4.99 
for 10 


31/2 DS/HD 70p 


51/4 BOXES 
50 cap £3.50 
100 cap £4.00 


* NO QUIBBLE GUARANTEE - FOR LIFE! 


ADD £4 P&P OR £9 NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


PUBLIC DOMAIN PACKS ONLY £5.50 
DEMO PACK 1 (3 DOUBLE SIDED DISKS): DELIRIOUS II, OVERDRIVE & DECADE 


DEMO PACK 2: LIFE'S A BITCH, POWER DEMO & TRANSBEUCE 
ST-E PACK: DELIRIOUS III, JUNGLE & ACIID 
ART PACK: NEOCHROME MASTER, PICSWITCH & DIGISYNTH 
MUSIC PACK: COSH SEQUENCER V2.3, MIDI SCOPE & SYNTH 50 
HOME UTILITIES: ST WRITER ELITE, DB MASTER & F-COPY III 


FREE PD CATALOGUE ON DISK 


(please state Atari ST or Amiga) 
when you send a blank disk and SAE to RIVERDENE PDL 


EN 


ACCESS AND VISA welcome 
WHY NOT VISIT OUR SHOP? 


Screen Gems... 
First Steps 
Class 90s ....... 
External Drive 


1/2 meg upgrade with Clock mn 

1/2 meg upgrade without clock....£29 
11/2 meg upgrade with clock 

11/2 meg upgrade without clock...£80 


ALL PRICES INCLUDING V.A.T 


WESTONING LTD 
12 SANDERSON ROAD, WESTONING, BEDFORD MK45 5JY 


TEL: 0525 718668 0836 775060 


SPECIALS 


Star LCQ20... £146 
Star LC200........6199 
Philips CM8833.£209 
Atari Discovery .£257 


COURSEMASTER 


The Computer Horseracing Program 


* RATES ANY RACE IN SECONDS - ANY DAILY NEWSPAPER IS ALL YOU NEED 

* NEVER out of date - Both N. Hunt & Flat - Fast Data Entry 

* AMAZING ACCURACY!!! - Now you CAN BEAT THE BOOKIE! 

© Works on the simple principle that FAST HORSES BEAT SLOW ONES!! 

* Clearly identifies best selection in every race plus these AMAZING features:- 

* First, Second and Third choice shown for Forecasts & Tricasts, etc 
Recommends most suitable type of bet 

* Actually works out your WINNINGS on most popular bets including SINGLES 
& DOUBLES, win and each way. PATENTS, YANKEES, CANADIANS, HEINZ etc 
GOOD EACH WAY and LONG ODDS bets clearly shown 

¢ Will PRINT out your BETTING SLIP for you 

© Maintains a BANK ACCOUNT - BET like PROFESSIONALS do! Records all your 
bets in any number of accounts, Keep a complete record of your betting or 
compare COURSEMASTER against your favourite tipster. 

© PLUS!!!! - The AMAZING COURSEMASTER SYSTEM. This superb betting system 
is included in the program. A system which regularly produces huge wins 
from small stakes. Try it! It can pay for itself many times over on the first day! 


Ee with 20 Page BETTING GUIDE and MANUAL 


@ £17.95 tapes, £19.95 discs, inc P&P + VAT 


PERM-MASTER 


If you are one of those pools punters who regularly uses the perm plans for 
entering your weekly coupon, (as we at Intraset recommend). Then it is often 
difficult to assess whether or not you have actually won. PERM-MASTER puts an 
end to that. With it you simply enter the number of points obtained for each of 
your selections, and PERM-MASTER does the rest. The program is supplied 
already with some of the top plans built in, but if your favourite is not there, then 
you can simply create your own, using the unique perm editor. 

© FAST and SIMPLE to use 

* UNIQUE PERM EDITOR allows you to add plans not supplied (Simply edit the X's) 
© For most BLOCK PERMS and SINGLE LINE plans, (Up to 25 selections) 


Available as for POOLSMASTER @ £17.95 inc P&P + VAT 


£ PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO 


* WHATEVER your MICRO is you can use it to make a good income! 

Even if you only have a couple of hours to spare each week. 

¢ We have put together a package of easy, sensible and practical business 
ideas which can easily be used by anyone with any micro. 

* No computer expertise required! 

* Earn £££'s from home doing what you enjoy doing - using your COMPUTER! It 
dosen't matter which model. 

* You probably already have all you need to start earning. 

* THOUSANDS of potential customers in your area who will GLADLY pay for your 
services, We will show you how to find them! 

° Full step by step guide to EARNING MONEY FROM YOUR MICRO. FREE 
BUSINESS IDEAS CASSETTE TAPE WITH EVERY COPY 


£12.95 inclusive 


Formerly ‘Pools Predictor’ by, Con Computer Systems) 
é Computer Football Book brecictor 

The amazing POOLSMASTER program is by far the best Pools Predictor we have 

ever seen, In just 10 weeks of trying this program ourselves, we won no less than 

12 dividends, the largest being nearly £300. Mr F. C. Hammond from Essex won 

nearly £10,000.00 in just 16 weeks. In his own words 'It's a licence to print money,’ 

POOLSMASTER is simple to use and requires only that you keep the league tables 

up to date using your usual newspaper. 

The result of many years research into the Football Pools by the programmer Martin 

Evans of C.C.S., the program is a materpiece of expertise, and is simplicity itself to 

use 

° Predicts Homes, Aways and Draws 

* No fiddly typing in of teams names etc and no redundant databases 

® Instant read-out or Hardcopy if you have a printer. 

* Uses scientific formula based on recent form home and away, league position, 
goals scored etc. It has long been realised that certain combinations of these 
factors return a much higher than average of draws than the laws of average 
would expect. POOLSMASTER looks for these factors and analyses their 
significance to give you the best possible chance of a win. 

* Also has a ‘Sequence Predictor' option. Many people believe that certain 
numbers on the coupon come up more often than others, and over a season 
patterns do seem to develop. The program analyses these patterns and 
predicts the numbers most likely to come up next. Certainly more scientific 
than sticking a pin in, or family birthdays etc 


If you do the POOLS then this is the Program for you. 
@ £17.95 tapes, £19.95 discs, inc P&P & VAT 


+++SPECIAL OFFER+++ 


SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS: Please state British or Australian version 
CONTAINING BOTH POOLSMASTER AND PERM-MASTER - £36.95 
CONTAINING POOLS, PERM and COURSEMASTER - £49.95 
BUY ANY THREE DISKS (OR TWO INCL COMPENDIUM) 
AND RECEIVE PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO ABSOLUTELY FREE 


THE GRAPHOLOGIST 


This program is a must for anyone interested in analysing their handwriting, or 
analysing other peoples. It is also very useful for analysing prospective 
employees handwriting. To use the program, a sample of handwriting is 
obtained, perferably in ink, From the main menu of the program you will be 
prompted and guided to examine each detail of the sample. You will then be 
taken through deeper and deeper sets of sub menus, all prompting you for 
relevant details of the writing, and the points to watch for, and add to the file if 
applicable 

Upon completion you are left with a disk file up to 15 pages long (depending on 
the depth of detail you choose), this file can then be edited within your word 
processor to produce a full report for the writer. 

Fully experienced Graphologists can charge almost what they like for a full 
analysis, so this could prove a very lucrative business venture for you. 

We must however stress, that unless you are experienced in graphology, then we 
can in no way guarantee the accuracy of the information that the program 
provides. If you are an enthusiastic amateur or just curious, then this program 
could provide hours of entertainment, whilst teaching you the finer art of this 
fascinating subject. 

The text within THE GRAPHOLOGIST was researched and written by a top London 
graphologist/criminologist James Woodward. The software was written by Martin 
Evans our consultant software writer. 


@ £49.95 inc P&P + VAT 


CASHMASTER 


Master your own finances. There is now no need to be frightened by 

accountancy software. CASHMASTER provides you with the easiest method yet 

invented to keep track of all your finances. Be you a business or professional 

individual, you are sure to need to know where your money is going 

CASHMASTER will allow you to input all the necessary information per 

transaction in one simple operation, whilst allowing you to extract the absolute 

maximum from it all again with an array of statements and reports 

© Features VAT analysis 

* Easy, natural data entry - Just like a handwritten ledger 

© Any amount of ledger files 

* Ledgers can span any time period, there is no one year limit 

© Reports can be produced over any time span (1 day to 100 years) 

* 90/99 Class Codes (User definable) per ledger file 

© 30/99 Accounts per ledger file 

¢ Detailed statements showing balances (Selected accounts & classes) 

* Profit & Loss Statements (Selected accounts & class totals) 

* Tagging of entnes for extra report selectivity 

* Items can be Inclusive, Exclusive or Zero VAT or VAT can be just ignored 

VAT element automatically calculated and displayed 

© Pop up running total calculator 

¢ Entries can repeated with just one key press (Standing Orders etc) Weekly, 
Fortnightly, Monthly, Quarterly, Half Yearly or Yearly 

¢ Entries can be edited or deleted at any time 

© Insert enteries anywhere, CASHMASTER puts them in chronological order for 
you 

© Reports directable to Screen, Printer or Disk file 

* Detailed selectivity for reports 

© Reference field for each entry (Invoice No, Desp Note No etc) 

* 10,000 entries PC version, 2,200 PCWs 

* No need for sorts, always in correct order 

* All functions and operations available from main program screen 

© Most functions operate from a single key press 

Scan through the ledger a line, or page at a time if required 

* Split and merge file 

* Class and Account code descriptions visible at all times. Scroll through pages 
of codes with one key press 

© FREE seperate running total calculator for adding up those cheques, useful for 
those quick sums 


WE APOLOGISE TO ALL OTHER SOFTWARE WRITERS AND TO ANYONE ELSE 

WHO HAS BOUGHT THE OTHER SO CALLED 'EASY TO USE' PROGRAMS 

CASHMASTER REALLY DOES BLOW THE LID OFF COMPUTERISED ACCOUNTING. 
THIS IS HOW IT SHOULD BE DONE 


Not only superior to the competition, it's far cheaper too! 
ly superior $0 es ine P&P + VAT ia 


INTRASET LTD, (DEPT STF) 
FREEPOST 
No 10 WOODSIDE AVENUE, 
CLAYTON-LE-WOODS, 
CHORLEY, LANCASHIRE PR6 7QF 
Tel: 0490 3284 9am - 60m 
or 
02572 76800 24hr ordering 


(a) f= 


Diners Club 
International® 
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FREAKS PUBLIC DOMAIN 


Tired of buying PD disks filled with stuff you don't want? 
Only get one game or utility on a disk? 
Freaks PD are offering disks filled with programs and 
files of your choice!! 
And each disk is only £1.50 single, £2.00 double 
Freaks gives 
Full range of Budgie 
software 
Superb value for 
money 
Environment friendly packaging - All packaging is 
recycled! 
Send for our free catalogue today from 
FREAKS PDL, 29 LEAP VALLEY CRES, DOWNEND, BRISTOL BS16 6TQ 


24 hour turnaround 


Virus free disks 


ooo ___ 7 Please make cheques/P.0's etc 
A. payable to POST EXPRESS 

POST EXPRE $$ (...0) POST EXPRESS, (STF) 

—————————— HILLCREST HOUSE, SUITE 3, 

All prices include VAT & Delivery 49A VICARAGE ROAD, 

All computers are genuine UK specification . LONDON’ E10 5EF 

All computers include a FREE HOLIDAY PACK. waa, TEL: 081 518 7494 9am - 11pm 


dr FREE 2 YEAR WARRANTY WITH ANY COMPUTER BELOW ! x 


“JMB ATARI 1040 STE @ 0.5MB ATARI520 STFM [im 0:5MB ATARI 520 STE 
HOME/BUSINESS PACK DISCOVERY PACK TURBO PACK 


Atari 520 STE .£399.99 
8 top quality 


Indiana Jones, 

Impossible Mission Il, 

Super Cycle, H.M.K., 

Outrun, Dragons 

9 Breath, Blood Money, 

Prince 04.99 PLUS Anarchy, First Basic, 
TO CONTI 


Phone or write for your free catalogue. New computer packs available soon. 


Monitors, printers, music peripherals available 


5.25" DS/HD 39p + 
25 DS/DD 
BULK BUYERS 50 DS/DD 
1000+ 29p each 100 


DS/DD 

SONY 
VERBATIM 
BM clea MOO. tice igi cee 


First in U.K. 
Indiana Jones Mouse Pad..£9.95 + VAT 
You have to see it to believe it!! USA™ 


BUY QUALITY AMERICAN DISKETTES 
AT LOW LOW PRICES!!! 


100% CERTIFIED / GUARANTEED 3.5" 


LABELS 1000 £7.99 : 10 CAP BOX - 99p each : 100 CAP - £6.99 each : MOUSE PADS £1.99 


WIN! WIN! WIN! 


Make it a Happy New Year with 
Play To Win's January competitions. 


- £250 of software of your choice. 
Ring 0836 - 405107. 


- Wow! Pick your own prize - anything you want 
up to £150. Ring 0836 - 405108. 


- Another chance to win a 16-Bit Megadrive. 
Ring 0836 - 405106. 


- Its hand-held time. Win an Atari Lynx. 
Ring 0836 - 405109. 


January competitions run from Ist to 31st January. 24 hours 
February competitions start on Ist February. Four great new prizes. 


Calls charged at 33p per minute cheap rate. 44p all other times. 
Ask whoever pays the bill prior to phoning. 


PLAY TO WIN 


159 Strathmore Avenue, Luton, LU1 3QR 
Tel: 0582 413943 WE ALSO SELL EVERYTHING 


35" DS/HD 


Send £2.80 for P&P - UK Sales. Disk prices include VAT and labels. 


US COMPUTER SUPPLIES 
ROOM 130G, BUILDING 521 CARGO CENTRE, 


rN 
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LONDON, HEATHROW, TW6 3LL. 
TEL: 081 759 8829. FAX: 081 897 0407 


Back in our December issue we 
ran a threesome of competi- 
tions. The lucky winners of the 
five Philips CM8833 monitors 
up for grabs are as follows: Neil 
Sharp of Great Barr in Bu-u- 
-urminggum; CA Mould of 
Regents Park in Southampton; 
Dominic Veney of Waterloo in 
_ Liverpool; Selina Ross of Milton 
in Glasgow; and DA Suter of 
Croydon in Surrey. May your 
SCARTS never get tangled up 
inside your overcoats. 

That same issue we also 
gave you the chance to win one 
of five modems from the very 
nice Modem Marketing posse. 
Step forward Clive Cox of RAF 
Bruggen, BFPO 25, who scoops 
_€458.85’s worth of Pro-4 Quad 
Speed Modem. Just behind him, 
each picking up £114.94's 


 lanltantantestantantantantantantantastententeetantententetentantententeteledededteeton 


WANTED! 


Incredibly Good 
Games Reviewer 


Britain’s fastest growing publishing 
company, Future Publishing, is looking for 
anincredibly good games reviewer (hence 
the title) tojointhe team they re calling the 
ST FORMATteam, 

Can you write with authority and 
humour on the latest hot ST games? Can 
you see beyond the pretty graphics and 
fancy packaging to a game’s true worth? 
Can you spell, punctuate and turn up on 
time? You believe you can? Then prove it. 

Send examples of your published 
work, or alternatively a sample 500 word 
review of any game that takes your fancy, 
to Steve Carey at the address below. 

Don’t hang about, though, because 
this is what Special Agent Dale Cooper 
might call a “damn fine” 
for your absolute dedication, talent and 
sheer enthusiasm we offer a fairly OK 
salary, a great social life and the opportu- 
nity to play an important part in taking 
Britain’s best-selling ST magazine to even 
greater heights. 

Only bright, literate, talented and 
ambitious gamesters need apply. 


uiure 


PUBLISHING 


@ Launched in 1985 

@ Now over 175 staff 

@ 10 national news- 
stand magazines 

@ Market leader in 
computer titles 

@ Exciting launch 
plans (but we can't 
tell you about those 
just yet) 

@ Britain's fastest- 
growing publisher 


A footie team of compo winners 


Future Publishing Ltd, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, BA 2BW Tel: (0225) 442244 


worth of Designer modem, 
come Lawrence Harvey of Brier- 
ley Hill; RJ Benton of Tamworth 
in Staffordshire; JC Fleck of 
Slough in Berkshire; and BA 
Pittman of Upper Norwood in 
south east London. May your 
rates never be baud. Hard luck 
to John Sampson of Duffield in 
Derbyshire, who sent his entry 
in on the back of a real, live, 
working phone (yes, really). 

Last but by no means least 
was the Gasteiner 5OMByte 
Megadrive hard drive, which 
becomes the property of G 
McCluskey of Hamilton, Strath- 
clyde. Nice one, though why so 
many of you people refuse to let 
us know your first names (and in 
some cases any names at all) 
we'll never know. Cheers. all 


round ~ the drinks are on you. _ 


job. In exchange 


Me a a tt OS tt tH et tl 
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END bit 


New readers start here... 


lf this is your first issue of ST 
FORMAT, welcome. We do hope 
you've enjoyed it -— our future 
depends on it — and we warmly wel- 
come any criticisms, suggestions for 
improvement or observations you 
may have. Write to: What | Thought 
of My First Issue of: ST FORMAT, 30 
Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW. 

We hope too that you've found 
this issue’s emphasis on getting back 
to basics helpful, and that it’s helped 
you get to know your ST a little bet- 


ter and a little faster. 

By the way, if you'd like a whole 
lot more of the same kind of helpful 
material, you could do worse but 
hardly better than securing a copy of 
Get The Most Out of Your ST, written 
by ST FORMAT stalwart Mark 
Higham. You can find out all about 
“This remarkable literary achieve- 
ment... This stonking highpoint of 
western civilisation” (Mark Higham) 
by turning at once to page 151. Well, 
what are you waiting for? 


And loyal supporters start here 


lf this is far from being your first 
issue, we hope you don’t think we’ve 
been neglecting you this issue. As we 
have pointed out several times, few 
ST users are experts in every area of 
its use — from games to program- 
ming, and from DTP to databases 
and spreadsheets. So even if some 
of this issue doesn’t come as a blind- 
ing revelation, we like to think you'll 
find much of it useful. 

It's important that new users are 
made to feel welcome. The more 
active they are, the more software is 
bought and sold, the more applica- 
tions are developed and the stronger 
is the ST’s future. That, | think, is 


were ST Amiga Fonte — who has 
been appointed Editor. This promo- 
tion, according to everyone who 
has had to work under Steve Carey 
for 18 months, is long overdue. 

And the old bugger himself? 
Well, he’s henceforth to be known 
as Publisher, which parently 
obliges him to wear a an 


tooism-factor 
payrise bah humbug | 


Cautionary tale 


Flu-stricken Technical Editor Neil 
Jackson stays home to write his 
Cover Disk pages. Elated at finish- 
ing, he asks a mate to bring it in to 
the office for him on a floppy. Said 


Helping hand required 


_ loadsamoney haha etc. 


: hollering the above 


something we can all appreciate. 

Still, you'll be pleased to know 
that normal service is resumed next 
month. Although we shall still be run- 
ning the occasional “Back to Basics”- 
type feature, we have no intention of 
becoming The Ladybird Book of the 
ST. And we warmly welcome sugges- 
tions for features and ideas about the 
kind of direction the magazine should 
be going in. Write to: Onward and 
Upward, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth 
St, Bath BA1 2BW. 

Oh, and we'll be doing our annual 
reader questionnaire next month, 
itself an excellent opportunity to 
make your voice felt. 


ue a Publi 
minutes of the 


been explained to Sir Stephen of 
Carey, as we're apparently to call 
him henceforth. Suggestions, 

please, to: What Use Is A Publisher? 
ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath 
BAI 2BW. 

Incidentally, the above reshuffle 


mate attempts to make a copy, but 
succeeds only in formatting the disk. 
This, at any rate, is Jackson's story. 
Moral? Do as he says, not as he 
does: always ask yourself before you 
insert a disk into your drive, “Should 
this disk be copy protected?” (Trans- 
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END bit 


lation: “Shouldn't | be able to see 
through the little hole in the corner?”) 


Disasters, send them to us so we 
can sit round wiping our eyes, hold- 


It happens to the best of us, as well 
as to Neil. 

Alternative and somewhat more 
cynical moral: never believe excuses 
of a Tech Ed late with his copy. 

Still, we like a laugh, us, so if 
you have similar stories of Great ST 


ing our sides and aching with laugh- 
ter (as we did with Neil, who had to 
sacrifice a whole weekend rewriting, 
poor sod): You'll Never Guess What 
I've Just Gone And Done, ST FOR- 
MAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BAI 
2BW. 


Any more jargon? 


Hope you found our special “jargon-busters dictionary” (page 65) of some use — 


“Spacebar” in particular will never be the same. Despite the occasional joke, how- 
ever, it does have a serious purpose. So no doubt we're bound to have forgotten a 
few. If you spot any we've missed, serious or otherwise, send them to: Jargon- 
busters, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW. There's the usual bribe of a 


crisp (salt 'n’ vinegar flavoured) tenner for the best batch. 


And that, barring accidents and dis- 
asters between here and the bot 
tom of the page, is that. There is no 
more. Except for us to give you just 
a hintlet, a soupcon of a suggestion 
of a teeny weeny clue of the myriad 
delights that will, in the fullness of 
time, come to be known as ST 
FORMAT 20. 

Available at a newsagent near 
you from Thursday 14 February 
(Valentine's Day - don’t forget to 
get your loved one a nice bag of 
hot chips and a bottle of cold stout, 
and go easy on those pickled 
onions), ST FORMAT is likely to con- 
tain some, most if not indeed all of 
the following delights: 

B Reviews of Calligrapher and 
Wordflair, two of the most impres- 
sive recent additions to the ST 
repertoire in the increasingly 
blurred field of word/document pro- 
cessors and DTP. Does either offer 
the complete solution? 

m We continue to follow the 
progress of Stormball, Paul Car- 
ruthers’ game in progress (see 38 
of this issue for part one). We take 
a peek at edited (though definitely 
not censored) highlights of his pri- 
vate diary — a diary that reveals the 
true story of the blood, sweat and 
cups of tea that go into the making 
of what Carruthers is somewhat 
optimistically hoping will be the 
game that makes his fortune. 


NEXT MONTH 


@ We continue with our beginners’ 
series on programming in BASIC - 
see page 59 and this month's 
Cover Disk. Since we've given you a 
complete version of what is gener- 
ally reckoned to be the best imple- 
mentation of the language free with 
this issue, it’s unlikely that you'll 
ever have a better opportunity to 
learn to program. Go for it! 

mM There's a special feature on a 
very distinguished music-making 
user of STs. We can’t say too much 
at the moment, since it’s an exclu- 
sive, but it promises to be a bit of a 
corker (quick, ring someone up). 

m And then of course there’s all 
the usual stuff: news, previews and 
reviews of everything that matters 
in the ST universe, plus the most 
authoritative and hard-hitting games 
section you'll find anywhere, 
together with reams and reams of 
technical help, games cheats, com- 
petitions, Public Domain and educa- 
tion reviews — plus much, much 
more. 

We cannot of course guarantee 
that any of this will meet with the 
approval of new Head Honcho Mark 
Higham. 

He’s known to be partial to 
films, so you may just find the next 
issue packed to the page numbers 
with reviews of Rocky 8 and Friday 
the Thirteenth the Thirteenth. But 
somehow we doubt it. stf 


To the newsagent: ST FORMAT is published by Future Publishing and 
distributed by MMC Ltd = 0483 211222 


perenne cn nen nen en nnn nnn nnn nnn 
Complete this form and hand it to your newsagent 
| Please reserve me copy/copies of ST FORMAT every month, 
| beginning with the March issue, out Thursday 14 February 

1 

I 

| Name 

| Address 

| 

| Phone 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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SOFTWARE EXCHANGE 


* Fed up with the price of software? 
* Do you have used or completed programs 
on the shelf collecting dust? 
Then exchange them via our club for programs of comparable 


price and quality to suit your tastes in software for a fraction of 
the cost of buying new. 


Atari ST & Amiga. Strictly all originals. No membership or 
joining fees. Interested? 
For details without obligation send a SAE to 


UK Software Exchange Club (STF) 


15 Tunwell Greave, Sheftield S5 9GB 


High quality DSDD 3.5" disks suitable for Amiga, Atari 
PC's etc, guaranteed 100% error free and 

NOW IN A GREAT NEW GREY COLOUR! 

All disks come with labels and envelopes. 

Send your cheque or P.O. to; 
REDLAW RESOURCES 
74 Durban Road 

Patchway 

Bristol BS12 5HQ 


ADVERTISER'S 


1st Choice (Leeds) ....102 


Please add £2.80 
for postage and 
packing. 
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Instamec. 
Intercept. 
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KC Video... 
Key Software... 


Byteback 

Cambridge Software ...58 
Compo Software 
Computer Depot. 
Computerlab 
Computerwise 


Soft Exchange... 

Soft Logic 

Soft Machine . 
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